DAVID I   LESSON 2 – SAUL’S DISOBEDIENCE

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 12:1-25

I Samuel 13:1-14

I Samuel 15:1-35

Memory Verse:  James 4:17
Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.
Motions to Memory Verse:

Therefore – Place hands, palms up, out in front of you one at a time. 

to him – Point toward children. 

who knows – Point toward temples. 

to do good – Give thumbs up, one hand at a time. 

and does not – Shake head “no.”
do it – Both thumbs down.
to him – Point toward children. 

it is sin – Do the "shame, shame, shame" motion with pointer fingers. Scrape one finger over other.
I Samuel 12:1-25

   I Samuel 12:1 Now Samuel said to all Israel: "Indeed I have heeded your voice in all that you said to me, and have made a king over you. 2 And now here is the king, walking before you; and I am old and gray headed, and look, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my childhood to this day. 3 Here I am. Witness against me before the Lord and before His anointed: Whose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have I taken, or whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I received any bribe with which to blind my eyes? I will restore it to you."

   “Witness against me before the Lord … Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I received any bribe…?  I will restore it to you."  Samuel’s administration had been one of impeccable justice.  His life had been marked by unquestioned integrity.  He had bowed neither to small nor great.  Even in the matter of his sons, he had shown no partiality.  They had been removed from office. This was an impressive example of the godly character of Samuel. Certainly, few people could give such an invitation to accuse! Dr. Cyril J. Barber
      In this, Samuel showed himself as a truly godly man. He was willing to pass from the scene when God raised up another leader. His heart was the same as John the Baptist’s heart towards Jesus: He must increase, but I must decrease (John 3:30). Samuel would not grasp onto a position when God was changing it.  David Guzik
 I Samuel 12:4 And they said, "You have not cheated us or oppressed us, nor have you taken anything from any man's hand."

5 Then he said to them, "The Lord is witness against you, and His anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in my hand."

And they answered, "He is witness."

   "You have not cheated us or oppressed us…” The response of the people was unanimous.  They agreed that throughout his years of service he had neither wronged nor defrauded anyone.  Israel knew Samuel had been a good, godly leader.  He never gave a thought to what he could get from them, but what he could give to them. This was a priceless testimony for any leader. How precious to stand before his own people and hear them affirm the integrity of his leadership! 

   In bearing witness to Samuel’s unswerving honesty, the Israelites unwittingly condemned themselves.  They had no reason to be dissatisfied with his leadership.  The real reason they wanted a king was that they had grown tired of the restraints of Samuel’s godly piety and wanted a more glamorous kind of leader.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

I Samuel 12:6 Then Samuel said to the people, "It is the Lord who raised up Moses and Aaron, and who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt. 7 Now therefore, stand still, that I may reason with you before the Lord concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord which He did to you and your fathers: 8 When Jacob had gone into Egypt, and your fathers cried out to the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this place. 9 And when they forgot the Lord their God, He sold them into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab; and they fought against them. 10 Then they cried out to the Lord, and said, 'We have sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord and served the Baals and Ashtoreths; but now deliver us from the hand of our enemies, and we will serve You.' 11 And the Lord sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side; and you dwelt in safety. 12 And when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me, 'No, but a king shall reign over us,' when the Lord your God was your king.

  “ …that I may reason with you before the Lord concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord which He did to you and your fathers…”  Samuel, in this remembrance of God’s work from the time of the Exodus until his present day, focused not on the history of Israel, but on the “the righteous acts of the Lord.”

   “… they forgot the Lord their God …Then they cried out to the Lord, and said, 'We have sinned…’ And the Lord sent… and delivered you…”  Israel was constantly in need of deliverance because of their sin.  Nonetheless, God always delivered them when they repented.  God had raised up many different leaders to do His work in Israel.  They had no need for a king. 
   “…when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me, “No, but a king shall reign over us when the Lord your God was your king.”  When Nahash came against Israel, Israel was fearful.  Choosing to rely on human wisdom, Israel demanded a king to save them.  Losing sight of all that God had taught them through Moses and the judges, they blamed their troubles on the form of government under which they lived.  They mistakenly thought that with a king to lead them, all their problems would vanish.  They also believed that with a king they would enjoy greater unity and continuity of strength than they had known before. Dr. Cyril J. Barber
I Samuel 12:13 "Now therefore, here is the king whom you have chosen and whom you have desired. And take note, the Lord has set a king over you. 14 If you fear the Lord and serve Him and obey His voice, and do not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then both you and the king who reigns over you will continue following the Lord your God. 15 However, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you, as it was against your fathers.
   “If you fear the Lord and serve Him and obey His voice…” Samuel presented Israel with an important choice.  They had been disobedient in their desire for a king, yet God had given them King Saul.  Even so, if they would “fear the Lord and serve Him,” God would still bless them.  His mercies are new every morning.
   One wrong turn had not put them out of God’s plan forever.  Yes, Israel should never have sought a human king.  But since they then had one, Samuel simply called them to serve the Lord in their present state.  We need to know that one wrong turn doesn’t wreck our lives before God!  Instead of agonizing over the past, get right with God now.  “Fear the Lord …serve Him … obey His voice … do not rebel against the commandment of the Lord,” and God will bring good even out of yesterday’s wrong turn.  David Guzik
   “…as it was against your fathers.”  Up to this point, Israel didn’t have a good track record.  Would this generation be different?  God sets before each of us this same choice.  Doesn’t it seem like a no-brainer that obedience to God brings happiness while disobedience brings grief?
I Samuel 12:16 "Now therefore, stand and see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes: 17 Is today not the wheat harvest? I will call to the Lord, and He will send thunder and rain, that you may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking a king for yourselves."

18 So Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day; and all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel.
   “Now therefore, stand and see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes.”  To convince the people of their sin in setting aside the Lord as their rightful sovereign, and to show them that His judgments were always ready to fall on the ungodly, Samuel asked God to send a sign to the people.   As Jesus said, “an evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign” (Matthew 12:39).  Samuel knew that God’s Words would not carry the same weight without a sign.

   “…that you may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking a king for yourselves.”  We are so blind that we do not recognize that going our own way instead of God’s way is “great wickedness.”  Their new king and his army had just won a great victory over the Ammonites.  The people must have been thinking that choosing a king was the best idea after all.  For a moment, our decisions may look better than God’s.  We could not be more wrong!

   Throughout the ages men have prayed for good government, yet the Israelites turned their backs on the best form of government known to man – a benevolent dictatorship.  This is exactly the form of government Jesus will set up during His thousand-year reign on earth.

   So Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day…  During harvest, a heavy rain destroys crops.  The storm was so sudden, heavy and unexpected that it was easy to interpret as a sign of divine displeasure.  Ronald F. Youngblood

I Samuel 12:19 And all the people said to Samuel, "Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die; for we have added to all our sins the evil of asking a king for ourselves."

   “Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die…” No one complained that day because of ruined crops.  They realized they deserved exactly what they had gotten.
   At last, their consciences convinced them that they had been wrong to persist in their request for a king.  They earnestly requested Samuel to intercede for them so God’s judgments, which had just fallen on their crops, might not fall on them.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber 
   “…we have added to all our sins the evil of asking a king for ourselves.”  By the time Israel saw their desire for a king was sinful, it was too late.  If only they had listened to God’s first warning!  Will it take “thunder and rain” for us to fear the Lord, obey His voice, and make Him king of our lives?   
I Samuel 12:20 Then Samuel said to the people, "Do not fear. You have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty things which cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing. 22 For the Lord will not forsake His people, for His great name's sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people. 23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way. 24 Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king."

   “… as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord …”  Samuel was not going to respond sinfully to their sins.  He chose to harbor no bitterness or resentment in his heart toward the people.  
   “…in ceasing to pray for you … I will teach you the good and the right way.” Samuel would step down as their leader but would continue to serve them through prayer and the teaching of God’s Word.
   “Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart…”   Their heart’s desire should not be to please their new king, but to serve and please their mighty God! 
   “... for consider what great things He has done for you.”  All of our service, all of our obedience, all of our love for God should be done because of the “great things He has done” for us.  We don’t serve God so as to persuade Him to do “great things” for us. He has done the “great things” and asks us to receive them by faith.   David Guzik
   “But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king." Samuel warned them that it wasn’t their king that would guarantee their peace; it was their righteousness.  This warning fell on deaf ears for they were later conquered and taken from the land in captivity.  
   “Never were a people more fully warned, and never did a people profit less by the warning.” Adam Clarke
I Samuel 13:1-14

   At the beginning of his reign, Saul was motivated from within.  The Spirit of the Lord would come upon him and empower him to do mighty deeds.  Later on, his old pattern of behavior began to reassert itself.  He began to rely more and more on the flesh.  His own perception of people and events, his feelings of accomplishment, and his unresolved longings began to control his thoughts and actions.

   Due to his lack of complete obedience, Saul’s capacity to see things God’s way began to be impaired.  His earlier ability to evaluate a situation, formulate a plan of action, maintain his own mental and emotional health, thus motivating others to follow him with confidence, began to wane.  He became less and less flexible, more and more defensive and increasingly unable to cope with the pressures placed upon him.  Traits, such as a commitment to the revealed will of God, integrity, empathy, likeability, humor, adaptability, curiosity, dedication and courage began to disappear from his life.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

   I Samuel 13:1 Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, 2 Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and in the mountains of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent away, every man to his tent.

   Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Israel. This was the first “regular” army for Israel.  Two thousand men were under Saul’s command, with one thousand men under Jonathan’s command.  Previously, Israel had a militia that assembled only in times of national threat. 

   …Jonathan…  This is the first place in Scriptures in which this brave and excellent man appears; a man who bears one of the most amiable characters in the Bible.  Adam Clarke

I Samuel 13:3 And Jonathan attacked the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, "Let the Hebrews hear!" 4 Now all Israel heard it said that Saul had attacked a garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel had also become an abomination to the Philistines. And the people were called together to Saul at Gilgal.

   …Jonathan attacked the garrison of the Philistines… Jonathan was a remarkable military leader.  He repeatedly demonstrated his ability to lead a successful attack.  Israel had previously enjoyed the “peace” of subjected people – “Everything will be fine as long as we take our place of servitude.”  Through this attack, Jonathan proclaimed, “We won’t take that place any longer.  God gave this land to the Israelites!”

   It clearly says, “Israel had become an abomination to the Philistines.”  As long as the Israelites stayed in their weak, defeated “place,” the Philistines thought they were tolerable.  However, as soon as the Israelites showed boldness in the Lord, and were willing to battle against them, the Philistines considered the Israelites “an abomination!”  David Guzik
I Samuel 13:5 Then the Philistines gathered together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the seashore in multitude. And they came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth Aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in danger (for the people were distressed), then the people hid in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits. 7 And some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead.

As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 

   Thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the seashore in multitude: The Philistines, angered by the Israelites, quickly gathered a huge army to crush their rebellious servants.  Remember, Israel had an army of only 3,000 and it was later disclosed that none but Saul and Jonathan had weapons (I Samuel 13:22).

   When the men of Israel saw that they were in danger…the people were distressed…  So panic-stricken were the Israelites that they hid anywhere they could – “in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits.”   Some even left their lands and their livestock and fled across the Jordan River “to the land of Gad and Gilead.”  Their eyes were on the circumstances and not on the Lord. 
   …all the people followed him trembling.  Morale among the Israelites was extremely low.  Those who had not left were shaking in their shoes.  Their king did not give them confidence to fight against this enemy.  The Israelites gave way to their debilitating fears, which was in direct opposition to true faith, and concluded that they could never conquer such a mighty people.  They forgot that they had the Lord God on their side.  Even with a king, God was still the One who fought their battles and won their victories.   

   The magnitude of the danger, the utter disproportion between the strength of the defending people and that of the invading host should have thrown them to the feet of God.  Dr. William Blaikie
I Samuel 13:8 Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. 9 So Saul said, "Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me." And he offered the burnt offering.

    …he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel.  Saul had been instructed to wait for seven days, but his obedience was tested daily as he saw the ranks of his army thinned by deserters who fled across the Jordan.  Saul felt time was his enemy, which made waiting extremely stressful.  
   …the people were scattered from him.  The days dragged on; Samuel hadn’t come yet. The troops were losing confidence in Saul as a leader and were beginning to scatter.  Saul became increasingly fearful!  For seven days he waited, pacing nervously.  Finally he felt that he could not wait another minute.  David Guzik
   And he offered the burnt offering.  Saul plainly disobeyed Samuel.  Saul was a king, not a priest, and only priests were to offer sacrifices.  We can only approach the throne of God through the blood of Jesus Christ.  They were to only approach thee throne through the blood of a sacrifice offered by a priest.  Saul had no business doing what only a priest should do.  Out of fear, panic, and not knowing what else to do, Saul did something he knew, without a doubt, was wrong.  Saul believed that the ritual was necessary, whereas God was looking for heart obedience.
 I Samuel 13:10 Now it happened, as soon as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might greet him.

11 And Samuel said, "What have you done?"

Saul said, "When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, 12 then I said, 'The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.' Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering."

   …as soon as he finished offering the burnt offering…  Not more than an hour before Samuel arrived did Saul decide to perform the sacrifice!  If he had trusted God and waited one more hour, how different things could have been!  The last moments of waiting are usually the most difficult.  We must not give in to those last moments which most tempt us to take matters into our own hands.  We must prevail until the end.  
   …Samuel said, “What have you done?” Samuel knew Saul had done something wrong. He could probably smell the sacrifice in the air!  But Samuel was not looking for reasons or excuses.  There were none.  Samuel wanted Saul to confess his sin and repent.

   Saul said… Saul’s response was a classic example of excuse making and failure to trust God.

·    “…I saw that the people were scattered from me…”  “I had to do something to impress the people, and gain their support back.”  If Saul had obeyed and trusted God, God would have seen him to victory over the Philistines with or without the people.  Saul should have been more concerned with pleasing God than pleasing people.

·    “…you did not come within the days appointed…” “You see Samuel; it was really your fault. If you would have come earlier, I wouldn’t have needed to do this.”  But if Saul had obeyed and trusted God, God would have taken care of Samuel and the timing.  Even if Samuel were totally in the wrong, it didn’t justify Saul’s sin.  We are not to attribute our sin to someone else.

·    ‘The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.’  Saul could have “made supplication to the Lord” in any number of ways. He could have cried out to the Lord with a humble heart, but instead he did the one thing he was not to do: offer a sacrifice.

·    “Therefore I felt compelled…” “I had to. It just seemed like the right thing to do. I couldn’t wait any longer.” Even though Saul “felt compelled,” he was not supposed to be ruled by his feelings.  We are not to sin just because we feel like it.

   The whole manner of Saul’s explanation made it clear that there was no misunderstanding. He didn’t say to Samuel, “Did I do something wrong?” He knew exactly what he had done, and had, no doubt, thought of his excuses ahead of time.  David Guzik
I Samuel 13:13 And Samuel said to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you."

   “You have done foolishly.”  This is a stronger phrase than we might think. Samuel was not saying that Saul was unintelligent or silly; the Bible speaks of the fool as someone morally and spiritually lacking.  Charles Swindoll
    “You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you” Despite all the excuses, all the reasons, all the blaming of someone else, the bottom line was still the bottom line. Samuel put it plainly: “you have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God.” God commanded him to do something, and he did the opposite.  Samuel did not denounce him for acting as a priest, but for disobeying the word of the Lord.  
  “For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.” The whole point of being a king was to establish a dynasty where one’s sons would sit on the throne.  God told Saul that his descendants would not reign after him.  Though he was then the king, it would not be his blood line that would establish the monarchy in Israel.

   “But now your kingdom shall not continue.” We might have expected that Saul would be “impeached” as king right then and there.  After all, Samuel used the word “now.” However, Saul actually reigned another 20 years.  But even though he sat on the throne, it was never the same, for the end of his kingdom was certain.  David Guzik

   How did Saul handle the rejection of his dynasty?  Later events indicate that he felt this loss keenly and became despondent and depressed.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   Because the actual judgment for this sin was so far off, we should regard Samuel’s pronouncement of judgment as an invitation to repentance.  Many times, when God announces judgment, He relents if His people repent.  
   Men saw nothing but Saul’s outward act, which seemed small; but God saw with how wicked a mind and heart he did this; with what rebellion against the light of his own conscience, as his own words imply; with what gross infidelity and distrust of God’s providence; with what contempt of God’s authority, and justice.  What’s more, God clearly saw all the wickedness that yet lay hidden in his heart, and foresaw all his other crimes.  God had far more grounds for His sentence against Saul than we can imagine.  Matthew Poole

   All of us face tests of different kinds.  In and of themselves, they may not appear to be very significant.  The Lord, however, requires of us careful obedience to His Word.  Small deviations or violations may not appear important, but like a leaf on the surface of a stream, they plainly show the direction of the current.  
   Like Saul, many today rationalize their actions in spite of the clear teaching of God’s Word.  They spend time in ritualistic observances but know little or nothing of genuine heart obedience.   Dr. Cyril J. Barber

   “The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be commander over His people…”  Though God had rejected Saul, He had not rejected Israel. Because God loved Israel, he was going to raise up another king who would be “a man after His own heart.”
   Saul was a man after Israel’s heart.  He was all about image and prestige and the things men look at. But God would find a man “after His own heart,” and raise that man up to be Israel’s next king.

   It would be easy to say that the kingdom was taken from Saul because of his sin.  But it was more than that.  After all, didn’t David sin?  Yet God never took the kingdom from David and his descendants.  The issue was bigger than an incident of sin; the issue was being “a man after God’s own heart.”
   What then does it mean to be “a man after His own heart?” We can discover this by looking at the man who was not “a man after His own heart” and comparing him to the man who was.
· A man after God’s heart honors the Lord.  Saul was more concerned with his will than God’s will.  David knew God’s will was most important.  Even when David didn’t do God’s will, he still knew God’s will was more important than his own.  All sin is a disregard of God, but David sinned more out of weakness and Saul more out of a disregard for God.

· A man after God’s heart enthrones God as king.  For Saul, he, himself, was king. For David, the Lord God was king.  Both David and Saul would have thought sacrifice important before the battle.  However, David thought it was important because it pleased and honored God, while Saul thought it was important to help him win a battle.   For Saul, God would help him achieve his goals.  For David, God Himself was the goal.

· A man after God’s heart has a soft, repentant heart.  When Saul was confronted with his sin, he offered excuses.  When David was confronted with his sin, he just said, “I have sinned against the Lord” (2 Samuel 12:13).

· A man after God’s heart loves other people.  Saul became increasingly bitter against people and lived more and more unto himself.  David loved people. When David was down and out, he still loved and served those who were even more down and out than himself (1 Samuel 22:1-2).  David Guzik
   God was looking for this kind of man, and God found him in an unlikely place.  In fact, at this time, he wasn’t a man at all; he was yet a boy!  God is still looking and finding men and women “after His own heart” in the most unlikely places.   
 

 I Samuel 15:1-35

   I Samuel 15:1  Samuel also said to Saul, "The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the Lord. 2 Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'"

   “…punish Amalek for what he did to Israel.”  If someone we love is hurting, we hurt with them.  We are loyal and reverent to uphold the honor of those we cherish.  Saul cared not that the Amalekites had brought dishonor to Israel and must be punished.  
   “…utterly destroy all … kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey…” This Hebrew verb (heherim), translated as “utterly destroy,” is used seven times in this account. The idea of total, complete judgment was stressed. The Amalekites and all their possessions were to be totally annihilated. In a normal war in the ancient world, armies were freely permitted to plunder their conquered foe.  Often, this was how the army was paid. However, because this battle was an appointed judgment from God, it would be wrong for anyone in Israel to benefit. This war was not for plunder, for God commanded that all the property as well as the people should be destroyed.” Clarke

   What would make a God of infinite love mete out such a severe judgment? The Amalekites were an ancient nomadic race, descendants of Esau (Gen. 36:12).  They were the same tribe that viciously attacked Israel at Rephidim shortly after the Exodus, in the famous battle when Aaron and Hur had to support Moses’ arms (Exod. 17:8–13). They ambushed Israel from behind, slaughtering the stragglers who were most weary (Deut. 25:18). It was a cowardly attack by the most powerful and savage tribe in the whole region. God supernaturally delivered Israel that day.  At the conclusion of that skirmish, God swore to Moses, “I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.”  He actually made it a point of the Mosaic Law that Israel was to destroy Amalek: “Remember what Amalek did to you along the way when you came out from Egypt, how he met you along the way and attacked among you all the stragglers at your rear when you were faint and weary; and he did not fear God. Therefore it shall come about when the Lord your God has given you rest from all your surrounding enemies, in the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you must not forget” (Deut. 25:17–19).  John Barnett 
n
   But all this had happened more than four hundred years before!  Why did God hold it against the Amalekites?  Time neither erases nor atones for sin before God.  Only the blood of Jesus Christ can erase sin. 
   By the time of King Saul, the Amalekites’ cup of iniquity was full.  They had proven themselves to be hopelessly and incorrigibly corrupt.  The time of their judgment had come. The hundreds of years of hardened, unrepentant hearts made them more guilty, not less guilty! Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   God’s instructions to Saul, therefore, fulfilled the vow He swore to Moses.  Saul was to wipe out the tribe forever.  He and his armies were the instrument through which a righteous God would carry out His holy judgment on a evil, unrepentant people.
I Samuel 15:4 So Saul gathered the people together and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley.

6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, "Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the children of Israel when they came up out of Egypt." So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 

7 And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.

   But Saul and the people spared … the best … [they] were unwilling to utterly destroy them. The fact they were “unwilling to utterly destroy” implies they knew they should but they did not want to and were not going to.  They kept the best for themselves, all the while knowing that God said it should be destroyed.  
   But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed. To utterly destroy “everything despised and worthless” was not obedience.  It does not please God when we give Him that which is worthless to us. God deserves the first, the best, and the costliest of our time, treasures, and talents.
I Samuel 15:10 Now the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, 11 "I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My commandments." And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night. 

   “I [God] greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king …”  And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night.  It hurt God to reject Saul, and it hurt Samuel to see Saul rejected.  We are close to God’s heart when the things that grieve Him, grieve us, and the things that please God, please us.  

   Remember, this was the man whom the people wanted instead of Samuel.  Samuel could have had an “It serves him right” attitude, but He didn’t.  Samuel loved Saul and was deeply grieved over Saul’s disobedience.  “All night” he prayed and cried out to the Lord.  

 

I Samuel 15:12 So when Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel, saying, "Saul went to Carmel, and indeed, he set up a monument for himself; and he has gone on around, passed by, and gone down to Gilgal." 13 Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the Lord! I have performed the commandment of the Lord."

14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?"

15 And Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed."

   So when Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul…  Despite the fact that Samuel had not slept that night, he arose early to find Saul.  It is never pleasant to have to discipline anyone, let alone a king.  Nonetheless, Samuel was obedient.  

   …he set up a monument for himself…  Saul was not the same humble man who once hid because of shyness.  The years, the military victories, and the prestige of Israel’s throne revealed the pride in Saul’s heart.  Pride lifts our hearts up against God!  
   Saul had achieved a great victory; however, he had not been careful to obey God’s instructions.  He did the job, but he did it his way.  He made allowances where he thought it wouldn’t matter.  Saul’s heart was so dead to the seriousness of being God’s chosen man to God’s chosen nation that he was able to directly disobey God and then “set up a monument for himself!”   
   “I have performed the commandment of the Lord."  Saul was so deceived he didn’t even know he had done wrong!  On several accounts, Saul directly disobeyed the Lord, yet honestly believed that he had done well.  With pride he informed Samuel: “I have performed the commandment of the Lord."   He did not perceive disobeying God as sin.  
   “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?”  The very evidence of his disobedience could be heard, seen, and smelled as he proudly declared his innocence! 

   Pride and disobedience make us blind – and deaf – to our sin.  It has been said, “If we only knew how obvious it was to everyone else that we are in the flesh, we would be terribly embarrassed.” We need to plead with God to reveal to us our deceitful hearts which He and others see quite clearly!  Sincerely pray the prayer of Psalm 139:23-24: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  
   “…the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen…”  When Saul’s disobedience was discovered, he blamed the people.
   “to sacrifice to the Lord your God.”  Saul does not say, “my God,” or “our God,” but “your God.”  In his pride, Saul had removed the Lord God from the throne of his heart.  Saul was now Saul’s god, not the Lord.  This was his real problem! 
I Samuel 15:16 Then Samuel said to Saul, "Be quiet! And I will tell you what the Lord said to me last night."  And he said to him, "Speak on."
   Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet!” Samuel had had enough. He would not listen any more to Saul’s excuses.  It was time for Saul to be quiet and listen to the word of the Lord through Samuel. 

   "Speak on." But even in this, Saul didn’t shut up.  He showed his prideful desire to be in control. Samuel would speak on, but not because Saul had given him permission.  He would speak on because he was a messenger of God.

I Samuel 15:17 So Samuel said, "When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel? 18 Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, 'Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.' 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?"
20 And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal."

   “When you were little in your own eyes, were you not the head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel?”  The root of Saul’s disobedience was pride.  It could no longer be said of Saul, “you [are] little in your own eyes.” He was now big in his own eyes.  It was the Lord who had become small in his eyes!
    “Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?"  This was a repeat of what had happened at Ai.  There, God had commanded the men not to take anything for themselves.  Only one man disobeyed.  When a leader stands for righteousness, so do the people.  Many years later, the nation was given similar instructions.  This time their leader didn’t stand firm on God’s Word.  The king, himself, set the standard for the entire army to steal from God.  They entered into his greediness.  They “flew down on the spoil” and did “evil in the eyes of the Lord!”
   “But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord.”  Saul kept insisting that he had obeyed the voice of the Lord. He did not take responsibility for sparing the animals.  However, that was not the way God saw it.
 
   Saul’s error lay in his inability to see things as God saw them.  He viewed the externals – a significant victory over the Amalekites, the happiness of the people, and the sacrifices to placate Yahweh for any possible sin they may have committed – whereas God looked at the attitude of his heart.  Saul, as king of Israel, had an obligation to obey God.   Saul was subject to the Lord and his duty was to give strict obedience to His every command.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   “…brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.”   Saul was so self-deceived that right after insisting upon his innocence, he incriminated himself:  “I…brought back Agag.”   If Saul had “utterly destroyed the Amalekites,” Agag would not have been standing there.  Saul had no right to spare him any more than he had the right to spare the humblest peasant.  That nation had been wholly given to evil, and the king, above all others, should have been judged and destroyed.  
    As it turned out, there were others that Saul also failed to pursue and kill.   David fought them (1 Samuel 27:8, 30:1, 2 Samuel 8:12), Esther fought them (Haman was a descendant of Agag  Esther 3:1), and, most ironic of all, when Saul was killed on the field of battle, the final thrust of the sword was from the hand of an Amalekite (2 Samuel 1:8-10)! 
   “But the people took of the plunder…”  Saul excused the people’s actions by saying that they intended to sacrifice the animals to the Lord.  However, he conveniently omitted to mention what would happen to the numerous animals that would remain after the sacrifices were completed.  David Guzik
   Saul was certainly zealous in commanding his army when it suited him to do so.  In the previous chapter, he commanded a death sentence on anyone who ate anything on the day of battle.  He was willing to execute his own son, Jonathan, in his zeal to have his command obeyed.  Saul was full of fire and enthusiasm when it came to his own will, but not when it came to the will of God.

I Samuel 15:22 So Samuel said: 

 "Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,

As in obeying the voice of the Lord?

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

And to heed than the fat of rams.
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

Because you have rejected the word of the Lord,

He also has rejected you from being king."

   “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.”   The idea that we can sin all week, and then confess on Sunday is abhorrent to God. Religious observance without obedience is emptiness.  The best sacrificial offering we could bring to God is a repentant heart (Psalm 51:16-17), and our bodies surrendered to His service for obedience (Romans 12:1).

   Samuel pointed out that what the Lord really required was diligent obedience, not partial acts of compliance.  One could make a thousand sacrifices unto God; work a thousand hours for God’s service; or give millions of dollars to His work.  But all of those sacrifices mean little if there is not a heart surrendered to God, shown by simple obedience.  In sacrifice we offer the flesh of another creature; in obedience we offer our own will before God.  Luther used to say, “I had rather be obedient, than able to work miracles.” (Cited in Trapp)
   “Because you have rejected the word of the Lord…” Saul’s problem wasn’t just that he neglected some ceremony. His heart had rejected God’s Word.  By his disobedience, Saul had set his course. 
   “He also has rejected you from being king.”  As a consequence, God rightly rejected him as king over Israel.  We think, “What! Saul was rejected as king because he spared a man and a few sheep and oxen? Later kings of Israel would do far worse, and not be rejected as king. Why was God being so tough on Saul?”  God saw Saul’s heart, and saw how rebellious and stubborn it was. Saul’s condition was like an iceberg.  What was visible might have been manageable in size, but there was far more under the surface that could only be seen by God. 

   Moreover, as severe as these words were, God was not rejecting Saul as a person.  He was rejecting him from being His representative to His people.  Saul’s rejection was final, but it was not immediate. 

I Samuel 15:24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may worship the Lord."

   "I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.”  As Benjamin Franklin once said, “He that cannot obey, cannot command.”  Instead of obeying the Lord, Saul gave in to the desires of his people.
I Samuel 15:26 But Samuel said to Saul, "I will not return with you, for you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel."

27 And as Samuel turned around to go away, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore. 28 So Samuel said to him, "The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor relent. For He is not a man, that He should relent."

30 Then he said, "I have sinned; yet honor me now, please, before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may worship the Lord your God." 31 So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul worshiped the Lord.

    “I will not return with you…” Saul wanted Samuel to worship with him.  That worship would have, no doubt, included sacrifices of the animals that Saul had wickedly spared from the Amalekites. 
   “…for you have rejected the word of the Lord…”  The Hebrew word used for “reject – mawas,” is the same word used to describe Israel’s attitude toward God when they were later destroyed and sent into captivity to Assyria and Babylon – “they despised the worship of God.”  
   “…the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.”   In His Word, God often summarizes a man’s life by a few words.  What was God’s summary of Saul’s life?  God needed only one word – rejected.  Five times in just three verses it says that Saul rejected God by disregarding His Word, so God rejected him.  Of what value would anything in life be if one were rejected by God? 
   …as Samuel turned around to go away, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore… Saul was now desperate.  He fell to his knees and grabbed the hem of the prophet’s threadbare robe. In the ancient Near East, to grasp the hem of another’s garment was an act symbolic of submission.  For Saul, however, it was too late.  Dr Cyril J. Barber
   So Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today…”  Saul’s desperate action provided a vivid object lesson on how the kingdom was torn away from him.  As useless as the torn piece of robe was in Saul’s hand, so now his leadership of the nation was futile. Now he would be ruling against God, not for Him. 

   “…the Strength of Israel…” Samuel was referring to God; however, Saul probably thought of himself as “the strength of Israel.” After all, 1 Samuel 14:47 says, “So Saul established his sovereignty over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every side.” Saul was a mighty warrior, and it was easy for him to think, “I’m the strength of Israel.” But he wasn’t.  David Guzik

   “I have sinned, yet honor me now, please, before the elders of my people and before Israel…” There is a difference between admitting sin and confessing sin. Instead of repenting when confronted with his sin, Saul’s desperate plea showed he was far more concerned with his image before the people than his soul.  
   So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul worshipped the Lord.  We are not sure why Samuel went back with Saul. There is no evidence in the text that Samuel worshipped with Saul and the people.  He, no doubt, continued firm in his intent not to identify himself with Saul as king.  

I Samuel 15:32 Then Samuel said, "Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to me." So Agag came to him cautiously.

And Agag said, "Surely the bitterness of death is past."

33 But Samuel said, "As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women." And Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal.

   Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to me.” After the sacrifices had been offered, there was still an issue that needed to be dealt with.  Agag was alive.
    And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” As Agag came to the old prophet, he thought, “We will let bygones be bygones. I guess this old prophet will let me go home now.”  The Living Bible expresses the thought well: “Agag arrived all full of smiles, for he thought ‘surely the worst is over and I have been spared.’”
  “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women.” Samuel made it clear that Agag was a wicked, violent leader of a wicked, violent people.  God’s judgment against him and the Amalekites was just.  David Guzik
   And Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the Lord… Now that may be strong medicine for some folk today, but my friend, our God is a God of Judgment and He is going to judge wrong and evil.  There may be those, even in high places, who think they are getting away with their sin – dishonesty, murder, adultery – but they are not.  God is going to judge them as surely as Samuel executed judgment upon this vile, wicked ruler, Agag.  John Barnett
I Samuel 15:34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel went no more to see Saul until the day of his death. Nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul, and the Lord regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel.

   And Samuel went no more to see Saul until the day of his death.  It was Saul’s place to go to Samuel in humble repentance before the Lord.  But Saul never went to see Samuel even though Ramah and Gibeah were less than ten miles apart.   David Guzik
   Saul disobeyed twice.  The first time, his kingdom was taken away.  The second time, he lost the presence of God.  Samuel, who was God’s mouth piece to the nation, never again went to see him
   It would appear to be easy to obey God and His Word; yet, it’s not.  So often, the world, the flesh and the devil find little resistance from our corrupt sinful natures. 

   Beware!  Just as the Spirit of God bears fruit, so does the flesh.  Saul spent the rest of his life bearing the fruit of the flesh when he could have borne the fruit of the Spirit.  King Saul was given the Spirit of God in an age when few were given such a gift.  But he would not walk in step with God; he allowed his flesh to rule his life. Saul lived a life of ignoring God’s ways; as a result, this man who was given so much turned into a miserable emotional cripple.  He became mentally ill.
  We are either obeying God or disobeying Him.  Even when outwardly doing all the right things, we are either growing or declining. 
   Are you living a life of obedience or are you in spiritual decline?  Is your religion only a formula, or is Christ real to you all the time?  Are you desolate and bereft, or are you in fellowship with the Holy Spirit moment by moment?  Are you living in disobedience to the Word of God, or are you following the Lamb of God wherever He may lead?  

   The decline in your life can stop, the desolation of your heart can end, and Jesus can come with all 
His blessed grace to fill your life with His beauty and fragrance at this very minute if you turn from your disobedience right now.  Alan Redpath
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