DAVID I   LESSON 1 – ISRAEL DEMANDS A KING

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 8-10

Memory Verse:  Ephesians 5:17
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
Motions to Memory Verse:

Therefore – Point towards others. 

do not be – Shake head “no.”  

unwise – Make small circles with pointer fingers at the sides of temple – motion for "crazy." (You could also make a face and stick your tongue out a little on one side.) 

but understand what the -  Now point to head and shake head “yes” with a knowing look.   

will of the – Hands, palms facing and moving as if going down a path or have hands in Bible position.
Lord is – Point upward with both hands.
I Samuel 8:1-22

 I Samuel 8:1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 

3 But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.

   …his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.  Some commentators defend Samuel’s sons as compared to Eli’s sons.  Whereas Eli’s sons were involved in all kinds of immorality, Samuel’s sons were only accused of taking bribes in a location where it was hard to make a living.  The Greek word used implies they “turned aside” to this kind of behavior for they were not prone to it when Samuel assigned them to Beersheba.  The conduct of these young men can in no way be excused, as the teachings of Moses clearly forbids any form of dishonest gain or the taking of bribes or the perversion of justice.  “Joel” is later mentioned in I Chronicles 6:33 which suggests that he may have repented of his sins, for he established a godly home and his son was chosen by King David to officiate in the temple.  Cyril J. Barber
I Samuel 8:4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations."

   Samuel was a judge.  There was a big difference between a king and a judge. A judge was a leader raised up by God, usually to meet a specific need in a time of crisis. When the crisis was over, the judge usually went back to doing what he had done before. On the other hand, a king not only held the office of king as long as he lived; but the throne was passed down to his descendants.

   In addition, a judge did not have a government. He was there for a specific purpose; a king would establish a standing government with an army and a bureaucracy.

   In Judges 8, Israel offered Gideon the throne. He refused it, saying “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you” (Judges 8:23). These words represented the heart of  the judges, which was why Israel existed for 400 years in the Promised Land without a king.

   "Look, you are old…” Samuel may have been old, but he did live another 25 years after Saul became king. Under Samuel, the nation of Israel had prospered.  However, the people had lost sight of the real reason for their success and had begun to compare themselves to those around them.  Instead of being thankful for the blessings of Samuel’s godly judgeship, they looked at his outward appearance.  The result was the rejection of one of the greatest leaders of all time.  As Matthew Henry so clearly pointed out, Samuel “looked simple in the eyes of those who judged by outward appearance; and who thought a king in purple robes with his guards and officers of state would look great.” They thought they would benefit from the added prestige of having a king lead them. Cyril J. Barber

   “…and your sons do not walk in your ways.” The people of Beersheba had every right to be dissatisfied with the administration of Samuel’s sons, but the system of government the whole nation was requesting would be much worse. Cyril J. Barber
   “Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations."  Israel wanted a king for all the wrong reasons. They wanted to be like the other nations. Israel was never designed to be like the other nations; instead, they were to be unlike them.   They had forgotten that to be different from the other nations was their glory. They were to be a people directly governed by God, thus, superior to others in every way.  

   Just like them, we Christians are not to be like the world and are told “to love not the world nor the things in the world” (1 John 2:15).  Unfortunately, the church struggles with the same issue that the Israelites did.  When we, as God’s people, desire to be like the people of this world we are in trouble. Too many Christians are still trying to look like, sound like, and act like unbelievers.    Pastor John Hamby

   Didn’t God say that Israel was to have a king? Yes. Did that mean that it was all right for Israel to demand a king? No. The fact that something is prophesied in Scripture is not proof that what is being told is good and right. The betrayal of Judas was foretold, as well as the fact that Israel would reject Christ as the Messiah. But that did not mean that either of these acts was good or right. It only means that God wanted us to know that it was part of His eternal plan.  David Guzik
I Samuel 8:6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." So Samuel prayed to the Lord.

   …displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." The Hebrew word for “displeased” means “to see the evil in something.” Samuel was very upset with the request of the people. He certainly had room to take offense that the people were linking his age with their desire for new leadership. Samuel may have felt more than a little threatened and devalued.  He was convinced that the people he had spent a lifetime faithfully serving had rejected him. Pastor John Hamby
   So Samuel prayed to the Lord.    Much to Samuel’s credit, instead of arguing with the people or defending himself, he took his heartache to the Lord.  He neither vented to the people nor carried his troubles with him.  Through prayer, we are able to see things from God’s perspective, which keeps us from harboring resentment or blaming others for the difficult circumstances we are called to face. 
    Surely it is the mistake of our life, that we carry our burdens instead of handing them over; that we worry instead of trusting; that we pray so little.”  F. B. Meyer
   It is important for us to observe that Samuel’s prayer did not change his circumstances.  So often when we pray we expect that God will suddenly and miraculously bring about a reversal of what is unpleasant to us.  We are then disappointed when He does not act in accordance with our expectations.  The key to Samuel’s handling of this emotionally charged situation lay in his submission to the will of God.  He allowed the Lord to direct his actions thus he agreed to the people’s demand for a king (Hosea 13:11).  Samuel never wavered from his loyalty to the people of Israel despite their rejection of him.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
 I Samuel 8:7 And the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day – with which they have forsaken Me and served other gods – so they are doing to you also.”
   “Heed the voice of the people…” We have all heard the old saying, “You made your bed, now you must lie in it.”  Israel made a choice that was less than God’s best; but, because God has given us free will, He allowed it. Sometimes the severest judgment God can give us is the consequences of our own way. We must be very careful lest “God gives us the desires of our hearts and brings leanness to our souls” (Psalm 106:15).

   “…they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.” Israel was rejecting God’s kingship in their lives.  As Samuel did, it is easy to take such rejection personally, yet we shouldn’t. Jesus warned us, “he who rejects you rejects Me” (Luke 10:16).

   If the people had just been faithful to their King in heaven, they would not have desired a king on earth.  God had shown Himself to be a worthy King. He had certainly demonstrated His ability to lead the nation over and over again.  David Guzik
   Their descendants would later reject God as their King again.  When Jesus stood before Pilate, the assembled Jewish mob declared, “we have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15).

I Samuel 8:9 “Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and show them the behavior of the king who will reign over them."

10 So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who asked him for a king. 11 And he said, "This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run before his chariots. 12 He will appoint captains over his thousands and captains over his fifties, will set some to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and bakers. 14 And he will take the best of your fields, your vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his servants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers and servants. 16 And he will take your male servants, your female servants, your finest young men, and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take a tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants.” 

   “This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you.”  Israel thought their problems would be solved by a king. While certain problems might be solved, God wanted them to know that a king would bring other, more serious, troubles.

   “He will take . . . He will take . . . he will take . . . He will take . . . he will take . . . He will take . .  And you will be his servants.”  Most kings are takers, not givers; they expect to be served, not to serve. If Israel wanted a king, they must realize he would be a taker, not a giver, and they would “be his servants.”  David Guzik
   First of all, the most sacred treasures of their homes, their sons and their daughters, would be taken to work in his army, on his farms, and in his house.  Then, their land – the vineyards and olive groves inherited from their fathers – would be taken and given to his favorites.  Any servant, young man, or animal that was particularly handsome and valuable would be taken for his service. He would not be a king who gave, but a king who took. Dr. William Blaikie

   The King of Kings is not a taking king, but a giving king. Jesus said of Himself, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:28).  1 Peter 2:9 calls us a “royal priesthood.” If we are royalty, let us be like our King Jesus: giving, not taking.  David Guzik

I Samuel 8:18 “And you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you in that day."
19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, "No, but we will have a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles."

   “ …you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you in that day."   In their misguided optimism to be “like all the nations,” they were openly courting a despotism whose intolerable yoke future generations would not be able to shake off.  People from countless nations have cried out in despair throughout the centuries because of the king who ruled over them.  Cyril J. Barber
   …the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel…  The people were deaf to Samuel’s words – even though he relayed God’s warnings to them.  The people failed to give Samuel the recognition that should crown his honorable career.  They turned him out of office to make room for another whose gifts and abilities had not been proven.   When they came to Samuel, they were not interested in understanding the will of God for their lives and their nation.  They only came to him to get what they wanted.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   "No, but we will have a king over us…”   No one could do for Israel what God had already done. Those ungrateful people willfully turned their backs on the Almighty God who had done mighty miracles for them, and choose instead to have a mere mortal rule over them. The people were obstinate.  They didn’t want God’s input; they only wanted His blessings on their plans.  Taking no heed to Samuel’s warnings, the people insisted that God give them a king of flesh and blood. 
   “…that we also may be like all the nations…”  God wanted to make them “a special treasure … above all people . . . a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6). God wanted to make Israel something special, yet they wanted to be just like everyone else!   Matthew Poole says of this, “woeful stupidity!  It was their glory and happiness that they were unlike all other nations for the Lord was their only and immediate King and Lawgiver.” David Guzik
   “…and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”  What? Had the Lord God never won a battle for Israel before?  Whenever they had walked with and relied upon the Lord, He had won glorious victories for them.  Israel had a King in the Lord God.  If only they could have seen Him, they would have realized what a splendid and glorious king they already had!  But they couldn’t see Him.  Neither can we see God; but we are to walk by faith as they should have!
I Samuel 8:21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he repeated them in the hearing of the Lord. 22 So the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed their voice, and make them a king."

   So the Lord said to Samuel, “Heed their voice, and make them a king.”   When we resist God, we only hurt ourselves – for those who reject the rule of God still cannot escape it.  God will never step off His throne, even if requested by man. 

   They felt no compulsion to accept the rule of God, yet ultimately there was no escaping it, for He appointed the king.” Baldwin
I Samuel 9:1-27

I Samuel 9:1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power. 2 And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people. 

   Kish … a mighty man of power.   Kish, the father of Saul, distinguished himself for his courage, and had become a wealthy and influential man in Israel. Saul came from that prestigious family; he had been born into wealth and influence.  

   …he had a choice and handsome son whose name was Saul.  At this time Saul was about forty years old.  He was married to Ahinoam with whom he eventually had four sons (I Chronicles 8:33) and two daughters: Merab and Michal.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.  Saul was well built and appeared every inch a king.  He was, in fact “tall, dark, and handsome.”  He was the most handsome man in all of Israel. If being king over Israel was all about image and appearance, Saul was the man.  He was exactly the kind of king the people wanted. 

   There was nothing said about Saul’s relationship with the Lord God of Israel because there was nothing to say! Saul reflected the spiritual state of the nation.  David Guzik
I Samuel 9:3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul's father, were lost. And Kish said to his son Saul, "Please take one of the servants with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys." 4 So he passed through the mountains of Ephraim and through the land of Shalisha, but they did not find them. Then they passed through the land of Shaalim, and they were not there. Then he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they did not find them.
   Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul's father, were lost.  Look at how God opens one of the most important chapters of Israel’s history!  A king will be led to the throne by three lost donkeys!  We have no idea how God will use the seemingly normal – and annoying – circumstances of life.  David Guzik

   This chapter underscores God’s involvement in the little things in our lives.  Dr. F. B. Meyer wrote, “All these things, if carefully observed, yield their testimony and assurance that God is in all events – permitting, directing, controlling, and causing all things to work out His perfect plan.”  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

    "Pease take one of the servants with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys." This task may have seemed like an insignificant event.  Some animals were lost and Saul went to find them. Yet this insignificant event led to some very great things.  If you have some seemingly insignificant task to perform, do it right.  Do the very best job you can.  It may be the door to greater responsibility and privilege. We all look back over our lives and see how God was at work in circumstances that, at the time, seemed insignificant.

   …they did not find them . . . they were not there . . . they did not find them. This was frustrating to Saul. Yet, God was working out His plan through the lost donkeys in a way Saul couldn’t even imagine.  Those donkeys could have gone anywhere but they went exactly where God wanted them to go. They submitted themselves to God’s leading. We often speak of dumb animals, but these donkeys were smart enough to submit to God.  Are we that smart?  David Guzik

   Saul had no idea that he was being guided by God, but he was. The same is true in our lives. God has a plan and a purpose for us right where we are.  May we, submit to God and, get onwith His plan. 
   It is important for us to learn that the smallest trifles are as much arranged by the God of providence as the most startling events.  He who counts the stars has also numbered the hairs of our heads.  Charles Spurgeon
I Samuel 9:5 When they had come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him, "Come, let us return, lest my father cease caring about the donkeys and become worried about us."

    … they had come to the land of Zuph… "Come, let us return, lest my father cease caring about the donkeys and become worried about us."  Saul and his servant had spent three hot, tiring days searching diligently for the missing animals.  Frustrated and exhausted, Saul was on the verge of giving up when they had come full circle to the land of Zuph which was about three miles from their home.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
I Samuel 9:6 And he said to him, "Look now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is an honorable man; all that he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there; perhaps he can show us the way that we should go."

    “…a man of God … perhaps he can show us the way that we should go."  The suggestion of Saul’s servant showed something about these two men: they weren’t men of much spiritual character! They seemed to be men who wouldn’t go to the prophet Samuel for real spiritual guidance, but they did think, “Hey! Maybe he can help us find the donkeys!”  
   “…a man of God ... an honorable man … all that he says surely comes to pass.”  Their words were a great credit to Samuel.  His reputation was well known.  David Guzik
I Samuel 9:7 Then Saul said to his servant, "But look, if we go, what shall we bring the man? For the bread in our vessels is all gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do we have?" 

8 And the servant answered Saul again and said, "Look, I have here at hand one-fourth of a shekel of silver. I will give that to the man of God, to tell us our way." 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he spoke thus: "Come, let us go to the seer"; for he who is now called a prophet was formerly called a seer.)

10 Then Saul said to his servant, "Well said; come, let us go." So they went to the city where the man of God was.
   “…the man…”  It appears that Saul had been ignorant of Samuel’s existence until that point.  This ignorance cannot but strike us as strange, seeing that Samuel lived only five miles from Saul’s hometown and had been such a blessing to the entire nation.  Saul’s lack of awareness of Samuel indicated that Kish and his family were entirely irreligious and totally immersed in their own priorities.  Perhaps, like so many in our day, they were not against religion, but did not make knowing the Lord a vital part of life.   Dr. Cyril J. Barber

   “…the bread in our vessels is all gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God.”  Giving a prophet a gift in return for his aid or counsel was both customary and expected. Saul did not want to approach the prophet of God empty handed. But it is wrong to think that Samuel charged a fee for his “prophetic services.” Samuel was a great prophet of the living God, not a fortune-teller.  David Guzik
   The word seer, “roeh,” occurs for the first time here; it literally signifies a person who sees; particularly preternatural sights. A seer and a prophet were the same in most cases; only with this difference, the seer was always a prophet, whereas the prophet was not always a seer.  Adam Clarke

I Samuel 9:11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met some young women going out to draw water, and said to them, "Is the seer here?"


12 And they answered them and said, "Yes, there he is, just ahead of you. Hurry now; for today he came to this city, because there is a sacrifice of the people today on the high place. 13 As soon as you come into the city, you will surely find him before he goes up to the high place to eat. For the people will not eat until he comes, because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now therefore, go up, for about this time you will find him." 14 So they went up to the city. As they were coming into the city, there was Samuel, coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.

   “Hurry now; for today he came to this city…”  Saul’s story continued to be one of surprises.  In God’s timing, Samuel had arrived that very day to observe a religious sacrifice.  According to the young women, it was precisely the right moment to meet Samuel, though they would have to hurry. 

   As they were coming into the city, there was Samuel, coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.  Saul and his servant hurried into the city at the same time Samuel was leaving.  Had they come to the gate a minute or two later they would have missed him. The Lord had orchestrated all the circumstances to bring Samuel and Saul together.
I Samuel 9:15 Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear the day before Saul came, saying, 16 "Tomorrow about this time I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him commander over My people Israel, that he may save My people from the hand of the Philistines; for I have looked upon My people, because their cry has come to Me."

17 So when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, "There he is, the man of whom I spoke to you. This one shall reign over My people."

   …the Lord had told Samuel in his ear…  This literally means, “had uncovered his ear.” The phrase is taken from the pushing aside of the headdress in order to whisper, and therefore means that Jehovah had secretly told Samuel.  Smith, Pulpit Commentary   

   “…I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin…”  Samuel’s relationship with God was remarkable.  His trust in the Lord was implicit.  After being rejected by the people, he did not show any resentment when God told him about the man who would replace him as head of the nation. Instead, we note a readiness to further the plan and purpose of God.  Such obedience is both noteworthy and praiseworthy.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   …that he may save My people from the hand of the Philistines…  Though there were many problems with the reign of Saul, we should not think it was a total disaster.  Saul led Israel to many military victories.

   So when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, "There he is, the man of whom I spoke to you.  This one shall reign over My people."  From Samuel’s perspective, he kept an appointment to bless a sacrifice yet ended up anointing a king.  Saul, who went out seeking his father’s livestock, found a crown.  

I Samuel 9:18 Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, "Please tell me, where is the seer's house?"

19 Samuel answered Saul and said, "I am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for you shall eat with me today; and tomorrow I will let you go and will tell you all that is in your heart. 20 But as for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not be anxious about them, for they have been found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on you and on all your father's house?"

21 And Saul answered and said, "Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?"
   Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, "Please tell me, where is the seer's house?"   Saul was looking for the well-known prophet, and the first man he approached was that prophet.  This must have seemed remarkable to him.
   “…you shall eat with me today…”  The man of God then invited Saul to dinner.  At the same time, Samuel proved to Saul that he was a true prophet from God by showing Saul he knew things that he probably could not have known unless it had been revealed to him supernaturally. “But as for your donkeys that were lost three days ago … they have been found.”  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   “…on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on you…” With this, Samuel hints at Saul’s destiny. All of Israel desired a king, and Saul would be the answer to that desire.  Samuel’s words were designed to arouse Saul’s curiosity and lead him into an ever-deepening understanding of himself and God’s purpose for him.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   "Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?"  Saul’s words were exceedingly modest; he was now becomingly humble; but who can bear elevation and prosperity? Adam Clarke
   Saul’s humility was one reason God chose him to be king. But as he was promoted to king, his humility left him. So why did God raise up Saul in the first place? Why does God raise one to a place of prominence, and not another? We sometimes think it is because one is more spiritual, or more holy, or better. Or, we think that it is because one is more talented or usable or has more faith. These things may or may not be the case. God has raised up many to prominence who were less deserving than others. Probably the biggest mistake we can make is to think that we can figure out all of God’s reasons for raising one and keeping another low. Many of these reasons are bound up in the unsearchable wisdom of God. What we should never do is assume that just because God is using a man, that he deserves it!  Internet source – unknown author
I Samuel 9:22 Now Samuel took Saul and his servant and brought them into the hall, and had them sit in the place of honor among those who were invited; there were about thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said to the cook, "Bring the portion which I gave you, of which I said to you, 'Set it apart.'" 24 So the cook took up the thigh with its upper part and set it before Saul. And Samuel said, "Here it is, what was kept back. It was set apart for you. Eat; for until this time it has been kept for you, since I said I invited the people." So Saul ate with Samuel that day.

25 When they had come down from the high place into the city, Samuel spoke with Saul on the top of the house. 26 They arose early; and it was about the dawning of the day that Samuel called to Saul on the top of the house, saying, "Get up, that I may send you on your way." And Saul arose, and both of them went outside, he and Samuel.

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, "Tell the servant to go on ahead of us." And he went on. "But you stand here awhile, that I may announce to you the word of God."

    … Samuel spoke with Saul on the top of the house.  How we wish we could have listened to this conversation!  Samuel, no doubt told Saul all about Israel’s desire for a king, and how he had to be a good king for Israel.

    We can just imagine Samuel saying: “Look Saul, you have a lot going for you. You have the image, you are a humble man, and you will have the support of the people. But if you don’t give your heart to serving God, and submit to Him as your king, you will never be a fit king for Israel.”

   Queen Victoria reigned over Great Britain for 64 years.  When she was 11 years old, her governess showed her a list of the kings and queens of England with her name added at the end.  When she understood what it meant, she burst into tears.  Then she controlled herself and said solemnly, “I will be good.” Here, Samuel gave Saul the opportunity to say with his heart, “I will be good.”
   Through an amazing set of circumstances, God had brought Saul to this place.  Some people see God move in such remarkable ways, and think, “If God moves in such remarkable ways, I can just sit back and if God wants to reach me, He will arrange it and force Himself on me.”  No.  Though God may deal in special ways with certain people, He has commanded us to seek Him with all our hearts.  Pastor John Hamby

I Samuel 10:1-27

I Samuel 10:1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him and said: "Is it not because the Lord has anointed you commander over His inheritance?” 

   …Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head…   The idea of anointing was much bigger than just pouring oil on someone’s head as a sign of being chosen for a position.  What happened to Saul’s head and body was simply a picture of what God was doing in him spiritually. The Holy Spirit was being poured  on him, equipping him for the job of being king over Israel.

   Priests were anointed for their special service to the Lord (Exodus 28:41).  Real oil would be applied as a sign of the Holy Spirit upon their lives and service.  The oil on the head was only an outward representation of the real spiritual work going on inside them.

   Exodus 30:22-33 tells us about the special anointing oil.  It was regarded as a sacred compound that could neither be imitated nor used as normal perfuming oil.  Likewise, the work of the Holy Spirit is never to be imitated: “nor shall you make any other like it . . . it is holy, and it shall be holy to you” (Exodus 30:32).  This oil was  “not [to] be poured on man’s flesh.” Since oil is emblematic of the Holy Spirit, we see that the Holy Spirit is not poured out to enhance our flesh, but to glorify Himself.  There is to be no place for encouraging a fleshly imitation of the gifts or operations of the Holy Spirit; this tries to deny the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit, regarding His work as something we can do just as well on our own.  

   An anointing, when a person’s head was drenched with oil, would be a memorable event for everyone involved.  “It is like the precious oil upon the head, running down the beard . . . running down on the edge of his garments” (Psalm 133:2).  Saul could look back on that day and know that God had called him to something special as the king of Israel.   David Guzik
   …and kissed him…  This was not only a greeting, but was also a sign of Samuel’s personal support of and loyalty to Saul.  

   “ …commander over His inheritance…”  Samuel reminded Saul that Israel belonged to the LORD; they were “His inheritance.” Saul was not to rule and manage the people according to his own will and pleasure, but according to the will and mind of God.  Poole
I Samuel 10:2 “When you have departed from me today, you will find two men by Rachel's tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say to you, 'The donkeys which you went to look for have been found. And now your father has ceased caring about the donkeys and is worrying about you, saying, "What shall I do about my son?"' 3 Then you shall go on forward from there and come to the terebinth tree of Tabor. There three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine. 4 And they will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall receive from their hands.”
   “The terebinth tree of Tabor . . . three men . . . three young goats . . . three loaves of bread . . . a skin of wine . . . they will greet you and give you.”  Realizing that Saul was probably having difficulty grasping the significance of these events, Samuel gave him three very specific signs.  The signs would take place in a specified order and at definite places.  They would reinforce and establish the Lord’s work for Saul through Samuel.

   Dr. Hugh Ross, an astrophysicist from the University of Toronto and now president of Reasons to Believe figured that the probability of these events happening in sequence and as Samuel predicted would be one in eight million.  As simple as Samuel’s signs appear on the printed page, only a sovereign God could orchestrate the necessary events with such precise timing and incredible accuracy.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

 I Samuel 10:5 “After that you shall come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is. And it will happen, when you have come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man. 7 And let it be, when these signs come to you, that you do as the occasion demands; for God is with you.” 

   “…a group of prophets…” These prophets were men who had totally devoted themselves to religious studies and exercises, such as preaching, praying, and praising God.  As they returned from offering a sacrifice, they were playing musical instruments and singing praises to God – similar to a modern praise and worship team.

   “…they will be prophesying.”   They were not necessarily predicting the future, but were all speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 14:3 says, “he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men.”

   “Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you…”  Receiving the Holy Spirit would be Saul’s real anointing.  A gallon of oil could be poured on Saul’s head, but if “the Spirit of the Lord” did not “come upon” him, it would have meant nothing!

   “…and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man.”  Before this, Saul did not appear to have been a particularly spiritual man.  So for him to “prophesy” – that is, speak as inspired from the Lord, whether predicting the future, exhorting others, or speaking unto God – was real evidence that he had been “turned into another man.”

   God picked Saul just as he was; yet, He did not want to leave Saul as he was.  For God to use Saul to the fullest, he had to be “turned into another man” by the filling of “the Spirit of the Lord.”

   “…when these signs come to you…” God arranged for each one of these three events to be a sign to Saul of his calling.  God confirmed to Saul His anointing!  David Guzik
I Samuel 10:8 “You shall go down before me to Gilgal; and surely I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, till I come to you and show you what you should do."

9 So it was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart; and all those signs came to pass that day. 10 When they came there to the hill, there was a group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And it happened, when all who knew him formerly saw that he indeed prophesied among the prophets, that the people said to one another, "What is this that has come upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?" 12 Then a man from there answered and said, "But who is their father?" Therefore it became a proverb: "Is Saul also among the prophets?" 13 And when he had finished prophesying, he went to the high place.

   “Seven days you shall wait…” This was an important command. By the nature of their office, kings do not wait for anybody.  Others wait for them.  But Samuel commanded Saul to wait for him, Even as king, Saul was to submit to the Lord and to the Lord’s prophet.  Failing to “wait” for Samuel would get Saul into trouble on a future occasion.

   …when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart…  Samuel could not give Saul another heart.  Only the Spirit of the Lord could do that.  To demonstrate this, God did not grant this change of heart to Saul until he left the presence of Samuel.  God wanted Saul to honor and respect Samuel, but not to look to Samuel in place of the Lord.  David Guzik
   God gave him another heart…  The new “heart” was a gift from God. We, too, can have “another heart” from the Lord, but we must receive it.  We can neither receive a new heart from anyone else but God, nor can we create a new heart in another.   This is solely God’s work.
   … then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them.   Saul’s behavior in the company of the prophets was most amazing.  He prophesied among them, possibly singing and praising God as they had been doing.

    “Is Saul also among the prophets?”  This became a proverb expressing astonishment when someone, who was not religious, becomes a religious fanatic.  It is similar to our phrase “He’s got religion?” 

I Samuel 10:14 Then Saul's uncle said to him and his servant, "Where did you go?"

So he said, "To look for the donkeys. When we saw that they were nowhere to be found, we went to Samuel."

15 And Saul's uncle said, "Tell me, please, what Samuel said to you."

16 So Saul said to his uncle, "He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found." But about the matter of the kingdom, he did not tell him what Samuel had said.

17 Then Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah, 18 and said to the children of Israel, "Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all kingdoms and from those who oppressed you.' 19 But you have today rejected your God, who Himself saved you from all your adversities and your tribulations; and you have said to Him, 'No, set a king over us!' Now therefore, present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by your clans."

   ‘I brought up Israel out of Egypt…’ Before God appointed a king, He reminded Israel of their deliverance from Egypt.  From a human standpoint, such an exodus was impossible.  However, God had worked mightily on their behalf.  Without Him, they would never have had the freedom they were now exercising.  He had established them as a nation.  
    “But you have … rejected your God, who Himself saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulation…”  The Lord, speaking through Samuel, reasoned with Israel that their rejection of Him made no sense.  Why would anyone reject the one “who Himself saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulations?”  It is easy for us to think, “Those Israelites were really stupid. How foolish to reject God like that!” But are we much different? Whenever we, even in the smallest way, reject God, we show the same insane reasoning.  David Guzik
I Samuel 10:20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri was chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was chosen.

   And Saul the son of Kish was chosen.  Why the lottery when God had already anointed Saul as king? This method would publicly show to all that God, indeed, had chosen Saul.  Israel, as a nation needed unity.   It would be hard enough for the new king to establish a government.  Even with this method there were discontents.
    Dr. Cyril J. Barber explains it this way: 

   Apparently the leader of each of the twelve tribes stepped forward, wrote the name of his tribe on a stone, and placed the stone in a large basin or urn.  The container was shaken until all of the stones but one fell out.  The remaining stone indicated the tribe from which the new king would come. Imagine the surprise of those present when God indicated neither the tribe of Ephraim nor Judah nor Manasseh, but the tribe of Benjamin.

   The heads of the different clans of Benjamin stepped forward and wrote their names on stones.  The time-honored procedure was repeated and the clan of Matri was chosen.  The heads of the different households of the clan repeated the process and the household of Kish was singled out.  And when a selection was made from among his sons, the lot fell on Saul.  

   Stunned surprise must have been felt throughout the ranks of the nobles, for God had selected not from among the aristocracy but from the smallest tribe, and from a family heretofore unknown in the counsels of the nation.  Yet, the selection had been conducted in such an open and public manner that no one could refute the means by which God had chosen to reveal His will. 

I Samuel 10:21 But when they sought him, he could not be found. 22 Therefore they inquired of the Lord further, "Has the man come here yet?"

And the Lord answered, "There he is, hidden among the equipment."

   …when they sought him, he could not be found.  Saul, who already knew the result of the selection process, had concealed himself, revealing his genuine humility and modesty.  He was not filled with a consuming ambition that pursued greatness for its own sake; rather he was possessed of the kind of spirit that does not seek great things for itself.  And, in spite of the fact that the Lord had changed him by giving him a different heart, he still shrank from the duties that lay before him.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

    "There he is, hidden among the equipment." Charles Haden Spurgeon, in his sermon Hiding Among the Stuff, shows how both believers and unbelievers can be “hidden among the equipment,” avoiding the crown God has for them.  “There may be some of you here present, who may be doing precisely what Saul did, only you are doing it more foolishly than he. He did but hide away from an earthly crown, but you hide from a heavenly one.” 
I Samuel 10:23 So they ran and brought him from there; and when he stood among the people, he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen, that there is no one like him among all the people?"

So all the people shouted and said, "Long live the king!"
   …he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward.  From the physical description of Saul, we see that God gave the people exactly what they had wanted.  Nothing spiritual was mentioned, as nothing spiritual was desired.

   “Long live the king!”  The people of Israel, in their desire for the image and pageantry of a human king had been yearning to shout these words for a long time.  They knew all the other nations reveled in royal ceremonies and functions.  Now they could also!  David Guzik

I Samuel 10:25 Then Samuel explained to the people the behavior of royalty, and wrote it in a book and laid it up before the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and valiant men went with him, whose hearts God had touched. 27 But some rebels said, "How can this man save us?" So they despised him, and brought him no presents. But he held his peace.

   …Samuel explained to the people the behavior of royalty…  When it says “the behavior of royalty,” we can guess that Samuel was not explaining how a king should hold a teacup.  Instead, Samuel was probably warning them about the wickedness and selfishness of kings.  Jesus Himself, said: “You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.”  But Jesus added these words of instruction: “Yet it shall not be so among you, but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant.  And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:42-45).  According to the way the kings of this world live, God never wants us to imitate “the behavior of royalty.” David Guzik
   Saul started out with so much promise.  He was chosen and anointed by God.  He was filled with the Holy Spirit. He was given gifts appropriate for royalty.  He had the support of godly Samuel. He had the enthusiastic support and goodwill of most of the nation.  He had “valiant men” around him; men “whose hearts God had touched” to support him.  He also had the wisdom to not regard every doubter, or every critic, as an enemy.  Despite all these great advantages, Saul could still blow it.  Would he walk in obedience to God or would he go his own way?  The rest of the book of 1 Samuel answers this question.

   …Saul also went home to Gibeah… At that time, there was no palace or capital.  So, Saul simply went home; though with him were his future advisors.

   …and valiant men went with him, whose hearts God had touched.   Saul could not lead the nation by himself.  He needed “valiant men” around him, men “whose hearts God had touched.”   Let us pray for those “valiant men (and women) whose hearts God has touched” to come along side us and help teach God’s Word to the children!   

  And as I Timothy 2:2 instructs us, we would also do well to pray for the chief officers of our county and their valiant men (staff).  
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