DAVID I    LESSON 6–DAVID SPARES SAUL’S LIFE
(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 24:1-22; 26:1-25
Memory Verse:   Matthew 5:44
And I say to you, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”
Motions to Memory Verse:

And I say to you – Point toward children to beat of music. 

Love your – Make fists, crossed at wrists and pressed to heart.
enemies –  Pull fists apart quickly with staccato jerk. 

bless them – Hands cupped in front of lower lip and chin, palms facing chin, extend down and out as hands open wide (as if good things are coming out of your mouth).

that curse you – Hands cupped in front of lower lip and chin, palms facing out.  Open hands wide with staccato motion pushing hands away from self.  Make nasty face (as if bad things are coming out of your mouth).

do good to them – Hand extended in front of self, palms up, fingers outstretched bouncing apart to beat of music.  Smile.

that hate you – Dramatically clap hands once and make a face.

and pray for them – Hands in praying position. 
which despitefully use you– Pretend to be fighting with both fists.
and persecute – Cut throat with finger.  
you.  Point to children

   Both David and Saul were chosen for leadership and were anointed by the Holy Spirit, yet, everything else in their lives were in striking opposition.  In one, there was steady growth in grace and in the knowledge of God; in the other was tragic decline and disobedience to God resulting in sin, frustration, and darkness.  

   Saul could have been all that David was, but instead, he withdrew from a walk of obedience in fellowship with God.  His life became one of spiritual decline which always makes itself evident in the character of a man.  That one life would end in triumph and the other in tragedy was a process.  It is not snap decisions that decide our eternal destiny.  Alan Redpath
   David waited eight yeas before he became king of Judah and those were years of deep testing.  It was during this time that he wrote many of the Psalms.  He was often in hiding and almost constantly in danger for his life.  These were years when God was training His man to be Israel’s shepherd.  Theodore Epp
   After we surrender out lives to God, He permits testing and trials to come.  Some wonder why things become so adverse after giving themselves completely to the Lord. We know both from the Scriptures and from experience that testings are essential for our spiritual training.  They are necessary before God can trust us with the responsibilities of spiritual leadership.  Theodore Epp
I Samuel 24:1-22
      Although David was the object of the king’s unmerited hatred, the victim of his unrelenting plots, and the one on whom the king projected his unbridled fears and ungoverned fury, David continued to remain steadfast in his allegiance to the crown.  He exerted every effort to demonstrate his faithfulness to Saul and the principles of the theocracy.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
 And David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and remained in the mountains in the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand.  I Samuel 23:14
   Saul sought him every day…  During these years – not months, but years – King Saul was dogging David’s steps every day, waiting for him to be vulnerable so he could wipe him off the earth.  And it wasn’t just Saul that David had to fear; the entire army of Israel was committed to the death of David.  
   Then just at a moment when it appeared that Saul and his army had David and his band surrounded, Saul got word that the Philistines had raided the land. So Saul broke off his pursuit and returned to take care of the Philistine problem.  Once more, Saul’s evil plans had been thwarted.  Charles Swindoll

I Samuel 24:1  Now it happened, when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, and “Take note! David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi."
   …when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him… “David…”  Saul could have gone back to the comforts of his home after the taxing war with the Philistines, but he didn’t.  He was consumed with jealousy.  He chose to carry his own personal battle with him.  
   “…the Wilderness of En Gedi…   En Gedi was a perfect hideout for David.  It was an oasis in the desert wilderness where there were freshwater springs, waterfalls, lush vegetation, and countless caves in the rocky limestone cliffs, high above the Dead Sea.  En Gedi was a perfect place to hide.  It provided protection, water, and a natural lookout spot where David could see for miles around to guard against any enemy’s approach.  Charles Swindoll
 I Samuel 24:2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel, and went to seek David and his men on the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 3 So he came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to attend to his needs. (David and his men were staying in the recesses of the cave.)
   …David and his men… Due to Saul’s wrath, David had sent his parents to Moab while his brothers had come to live in the caves with him.  Outcasts, rebels, discontents – many, who were in distress under Saul, came to join David after hearing that he was hiding as a fugitive (I Samuel 22:2).  The men arrived one by one until there were a band of 400 with David.  The number soon grew to 600.   David became their leader.  

   …Saul went in to attend to his needs…  Saul needed to answer the call of nature.  So he found himself crouching in the privacy of a cave – but not just any cave – the very cave where David and his men were.  Talk about being vulnerable!  Bad enough for the king to be seen at that moment, but to be in the very presence of the enemy.  Oh, man!  Charles Swindoll 
 

   What are the chances that Saul had to attend to his personal need at the very moment he passed by the cave in which David was hiding?  Something even as basic and common as that was not a coincidence, but was orchestrated by God to test David, to train him, and to display his godly heart.  Because of the nature of his need Saul entered the cave alone.  His soldiers and bodyguards remained outside keeping watch.
 

   David and his men were staying in the recesses of the cave.  These caves are dark as midnight, and the keenest eyes cannot see five paces inward; but one who has been long within, and is looking towards the entrance, can observe with perfect distinctness all that takes place in that direction.  The blinding glare of the sunshine on the limestone cliffs made Saul more than ever unable to detect the forms that lined the cave, while they could perfectly well watch his every movement.   Dr. Thomson
   Psalm 142 was written while David was in the cave. Inwardly, David felt total despair – “my spirit was overwhelmed within me.” Aside from his own troubles, David was responsible for a multitude of other men who had many problems of their own.  Surrounded by many, David still felt that there was not one person in the whole group who cared for him – “for there is not one who acknowledges me; Refuge has failed me; No one cares for my soul.”  
   Do you feel that you are in a cave?  Are you living in a house where no one loves you?  Do you feel there cannot be happiness in your life until you see the death of someone?  That was David’s state of mind when this story transpired.  He was given an opportunity to end much of his suffering the easy way.  Would he take it?

 I Samuel 24:4 Then the men of David said to him, "This is the day of which the Lord said to you, 'Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’”   And David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul's robe. 5 Now it happened afterward that David's heart troubled him because he had cut Saul's robe.  
   …the men of David said… “This is the day … the Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand’”    David’s men believed that the opportunity in front of them was from God. They knew it was no happenstance that Saul entered alone into that cave at that moment.  They saw this as an occurrence arranged by God to kill Saul.  They implored David to seize the opportunity and kill the man whose express intent was to kill him!
 

    …David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. We can imagine David listening to this counsel from his men, and with sword in hand, creeping quickly toward Saul covered by the darkness of the cave.  David’s men were excited; their lives as fugitives were about to end, and they would soon be installed as friends and associates of the new King of Israel. However, David didn’t bring his sword crashing down upon Saul’s neck nor did he thrust it through his back.  David Guzik
   David curbed his own passion that tore like fire through every vein, and contented himself with creeping near, and cutting off the skirt of the king’s robe, to prove to the king that he had completely been in David’s power.  F. B. Meyer
   Some wonder how David could have gotten so close without being detected.  Saul may have laid his robe down in one part of the cave, and attended to his needs in another part, so David did not have to get right next to Saul to cut off a corner of his robe. Or, it may have been that there was enough noise and commotion from the three thousand men outside the cave, along with their horses, so that David was simply undetectable.  David Guzik
   Sometimes, when we have a promise from God, we think we are justified in sinning to pursue that promise.  A married person may say, “God has promised me abundant life (John 10:10). God wants me to have fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11).  I can’t have abundant life or fullness of joy being married to my present spouse, so I am going to leave.  I have found someone who does give me fullness of joy and abundant life. Thank you Lord for Your promise!” 
   Such thinking is always wrong.  It is totally sinful. God will fulfill His promises, but He will do it His way, and do it righteously.  We need to be like Abraham, who obeyed God even when it seemed to be at the expense of God’s promise, willing to sacrifice the son of promise (Genesis 22).  Even more, we need to be like Jesus, who didn’t take Satan’s offer to win back the world at the expense of obedience (Luke 4:5-8).   David Guzik
 
   David had a radical, obedient trust in God.  David couldn’t have read Romans, yet he knew its truth better than many who have: “Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21).  
 

   In all this, we see that David not only knew how to wait on the Lord, but he also knew how to wait for the Lord.  “We wait on the Lord by prayer and supplication, looking for the indication of his will; we wait for the Lord by patience and submission, looking for the interposition of his hand.” F.B. Meyer 
   David was determined that when he sat on the throne of Israel, it wouldn’t be because he got Saul out of the way, but because God got Saul out of the way. He wanted God’s fingerprints on that work, not his own, and he wanted the clean conscience that comes from knowing it was God’s work.

 

   In all this, David didn’t store up bitterness and anger in his heart toward Saul. Even as Saul made David’s life completely miserable, David kept taking it to the Lord, and he received the cleansing from the hurt and the bitterness and the anger that only the Lord can give. If David had stored up bitterness and anger, he probably wouldn’t have been able to resist the temptation to kill Saul at what seemed to be a “risk free” opportunity.  David Guzik
 

   We win most when we appear to have yielded most, and gain advantages by refusing to take them wrongfully. The man who can wait for God is a man of power.  F.B. Meyer
 

   David’s heart troubled him…  When David cut off part of the king’s garment, he began to experience justified guilt.  When you really want to walk with God, you desire to come to terms with every detail.  There’s no such thing as a small step on the road to temptation or on the pathway to revenge and retaliation.  Even a small step in that direction is a wrong step.  It’s when we tell ourselves, “This doesn’t matter” that we’re on our way to sliding in neck deep.  Charles Swindoll
  What a tender conscience David had! Many would only be troubled that they did not take the opportunity to kill Saul.  However, David realized that even in that little tantalizing mockery, he had been operating in the flesh.

 

   It was a trifling matter, and yet it seemed dishonoring to God’s anointed king; and as such it hurt David to have done it. We, sometimes in conversation and criticism, cut off a piece of a man’s character, or influence for good, or standing in the esteem of others. Ought not our heart to smite us for such thoughtless conduct? Ought we not to make confession and reparation?  F.B. Meyer
 

    Bee masters tell us that those are the best hives that make the greatest noise; so is the best conscience that checks for smallest sins. Trapp
I Samuel 24:6 And he said to his men, "The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord." 7 So David restrained his servants with these words, and did not allow them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up from the cave and went on his way.

   “The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed . . . seeing he is the anointed of the Lord.”  David knew better than anyone that Saul was a troubled and corrupt leader; yet, it was in God’s power daily to dispose of him and He did not.  David would not lift his hand to do what was only the Lord’s task.

 

   So David restrained his servants… David not only kept himself from taking vengeance upon Saul, he restrained his servants also.  Many men, in the same situation, would say, “Well, I won’t kill Saul now. But if one of my servants does, what can I do?” and therefore leave the door wide open for Saul to be killed.  But David didn’t do that; he restrained his servants.

   When we see someone treat an enemy in a kind way, we are like David's men.  Our first thought is, “Why didn't you get revenge?”  Then we begin to realize the strength and character of the person who returned good for evil.  Our admiration and respect for them grows.  This act of kindness did not diminish David in the eyes of his men. On the contrary, it revealed to them what a great man he truly was.  

 

   …with these words…  What words? The words of a humble, tender conscience before God; the words of a man who was convicted at merely cutting off a corner of Saul’s robe. When David’s servants saw how godly David was, and how much he wanted to please God in everything, their hearts were restrained from doing any evil against Saul.  David Guzik
   Who knows whom you could persuade if you walked with God?  Few things are more infectious than a godly lifestyle.  The people you rub shoulders with every day need that kind of challenge.  Not prudish.  Not preachy.  Just crackerjack clean living.  Just honest-to-goodness, bone-deep, non-hypocritical integrity.  Authentic obedience to God.  Charles Swindoll
   Little did David know that he was training those who would be closest to him when he became ruler.  The values that he implanted in them would come back upon his own head someday.  And they did.  David died peacefully as an old man in bed.
I Samuel 24:8 David also arose afterward, went out of the cave, and called out to Saul, saying, "My lord the king!" And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed down. 
   David … went out of the cave…  David took a big chance.  He could have simply remained in hiding, secure in the fact that Saul had not found him.  Nevertheless, he surrendered himself to Saul because he saw the opportunity to show him that he meant no evil toward him.

 

   “My lord the king…”  David showed great submission to Saul.  We might think that David had the right to come to Saul as an equal. “Well Saul, we’ve both been anointed to be king. You’ve got the throne right now, but I’ll have it some day and you know it.  So from one anointed man to another, look at how I just spared your life.” That wasn’t David’s attitude at all. Instead, he said: “Saul, you are the boss and I know it. I respect your place as my leader and as my king.”  Charles Swindoll
   … David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed.  David made himself completely vulnerable to Saul, his sworn enemy.  He bowed before him.  Saul could have easily killed him at that moment, but David trusted that if he did what was right before God, God would protect him.
I Samuel 24:9 And David said to Saul: "Why do you listen to the words of men who say, 'Indeed David seeks your harm'? 10 Look, this day your eyes have seen that the Lord delivered you today into my hand in the cave, and someone urged me to kill you. But my eye spared you, and I said, 'I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord's anointed.' 11 Moreover, my father, see! Yes, see the corner of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the corner of your robe, and did not kill you, know and see that there is neither evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it. 12 Let the Lord judge between you and me, and let the Lord avenge me on you. But my hand shall not be against you. 13 As the proverb of the ancients says, 'Wickedness proceeds from the wicked.' But my hand shall not be against you.” 
   “Why do you listen to the words of men…” David knew very well that Saul’s fear of David came from Saul himself, and not from anyone else. But David put the blame on nameless others, so that it was easier for Saul to say “They were wrong” instead of “I was wrong.” Even in confronting Saul, David was covering Saul’s sin!  

   He prudently and modestly translated the fault from Saul to his followers and evil counselors.  Matthew Poole
   David was wise in his appeal to Saul: “Love covers all sins” (Proverbs 10:12); “love will cover a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).
  “I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord’s anointed…”  The phrase “touch not the Lord’s anointed” is in vogue among some Christians, and among many leaders and they like to use David’s actions here as an example.  To them it means: “You should never speak against a pastor or a leader. He is above your criticism or rebuke, so just keep quiet.”  Sometimes it is used even to prevent a Biblical evaluation of a man’s teaching.    
   Although David refused to kill or even harm the Lord’s anointed, he did humbly confront Saul with his sin.  It is entirely wrong for people to use the idea of touch not the Lord’s anointed to insulate a leader from all evaluation or accountability.   David Guzik
 

   “Let the Lord judge between you and me…”  David would let God plead his case and be the judge.  He knew Saul would be judged but God’s judgment is God’s business.  David was letting God set the court date.
   “…my hand shall not be against you.”  Not only did David not kill Saul when given the opportunity, he protected him by restraining his men!

 

      “Wickedness proceeds from the wicked.”   David used this proverb to make a point. “Saul, if I were really wicked and were out to kill you, I would have acted wickedly in the cave.  Since no wickedness came from me then it follows – I am not wicked.”
 I Samuel 24:14 “After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead dog? A flea? 15 Therefore let the Lord be judge, and judge between you and me, and see and plead my case, and deliver me out of your hand."
   “Whom do you pursue? A dead dog?”  A dead dog can't harm a person.  He can't even bark to scare him.  David assured Saul that he was not going to so much as raise his hand against him.  He was totally leaving any retribution with the Lord.
   “A flea?”   David compared himself to a single flea.  Once a flea is caught it is not worth much; and yet it is not easy to catch.  It is first here and then there and then somewhere else.  That was Saul's experience in trying to catch David.  

   David could have said to King Saul, “You know, I am the Lord's anointed.  I am an important person.  You had better be nice to me.  Besides, I now have a lot of men who are following me, too, and we could make mincemeat out of you.”  Instead, he humbly compared himself to a flea.  

   “Therefore let the Lord be judge … and deliver me out of your hand.”  If a person were aware of any hidden sin in his life, he would not ask the Lord to be his judge.  
I Samuel 24:16 So it was, when David had finished speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, "Is this your voice, my son David?" And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 17 Then he said to David: "You are more righteous than I; for you have rewarded me with good, whereas I have rewarded you with evil. 18 And you have shown this day how you have dealt well with me; for when the Lord delivered me into your hand, you did not kill me. 19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him get away safely? Therefore may the Lord reward you with good for what you have done to me this day.”
   …Saul lifted up his voice and wept.   Just for a moment, like a flash of lightning, this man was melted by the power of love; he saw his stupidity and folly.  But alas, he had been so held in the grip of passion that he no longer had power to shake off his madness. 

   It is only the love of God shed abroad by the Holy Spirit that can cause effective repentance and cleansing.  The practice of love in your life liberates spiritual power as nothing else can.  It is not simply the distribution of a tract; it is not the preaching of a sermon or the teaching of a Sunday school class.  It is something far deeper: a life saturated with love, a life that has learned the principle that David learned, to love not merely your friends, but also your enemies; and a life that has learned, also, to wait upon God.  Alan Redpath
 

   “You are more righteous than I . . . you did not kill me . . . the Lord reward you with good for what you have done to me this day.”  Saul knew that what he was doing was wicked.  A person can know he/she is doing wrong, yet still not stop.  The Bible speaks of being slaves to sin.  This is a perfect illustration.   

 I Samuel 24:20 “And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand. 21 Therefore swear now to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my name from my father's house."

22 So David swore to Saul. And Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold.

   “…I know indeed that you shall surely be king…”  Since the women’s song many years ago, Saul had suspected that David would be the next king.  He thought it when he threw the spear at David.  He was pretty sure of it when he railed against Jonathan for allowing David to take the throne from him.  Now he openly acknowledged it for all to hear!
 

   “Therefore swear now to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants after me…”   David had already sworn this same oath to Jonathan.  It was the custom of the day to kill the entire family of a previous king.  This was done in Europe for many generations.  The safety of their children was first and foremost on both Jonathan's and King Saul's minds.

 

   And Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold.  David knew Saul’s good intentions would soon vanish.   We, too, may have good intentions that we are unable to carry through.  The Spirit of God is needed to change one’s heart, but God’s Spirit had departed from Saul.

    What a miserable picture was Saul!  What was the use of saying, ‘I have played the fool,’ if he went on playing the fool? 
 

   If a man is as emotionally upset as Saul, then awakens to his condition, but only weeps about it and still doesn’t obey God, his second state is a thousand times worse than the first.  Emotion that does not lead to action hardens the heart, which then leads deeper into sin and rebellion.  Alan Redpath
I Samuel 26:1-25
   While David had not placed his confidence in Saul’s show of repentance following the events at En Gedi (even though the king had taken an oath not to harm him), he must have hoped that now, at least, he would be able to enjoy some respite from the relentless harassment of the past several years.  But that was not to be!  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
I Samuel 26:1 Now the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, "Is David not hiding in the hill of Hachilah, opposite Jeshimon?" 2 Then Saul arose and went down to the Wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the Wilderness of Ziph. 3 And Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which is opposite Jeshimon, by the road. But David stayed in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness. 4 David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul had indeed come.

   …the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, saying, "Is David not hiding…”  The Ziphites should have been loyal to David for he and his men had recently saved their city from total destruction at the hands of the Philistines.  They, however, repaid him with betrayal.  
   …the hill of Hachilah…  Once more Saul was in pursuit of his rival with three thousand choice men of Israel with him. F. B. Meyer
   …Saul came after him into the wilderness.  Within a day’s forced march, or two at the most, Saul and his men reached the hill of Hachilah.  They were very tired but believed the element of surprise was on their side.  They planned to begin their search for the fugitive the next day at first light.

   David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul had indeed come.  In God’s sovereign protection of His anointed, David’s spies discovered that Saul had come again to search for him.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
I Samuel 26:5 So David arose and came to the place where Saul had encamped. And David saw the place where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the commander of his army. Now Saul lay within the camp, with the people encamped all around him. 6 Then David answered, and said to Ahimelech the Hittite and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, "Who will go down with me to Saul in the camp?"
    And Abishai said, "I will go down with you."

    7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and there Saul lay sleeping within the camp, with his spear stuck in the ground by his head. And Abner and the people lay all around him. 8 Then Abishai said to David, "God has delivered your enemy into your hand this day. Now therefore, please, let me strike him at once with the spear, right to the earth; and I will not have to strike him a second time!"
   …David arose and came to the place where Saul had encamped.  From the summit of Hachilah, David and two others took note of the layout of Saul’s camp.  Then they waited for darkness.
   …David saw the place where Saul lay, and Abner…  On the outskirts, the wagons made a rude barricade; within these the soldiers were asleep.  In the innermost circle Saul and Abner were posted; but the watches were badly kept, and no precaution had been taken against a sudden attack.  

   Then David answered, and said to Ahimelech the Hittite and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab, saying, "Who will go down with me to Saul in the camp?"  David challenged the two bravest men of his little army to a feat, from which one of them shrank!  Those who trust in the promises of God fear nothing, except to do wrong, and to grieve God.  F. B. Meyer

   …David and Abishai came to the people by night; and there Saul lay sleeping within the camp…  David, with his nephew, climbed down into the valley below.  They cautiously made their way into the camp by moonlight and tiptoed around the 3000 sleeping bodies that encircled the place where the king himself had bedded down for the night.  Saul was nearly seventy years old and the long march had left him exhausted.

    “…let me strike him at once with the spear, right to the earth; and I will not have to strike him a second time!"  Abishai knew David would not kill King Saul, so he volunteered to do the job.  “I will kill him, so fast and so efficiently that he will be dead instantly, he will not make a sigh or a groan and no one around here will wake up.”  Remember that they were whispering in the midst of three thousand men of war.   The Biblical writer tells us that God had caused a deep sleep to come upon the camp that night (vs. 12).
I Samuel 26:9 But David said to Abishai, "Do not destroy him; for who can stretch out his hand against the Lord's anointed, and be guiltless?" 
   “…who can stretch out his hand against the Lord's anointed, and be guiltless?"  David was protecting his nephew.  He did not want him to have the wrath of God on his life.  It took a lot of integrity and character to stand for right, especially when the wrong would have benefited David so much.  

   Are we completely honest even when benefited?  When we receive too much change from a salesclerk, when an incorrect call in sports is made on our behalf, when we receive credit for another’s work or idea, do we speak the truth and make it right?

I Samuel 26:10 David said furthermore, "As the Lord lives, the Lord shall strike him, or his day shall come to die, or he shall go out to battle and perish. 11 The Lord forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the Lord's anointed. But please, take now the spear and the jug of water that are by his head, and let us go." 12 So David took the spear and the jug of water by Saul's head, and they got away; and no man saw or knew it or awoke. For they were all asleep, because a deep sleep from the Lord had fallen on them.

   “…the Lord shall strike him, or his day shall come to die, or he shall go out to battle and perish.  The Lord forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the Lord's anointed.”  Just because we have the opportunity to pay someone back for what they have done to us does not mean that it is God's will.  David told his nephew, “Someday King Saul will die.  When and under what circumstances that will happen, I don't know.  But it will not be by my hand.  I will be patient and wait for God's time.”  
   David kept his conscience clear.  He did nothing that he would later regret.  In a split second, especially when in the wrong place with the wrong company, we can do something that will haunt us for the rest of our lives.  No momentary action is ever worth sleepless nights filled with tears of regret and remorse.  
   David was tempted in two areas we also may be tempted: to shorten our suffering and to grab at getting honor as soon as possible.  May we resist the temptation of the enemy to want things without waiting for God's perfect timing.  Today, a lot of people choose to shorten the suffering God has put in their lives.  When put in a painful situation, they seek an escape.  How easy it is to act; how hard it is to wait upon God.  Are you going through hard times?  You are a child of God.  He is preparing you for His use.  Don’t take yourself out of His loving hands.   
   …David took the spear and the jug of water by Saul's head, and they got away…  David merely wanted proof that he could have harmed Saul, but didn’t.  

   Some commentators feel David devised this plan to hopefully shame Saul again and avoid a confrontation.  His men were living under enough hardship just surviving in the wilderness.  Many had their families with them.  The stress of again being hunted by three thousand of the king’s soldiers would be overwhelming to David’s men. 
I Samuel 26:13 Now David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of a hill afar off, a great distance being between them. 14 And David called out to the people and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, "Do you not answer, Abner?"

     Then Abner answered and said, "Who are you, calling out to the king?"

    15 So David said to Abner, "Are you not a man? And who is like you in Israel? Why then have you not guarded your lord the king? For one of the people came in to destroy your lord the king. 16 This thing that you have done is not good. As the Lord lives, you deserve to die, because you have not guarded your master, the Lord's anointed. And now see where the king's spear is, and the jug of water that was by his head."

   …afar off, a great distance being between them.  David wanted to make sure he was a safe distance from his enemies before he awakened them.  
   …David called out to the people and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, "Do you not answer, Abner?"  There is scarcely anything more unnerving than suddenly waking from a sound sleep to be questioned about something of which one is entirely ignorant.  Abner’s dilemma was heightened because Saul also awakened and wanted to know what was going on.  With little elegance and less grace, Abner responded, “Who are you?  Who is calling to the king?”

   David was enjoying the mental and emotional discomfort of Abner and the men, most of whom at one time may have been his friends. Without answering Abner’s question, David returned to his former accusation and he challenged Abner by saying:
   “Are you not a man [can’t you take responsibility]?  And who [is] like you in Israel [brave, resourceful, and entrusted with the life of the king]?  But why have you not guarded over your lord the king?  [You are derelict in your duty.]  For one of the people came to destroy the king.  This [negligence of yours] is not good.  [As] Yahweh lives, you [are] all sons of death [you all deserve to die] in that you have not guarded over your lord, over the anointed of Yahweh; and now [do you want proof of what I am saying?] see where the king’s spear [is] and skin of water which [was] at his head.”  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   I Samuel 26:17 Then Saul knew David's voice, and said, "Is that your voice, my son David?"
   David said, "It is my voice, my lord, O king." 18 And he said, "Why does my lord thus pursue his servant? For what have I done, or what evil is in my hand? 19 Now therefore, please, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant: If the Lord has stirred you up against me, let Him accept an offering. But if it is the children of men, may they be cursed before the Lord, for they have driven me out this day from sharing in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, 'Go, serve other gods.' 20 So now, do not let my blood fall to the earth before the face of the Lord. For the king of Israel has come out to seek a flea, as when one hunts a partridge in the mountains."
   …Saul knew David's voice, and said, "Is that your voice, my son David?"  Saul replied before Abner could think of an answer.  Saul recognized David’s voice.  

   "Why does my lord thus pursue his servant?”  David, aware now that the king was listening, earnestly pleaded his cause.  He showed the folly of constant persecution of him, for his loyalty was evident by his actions.  If David were plotting evil, he would have killed the king in his sleep.  

   I Samuel 26:21 Then Saul said, "I have sinned. Return, my son David. For I will harm you no more, because my life was precious in your eyes this day. Indeed I have played the fool and erred exceedingly."

   "I have sinned. … I have played the fool and erred exceedingly."  How aptly that describes the life of Saul.  “I had God on my side, yet I lived as though He did not exist.  There was a great, glorious sunrise in my career in which He anointed me as the king, or at least the people did.  I was the pick of the litter in Israel.  I was a head above all the other men.  I was handsome.  I was winsome.  I was a strong, natural leader.  I was the man who could do the job.  The people of Israel chose me to lead them.  But they didn’t know the inside of me.  I have played the fool!”  Charles Swindoll
I Samuel 26:22 And David answered and said, "Here is the king's spear. Let one of the young men come over and get it. 23 May the Lord repay every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; for the Lord delivered you into my hand today, but I would not stretch out my hand against the Lord's anointed. 24 And indeed, as your life was valued much this day in my eyes, so let my life be valued much in the eyes of the Lord, and let Him deliver me out of all tribulation."
   "Here is the king's spear. Let one of the young men come over and get it.”  As a token of his good faith, David returned to Saul his spear (and probably the skin of water as well).
   I Samuel 26:25 Then Saul said to David, "May you be blessed, my son David! You shall both do great things and also still prevail."

   So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.

   “You shall both do great things and also still prevail."  Saul, touched by the sincerity of his son-in-law, stated that he was sure David would do mightily and prevail.
   Then the two men parted, never again to meet in this life.  The king, pursuing a course that continued to harden his heart, retuned to Gibeah.  David, the maligned and misused servant of the Lord, rejoined his men.

   Saul’s repentance was short-lived.  We do not know in what manner he continued to seek for David, but the inspired historian tells us that he only abandoned his search when he was told that David had become a vassal of the Philistines (I Samuel 27:4).  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   How often are you to get revenge?  “Never,” says God.  Not usually.  Not sometimes.  Not occasionally.  Not even once!  “Never take your own revenge.”
   Now, we’re not talking about national defense here.  We’re not talking about defending our shores when the enemy comes.  We’re not talking about standing up for what is right in the public arena.  We’re talking about a personal offense in which harm was done to us and we didn’t like it.  It’s in the past but we keep fanning the flame by refusing to forgive.

   God says, “So far as it depends on you. Be at peace with all.”  In other words, you can’t change the other person.  All you can do is handle your part, through God’s power.  “If there’s to be any blame,” He says, “leave it with Me.  Don’t you live with it. You do all you can to be at peace.”  And that starts with forgiveness.
  Let us learn a lesson from David.  When life’s most subtle temptation of holding a grudge attempts to draw you in, refuse to yield.  Trust me on this one … you’ll never regret forgiving someone who doesn’t deserve it!  Charles Swindoll
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