DAVID I    LESSON 5–JEALOUS SAUL TRIES TO KILL DAVID
(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 18:1-16; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
Memory Verse:   Ephesians 4:24
And that you put on the new man, which was created according to God in true righteousness and holiness.
Motions to Memory Verse:

And that you – Point to others.

put on the new man – Pretend to be putting on  pants, step into one leg at a time.

which was created – Pretend to be pulling sleeves onto arms, one  at a time.
According to God – Point upward toward heaven.

in true righteousness – Pretend to be putting a crown on your head.

and holiness –  Make a big circle with hands ending in open Bible position.
I Samuel 18:1-16
I Samuel 18:1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 
   As Jonathan listened to the conversation between his father and David following the victory over Goliath, Jonathan recognized character qualities in this young man that he admired greatly.  

   The quality of character that Jonathan saw in David drew from him admiration and love. It is God’s plan for souls to be knit together thus.  Adam and Eve came into the world like that, knit together in a oneness which God had given to them.  But sin, the great divider of human hearts as well as of men from God, soon did its deadly work and separated them one from the other with the result that ever since then, each of us has started the solitary journey of life all alone.  The human heart cries out to be knit to another.  We all seek to establish this oneness which was God’s purpose from before the foundation of the world.   Alan Redpath

   …the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.  This is probably the best definition of true friendship ever penned.  The word knit literally means chained, that is, the soul of Jonathan was chained to the soul of David.  They were bound to each other in an inseparable relationship and union.  In their minds and hearts they became one soul.  They were in a true sense soul brothers.  Although the friendship was definitely initiated by Jonathan, it quickly became reciprocal.  
   Jonathan was a prince, possibly in his mid-thirties, while David was a shepherd boy around twenty.  Here, a son of a king honored the son of a shepherd above himself.  Despite the differences of their age and social standings, they were both men after God's own heart.  
   Jonathan must have been greatly impressed with David from the very moment David accepted the challenge to fight Goliath.  Perhaps Jonathan had considered accepting this challenge himself, and on the same basis as David's – that the battle would have to be the Lord's.   Jonathan, too, had once fought an impossible battle believing that the victory depended upon the Lord.  His view of God's power was equivalent to David's.   
   David and Jonathan found in each other a kindred spirit.  The bond that united them was not simply admiration for one another’s courage and skill (Jonathan’s exploits were by now legendary, and David was beginning to come to public notice).  Their common bond was faith and their love for the Lord God of Israel.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
I Samuel 18:2 Saul took him that day, and would not let him go home to his father's house anymore. 3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 
   Saul took him that day, and would not let him go home to his father's house anymore.  The king saw that he had found a valuable man.  Though the Spirit of God had departed from Saul, he had come upon David and Saul was not blind to the contribution such a Spirit-directed person could make to the kingdom of Israel.  Theodore Epp

   Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.  Because of his admiration for David, Jonathan made a covenant with him.  He vowed to be a true and loyal friend for the rest of his life.  Jonathan surely knew Samuel’s prophecies concerning the next king.  God was going to choose someone better than his father and here stood someone much better.  
   Jonathan was heir to the throne.  It is not clear when he knew David would be king instead of him.  He is the one who should have been jealous of David; yet, he wasn’t.  Jonathan dreamed of ruling the kingdom with David, “You will be king over Israel and I will be next to you” (I Sam 23:17).  
I Samuel 18:4 And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt.

   Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David…  Jonathan sealed this contract of friendship with an act of kindness that is still considered, in some parts of the world, as the most significant honor one human being can bestow upon another.  When a prince clothes a subject with his own garments, there is no higher honor.  Wicked Haman, in the book of Esther, was asked by the King, “What should be done for someone whom the king wants to honor?”  Haman suggested that the king’s robes be put on him and that he be led through the streets on a horse for everyone to see as a servant shouted, “This is what the king does for one he wishes to honor.”  

   That was what Jonathan did for David.  He stripped himself of his robe and gave it to David, with his armor, including his sword, his bow, and his belt.  David’s battle against Goliath had been won with a sling and a stone.  Unquestionably, these new weapons were an exciting gift for David.  Weapons were scarce in Israel.  At one time it was written that only Saul and Jonathan had a sword – no one else!   How unselfish Jonathan was!   
   Jonathan, because of his love for David and for God, stripped himself of his right to the throne and all the outward prestige.  He gave his princely garment away to the one who was to be the next king.  He wanted all to see David and not himself as the true king.  

   We are to give up our right to rule the throne of our own lives to the Lord Jesus because we love Him.  Our very appearance should show evidence that Christ is now our ruler and not ourselves. 

   True love for us made Christ forget His own self and give His life for us.  True love for Christ should inspire us to forget all our plans for ourselves and give our lives to His kingdom.

I Samuel 18:5 So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and behaved wisely. And Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 
    So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and behaved wisely.  David behaved wisely.  He had a maturity far beyond his years.  David obeyed King Saul and tried to please him.  David knew that God had chosen him to be king, but he willingly waited for God's timing.  He remained in Saul's command and served him faithfully as long as it was safe for him to do so.

   Here is the champion of champions, the slayer of the giant, and he went wherever Saul sent him.  He was in loyal submission to this king.  He served as sort of an intern incognito – a king in the making (without Saul’s realizing it).  And what happened?  He prospered.  Four times in this chapter it either says David prospered, or that he behaved himself wisely.  What a man; he simply did what God led him to do.  He submitted to authority, and God lifted him up above his peers.  Charles Swindoll
    And Saul set him over the men of war…  David had never served in the army, per se.  He had been merely a court musician and an armor-bearer.  However, following the victory over Goliath, Saul promoted David to leadership over all the men of war.  Saul gave him valuable training, not knowing David was to be his successor.  

    …he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul's servants.  David commanded the troops so well that even the king’s servants were impressed. They could have become jealous, for David had been one of them.  But they weren’t.  David wasn't conceited; he didn't brag.  He controlled his tongue, used discernment, and had a teachable spirit.   
   Despite his youth and inexperience, David knew how to conduct himself with everyone.  The servants liked him.  The troops followed him.  And even Saul, when he was not in the grip of his evil spirit, respected him.  Charles Swindoll
   William Deane adds:  “Thus David showed his power over the hearts of men.  No one disputed his claim to advancement; all agreed that his rapid promotion was entirely well deserved.”
I Samuel 18:6 Now it had happened as they were coming home, when David was returning from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women had come out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and with musical instruments. 

   …the women had come out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing…  Tensions had been high; the outcome of the war had been doubtful.  Many reports of the over nine foot tall jeering giant covered in brass and armed to the hilt had, no doubt, reached the families of the Israelites during the six week standoff.   Now the uncertainty was gone and complete victory belonged to Israel. The women were relieved that their sons and fathers and husbands were returning home safely.  Women from all the cities of Israel welcomed King Saul and his army with tambourines and other musical instruments as they joyfully sang and danced.  
I Samuel 18:7 So the women sang as they danced, and said:
"Saul has slain his thousands,

And David his ten thousands."

8 Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, "They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?" 9 So Saul eyed David from that day forward.
   Before Goliath, no one knew who David was; now, he was instantly popular, an immediate celebrity.  Overnight he had become a national hero.  The people began to sing his praises.  
   Saul made good on his promise to enrich the man who killed Goliath.  David became a permanent part of the king’s court.  Very few people could take all that in stride, but David did.  He knew how to live with success without having it affect him.  It’s a rare person who can do that – especially if he is young and has never lived his life before the public.  Charles Swindoll  
   "Saul has slain his thousands…”  The song began well – an enormous amount of credit was given to Saul.  For one man to kill thousands in battle was amazing!  But wait!  There was another verse to the song!  
   “And David his ten thousands."  David had just accomplished an incredible feat.  A young man, not yet twenty, who had never worn the uniform of the Israeli army, never once suited up for battle, never once known what it was to carry a sword, had run onto the battle field, faced a giant and killed him with one rock from his sling. 

   The women didn't even know what David looked like; yet, they were giving him more praise than they had given Saul.  
   Saul should have been happy and joined with the people in praising David, but jealous people don't give others credit.  Instead of being joyful about David's victory over the giant, jealous Saul became David’s enemy and remained so for the rest of his life.
   God let men pile praise on David because he knew David’s heart.   David was tested by popularity on the one hand, and jealousy on the other to see whether he would keep on trusting God.  He with stood this test which many of God’s servants have failed.  Too many of us want the praise we think we should receive. We fail to realize how much we are hurting our own lives in doing this.  It may be for our own good that God allows someone else to receive the glory and the honor that we feel should be ours.   Theodore Epp

    Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him…  Saul had been the tallest, most handsome, and bravest man in all of Israel.  He was accustomed to praise, especially from the women.  That, which had been his, was going to another.   Until then, he had been number one.  Saul was not happy when his star was eclipsed.  We can not serve God when we are focused on ourselves.
   The praise did not change David’s humble attitude.  On the other hand, Saul’s reaction to the praise given David changed him forever – for the worst.  Theodore Epp

   A major league football player recently admitted that even though he receives millions of dollars a year in salary, he still struggles with jealousy as do most of his teammates.  A player may be very good, but when another joins the team and is better or gets more press coverage, more praise – jealousy becomes a major problem.  It is in human nature to want to be the best, the smartest, the most popular.  When someone else comes along with more, jealousy immediately raises its ugly head.

   “Now what more can he have but the kingdom?”   Saul observed David's great love for the Lord and his unshakable faith in God.  Saul had killed thousands; he was a mighty warrior.  He had led Israel to great victories.  Whereas the people had once given the highest praise to Saul, they were now giving it to David.  

   Saul was immediately enraged and suspicious.  Hadn’t Samuel said that a better man than Saul would be the next to reign?   King Saul recognized David to be that better man.
   Saul was big, strong, blessed, gifted, chosen, empowered, and given every opportunity to serve God, but he didn’t.  Saul failed because there were severe deficiencies in his character.  
· God doesn’t need brains—He wants character. 

· God doesn’t need brawn —He wants integrity. 

· God doesn’t need anyone’s wisdom, power, or wealth—He wants obedience. 

· God doesn’t need ambitious confidence—He wants humble dependence. 
   So Saul eyed David from that day forward. Though Saul had honored David outwardly, he developed an inward struggle that would soon erupt and manifest itself with unbelievable ugliness.  Saul allowed jealousy to take hold of his soul.  
   David was soon going to have an enemy who was the most powerful man in all of Israel – the King himself.  How could that be?  David had played music that chased away the King’s evil spirits; he had been Saul’s armor bearer (which means he was a trusted servant); he had just killed Goliath, which gave Saul's army victory over the Philistines.  The reason why King Saul turned against him is the same reason that countless numbers of relationships between Christians have been destroyed throughout the ages: jealousy.  
   We all have jealousy raise its ugly head in our souls; it’s how we handle jealousy that divides us.  Saul should have immediately confessed his jealously as the sin that it was.  Saul could have worked with God.  He could have trained David, then asked the Lord for wisdom to know when he should step aside so God's true “anointed” could rule and reign.  But not Saul!  He, instead, allowed his to jealousy grow into a murderous passion which sought to fulfill itself in many ways.  He deliberately set himself to thwart God’s purpose.  In uncontrollable rage, he looked for an opportunity to kill God’s choice.    
I Samuel 18:10 And it happened on the next day that the distressing spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied inside the house. So David played music with his hand, as at other times; but there was a spear in Saul's hand. 11 And Saul cast the spear, for he said, "I will pin David to the wall!" But David escaped his presence twice.

   And it happened on the next day that the distressing spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied inside the house…  Saul, having allowed anger to take root in his heart and having made no attempt to handle this powerful emotion in an appropriate manner, left himself open to an attack from the adversary.  On the very next day an evil spirit came mightily upon him, and he raved in the midst of his house.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

   And Saul cast the spear, for he said, "I will pin David to the wall!"  Saul was holding his spear as he listened to David play music.  In a fit of pent-up rage, Saul hurled his spear at David.  Saul was accurate with the spear.  He was skillful; he was trained.  This spear was not thrown in the turmoil of battle; Saul had time to think, to plan, to aim.  David’s life was in grave danger. 
   Saul either thought that God did not mean what He said about removing him as king, or else he foolishly thought he could thwart the purposes of God by destroying the person God had chosen in his place.  How futile all these plans proved to be.
   But David escaped his presence twice.  Saul missed.  God did not let that spear pierce David.  It would have been very easy and natural for David to have grabbed that spear and hurled it back at Saul.  David could have excused such an action by reason of the fact that it was self-defense.  Saul had thrown the spear first.  But David had chosen God's way for his life.  He did not seek revenge.  
I Samuel 18:12 Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, but had departed from Saul.  

   …Saul was afraid of David…  Saul recognized that David was being guided by a power greater than his own.  And he knew the source of that power for he had previously experienced that power himself.  God was with David.  When King Saul realized this, his anger and rage turned to fear.  

   Saul neither treasured nor sought God’s blessing, favor, pres​ence, or even involvement in his life.  Saul was driven by a lust for self.  He wanted to keep for himself what God had taken away and given to another.   What a tragic, misdirected life!  
   If you want to waste your life, look upon those whom God is blessing with suspicion and jealousy. We can not serve God with jealousy in our hearts. 

I Samuel 18:13 Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people. 14 And David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the Lord was with him. 15 Therefore, when Saul saw that he behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them.

   Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and made him his captain over a thousand…  Saul removed David from his presence and demoted him.  He appointed David as commander of a thousand soldiers whereas he had been over all the men of war.  Saul was jealous and afraid of David's popularity, youth, strength, and cleverness and secretly hoped that during battle, David would be killed by the enemy. 
   …David behaved wisely in all his ways…  Despite the whims of Saul, David was submissive –sincerely and graciously.  No disloyalty, no presumptions, no attempt to overthrow the king and replace him was in his heart.
   …the Lord was with him.  David was not killed by the Philistines; instead, he gained valuable leadership experience.  God was using Saul’s malevolence for David’s good.  David was becoming more popular with the people because of how wisely and bravely he fought.  
   Therefore, when Saul saw that he behaved very wisely…  Why was Saul watching David so closely? 

   Saul vainly hoped that this sudden elevation into the slippery place of worldly prominence and power might turn his head dizzy, and lead him to some traitorous deed, for which death would be the obvious penalty.  But David avoided every pitfall, eluded every snare; so that the king, who watched closely for his falling, became more than ever convinced that he was God’s chosen and stood in awe of him.   F.B. Meyer
   …he was afraid of him.  Fear invaded Saul’s heart as it became increasingly evident that the Lord had departed from him, but was with David.
I Samuel 19:1-10

I Samuel 19:1  Now Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David; but Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted greatly in David. 
   … Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David… When all of Saul’s plans for David’s death fell through, he no longer attempted to disguise his deep-seated jealousy and animosity.  Saul worked neither underhandedly nor single handedly any longer.  He openly commanded Jonathan and his servants that they should kill David.  
   …Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted greatly in David.  Jonathan not only refused to help Saul, he helped David.  We are never excused from sin because of obedience to a God ordained authority.  It would have been wrong for Jonathan to obey his father and kill David.  
I Samuel 19:2 So Jonathan told David, saying, "My father Saul seeks to kill you. Therefore please be on your guard until morning, and stay in a secret place and hide. 3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak with my father about you. Then what I observe, I will tell you."

   “My father Saul seeks to kill you. Therefore please be on your guard until morning, and stay in a secret place and hide.”   When David was popular, everyone liked him; when he unjustly fell out of favor with the king, many of his friends melted away too.  Of all the king’s servants, it was Jonathan who warned David to hide until he could speak with his father.  If something happened to David, David would cease to be Jonathan’s rival to the throne but Jonathan had no jealousy in his heart toward David.
I Samuel 19:4 Thus Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father, and said to him, "Let not the king sin against his servant, against David, because he has not sinned against you, and because his works have been very good toward you. 5 For he took his life in his hands and killed the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great deliverance for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood, to kill David without a cause?"
   …Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul…  Jonathan’s life was one of personal conflict between his love for David and his love for his father.  Because he loved them both, he was eager for them to be reconciled.  
    “Why then will you sin against innocent blood, to kill David without a cause?”  Jonathan boldly conveyed a much needed word of correction.  He was brave enough to point out that his father’s jealous anger against David was sin.  David Guzik
I Samuel 19:6 So Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan, and Saul swore, "As the Lord lives, he shall not be killed." 7 Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these things. So Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as in times past.

   …Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan… Saul listened to the voice of reason, changed his mind, and swore an oath that he would not kill David.  However, as we learn later, this stayed the hand of Saul only for a little while.  As John Trapp observed, “When good thoughts enter into a wicked heart, they do not stay, as those that like not their lodging. The flashes of lightning may be discerned in the darkest prisons, but they are quickly gone again: so here.”  
   Saul swore, "As the Lord lives, he shall not be killed."  Saul was more accurate than he perhaps knew.  It was true that “as the Lord lived, he [David] would not be killed.”   But no credit for David’s safety would go to Saul. 
   So Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as in times past.  Jonathan, true friend that he was, personally escorted David, the king’s son-in-law and faithful servant, back into court, to serve Saul as his private musician and army officer once again. 

   
I Samuel 19:8 And there was war again; and David went out and fought with the Philistines, and struck them with a mighty blow, and they fled from him. 9 Now the distressing spirit from the Lord came upon Saul as he sat in his house with his spear in his hand. And David was playing music with his hand. 

   David went out and fought with the Philistines, and struck them with a mighty blow, and they fled from him.  No doubt, Saul hoped David would be killed in the battle; instead, David killed the Philistines with a “mighty blow.”  As a result, David became even more popular.
   …the distressing spirit from the Lord came upon Saul…  It was David’s success that first aroused Saul’s jealousy.  With David’s increased popularity, Saul allowed jealousy to completely overpower him. 
   Saul was miserable, possessed of an evil spirit; mentally breaking, a suspicious, angry, jealous man.  As a result, he struck out against the most trustworthy servant in his camp – David.  Charles Swindoll
   …David was playing music with his hand.   Twice before, while playing music, David barely escaped from Saul’s presence with his life, yet he was summoned to give another private concert for the king.  Out of the corner of his eye, he could see Saul, again fingering the spear in his hands.  Can you imagine the tension in David’s heart?  It'd be like playing the harp for an ex-marine who had taken pot shots at you and wanted you dead.  David was surely crying out to God for protection with every note he played.  
I Samuel 19:10 Then Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away from Saul's presence; and he drove the spear into the wall. So David fled and escaped that night.
   Then Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear…  Saul’s oath meant nothing.  He may have meant well, but he was unprepared to handle temptation.  He had neither dealt with the sin issues in his life nor did he trust God.
   …he slipped away from Saul's presence…  Many times David was literally moments away from death when the Lord saved him.  David learned what it meant to trust God moment by moment.  Do we praise God for opportunities to see Him work mightily on our behalf?  Or do we feel forsaken when placed in impossible situations?
   So David fled and escaped that night.  David did not return to the palace until he was king of Israel – some 20 years later!   From the time of his escape until the day Saul died, David lived his life as a fugitive. 
   From a human viewpoint, Saul’s mistreatment seemed so unfair; yet God allowed it.  God could see into the heart of David, but would we have ever known his heart apart from Saul’s treatment of him?  When circumstances expose our hearts, is it good or evil that is revealed?
I Samuel 20:1-42

I Samuel 20:1 Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and went and said to Jonathan, "What have I done? What is my iniquity, and what is my sin before your father, that he seeks my life?"

   Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah…   The years of David running from Saul had begun.  Saul dogged David’s steps from then until his death.   
I Samuel 20:2 So Jonathan said to him, "By no means! You shall not die! Indeed, my father will do nothing either great or small without first telling me. And why should my father hide this thing from me? It is not so!"
   “Why should my father hide this thing from me? It is not so!”  Having considerable influence with his father; Jonathan found it hard to believe his father had tried to harm David without consulting him.  
I Samuel 20:3 Then David took an oath again, and said, "Your father certainly knows that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has said, 'Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.' But truly, as the Lord lives and as your soul lives, there is but a step between me and death."

   "But truly, as the Lord lives and as your soul lives, there is but a step between me and death."  Ever live like that – a hair’s breadth away from death?  Some war veterans can identify with David.  There was a man in my former congregation who faced that kind of experience during World War II in Italy; his hair turned white virtually overnight in one of those horrendous battles.  It’s exceedingly stressful to be hunted continually.  Charles Swindol
   David began to think he would perish at the hands of Saul.  In his discouragement, he was forgetting God’s promise that he would be king.   

I Samuel 20:4 So Jonathan said to David, "Whatever you yourself desire, I will do it for you."

   "Whatever you yourself desire, I will do it for you."  Jonathan could have admonished David to trust God, “Where is your faith, brother? Why don’t you just trust God?” Instead, Jonathan offered his assistance.  Are there times we should forget our “lectures” and just offer to help?!?
I Samuel 20:5 And David said to Jonathan, "Indeed tomorrow is the New Moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king to eat. But let me go, that I may hide in the field until the third day at evening. 
   “Indeed tomorrow is the New Moon…”   At this time each month Saul invited his special council members to a time of banqueting.  Jonathan, Abner, and David were included in this special group.  Dr. Cyril J Barber

I Samuel 20:6 If your father misses me at all, then say, 'David earnestly asked permission of me that he might run over to Bethlehem, his city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family.' 
7 If he says thus: 'It is well,' your servant will be safe. But if he is very angry, be sure that evil is determined by him. 
   “But if he is very angry, be sure that evil is determined by him.”  To test Saul's motives, they agreed that David would not attend this scheduled feast with Saul.  If David’s absence angered the king, they would both know that Saul’s intentions were to harm David.
I Samuel 20:8 Therefore you shall deal kindly with your servant, for you have brought your servant into a covenant of the Lord with you. Nevertheless, if there is iniquity in me, kill me yourself, for why should you bring me to your father?"
  “… if there is iniquity in me, kill me yourself…”  David sought reassurance from Jonathan, “Am I in the wrong here?  Are you still behind me?” Essentially, David said, “If you really are working for your father, and agree with him that I deserve to die, then just kill me right now!”   David Guzik
I Samuel 20:9 But Jonathan said, "Far be it from you! For if I knew certainly that evil was determined by my father to come upon you, then would I not tell you?"

         10 Then David said to Jonathan, "Who will tell me, or what if your father answers you roughly?"
   “Who will tell me?”  David now posed a practical problem.  How would Jonathan get the word to David if his father did intend to kill him as it would not be safe for David to be seen in public?
I Samuel 20:11 And Jonathan said to David, "Come, let us go out into the field." So both of them went out into the field. 12 Then Jonathan said to David: "The Lord God of Israel is witness! When I have sounded out my father sometime tomorrow, or the third day, and indeed there is good toward David, and I do not send to you and tell you, 13 may the Lord do so and much more to Jonathan. But if it pleases my father to do you evil, then I will report it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety. And the Lord be with you as He has been with my father.
   “…that you may go…” Jonathan knew that if his father intended evil against David, David would have to leave.  His life would be in danger at court.
 I Samuel 20:14 And you shall not only show me the kindness of the Lord while I still live, that I may not die; 
15 but you shall not cut off your kindness from my house forever, no, not when the Lord has cut off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth." 16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, "Let the Lord require it at the hand of David's enemies."

17 Now Jonathan again caused David to vow, because he loved him; for he loved him as he loved his own soul.
   “…you shall not cut off your kindness from my house forever…”  When a king came to power in those days, he would kill every descendant of the previous king.  Jonathan wanted David to promise that he would not do this.
   So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David…   Jonathan and David made a covenant promise to care for one another.  Jonathan agreed to care for David in the face of Saul’s threat, and David agreed to care for Jonathan and his family in the future.  David would later remember and fulfill his part of the covenant (2 Samuel 9:1-8; 21:7).  David Guzik
I Samuel 20:18 Then Jonathan said to David, "Tomorrow is the New Moon; and you will be missed, because your seat will be empty. 19 And when you have stayed three days, go down quickly and come to the place where you hid on the day of the deed; and remain by the stone Ezel. 20 Then I will shoot three arrows to the side, as though I shot at a target; 21 and there I will send a lad, saying, 'Go, find the arrows.' If I expressly say to the lad, 'Look, the arrows are on this side of you; get them and come'--then, as the Lord lives, there is safety for you and no harm. 22 But if I say thus to the young man, 'Look, the arrows are beyond you' – go your way, for the Lord has sent you away. 23 And as for the matter which you and I have spoken of, indeed the Lord be between you and me forever."

   “…I will shoot three arrows…”  When Jonathan learned of his father’s intentions toward David, he would then communicate them to David through a signal.  Jonathan would pretend he was target practicing, but where he shot the arrows would reveal the answer.

 

   The arrows would bring one of two messages. Either Saul’s heart has changed toward David, and “there is safety for you and no harm,” or Saul was still determined to kill him, and “the Lord has sent you away.” David Guzik
I Samuel 20:27 And it happened the next day, the second day of the month, that David's place was empty. And Saul said to Jonathan his son, "Why has the son of Jesse not come to eat, either yesterday or today?"

28 So Jonathan answered Saul, "David earnestly asked permission of me to go to Bethlehem. 29 And he said, 'Please let me go, for our family has a sacrifice in the city, and my brother has commanded me to be there. And now, if I have found favor in your eyes, please let me get away and see my brothers.' Therefore he has not come to the king's table."

   …Jonathan answered Saul, “David earnestly asked permission of me to go to Bethlehem.” Jonathan was covering for David, trying to give Saul a plausible – yet, truthful – explanation for David’s absence.   

   It seems that David went to Bethlehem to his father, then returned to the field; else we must charge Jonathan with a downright lie, which ought not to be imagined (without any apparent cause) concerning so good a man.   Matthew Poole

I Samuel 20:30 Then Saul's anger was aroused against Jonathan, and he said to him, "You son of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do I not know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of your mother's nakedness? 31 For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you shall not be established, nor your kingdom. Now therefore, send and bring him to me, for he shall surely die."
   …Saul’s anger was aroused…. Jonathan knew from this response that Saul’s heart was set on evil against David.  If Saul’s heart had been different toward David, he might have been disappointed at his absence, but he would not have been so furious.  David Guzik
   F.B. Meyer points out that the unjust taunts that Saul hurled were intended to instill into Jonathan’s heart the poison which was working in his own.  
    “For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you shall not be established, nor your kingdom.”  Jonathan had given up any desire for the throne on the day that he met David.  Unlike his father, he was willing to accept God's will.  God was the king of Jonathan's life.  
   One famous Christian of old stood before the Tribune.  They said, “You'll be thrown to the lions, and you'll lose your life today.”  He answered, “Oh, it doesn't matter; I lost my life a long time ago.  I willingly gave it to the Lord in exchange for His life.”  Jonathan was saying, “The throne doesn't mean anything to me, I know it belongs to David.  God gave it to Him.  He is the Lord's anointed.”   Are we willing to give up all earthly gain for the Lord?
   “…he shall surely die.”  David would not die at the hands of Saul or any other enemy. Man proposes, but God disposes.  David Guzik
I Samuel 20:32 And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said to him, "Why should he be killed? What has he done?" 33 Then Saul cast a spear at him to kill him, by which Jonathan knew that it was determined by his father to kill David.

 

   “Why should he be killed? What has he done?”  Jonathan bravely sided with David, risking his own life to do so.  
   Then Saul cast a spear at him to kill him…  Saul’s deep hatred of David, coupled with his emotional instability was a lethal combination toward all who crossed him.
I Samuel 20:34 So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and ate no food the second day of the month, for he was grieved for David, because his father had treated him shamefully.

   …fierce anger…because his father had treated him [David] shamefully.  Jonathan refused to continue participating in the feast.  Jonathan’s fierce anger was not because his own father had tried to kill him but because David had been treated shamefully.  
I Samuel 20:35 And so it was, in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed with David, and a little lad was with him. 

   …Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed with David…  It took courage for Jonathan to contact David, even secretly. 

 

   But there is something still nobler – when one dares in any company to avow his loyalty to the Lord Jesus. Like David, He is now in obscurity and disrepute; His name is not popular; His gospel is misrepresented; His followers are subjected to rebuke and scorn. These are days when standing up for anything more than mere conventional religion costs something; and for this reason let us never flinch.  F.B. Meyer
I Samuel 20:36 Then he said to his lad, "Now run, find the arrows which I shoot." As the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 37 When the lad had come to the place where the arrow was which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried out after the lad and said, "Is not the arrow beyond you?" 38 And Jonathan cried out after the lad, "Make haste, hurry, do not delay!" So Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows and came back to his master. 39 But the lad did not know anything. Only Jonathan and David knew of the matter. 40 Then Jonathan gave his weapons to his lad, and said to him, "Go, carry them to the city."
   "Is not the arrow beyond you?" The signal of a single arrow told David his whole life had changed.  He would no longer be welcomed at court.  He would no longer be welcomed among the army of Israel.  He could no longer go home.  David had to live as a fugitive, on the run from an angry, jealous king who was determined to destroy him.
   Sometimes, our lives can turn on a small thing.  One night of carelessness may change a girl’s life forever.  One night with the wrong crowd may give a boy an arrest record.  It does not always seem fair that so much in life should turn on small moments, but a lifetime is made of nothing but many small moments!  David Guzik
 

I Samuel 20:41 As soon as the lad had gone, David arose from a place toward the south, fell on his face to the ground, and bowed down three times. And they kissed one another; and they wept together, but David more so. 42 Then Jonathan said to David, "Go in peace, since we have both sworn in the name of the Lord, saying, 'May the Lord be between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants, forever.'" So he arose and departed, and Jonathan went into the city.
   …they wept together… David and Jonathan loved each other, and had a strong bond of friendship.  But David couldn’t stay, and Jonathan couldn’t go.  Jonathan and David had envisioned working together, as partners, as friends, both before and after the time David would become king.  But those dreams were gone; they could only weep together.
 

   …but David more so… If Jonathan had reason to weep, David had more so.  The pain of being apart was bad enough, but it was worse for David because he was cut off from everything, and destined to live for many years the life of a fugitive.  David Guzik
   “May the Lord be between you and me…”  Jonathan and David’s parting was very sweet. They asked God to watch between them and to guide and protect them. That was really wonderful; for, after all, God is the very best Friend any of us can have!  God will be our Friend if we love him and try to do the things which please him.

   So he [David] arose and departed…  David would not return to “normal life” until Saul was dead and he was crowned king.  This was a pretty bleak road for David to walk, but it was God’s road for him.  Charles Swindoll
   When the two friends parted, David was hungry and alone.  All human comforts had been stripped from him.  Furthermore, he was in danger.  Anyone finding him could gain the kings favor by killing him.  Jonathan and David, as far as we know, only met one time after that.  
   …and Jonathan went into the city.  It is an amazing record we have of Jonathan’s intense loyalty to his father, a man rejected from the kingdom, a man who had turned his back upon God. 
   But Jonathan was consistently steadfast in his love for David, even in the face of opposition from his father, whose jealousy, hatred, and envy of David he knew.  Although Jonathan loved David as his own soul, he loyally stood by his poor, desolate, helpless father, until they died together in battle.  Jonathan did not allow his love for David to divert him from the path of duty.  He remained true to what he believed to be his right course.    Alan Redpath
   After David and Jonathan had parted and Saul learned that David had escaped, Saul was very angry, and, for the remainder of his life, did all he could to find David and kill him.  

   God’s hand on David’s life brought two totally different responses from Saul and Jonathan.  In the beginning they both loved David.  Then, when Saul realized he was no longer number one, he reacted with jealousy, which turned to hatred, insanity and all manner of evil.  Jonathan, who might have been threatened by David, willingly stripped himself of his right to the throne and all the outward appearances of being a prince to honor David.  
   All men respond to Christ Jesus as either Saul or Jonathan responded to David.  We either give up the right to the throne of our lives and forget personal ambition as Jonathan did, or we curse God, resist His claim to our lives and live in resistance to His will as Saul did.   All men make this choice whether they are aware of it or not!
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