DAVID I    LESSON 4–GOD GIVES DAVID A VICTORY
(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 17:1-58
Memory Verse:   Psalm 118:8
 It is better to trust in the Lord
Than to put confidence in man.

Motions to Memory Verse:

It is better – Nod head emphatically in “YES” position and two thumbs up

to trust – Fists together, on top of other with conviction

in the Lord – Point towards heaven

Than to put confidence – Put thumbs under armpits with proud look.
in man – Point to self with thumbs. (Do last two motions to the beat of the music.)
I Samuel 16:14 – 23 
I Samuel 16:14 But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit from the Lord troubled him. 15 And Saul's servants said to him, "Surely, a distressing spirit from God is troubling you. 16 Let our master now command your servants, who are before you, to seek out a man who is a skillful player on the harp. And it shall be that he will play it with his hand when the distressing spirit from God is upon you, and you shall be well."

17 So Saul said to his servants, "Provide me now a man who can play well, and bring him to me."

18 Then one of the servants answered and said, "Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and the Lord is with him."

19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said, "Send me your son David, who is with the sheep." 20 And Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, and a young goat, and sent them by his son David to Saul. 21 So David came to Saul and stood before him. And he loved him greatly, and he became his armor bearer. 22 Then Saul sent to Jesse, saying, "Please let David stand before me, for he has found favor in my sight." 23 And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, that David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would become refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him.

   "I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and the Lord is with him."  What a recommendation for a young man who had never been anything but a shepherd!  He was skillful in playing – that became his ticket to the palace.  “Are we cultivating the skills and abilities God has given to us so we will be ready for His service at a moments notice (Proverbs 18:16)?
   Saul sent messengers to Jesse…  Jesse must have been impressed that the skills of his son were requested by the king.  
   So David came to Saul and stood before him.   Coming from nowhere, David was given the opportunity of a lifetime.
   And he loved him greatly, and he became his armor bearer. When David first appeared at the royal residence, Saul “loved him greatly.”  David came to chase away with his sweet music the evil spirit that often fell upon Saul.  Saul, of course, did not know that David was to be his successor.  David behaved so well, and was so humble that Saul had no reason to dislike him, but rather he admired and loved him.  He made David his armor-bearer and sent word to Jesse that his son was now a part of the inner circle of the king’s bodyguard.   Theodore Epp
 
   David was beginning his apprenticeship to be king.

I Samuel 17:1-58

   I Samuel 17:1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies together to battle, and were gathered at Sochoh, which belongs to Judah; they encamped between Sochoh and Azekah, in Ephes Dammim.
  Now the Philistines …
· The Philistines had a rich ethnic heritage: They sailed from the Aegean world (Greece) and settled along the coast of Palestine from approximately 1400 to 1200 BC, about the time of the Judges in Israel.  The Philistines developed a sophisticated culture around a circle of five city states named in the Bible as: Gath, Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, and Ekron. 
· The Philistines had sophisticated artistic skills:  These talented artisans were part of the centuries-old Greek culture and continued to create intricate pottery with red and black geometric designs on white backgrounds.  
· The Philistines had an evil and dark religion: The religious traditions of these sea people can be summed up in two words — sophisticated and immoral.  The Philistines engineered and built carefully planned temples.  These temples and their gods show up throughout the Biblical record.  There were Philistine temples in the south at Gaza and Ashdod, and in the north at Beth Shean.  The Philistine gods, Dagon, Ashtoreth, and Baal-Zebul, were the constant nemeses of the people of the true and living God. 
· The Philistines had massive industrial production:  The Philistines were powerful businessmen.  At Ekron alone, archaeologists have found the remains of about 200 structures that could produce more than 1,000 tons or two million pounds of olive oil.  In addition to the oil, the Philistines had an enormous infrastructure for producing and selling their famous iron. 
· The Philistines had superior military power:  From the excavations, the graves, the paintings, and etchings come a historical picture revealing that Philistine soldiers were quite tall, clean shaven, and wore breastplates and small kilts.  The soldiers carried small shields, and fought with straight iron swords and spears, which were significantly superior to the weapons of their enemies. 

   Because of their ability to work iron, the Philistines had become the predominant culture. They dominated not only in warfare but also in material prosperity, commerce, and other areas of technology.      

   Before 1400 BC, bronze, a combination of copper and tin, was the metal used in the Middle East.  Perhaps this was because the melting point of copper is 1,100º Celsius and the melting point of iron is 1,550º Celsius.  Although bronze was a significant step beyond stone and wood, it was soft and didn’t hold an edge well.  When iron, a much superior metal, was introduced, the Bronze Age ended. 

   The Philistines may not have invented iron technology, but they used it effectively.  In fact, they developed a process that included leaving iron in the fire long enough to absorb the carbon from firewood to form another more malleable form of iron called steel.  Iron so revolutionized the world that it gave its name to the next 600 years – the Iron Age.  Iron, as a technological advancement during biblical times, could be compared to nuclear energy or computers today. It determined which cultures would dominate world events. It revolutionized how people lived, how much land they could plow, how much stone they could shape, and how much wood they could cut.  It profoundly changed warfare, just as gunpowder did centuries later.  

   As certain nations shape the cultures of developing nations today, the pagan Philistine culture dominated the Middle East during the early Iron Age.  Since they lived on the coastal plain along the international trade route, they could also influence the world philosophically (a mission God had intended the Israelites to fulfill).  The Philistines kept their iron technology secret so others could not use it.  The Israelites did not even own swords and spears and had to pay the Philistines to sharpen their tools (1 Samuel 13:19-22). Between the time David killed Goliath and when he became King of Israel (2 Samuel 5), the Israelites learned the secret of iron technology and became the dominant culture until they were unfaithful to God.  Some scholars believe that David, or one of his people, learned this secret while living with the Philistines (1 Samuel 27-29).  Although iron technology enabled David to destroy the enemies of God’s people, he could not have been as successful as he was without God’s hand upon him.  Iron technology was one of the means by which God blessed David and provided a people, a nation, and a kingly pattern for the coming Messiah.  John Barnett
I Samuel 17: 2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and they encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array against the Philistines. 
   And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together… When Saul was informed of the buildup of Philistine troops within Judah's border about 11 miles southwest of Bethlehem, he quickly called together the fighting men of Israel.  
   When Saul first began his reign as king in Israel, God helped him to defeat the Philistines and drive them back into their own country.  But because God was no longer helping the king, Saul had not been as successful in battle and the Philistines had again become a threat.
   …Valley of Elah…  As Saul faced off with the Philistines in the Valley of Elah, it became much more than just a battle – it was a war for control of the area.  The defense of the foothills between the coastal plains where the Philistines lived and the mountains where the Israelites lived was critical to Israel’s’ survival.  

   Shephelah is a Hebrew word meaning “low” and is usually translated “lowlands” or “foothills.” The term refers to a twelve to fifteen-mile wide region in Judea, comprised of foothills that are located between the coastal plain to the west and the Judea Mountains to the east.
   In ancient times, the four valleys of the Shephelah functioned as corridors between the mountains, where the Israelites lived, and the coastal plain dominated by the Philistines. In each of these valleys, prominent cities developed.  The four valleys, and the strategic cities that overlooked them were the location of many Old Testament battles.  Whoever won control of the area was able to shape the culture of that region and spread influence through the trade routes.  God had strategically given that land to Israel so that the known world of that day might be shaped by a Godly culture.  Israel was in danger of losing the Valley of Elah to the Philistines during the reign of Saul.   That the World May Know, Ray VanderLaan
   …and drew up in battle array against the Philistines.  The Philistines were far stronger than the Israelites.  Israel’s only hope was to rely upon their true source of power – the Lord God.  As king of God’s people, it was Saul’s job to lead the people in seeking God’s help against their enemies. 
   The same is true for us each day.   We face enemies that are far stronger than we are.  As with Israel, God is our only hope for victory.  If we do not rely upon Him, we, too, will become discouraged and defeated.
I Samuel 17:3 The Philistines stood on a mountain on one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side, with a valley between them.

   The last time the Philistines had attacked Israel, Jonathan and his armor bearer had killed 20 Philistines by themselves.  Then God had sent an earthquake; “the earth quaked, so it became a great trembling” (I Sam. 14:15). “And indeed, every man’s sword was against his neighbor and there was very great confusion” (I Samuel 14:20).  As the Philistines fled, Saul’s army slaughtered them and God gave the Israelites an overwhelming victory.  Now the Philistines were back, but they had a different plan for success than a direct attack.
I Samuel 17:4 And a champion went out from the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, from Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 And he had bronze armor on his legs and a bronze javelin between his shoulders.
   …whose height was six cubits and a span.  Goliath was at least 9 feet 6 inches tall.
   Goliath was a magnificent giant, a most impressive picture.  His head, his shoulders, his chest, and his legs were all clothed in brass; he was just one shiny mass of brass, glittering in the Palestine sun.  This Goliath, as he strutted up and down on one side of the valley, must have been very fascinating to look at and yet, very terrifying.  F. B. Meyer
 I Samuel 17:7 Now the staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam, and his iron spearhead weighed six hundred shekels; and a shield-bearer went before him.
   Goliath, the Philistine warrior, was equipped with the latest weapons. He carried a sword, a javelin, and an iron-tipped spear.  No wonder the Israelites were afraid!  Moreover, he wore a suit of armor that weighed 125 pounds.  How did the Israelites know the weight of Goliath’s armor?  They later had a chance to examine and weigh it. 

 I Samuel 17:8 Then he stood and cried out to the armies of Israel, and said to them, "Why have you come out to line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and you the servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us." 10 And the Philistine said, "I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together." 
    “If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants…”   The terms were winner-take-all. The nation with the losing warrior was to submit themselves as slaves to the victor.
   “I defy the armies of Israel…”  Goliath appeared before Israel with total self-confidence in his ability to defeat and kill any man who dared to face him on the battlefield.  
11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.
   When Saul…  The whole army of Israel was cowering from battle just as their leader, Saul, who was lurking in his tent afraid to face anyone.  In earlier days, one trumpet blast from Saul would have put the whole army on the move, but not now.  Alan Redpath
   …all Israel … were dismayed and greatly afraid.  The results were devastating.  There wasn't a man in the army of Israel who dared to accept the challenge – especially since their leader, the tallest of all, was paralyzed with fear.  Since the Spirit of the Lord had left Saul, he did not have courage and neither did his men.  As Saul needed God to defeat his enemies, so do we.  Saul neglected God’s leadership and failed.  We will do the same if we neglect to allow God to lead our lives.   We will be defeated when we begin to think that mere mortals (the Philistines) are greater than the awesome power of God.  We cannot be victorious when we doubt God’s sovereignty. 
   The armies were in a standoff position.  The Philistines were afraid to attack Israel and Israel was afraid to attack the Philistines.  They were engaged in a war of words to see who would lose heart first.

I Samuel 17:12 Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose name was Jesse, and who had eight sons. And the man was old, advanced in years, in the days of Saul. 13 The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone to follow Saul to the battle. The names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. And the three oldest followed Saul. 15 But David occasionally went and returned from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem.

   But David occasionally went and returned from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem.  When Saul was with his army, David was able to go home and attend to his father’s sheep.  Since David only “occasionally went and returned from Saul,” it appears that David spent most of his time with Saul and returned to his flock only for brief periods.

   While David was before Saul, he held a position of honor and prominence, though back home he did the work of a servant.  Whether in prominence or lowliness, David’s attitude was one of humility.   Are we, after being exalted, able to happily return to menial tasks? 

   I Samuel 17:16 And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days, morning and evening.

   …presented himself forty days, morning and evening.  Every day, twice a day, for 40 days, this giant Philistine climbed down to the valley, shouted to the children of Israel challenging a brave soldier to come out and fight him.

I Samuel 17:17 Then Jesse said to his son David, "Take now for your brothers an ephah of this dried grain and these ten loaves, and run to your brothers at the camp. 18 And carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see how your brothers fare, and bring back news of them." 19 Now Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.

20 So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him.
And he came to the camp as the army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle. 21 For Israel and the Philistines had drawn up in battle array, army against army. 
   And he came to the camp as the army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle.  Do you think it was by chance that David had three brothers serving in Saul's army, and that David's father sent him to take food and check on them?  And that he arrived at just the time that Goliath was coming out to taunt Israel?  God’s plan was to use the challenge of Goliath to bring David to public attention.  When we put ourselves into the hands of God, He times events just right for us to accomplish His plan.

I Samuel 17:22 And David left his supplies in the hand of the supply keeper, ran to the army, and came and greeted his brothers. 23 Then as he talked with them, there was the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, coming up from the armies of the Philistines; and he spoke according to the same words. So David heard them. 24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him and were dreadfully afraid. 
   …all the men of Israel … fled from him and were dreadfully afraid. During the six weeks Goliath had uttered his challenge, he had become bolder and more arrogant.  At times he must have walked up to the very edge of the wadi (dry wash), for the men of Israel were fleeing from him in disarray.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
I Samuel 17:25 So the men of Israel said, "Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel; and it shall be that the man who kills him the king will enrich with great riches, will give him his daughter, and give his father's house exemption from taxes in Israel." 26 Then David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, "What shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?"
   “The man who kills him…”  As the days passed, Saul became increasingly dismayed that none of his fellow countrymen would accept the challenge.  Out of desperation he offered great rewards to induce someone, anyone to fight and win against Goliath. The incentives were great; the prizes were extravagant.   Still no one had stepped forward to take on Goliath.  After six weeks, Saul was offering:  
· great riches “the king will enrich with great riches,”  
· his eldest daughter in marriage, “will give him his daughter,”
· freedom from taxation, “give his father's house exemption from taxes in Israel.”
   “What shall be done for the man…”  David overheard the men talking about what Saul had promised to do for the man who killed Goliath. Sometimes we hear something and ask, “Is this really what is going to happen?”  We want to make sure our facts are straight.

   When the men of Israel said, “this man,” David said, “this uncircumcised Philistine.” When the men of Israel said, “Surely he has come up to defy Israel,” David said, “that he should defy the armies of the living God.”  When the men of Israel said, “the man who kills him,” David said, “the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel.” All the Israelites saw a problem but not David.  What he saw was that the living God was being attacked.  David saw things from the Lord’s perspective, but the men of Israel saw things only from man’s perspective.  David Guzik

   The Spirit of God rested mightily on David and he was conscious of God’s presence with him.  The Lord enabled him to see the issues clearly.  He was distraught at the craven cowardice shown by his countrymen.  In contrast to them, he felt no fear.  He was not overawed by the size of the Philistine; he kept the reality of the situation in perspective.  He knew that Goliath, in defying the armies of Israel, had in reality defied the Lord.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

I Samuel 17:27 And the people answered him in this manner, saying, "So shall it be done for the man who kills him."

28 Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger was aroused against David, and he said, "Why did you come down here? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle."
   Eliab's anger was aroused against David…  David's older brother, Eliab, the handsome one, had no patience with David.  When he heard David asking about what would be done for the man who would destroy the Philistine, he first lost his patience, then his temper.

   How dare David suggest that the behavior of the men of Israel was unworthy of themselves and their religion!  What did he mean by inquiring so minutely after the royal reward?  Was David thinking of winning it?  It was absurd for his little brother to talk like that!  David was not qualified to fight.  He was not a soldier.
   “And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness?”  Eliab was saying, “David you are a nobody with a nothing job!”  He belittled David with words that were meant to demean him. 
    “…I know your pride and the insolence of your heart…”  Eliab did not know David’s heart, for David had neither a prideful nor a disrespectful heart.  Had Eliab known the heart of his little brother, he would have known what the heart of God was like.  David had been sent there, by way of his father Jesse, to do God’s bidding.  Was David going to be able to endure misunderstanding from his own family?   Could he win this emotional battle? 

    “… for you have come down to see the battle.”  Not true!  David had come in obedience to his father to serve his brothers.  Besides, there was no battle! Eliab’s berating of David was totally unjustified, and his accusations against David were false. 

I Samuel 17:29 And David said, "What have I done now? Is there not a cause?" 30 Then he turned from him toward another and said the same thing; and these people answered him as the first ones did.

   David said, "What have I done now? Is there not a cause?"  David’s attitude was completely different than the other men of Israel, including King Saul.  David was concerned with God’s cause before anything else – before his own personal safety, before his own personal glory, before his only personal honor.  David had a passionate concern for God’s cause. 

   David answered his brother with two questions.  “What have I done wrong in standing up for God?” and “Was not the God of Israel being shamed before the two armies?”  
   David was asking his brother if he could conscientiously tolerate God’s Name being dragged in the mud and not do something about it – “Is there not a cause?”  David believed rightly that there was.  Theodore Epp

    Then he turned from him toward another…  David did not stick around to argue or prove a point.  He turned away from the confrontation.  When David was misunderstood and rebuked publicly by his own brother, probably amid the laughter of the other soldiers, he could have blown it.  However, he was undaunted in his spirit.  He showed the strength of the armor of God in his life, and replied rightly.  He didn’t care about his glory or success, but only for the glory and success of the Lord’s cause.  He was not waylaid by Eliab’s criticism and slander.  
He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty

And he who rules his spirit, than he who captures a city.  Proverbs 16:32
   Some Bible scholars say this is where David won the fight by not losing his temper and losing fellowship with the Lord God.  When you overcome evil with good, when you suffer wrong with patience, when you can stay unruffled when treated wrong and misrepresented, that is true strength.  That is meekness.  Meekness is strength under control.  We are to use our strength to fight for God's honor, not our own. 

I Samuel 17:31 Now when the words which David spoke were heard, they reported them to Saul; and he sent for him. 32 Then David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine."

33 And Saul said to David, "You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of war from his youth."

    Now when the words which David spoke were heard, they reported them to Saul…  David’s bold, confident assurance toward Goliath caused a stir among the demoralized troops.  Soon, word of his response reached the ears of King Saul.

   "Let no man's heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine." Goliath’s taunting of Israel bothered David greatly.  Israel was God's chosen people and David was to be their future king.  David’s heart was stirred and offended when he heard the blasphemous words of this giant Philistine.  He was not accustomed to people berating the God that he worshipped so intimately on the hillsides of Bethlehem, the One to whom he sang songs, the One who had helped him kill the lion and the bear.  He was offended, not for his own sake, but for the sake of the Lord God.  

   Without fear, to the surprise of his brothers, the king, and everyone else, he accepted the challenge of Goliath the first time he heard it.  Remember that the Spirit of the Lord had come mightily upon David.  If you have accepted the Lord as your Savior, you have the Spirit, too.  A person becomes strong in Spirit when he/she knows the Word of God, and David knew the God whom he served.  He knew that He had made the universe and the stars and was in charge of every battle.  David was totally convinced the battle does not go to the strong; it goes to the Lord.  David knew God's promises for Israel.  “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given you,” and “I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good courage... that thou may prosper that thou may prosper whithersoever thou goest” (Joshua 1)  David not only knew these promises; but, believed them enough to risk his life fighting a nine foot  giant.
   “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.”  Saul tried to convince David he would not have a chance against Goliath.  Saul believed David would be committing suicide.  There have been many who have said “I am going to take up the battle in the name of the Lord.”  And the answer came back, “You had better give up that idea!  What can you do?  Just a little nobody like you; you're just wasting your life!”  Just like Saul, there are many people who try to discourage those who want to step out in faith and conquer the enemies of God.

I Samuel 17:34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep his father's sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God." 37 Moreover David said, "The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."

And Saul said to David, "Go, and the Lord be with you!"
   “…Your servant has killed both lion and bear…”  David had faith and confidence in God.  When Saul tried to convince him that he could never defeat Goliath, David remembered God’s faithfulness to him in the past.  
   At one time, Saul, too, had trusted in the Lord.  During his reign, though, he disobeyed God time and again.  Moreover, when he built that monument to himself, he began to think he was the one who had won the battles.  He put his confidence in himself where it did not belong.  When facing the seemingly impossible, our confidence must be in God.  Saul no longer had confidence in the Lord.  The same God who had won the other battles for Saul would have helped him to win this one.  Saul should have known that when God is on your side, it doesn't matter how strong the enemy is for God is strongest of all!  

I Samuel 17:38 So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, "I cannot walk with these, for I have not tested them." So David took them off.
   So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of mail.  When Saul could not talk David out of facing Goliath, he encouraged David to fight Goliath as a regular soldier would – in full military garb.  Outwardly, this gesture appeared to be magnanimous.  A coat of mail had to be carefully forged.  It was also very costly and few in Israel possessed one. 
   “I cannot walk with these…”  Saul’s armor was very heavy and David had never worn armor before.  David, being smaller than Saul, could not move easily with the added weight.  David knew his own abilities and skills.  He realized he must have superior maneuverability to be successful against Goliath; thus, He left the armor behind and trusted God.
   David knew perfectly well it was no use imitating the enemy by dressing up like him.  When clothed in Saul's armor, David knew he could not function properly, as we cannot function properly when we are imitating the world and its ways.  Christians are not to be like the world.  God has called us to be different.  We have a resource and a power of which the world knows nothing.  

I Samuel 17:40 Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine. 41 So the Philistine came, and began drawing near to David, and the man who bore the shield went before him. 42 And when the Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained him; for he was only a youth, ruddy and good-looking.
   …he chose for himself five smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag, in a pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand.  The slingshot was a rope with a small pouch on the end.  It would be swung around in a circle to get the speed needed to release the stone.  A slingshot is considered a child’s toy today but was a serious weapon of war in biblical times.  

   David had great confidence in his ability to throw a stone with accuracy.  But just in case he missed the first time, he had four other stones as back-up ammunition.  David displayed a balance between his faith in God and his faith in his own skills and abilities.  Though he knew he was accurate, he did not want to take his accuracy for granted.  David was prepared for the moment.  Besides, Goliath had four brothers who might possibly come against him if David were the victor.
   David's skill with a sling was not an inherited ability.  He, no doubt, had spent many hours practicing on the hillsides of Bethlehem while watching his father's sheep.  In Israel, a sling was a secret weapon; many learned to use it with accuracy.  In the book of Judges we read of 700 choice men who were left-handed and “each one could sling a stone at a hair and not miss” (Judges 20:16). 
 I Samuel 17:43 So the Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to David, "Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!"

   …he [David] took his staff in his hand … So the Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?" David took his shepherd’s staff in one hand and his sling in the other.  Goliath saw only the staff and called it a “stick.” Goliath was taken aback and offended.  When his challenge was finally accepted, it was by a boy with no protection, no armor, no helmet, no spear, no weapon, not even a shield bearer.  Goliath’s confidence was in himself and in his weapons.  Goliath was astonished that Israel would think they had a chance of winning with an unarmed, inexperienced youth.  

    And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. … "Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!"  Humiliated, Goliath’s anger reached a fever pitch.  He told David he was going to rip him apart and feed him to the birds and beasts.  
    Goliath did not worship the one true God.  When you don't figure God into your life, you are easily deceived.  Goliath had put all his confidence in the wrong place.  He only understood brute strength and how to use a sword, a spear and a javelin.  He could not imagine a sling being a deadly weapon.  Goliath represents a man of this world.  He knew nothing of trusting God and honoring Him with his life. His confidence was solely in himself, in his military skills and in his protective armor.  In refusing to acknowledge the one true God, he left out the unseen hand behind every thing. Just because we do not see God's hand in everything that happens in this world and everything that happens to us
, doesn't mean it isn't there.  

I Samuel 17:45 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.”
   “You come to me with a sword, a spear and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.”  If Goliath did not pierce David with his javelin, he could throw his spear.  In the event he missed with the spear and the javelin, he had a sword.   Those weapons did not intimidate David.  He saw the situation totally different than Goliath.  He did not consider his might to be in anything he was doing.   He was coming out to Goliath “in the name of the Lord of hosts.”  That was where his total confidence lay.  
   God is looking for men and women today with the same heart attitude that David had.  God’s plan has always been to show Himself strong to an unbelieving world by using lives completely committed to Him.  May we be men and women who know our God and attempt great exploits in His name!  

I Samuel 17: 46 “This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into our hands."
    “And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.”  Whereas Goliath threatened to give only David to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field, David threatened in return to feed the entire camp of the Philistines to the wild animals.  David was intimidated by neither the army nor Goliath.  He had a bold confidence in the Lord.

    “…that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.”   On the battlefield in front of everybody, David gave a testimony to God’s power.  He bravely proclaimed to all that God would get the glory.
   “…for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into our hands.”  David wanted both the Israelites and the Philistine to know that it was God who won battles.  He was determined that neither he, nor anyone else would take the glory that belonged to the Lord.  
I Samuel 17:48 So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David hurried and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 
   …when the Philistine arose…  Goliath had been sitting down.  It was in the summer when kings went out to war.  Goliath’s armor was hot and heavy.  For over a month, no one had met his challenge.  When he heard those words of David, he arose and went to meet his challenger.

   …hurried and ran…  Instead of retreating, as Goliath might have expected, David ran forward.  He was remarkably calm under pressure.  The excitement of the moment did not unnerve him.  He was fearless.  David did not hesitate, but ran toward the Philistine army to meet their champion.  

I Samuel 17:49 Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 
   …struck the Philistine in his forehead…  The only parts of the giant’s person that were not thoroughly defended by his armor were his eyes and a small part of his forehead above them.  This area was the only part of him where a small stone from a sling could have inflicted a fatal injury.  This was part of God’s plan by which David would quickly raise his name to the pinnacle of fame –   a new proof that divine pre-ordination does not impair the liberty of man.  Dr. William G. Blaikie
   …so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth.  David took out a smooth stone from his shepherd’s bag and placed it in the sling.  Then he slung it at the giant and hit him squarely in the forehead. Before Goliath’s armor bearer could get the shield up, the stone from David's sling pierced Goliath’s forehead.  The soldiers on both sides held their breath.  Then ever so slowly, Goliath began to fall forward, gathering momentum as he fell.  There was a loud clanging of armor as Goliath's huge frame crashed to the ground, dead.  Deane and Kirk, Studies in I Samuel
50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David. 51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it.

And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.
   …killed him, and cut off his head…  The Philistine army must have watched in horror as David severed Goliath's head from his body with the great warrior's own sword.  
    And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.  The enemy forgot the conditions of the battle!  Leaving everything behind, they took off with the army of Israel in hot pursuit.

52 Now the men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted, and pursued the Philistines as far as the entrance of the valley and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell along the road to Shaaraim, even as far as Gath and Ekron. 53 Then the children of Israel returned from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered their tents. 54 And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.

   …they plundered their tents.  Spoils from the Philistine tents would pay the Israeli army, adding to the sweetness of the victory.  Remember the Philistines had a more sophisticated culture, making the plunder more desirable and valuable.  This plunder would also provide the Israelites with the high-tech weaponry of the Philistines. 
55 When Saul saw David going out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, "Abner, whose son is this youth?"

And Abner said, "As your soul lives, O king, I do not know."

56 So the king said, "Inquire whose son this young man is."

57 Then, as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 58 And Saul said to him, "Whose son are you, young man?"

So David answered, "I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite."

   “…whose son is this youth?" Saul had promised freedom from taxation and his daughter’s hand in marriage to the man who killed Goliath.  Saul knew David.  David had played music for him and Saul had made him his armor bearer.  What Saul didn’t know was David’s father’s name.  That’s what he was asking, “Whose son is he?”
   Every fighting man in Israel that day faced Goliath; however, in their eyes he was totally undefeatable.  They all knew the same God that David did.  Yet, because David was the only one who trusted God to fight on his behalf, he was the champion.  If there’s ever been a time when children need to hear the story of David and Goliath, it’s today!  Children are facing so many giants in their lives – problems that without God are undefeatable.  They are facing abuse, neglect, fear, loneliness, incest, prostitution.  How can anyone take a sensitive, trusting little child who needs love and security and put him in such situations?  Without God, these problems seem insurmountable.  We must give them the hope that there is a God who can fight the battle for them and through Him they, too, can have victory.  
   The story of David & Goliath is one of the most dramatic events in the history of Israel.  Before David met Goliath he was virtually unknown.  He had been a shepherd boy and a musician to the king.  After David encountered this powerful Philistine warrior and won a decisive victory, he not only became a popular figure in Israel, but became well known among the nations that surrounded God's chosen people.  This was God's plan for David.  God provided this unique opportunity for David, yet it was up to David to trust God and meet the challenge.

   David's victory over Goliath was not for himself alone but for Israel.  David and Goliath are many times compared to Christ and Satan.  When Christ died, “He destroyed him who had the power of death, that is the Devil, and delivered those, who throughout their life, had been subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:14, 15).  Christ's death was not for Himself.  It was for all of us who are in His army.

   God still wants men and women like David – people who recognize the need to get involved and take action when they are confronted with giants.  We don't have to be afraid when faced with enemies that are far stronger than we are.  Jesus is always with us to protect and give courage.  We only have to remember that the battle is the Lord's.  
   And when the giants are slain, may we remember to thank and praise Him for what He has done!
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