DAVID I    LESSON 3 –GOD CHOOSES DAVID TO BE KING
(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 16:1-13
Memory Verse:   I Samuel 16:7
For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.

Motions to Memory Verse:

For the Lord – Point toward heaven. 

does not see – Hands above eyes, looking back and forth. 
as man sees – Point to self.

for man – Point to self again.

looks at the outward appearance –  Put one hand on hip while using the other hand to fluff hair. 
Then switch hands. 

but the Lord – Point toward heaven.

Looks– Hands above eyes, looking outward.

at the heart – Made a heart with both hands, ending at bottom point of heart with a clap 
as hands come together. 

I Samuel 16:1-13
I Samuel 16:1 Now the Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons."

2 And Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me."
But the Lord said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' 
3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you."

   “How long will you mourn for Saul…”  Saul was handsome, a man of commanding appearance, strong and so tall that he stood head and shoulders above his people.  He must have been a man of magnetic personality because the people took to him readily and Samuel the prophet loved Saul.  Samuel was very sorry indeed that Saul became proud and did many things which displeased God.  Samuel was truly grieved over God’s rejection of Saul.  Theodore Epp
   God uses emptiness caused by loss to accomplish His purposes, whereas Satan wants us to remain trapped in mourning over tragedies of the past.  Satan loves it when we are stuck and unable to move on with the Lord.   

      “Fill your horn with oil…”  These words meant that God was ready to reveal Saul’s successor.  Samuel must have been excited to see who the next king would be.  God had promised it would be someone “after His own heart.”
 
   “For I have provided Myself a king…” God choose Saul because he was the kind of king the people wanted; Saul was a king “after their own heart.”  The people wanted a king that looked good and would impress the other nations.  Since the “people’s choice” had disqualified himself through disobedience, God was going to pick a king according to His qualifications – a man with a heart similar to His.  
 “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.”  Saul already had a reputation as a jealous, moody king.  For Samuel, the most loved and respected man in Israel, to fear for his life at the hands of Saul, showed how low Saul had already stooped.  
   To go to Bethlehem, Samuel would have to pass by Gibeah, Saul’s city.  In his objection, we get some insights into Saul’s administration.  Samuel looked on Saul as a man of the most passionate and imperious self-will.  The people lived in fear of him.  The dilemma facing Samuel was real.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   But the Lord said, "Take a heifer with you…”  Samuel walked to Bethlehem, driving a heifer before him. 

    …and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.'  Was God telling Samuel to lie?  Not at all! This was strictly true; Samuel did offer a sacrifice.

   Samuel was under no obligation publicly to proclaim the whole truth about his mission to Bethlehem.  He did no wrong by concealing the main purpose of his journey; yet, by keeping silent he prevented wrong from being done to others.  To suppose that Samuel was under an obligation to tell everyone or anyone who asked him about the object of his visit – that he had come to anoint one of the sons of Jesse to be king – and thereby endanger that person’s life, is to suppose that Samuel was under an obligation to become a fool and be devoid of discretion.  Deane and Kirk,  Studies in First Samuel
   There is a vast difference between telling a lie and concealing information that others have forfeited a right to know because of their hostile attitude toward God and His moral standards.  King Saul had forfeited his right to know the reasons for the Prophet Samuel’s visit to Bethlehem.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   Some people are adept at asking questions when they have neither the right to the information nor the ability to use the data wisely.  We are under no obligation to give them the information they seek; instead we need to turn away their questions with polite but evasive comments.  Andrew Murray, Principles of Conduct
   “…you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you."  God did not tell Samuel which one of the sons of Jesse He would choose.   Samuel was a man who walked by faith.  Being accustomed to hearing the voice of God, he knew God would tell him when he needed to know.  
  

I Samuel 16:4 So Samuel did what the Lord said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, "Do you come peaceably?"

5 And he said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice." Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.

   So Samuel did what the Lord said…  Samuel was a faithful, obedient servant of the Lord until his death.  He was always willing to do what God asked of him. 
   …and went to Bethlehem.  Bethlehem was a small town, not very far from Jerusalem.  It was a hilly grain-growing region, with the many small grain fields carved into the hillsides.  David Guzik
 

   And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  Keep in mind that Samuel was a judge.  The people may have thought that Samuel had come to reprimand them.  The trembling elders give us a glimpse into the power and authority Samuel had amongst the people.
   “Sanctify yourselves…” Their preparation probably involved washing their clothes, bathing, anointing themselves with oil, and readying themselves in heart and mind to worship the Lord.  

   …Jesse and his sons … invited them to the sacrifice.  The idea was not that Jesse and his sons were to just watch Samuel sacrifice this heifer.  They would watch the sacrifice and then share in a large ceremonial meal, eating the meat that came from the sacrificed animal.

When an animal was sacrificed to atone for sin, none of it was eaten – it was all burned before the Lord.  But when an animal was sacrificed as a peace offering, a fellowship offering, or a consecration offering, then part of the animal was burnt before the Lord, and part of it was eaten in a special ceremonial meal to which the elders and Jesse and his sons were invited.  David Guzik
I Samuel 16:6 So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, "Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him!"

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."

8 So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, "Neither has the Lord chosen this one." 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the Lord chosen this one." 10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, "The Lord has not chosen these." 
   “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him!”   Jesse had a fine family of boys.  They were all healthy and good looking.  The very first one that Samuel saw was such an ideal young man that the prophet was sure that he was God’s chosen king.  Eliab was a man of striking physical appearance.
  Samuel made the mistake of judging Eliab based on his appearance.  This was the same mistake Israel had made when it came to the failed king Saul. Saul looked the part of a king, but he didn’t have the heart a king of God’s people should have. It didn’t matter how good Eliab looked, because God said, “I have refused him.”  David Guzik
   It is a good thing the Lord was doing the choosing; otherwise, Samuel would have picked the wrong man.
   “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him.”  God showed Samuel that the divine standard was not according to a man’s physical appearance but according to his heart attitude toward God.  It was neither according to his looks, “Do not look at his appearance,” nor his height, “his physical stature,” for these were not important “because I [God] have refused him.”
   Sometimes we covet attractive and talented people for the Lord’s work, but they, too, may turn out to be disappointments because they are not God’s chosen. 

   “For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance…”  God looks at us differently than we look at each other.  A person may be all dressed up and look great to us, yet be doing things that are not pleasing to God.  God sees through to the heart and character of each of us.  
   …but the Lord looks at the heart.  God’s choice was a heart choice.  God looked throughout the nation Israel for a man whose heart was right toward Him and found that heart in a young boy named David.  “I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will” (Acts 13:22, 23).  
   In spite of David’s imperfections, two excellent qualities stand out concerning him: he cast himself upon God’s mercy, and he trusted God implicitly.  He was a young man who put God’s will ahead of his own selfish desires.  For the most part, David’s life was a life of obedience to the will of God.  There were times when he failed, but when he did, he turned in repentance and threw himself on God’s mercy.  Theodore Epp
  Charles Swindoll said, “If I could, I would like to see people not by face but by heart.  Yet, only God can do that.  With our limited vision, we must look to God to give us His discernment because we cannot see the heart from which all the issues of life originate.” 
   Since it is God we want to please, we should be continually searching our heart, our attitudes, and our actions to see if they measure up to God’s standard.  We should spend as much time thinking about whether our heart attitude is presentable before God as we do making sure our outward appearance is presentable before men.

   … seven of his sons pass before Samuel.  Seven sons were passed over.  Paul wrote that “not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called” (1 Corinthians 1:26).  God chose then, as He does now, the weak, the base, the things that are despised.  God chooses unlikely people to do His work, so that all will know the work is God’s work, not man’s. God wants to work in such a way that people regard His servants as they regarded Samson: they wondered at the secret of his strength (Judges 16:5).

    The seven older sons of Jesse were apparently magnificent specimens of humanity as far as their outward appearance was concerned.  However, God didn’t want a king after the flesh.  Israel already had one of those!  God was looking for a different kind of king. 
   To educate and refine the flesh so that it may become profitable in His service is never God’s plan. He insists on the sentence of death upon everything that you and I are in ourselves.  There is only one place for all that is ‘self’ – on Calvary.  Alan Redpath
“The Lord has not chosen these.”  Samuel was mystified.  God had told him of Jesse, “I have provided Myself a king among his sons.” Yet here were seven sons of Jesse, and God had not chosen any of them.
I Samuel 16:11 And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all the young men here?" Then he said, "There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep."

   “Are all the young men here?”   Samuel didn’t say, “I guess the Lord was wrong when He told me it would be one of Jesse’s sons.”  Neither did he say, “It has to be one of these seven sons, so pass them by me again.”  He had confidence in the word of the Lord.  He knew he was to anoint one of Jesse’s sons, and he knew that it was not one of these sons.  We should trust God’s Word as much as Samuel trusted the word of the Lord!  David Guzik
   “There remains yet the youngest…”  Jesse said this as though his youngest son was not important, and that it didn't make much difference whether or not Samuel saw him.  This showed the low regard David had among his own family.  His father didn’t mention him by name, nor had he been invited to the sacrificial feast.  This was an occasion that happened perhaps once in a lifetime – Jesse, with his sons, were invited to a feast as the special guests of the former ruling judge of the land; yet, David was overlooked.  
   So small was David in his father’s esteem that it wasn’t considered necessary to include him in the family when the prophet of God called them to sacrifice.  Alan Redpath

   I have always regretted that my family did not let me know about my grandmother’s funeral.  I was at a CEF camp and it would have been nearly impossible for me to have attended, but I felt like I should have been given the choice.  It was possible for David to have attended this feast, but his father did not deem him important enough to be present.
      You may not be intellectual or well thought of in your family circle; you may be despised by others for your faith in Christ.  Perhaps you had only a little share in the love of your parents as David did.  But remember that those who are rejected of men often become beloved of the Lord.  Alan Redpath

 

   Jesse revealed two common mistakes parents make.  He had neither an equal appreciation for all his children nor did he cultivate a mutual self-respect among them.  He saw his youngest as nothing more than the one who kept the sheep.  Charles Swindoll

 

   “…and there he is, keeping the sheep.”   David was simply doing his job, being faithful in little things and doing what his father told him to do.  David, doing a servant’s job showed that Jesse was not wealthy.  He was not affluent enough to have servants.  David was the servant. 
   If it was strange for God to find the king of Israel at the sheepfold, it was even stranger for the Savior of the world to come from a carpenter’s shop.  God looks for different qualities in leaders than we do.

   “Keeping the sheep” gave David time to think and to consider the glory of God’s creation.  The long lonely nights under the stars built in him the heart that would sing: 

 

   The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day utters speech and night unto night reveals knowledge. (Psalm 19)

 

   When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained…  O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8)
 
   “Keeping the sheep” gave David the heart of a shepherd.  He learned how sheep needed the care and help of a good shepherd.  He learned to see himself as a sheep and God as his Shepherd. He learned to love his Shepherd and to see the care and provision that his Shepherd had for him. 
 

   The Lord is my shepherd … in green pastures ... still waters … in the paths of righteousness …I walk through the valley of the shadow of death … Your rod and Your staff … You anoint my head with oil…. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. (Psalm 23)

 

   “Keeping the sheep” taught David to trust God in the midst of danger.  He had lions and bears and wolves with which to contend; the sheep had to be protected. 
   The country around Bethlehem was not a peaceful paradise; the career of a shepherd was not the easy life. William G. Blaikie
 

   Does God have you “keeping the sheep” right now?  Are you in a humble, lowly, servant’s place, but feel that God has called you to greater things?  If He has, it will only be fulfilled as you are faithful in “keeping the sheep” right where you are.  This isn’t waiting time, this is training time.  David was a great man and a great king over Israel because he never lost his shepherd’s heart.  David Guzik
   With no thought of being anything more than a shepherd, David was faithful.  He was ready. We need to be daily taking up our cross and following the Lord so we’ll be ready when “He looks to and fro for a heart that is perfect toward Him.”  He is, even today, looking for a pure heart so He can show Himself strong to this world. 

    As a college student, I heard something that made a great impact on my life.  “If God needed someone right now for a job, would I be ready?”  If He looked at me, would He say, “No, it’ll take at least three years of learning and growing for this one to be ready for My use!”  Those words challenged me to read, study, memorize, and obey God’s Word.  I wanted to be ready.
I Samuel 16:11 And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here." 12 So he sent and brought him in. 
   “…we will not sit down till he comes…”  The heifer sacrificed earlier in the day must have been roasting for some time.  The meat was ready to be carved and served, but Samuel instructed Jesse to send a runner for this youngest son of Jesse.  No one would sit down to eat until David arrived.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   So he sent and brought him in.  F. B. Meyer gives us a glimpse into that day.
   “It began like any ordinary day.  No angel trumpet heralded it; no faces looked out of heaven; the sun arose that morning as usual.  With the first glimmer of light David was on his way to lead his flock to pasturelands heavy with dew.  As the morning hours sped onwards, many duties would engross his watchful soul – strengthening the weak, healing that which was sick, binding up that which was broken, and seeking that which was lost; meanwhile, the music of his song possibly filled the air for he was a skillful player of the harp.

   “A breathless messenger suddenly broke the loneliness of the mountainside with the news of Samuel’s arrival at David’s home.  The prophet Samuel had refused to eat of the offering until the shepherd-boy had joined them.  His father hastily sent for him.  How the young eyes must have flashed with pleasure!  Never before had he been wanted and sent for.  Till now he had been only “the lad that kept the sheep.”  The family life had been complete without him.  His father and brothers had followed their pursuits and pleasures in almost total disregard for the young son and brother who was destined to make their names immortal.  He had borne it all with patience.  His heart was not haughty, neither his eyes lofty.  Still, it was a genuine pleasure to feel that the family circle, in the great Samuel’s eyes, was not complete till he was there.  He therefore left his sheep with the messenger, and started at full speed for home.”
I Samuel 16:12 Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the Lord said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!" 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.

   Now he was ruddy… According to wordnet.com by Princeton, Ruddy means “inclined to a healthy reddish color often associated with outdoor life - a ruddy complexion."  A good number of Bible scholars interpret this as his hair was a reddish color.
   …with bright eyes, and good-looking.  David had “bright eyes,” which speak of vitality and intelligence. And he was “good-looking.”
 

   David had a pleasant appearance, but he did not look like Saul, who was “a choice and handsome young man. There was not a more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people” (1 Samuel 9:2). David looked nice, but one didn’t look at him and say, “There’s a born leader. There is a king.”  That is what people said when they looked at Saul.  When they looked at David, they said, “That’s a good looking boy.”

 

   But look at what God prophetically said to Saul about David in 1 Samuel 15:28: “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.”  As unlikely as he appeared, David was “better than” Saul in the eyes of God.  David Guzik
 

   We don’t know how old David was at this time.  The ancient Jewish historian Josephus says that David was ten years old.  Others guess he was about fifteen years old.  Regardless, he was just a young adult.
   And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him…” David’s seven brothers, by all outward appearance, seemed to be better material for royalty.  Nonetheless, David, as unlikely as he was, was “the one.” “He [God] chose David to be his servant” (Psalm 78:70).  The people chose Saul, but God chose David. 
   “You may have nothing in your outward appearance, nothing in your surroundings or circumstances, to indicate the true royalty within; but if you bare your heart to God, you shall stand revealed as His son, as a priest and a king unto Himself.”  F. B. Meyer
   “…for this is the one!”  God had taken a house-to-house survey of the whole kingdom in search of someone very special.  As a result of this survey, the Lord God Almighty had found that this leather-lunged troubadour loved his Lord with a purer heart than anyone else on all the sacred soil of Israel.   Gene Edwards, A Tale of Three Kings 
   Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers…  There’s David, just a teenager.  He walks into the house, still smelling like sheep.  As he enters, an old man hobbles over with the horn of oil which he had brought with him from Nob and commands him to kneel.  David knelt, then felt oil pouring down on his head.  Somewhere, in one of the closets of his mind labeled “childhood information,” he found a thought:  “This is what men do to designate royalty!  Samuel is making me a  . . . what?”  

   The Bible does not tell us who, besides God and Samuel, knew exactly what this anointing meant.  If Samuel felt his life was threatened for anointing a new king, David’s life would probably also be threatened, for he was the anointed one.  When Saul did find out that David was God’s appointed, his life was in danger.   

    Josephus tells us that the prophet whispered in David’s ear the meaning of the sacred symbol.  Did the aged lips approach the young head, and as the trembling hand pushed back the clustering locks, did they whisper in the lad’s ear the thrilling words, “Thou shall be king?”  If so, in the difficult years following, how the words would return to him; and how enormous an inspiration they would be in sustaining David for the great destiny that awaited him!  Theodore Epp

   It is quite probable that Jesse and his family understood that from then on some of David’s time was to be spent with Samuel in Ramah.  There in company with the other young men in training in the schools of the prophets, he would have the opportunity to improve his skill as a musician, learn how to write, and receive instruction from Samuel in the law of the Lord. Dr. Cyril J. Barber

 

   Probably no one even dared to think that this was David’s anointing to be king over all Israel.  But God knew, because He had been working in David’s heart for a long time.  The public anointing was the outcome of what had taken place in private between David and God long before.  Alan Redpath
   David was a shepherd, but there were a lot of shepherds.  David was good-looking, but so were a lot of young men.  David was young, but there were plenty of young men.  God described what made David special in 1 Samuel 13:14: “The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord had commanded him to be commander over His people.” David was “the one” because he was “a man after God’s own heart.”
   No one can know the day or hour when God passes by, seeking for chosen vessels and goodly pearls.  When least expecting it, we are being scrutinized, watched, tested, in daily common places to see if we shall be faithful in more momentous issues.  Let us be always on the alert, our loins girt, our lamps burning, our nets mended and cleansed.  F. B. Meyer
 

   God’s choice of David shows that we don’t have to quit our jobs and enter into full-time ministry to be people after God’s own heart.  We don’t need to be famous or prominent; we don’t need to be respected or even liked by others; we don’t need status, influence, power, the respect or approval of men, or great responsibilities to be people after God’s heart.

 

    Where did David get this heart?  Obviously, from time spent with the Lord.  But someone started him on that path.  David says nothing of his father, but twice in the Psalms he refers to his mother as a maidservant of the Lord (Psalm 86:16 and 116:16).  Probably, it was David’s godly mother who poured her heart and love and devotion of the Lord into him, and gave him a foundation to build on in his own walk with the Lord.  Like Timothy, another young man used of the Lord, God used David’s mother to pour into him a godly faith (2 Timothy 1:5). David Guzik
   Mothers, might God use you to raise up a David or a Timothy?  
 

   …the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.  David’s real anointing took place when the Holy Spirit came “upon David from that day forward.”  The oil on the head was just a sign of this inward reality. 

 

   God didn’t change David’s heart; he saw David’s heart.  As Saul’s life so poignantly demonstrated, it is not enough to have the Spirit of God; we must let Him lead our lives.  We must defer to His will; we must obey Him every moment of every day.

 

   So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.  What? Didn’t Samuel begin a “Let’s Enthrone David” political party?  Didn’t he begin to undermine Saul’s throne, and look for a way to establish David as king?  No.  Samuel took one look at David, and reacted exactly the way God wanted him to: “Lord, I don’t know why You chose this kid, but You will have to put him on the throne. I can’t do it.”

 

   And God would do it.  1 Samuel 16:13 is the first mention of the name David in the book of 1 Samuel.  He had been prophetically referred to on several occasions before (1 Samuel 13:14, 15:28), but this is the first mention of his name, which means “Beloved” or “Loved One.”

 

   David would become one of the greatest men of the Bible, being mentioned more than 1,000 times in the pages of Scripture – more than Abraham, more than Moses, more than any man in the New Testament.  It’s no accident that Jesus wasn’t known as the “Son of Abraham” or the “Follower of Moses,” but as the “Son of David” (Matthew 9:27 and at least a dozen other places).  David Guzik
 

   From whatever side we view the life of David, it is remarkable.  It may be that Abraham excelled him in faith, and Moses in the power of concentrated fellowship with God, and Elijah in the fiery force of his enthusiasm.  But none of these were as many-sided as the richly gifted son of Jesse.  F. B. Meyer

 

   But it all began as David was keeping the sheep.  No wonder the Lord would later say of David, in Psalm 78:70-72: “He also chose David His servant, and took him from the sheepfolds; from following the ewes that had young He brought him, to shepherd Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance. So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, and guided them by the skillfulness of his hands.”
   Having been anointed to be king of Israel, David’s life could have never returned to the simple life of a shepherd boy.  He was able to return to his flocks for brief periods, but those times soon ceased.  Charles Swindoll
   As Gene Edwards puts it: “Quite a day for that young man, wouldn’t you say?  Then do you find it strange that this remarkable event led the young man not to the throne but to a decade of hellish agony and suffering.  On that day, David was enrolled, not into the lineage of royalty but into the school of brokenness.”    

   King Saul was still living, and it wouldn't be well to have two kings at the same time, so David did not attempt to become king right away.  He conducted himself very wisely while he waited for the time when he would begin the royal duties for which he had been anointed.  David totally relinquished the timing of his coronation into the hands of God.
   Soon, David would find himself in the palace, but not his palace nor would he be reigning.  It would be the palace of a mad king with circumstances as insane as the king himself.  David had many indispensable lessons yet to learn before he would become truly a king after God’s own heart!  
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