RELATIVE HONESTY VS. ABSOLUTE HONESTY

Compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe
We are talking about honesty today. 
There are two kinds.  

    The first is RELATIVE HONESTY.  

· TRUTHFULNESS: You say ‘most of the time I tell the truth.  Everything I say is not a lie.  Just a few little thing here and there may be stretching the truth, but over all I am pretty honest.’

· CHEATING – I studied and I knew most of the answers, I only copied a few from my friends.

· STEALING - Many times I go to the store and take nothing.  I have stolen a few things in my life but very little considering what I know some of my friends have stolen.

· DECEIVING – I tell my parents where I am going most of the time.  I don’t always tell them which movie I am seeing, but I tell then I am at the movies with my friends.  At least I am honest about that.

Would you say this person is an honest person?  If he’s more honest than most of his friends, does that make him honest?  If he’s honest most of the time, does that make him honest?  How many people do you need to murder to be a murderer?  Just one? (Turn over to show Liar, Cheater, Thief,  Deceiver.)   

· LIAR:  How many lies do you need to tell to be a liar?  Can you tell 20 lies, but number 21 makes you a liar.  If I just told you one blatant lie with the intent to deceive you, would you call me a liar?  To you I would be a liar.  God says ‘I am truth.’  John 14:6  God’s nature is in stark contrast to Satan’s.  John 8:44 says ‘He (the devil)….does not stand in truth, because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.’  The Lord wants us to be conformed to His character, rather than to the dishonest nature of the devil.

· How many times do I need to cheat on a test to be a cheater? 

·  How many times do I need to steal from the store to be a thief?   You shall not steal.   Exodus 20:15 

· How many times do I need to deceive my parents to be a deceiver?  ‘Put away from you a deceitful mouth and put devious lips far from you’.    Proverbs 4:24  Are you absolutely honest in all you say?

What do you think a Holy God thinks about RELATIVE HONESTY?  Do you think He says, that’s good enough for Me?  I don’t think so!

God has a standard for honesty and that is ABSOLUTE HONESTY!  He wants us to be absolutely honest at all times in even the littlest of things.

· If I saw a bag of nuts open in the store and took one, even if everyone else was eating them, would I be absolutely honest?   Had I paid for the nuts? Were they mine?  Who did they belong to?  They belonged to the store.  Until I pay for them, they are not mine and if I take even one I am taking something that does not belong to me.

Even the smallest act of dishonesty is sin.  ‘Whoever is dishonest with very little, will also be dishonest with much.’ Luke 16:10 NIV

· I sit a glass on the table much too close to the edge.  My brother or sister knocks it off.  I tell my mom.  If I do not tell her that I sat the glass too close to the edge, am I being completely honest?  ‘Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interest of others.’ Phil. 2:4;  ‘ You shall love you neighbor as yourself.’  Mark 12:31;   ‘If you love your neighbor as much as you love yourself, you will not want to harm or cheat him, or kill him or steal from him…love does not wrong to anyone.  Romans 13:9,10 LB  
· A clerk gives me too much change.  I didn’t steal it.  But if I knew it and didn’t tell her, would I be 100% honest?  God wants total honesty.  ‘Prove yourself to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach…in the midst of wicked people, among whom you will appear as lights in the world.’  Phil. 2:15 

If Jesus were standing right beside you, would you go overboard to be 100% honest at all times?  If He saw every little thing that you did, would that change your honesty?  Well, does He see and know every little thing you say and do?

We are all tempted to be RELATIVELY HONEST.  We are tempted to say, ‘Oh the little things don’t matter’.  But when we are not 100% honest, we are acting as if God is incapable of discovering our dishonesty and is powerless to discipline us.  If we really believe God will discipline us, then we will not consider acting dishonestly.

An honest decision may look foolish.  (No one will see you or know.  It will be so much easier.  Everyone else is doing it.)  But those who are honest realize the truth that Jesus Christ does know all and is right there with us.  It is impossible to love the Lord God, with all our heart, soul and mind, if at the same time we are dishonest and act as if He does not exist. ‘He who walks in his uprightness fears the Lord, but he who is crooked in his ways despises (thinks little) of Him.’  Proverbs 14:12    We are denying the Lord’s existence and power when we are not absolutely honest.

Live in truth.  God does know and does see you every moment of every day.  Live like it. Be a light that shines.  If you determine in your heart to be absolutely honest, people will notice. Abraham said  "I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, Gen 14:22-23 NASU  I challenge you to make the same commitment.  Not to take a pencil or a paper clip or a piece of candy that is not yours.  God wants you to be honest in even the smallest, seemingly inconsequential matter.  Be ABSOULTELY HONEST.  That’s God’s standard.
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