DAVID II    LESSON 4 –DAVID and MEPHIBOSHETH
(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

II Samuel 4:4; 9:1-13
Memory Verse:   John 1:12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.    
Motions to Memory Verse:

But as many - Spread arms open wide in front of you like “presenting..."

as received Him - Bring arms back in and make fists and cross arms over chest. 

to them He gave - Point out toward kids.
the right to become - One hand on hip, stomp one foot down on the ground and swing other arm across your stomach, make hand into a fist  (stand up big and tall).
children - Pretend to be cradling a little baby in your arms back and forth. (sweetly). 
of God. – Point upward.

To those who believe in - One hand on hip while other hand is pointing across room, bouncing hand as you move, pointing outward. 

His name - Point up toward God.
to those who believe in - Same motion as above, but switch hands.  Now other hand is on hip and other arm is moving outward while bouncing and pointing.

His name. - Point up toward God.
But as many - Spread arms out in front of you like "presenting..."

as received Him - Bring arms in across chest.
to them He gave - Point out toward kids.
the right to become - One hand on hip, stomp one foot down on the ground and swing other arm across your stomach, make hand into a fist (stand up big and tall).
children of God. - Pretend to be cradling a little baby in your arms back and forth (sweetly).
II Samuel 4:4
II Samuel 4:4 Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened, as she made haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. His name was Mephibosheth.
   Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son…  His name was Mephibosheth.  In a political sense, David could have seen Mephibosheth as a rival or a threat.  There was still a remnant in Israel who felt that the house of Saul should continue to reign over the nation.  The writer of II Samuel gives testimony of a man named Shimei, a supporter of the house of Saul, who lashed out against David (2 Samuel 16:5-8).  Since Mephibosheth was the son of the first-born son of Saul, Jonathan, Mephibosheth had the right to the throne in the eyes of those who still saw Saul’s dynasty as the lawful line.  Mephibosheth could have drawn upon these enthusiasts and developed a rival following.  Ishbosheth, Mephibosheth's uncle, had waged a bloody war against David for the throne of Israel.  There was always a chance that Mephibosheth might follow in his uncle’s footsteps.
 

   … his nurse took him up and fled…  The nurse surely feared the death of Mephibosheth at the hands of the new king.  She grabbed her little charge and fled in terror when news came that Saul was dead.  
   Even during the seven and a half years of unrest while David ruled only in Hebron, those responsible for Mephibosheth felt it best to keep this heir to the throne hidden.  Mephibosheth had been taught to fear the king who sat on the throne.  So it is with the sinner, he is afraid of God, and seeks to banish Him from his thoughts.  The knowledge of God’s holiness, power and omniscience fills him with dismay, and he seeks to have nothing to do with Him. "The wicked flee when no man pursues."

   …that he fell and became lame.  In the panic and haste that ensued, Mephibosheth was either dropped by his fleeing nurse or fell of his own accord and badly hurt his feet.  He was only five years old.  There was no time to stop and get help from a doctor.  His feet may never have been set properly.   How quickly the life of this little boy changed.  In a matter of hours, he went from living in the palace, the son of the crown prince, to becoming a permanently disabled cripple who was never able to properly walk again, let alone run and play.
   Mephibosheth became a cripple through a fall.  Man was not originally created in his present sinful condition.  Man was far from being "lame on both his feet" when God proclaimed him "very good."  Man became spiritually crippled as the result of his fall in Adam. 

II Samuel 9:1-13

II Samuel 9:1 Now David said, "Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 

   “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul..?”  Although Saul had treated David very unjustly and the custom was for the king of a new dynasty to completely massacre anyone connected with the prior dynasty, David had different thoughts.  He went against the principle of revenge and self-preservation and asked what he could do for the family of his enemy.  

   “…that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?”   David remembered the covenant promise he had made to his best friend, Jonathan.  Jonathan said to David: “…And you shall not only show me the kindness of the Lord … but you shall not cut off your kindness from my house…" (1 Samuel 20:14-15).  Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he loved him: for he loved him as he loved his own soul (1 Samuel 20:17).  Later, Saul asked David to make this same promise to him.  

   David had sworn to “show kindness,” literally grace, to the house of Jonathan forever.  It was to that incident that the words of David "that I may show the kindness of God unto him" referred.  It was covenant kindness which David was gladly about to keep to Jonathan’s descendants even though Jonathan had been dead many years.
II Samuel 9:2 And there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba. So when they had called him to David, the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?"

He said, "At your service!"

3 Then the king said, "Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, to whom I may show the kindness of God?"

And Ziba said to the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet."

   …a servant of the house of Saul…Ziba…  It was only through Ziba, a servant of the house of Saul, that David was able to learn of Mephibosheth’s existence.  Mephibosheth had been a fugitive, vigilantly hiding from the king.  He had hidden over seven years from his uncle.  We are not told how many additional years he hid from David.
   “…the kindness of God…”  Mephibosheth was not going to receive favor because of anything he had done, nor because of any personal worthiness he possessed, but wholly on account of a covenant promise which had been made before he was born.  So it is with those toward whom God now acts in free and sovereign grace.  It is not because of any personal claims they have upon Him, but because of the love He bears toward the Mediator, that He shows "kindness."  Long, long before they first saw the light, God entered into a covenant with Christ, promising to extend mercy unto all who belonged to His "house."  Arthur W. Pink

   “…who is lame in his feet.”  If you read between the lines, you may notice an implication in Ziba’s counsel to the King.  I think he was implying, “David, you really better think twice before you do this, because this guy’s not going to look very good in your court.  He doesn’t fit the surroundings, this throne room, this beautiful new home in the city of Jerusalem.  You know, David, he has a serious disability.”  Charles Swindoll 

How accurately that portrays the condition of those who are out of Christ! The natural man is unable to run in the path of God’s commandments, or tread the narrow way which leads to Life. He is a spiritual cripple; "without strength" (Rom. 5:6). The utter inability of the unregenerate to meet God’s requirements and walk acceptably before him, is a truth written plainly across the Scriptures.  Unknown internet site
II Samuel 9:4  So the king said to him, "Where is he?"
And Ziba said to the king, "Indeed he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lo Debar."

5 Then King David sent and brought him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo Debar.

   "Where is he?"  David’s response was beautiful.  He moved right on and said, “Where is he?”  He didn’t ask, “How badly?”  He didn’t even ask how he happened to be in that condition.  He just asked, “Where’s the man located?”  

   This is the way grace is.  Grace isn’t picky.  Grace doesn’t look for things that have been done to deserve love.  Grace operates apart from the response or the ability of the individual.  Grace is one-sided.  Here, s strong and famous king stooped down and reached out in grace to one who represented everything the king was not!  Charles Swindoll
   David was not looking for one of whom men would call "a deserving case," nor one from whom David could expect anything in return.  Instead, he was looking for someone who descended from his most merciless and implacable foe; one that was hiding away from him and one who had nothing of his own, having lost his heritage.  This is a perfect picture of God’s grace. God freely bestows His riches on worthless wretches, spiritual paupers, lost and undone sinners – those who have nothing to offer in return.
   …he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel…  Mephibosheth didn't even have his own house.  Instead, he lived in the house of another man, Machir the son of Ammiel.  Machir later proved his deep loyalty to David when Absalom led his rebellion against David.  Machir supported and helped David at great danger to himself (2 Samuel 17:27), perhaps because Machir had grown to love Mephibosheth and had seen how kindly the king had treated his friend.
    “…Lo Debar.”  Lo in Hebrew means “no,” and debar is from the root word meaning “pasture or pastureland.”  This descendant of Jonathan had been living in an obscure, barren place of desolation.  
   How aptly this portrays the world in which we live.  It is a world away from God, which lies in the clutches of the wicked one.  This world is a great "howling wilderness" so far as spiritual provisions are concerned.  It offers no food for the soul.  Yet how little is that fact realized by those who are in it and of it.

"Lo Debar" is written across all the varied fields of this world, though the great masses of people realize it not. Multitudes are seeking to find something to fill that void in their heart which God should occupy. They seek satisfaction in sports, in reading novels, in an endless round of pleasure, in making money, in fame; but satisfaction to the soul is not to be found in such things—things which perish with the using of them.  Aside from Him who is "the true Bread," no food is to be found but "the husks that the swine eat."  The prodigal son discovered that when he left his father and went into the far country.  "I perish with hunger" was his mournful cry.  Life, peace, joy, and satisfaction are to be found only in the Lord.  Unknown Internet Site
     …King David sent…   Mephibosheth had been hiding for years, fearful of his life.  The last thing he wanted was to hear an emissary from the king rap on his door.  But that is exactly what happened.  Can you imagine Mephibosheth’s shock?  We don’t know how old Mephibosheth was, but he probably had a family of his own, for it is later recorded that he had a young son named Micha.  After answering the knock at his door, Mephibosheth was looking into the faces of David’s soldiers, who said to him, “The king wants to see you.”  Most likely, he thought, “Well, this is the end.”  Charles Swindoll
   Mephibosheth must have been terrified when the messengers demanded that he go with them.  In the back of his mind he had surely anticipated the day when David would do as other kings did and massacre every potential rival to his throne.  He had felt some security as long as he believed that the new king didn't know about him.  But his game was up; he had been discovered.  David Guzik

   Notice that David took the initiative in searching out Mephibosheth.  How characteristic this is of our sovereign Lord.  He took the initiative and found us, not vice versa.  As members of the fallen human race we were not seeking God.  We may have groped after our idea of “goodness” or some kind of god “created in our own image!” but we certainly were not actively searching for the infinitely holy and righteous God of the Bible!  Until He began to work in our hearts, our idea of God and our attitude toward Him were probably similar to that of Mephibosheth’s toward David—someone unknown to fear and hide from so as to avoid confrontation.   
   …and brought him…   Mephibosheth was a poor man who belonged to a family that had been in rebellion against David.  He was lame in both feet and was dwelling in the place of no pasture.  David was the king, sitting upon his throne, purposing to show kindness for the sake of another.  What, then, was the next move?  Did David notify this man that if he "did his part" mercy should be accorded him?  Did he send the cripple a pair of crutches so he could hobble to Jerusalem as best he could?  No indeed, David took the initiative and “brought him” to himself.  Arthur W. Pink
   This shadows the effective work of the Holy Spirit in those whom God brings to Himself.  Had He done nothing more than give His Son to die for sinners, and then sent forth His servants with the gospel invitation, no one would  have been saved.  This is clear from the parable of the Great Supper: men were invited to come and assured that "all things were now ready."  Yet, what was their response?   "They all with one consent began to make excuse" (Luke 14:18).  But God was not to be foiled, and said to the servant (the Spirit), "Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind."  God made a way and then brought us to Himself.
II Samuel 9:6  Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he fell on his face and prostrated himself. 
   …Mephibosheth… "Mephibosheth" signifies "a shameful thing." How accurately does that describe the natural man! "We are all as an unclean thing" (Isa. 64:6), polluted by sin. We are by birth and practice thoroughly depraved and corrupt. Our understanding is darkened so that we cannot comprehend spiritual things, our wills are opposed to God’s, our hearts are desperately wicked, our consciences are seared, our strength spent in the service of Satan.  In the sight of the Holy One our very righteousness is "as filthy rags." "A shameful thing," then, we truly are: "from the sole of the foot even unto the crown of the head there is no soundness" in us by nature, instead only "wounds and bruises and putrefying sores" (Isaiah 1:6). O what cause have we to cry with the leper "Unclean! unclean!" and say with Job "I am vile."

   … the son of Jonathan … had come to David…   Mephibosheth had to have been fearful as he traveled to meet the man he had been taught to fear.  What would a five year old boy know of a man who had been hated by his grandfather?  It would not have been safe for Jonathan to speak of his friendship with David to his own family.  Surely, Mephibosheth knew nothing of the love his father had had for the reigning king.
 

   …he fell on his face and prostrated himself.  Even before Mephibosheth knew what David had planned, he hobbled into the royal court, prostrated himself, and said, “Here is your servant.”  What a moment that must have been.  For the first time in his life Mephibosheth was face to face with the one from whom he had been hiding his whole life.  Frightened and trembling, he threw aside his crutches and fell down.  He knew his very life hung upon the mercy of this king.  Not knowing what to expect, he surely expected the worst.  
II Samuel 9:6 Then David said, "Mephibosheth?"

And he answered, "Here is your servant!" 

 

   Then David said, "Mephibosheth?"  David had never before seen Mephibosheth, yet he now addressed him in the most intimate terms.  A single word was all that David yet uttered—"Mephibosheth"— yet how much was expressed by it!  How it reminds us of that precious declaration from the lips of the good Shepherd, "He calls His own sheep by name" (John 10:3). When, at the burning bush, the Lord first revealed Himself to Israel’s deliverer from Egypt, He said, "Moses, Moses" (Exodus 3:4).  The first word of the Savior to the one in the sycamore tree was "Zaccheus" (Luke 19:5).  When He made known Himself unto the tear-blinded seeker at His sepulcher, it was by the single word, "Mary" (John 20: 16).  His first word to the persecutor of His church was "Saul" (Acts 9:4).  Arthur W. Pink
   "Here is your servant!"  Mephibosheth didn’t justify himself, make excuses for his connection with Saul, or throw the blame for his situation on others.  He humbled himself at the feet of David. 
II Samuel 9:7  So David said to him, "Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father's sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually."

8 Then he bowed himself, and said, "What is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead dog as I?"

   “Do not fear…”  Everything in Mephibosheth’s manner must have shown his fear.  David took no joy in keeping this cripple, who lay prostrate before him, in suspense.  
   David’s "Fear not" was designed to alleviate his terror, quiet his heart, and set him at ease in the presence of the king.  So it is with the believer: "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God" (Romans 5:1).  There was no rebuke for Mephibosheth having so long kept away from David, no reproaching him because he was of the house of Saul; but instead, a word to assure him, to comfort him.  Oh, how that should reassure our hearts; we have nothing whatever to fear when we take our place in the dust before the Lord.  "God resists the proud, but gives grace unto the humble" (James 4:6).   Arthur W. Pink
   That Mephibosheth’s life was spared was a notable act of clemency on the part of the monarch.  This illustrates the abounding mercy of God to those who have flouted His authority, broken His laws, and deserved naught but unsparing judgment at His hands: “though the wages of sin is death, yet the gift of God is "eternal life" through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 3:23).  Arthur W. Pink

   But as Mephibosheth waited face down, waited for the sword to cut through his body, nothing happened!  He heard King David making Ziba his servant, and not only Ziba, but all of Ziba's family.  All that belonged to his grandfather Saul now belonged to him.  Mephibosheth was to be given a position of honor with King David at his dinner table. 
   “…I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father's sake…”  Mephibosheth didn’t understand David’s kindness until he heard these words.  He had not known that David and his father had been best friends.  
   Mephibosheth would also discover something very special about David!  David had God's love in his heart.  And David wanted to show God's love and God's kindness to others.  It was because David had allowed God's love to fill his heart that Mephibosheth was brought back to a position of honor in the king’s palace.  It was the love of God shed abroad in David’s heart that made Mephibosheth a prince again.

   The covenant between David and Jonathan reminds us of the covenant of loyal love that God made with the “fallen dynasty of mankind.” In fact, even Jonathan’s name (which means “the Lord has given”) serves to emphasize this part of the picture.  Right after the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, God covenanted to send a Redeemer to rescue fallen man.  In Genesis 3:15, the first promise of the coming Redeemer was given when God promised that the seed of the woman would crush Satan’s head.  God kept His promise to send that perfect Redeemer. 
   As Jonathan, a member of the house of Saul, was the link between David’s love and Mephibosheth’s need, so the Lord Jesus, a Member of the human race, was the necessary link between God’s love and our great need.  We read in Hebrews 2:17 that “He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”
   “…will restore to you all the land of Saul…”  David restored to Mephibosheth the inheritance which had originally belonged to Saul but had been lost to him.  Mephibosheth knew about these lands, but was afraid to take possession of them because it would expose him to the king.  
   This is one more detail of the picture that highlights God’s love for fallen man.  As part of the fallen sinful human race, we had lost everything and were under the sentence of death, but in Christ we have regained our status of righteousness—and so much more! 
   It shows to us the gift of our God in bestowing upon poor bankrupt paupers the riches of His grace.  Though we come to Him empty-handed, He does not allow us to remain so.  In like manner, through our first father’s sin, we lost our original heritage, even the life, image, and blessing of God.  Nor could we possibly do anything to regain it.  But as David "for Jonathan’s sake" restored to Mephibosheth the estate of his father, so God “for Christ’s sake” gives back to His people all that they had lost in Adam.  Arthur W. Pink
   “…and you shall eat bread at my table continually.”  What higher honor can be bestowed on another than the invitation to eat with the king’s family daily?  David gave Mephibosheth the honor of a close relationship with himself, the king.  He gave him all the rights of a family member.  He essentially adopted Mephibosheth. 
   What a tremendous contrast from being an outcast at Lo Debar—"the place of no pasture" to feasting at the king’s own table not merely once, but "continually!"  Truly it was the "kindness of God" which David showed to him.  This reminds us of what we find at the close of the parable of the prodigal son, when he who, having been "in want" in the far country and after his return in penitence, is feasted by his father with the "fatted calf." Nothing short of giving us His best will satisfy the great heart of "the God of all grace."  And what is His "best" but fellowship with Himself, of which eating at His table is the symbol?  Arthur W. Pink
  “What is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead dog as I?”  Mephibosheth couldn't believe what he was hearing!  He glanced up to see if, in fact, this was King David speaking!  And it was!  He quickly put his face to the ground again and said:  "Who am I that you should notice a dead dog like me?"
    What effect did this astonishing kindness have upon Mephibosheth?  Did it puff him up with self-importance, and cause him to act as though he was other than a poor cripple?  No, indeed; such is never the effect of divine grace applied to the heart, though often it is the case where airy notions of it sink no deeper than the head.  Arthur W. Pink
   Mephibosheth referred to himself as a dead dog.  He didn't feel worthy of such generosity.  All the years of hiding from the king and living in fear and poverty made Mephibosheth think of himself as worthless.  What could be more worthless and insignificant than a dead dog?  In the same way, we have to come before God with a dead dog attitude in order to benefit from His mercy.  Many people today are unwilling to assume such a humble attitude.  Their humanistic pride and arrogance keep them from experiencing the love and blessings of the King. 
   Is not this truly beautiful?  The exceeding kindness of David did not work in Mephibosheth self-elation and self-exaltation, but self-abasement: it wrought in him a deeper consciousness of his utter unworthiness before such un-thought-of favors.  He was amazed that the king should even notice, much less favorably regard, such a worthless creature as he felt himself to be.  Arthur W. Pink
II Samuel 9:9 And the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given to your master's son all that belonged to Saul and to all his house. 10 You therefore, and your sons and your servants, shall work the land for him, and you shall bring in the harvest, that your master's son may have food to eat. But Mephibosheth your master's son shall eat bread at my table always." Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

11 Then Ziba said to the king, "According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so will your servant do."

"As for Mephibosheth," said the king, "he shall eat at my table like one of the king's sons." 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Micha. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants of Mephibosheth.
   "…he shall eat at my table like one of the king's sons."   Picture what life would be like in the years to come at the supper table with David.  The meal is fixed and the dinner bell rings and along come the members of the family and their guests.  Amnon, clever and witty, comes to the table first.  Then there’s Joab, one of the guests – muscular, masculine, attractive, his skin bronzed from the sun, walking tall and erect like an experienced soldier.  Next comes Absalom.  Talk about handsome!  From the crown of his head to the soles of his feet there is not a blemish on him.  Then there is Tamar – beautiful, tender daughter of David.  And, later on, one could add Solomon as well.  He’s been in the study all day, but he finally slips away from his work and makes his way to the table.
   But then they hear this clump, clump, clump, clump, and here comes Mephibosheth, hobbling along.  He smiles and humbly joins the others as he takes his place at the table as one of the king’s sons.  And the tablecloth of grace covers his feet.  Oh, what a scene!  Charles Swindoll
   Mephibosheth eats not as an alien or stranger, but as a member of the royal family.  Not only was he sumptuously fed, but highly honored: a place in the king’s own palace was now his, and that, not as a servant, but as a son.  How this makes us think of "Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God" (1 John 3:1)!  O what a marvelous place does divine grace give unto those that are the objects of it: all believers stand accepted as the children of God, the subjects of His everlasting favor.  
   For Jonathan’s sake, Mephibosheth now gained more than he had previously lost.  So through Christ the believer obtains far more than he lost in Adam.  Where sin abounds, grace does much more abound. "That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 5:21).  Under the king’s table the crippled feet of Mephibosheth were lost to sight; so too, in Christ all our deformities are hidden!  Arthur W. Pink

 II Samuel 9:13  So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king's table. And he was lame in both his feet.

   …Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king's table.  David and Mephibosheth must have spent many dinners speaking of the one they both loved.  Their favorite subject was surely the beloved Jonathan: friend to one, father to the other.  Can you imagine the stories David told Mephibosheth about Jonathan that Mephibosheth had never heard?  Mephibosheth listened, awed by the love this great king had for his father despite his grandfather’s unwarranted jealousy.  As David spoke of his dear faithful friend, tears may have streamed down the face of this tender psalmist.  When we gather with the family of God do we speak of the One who is loved most by each of us – the Lord Jesus Christ? 

   …Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem…  No longer hiding in fear of the king, this descendant of Saul could openly live among the people of God.
   …he ate continually at the king's table.  No longer in poverty and estranged from the king, Mephibosheth then had great privilege before the king.  We later learn that he grew to love David as his father had loved him.  Although God removed his earthly father in an untimely death, God replaced that void with the love of the great King David.
   Mephibosheth came to know and appreciate the love and kindness of the king who sought and found him.  In the same way, we can come to know and experience the love and compassion of the King who came to “seek and to save” us when we “were lost” (Luke 19:10).
   …he was lame in both his feet.  Although Mephibosheth’s life was far better, he was still lame.  His weakness did not disappear, as ours often does not when we become Christians.
   David’s grace to Mephibosheth is a wonderful picture of God’s grace to us.  In this sense, we are Mephibosheth.

 

•        We are hiding, poor, weak, lame, and fearful before our King comes to us.

•        We are separated from our King because of our wicked ancestors.

•        We are separated from our King because of our deliberate actions.

•        We separated ourselves from the King because we didn't know him or His love for us.

•        Our King sought us before we sought Him.

•        The King's kindness is extended to us for the sake of another.

•        The King's kindness is based on a covenant.

•        We must receive the King's kindness in humility.

•        The King not only returns to us what we lost, but gives us much more.
•        We have the privilege of eating at the King's table.

•        We are received as sons at the King's table, with access to and fellowship with the King.

•        We receive servants from the King (angels are ministering servants for the saints).

•        The King's honor does not immediately take away all our weakness and lameness, but it gives us a favor and standing that overcomes its sting and changes the way we think about ourselves.

 

   David's grace to Mephibosheth is also a pattern for us in serving and ministering to others.  In this sense, we are David.

 

•        We should seek out our enemies to bless them.

•        We should look for the poor, weak, lame, and hidden to bless them.

•        We should bless others when they don't deserve it, and bless them more than they deserve.

•        We should bless others for the sake of someone else (Jesus).

•        We are to show the kindness (grace) of God to others.  
  

   Grace is the opposite of justice. Justice gives to each his exact due: it shows no favor and knows no mercy.  It gives impartially to all precisely the wages which they have earned.  But grace is free favor, unwarranted and unmerited by its recipients.  Grace is the very last thing to which rebellious sinners are entitled; to talk of deserving grace is a contradiction in terms.  Grace is purely a matter of charity, exercised sovereignly and spontaneously, attracted by nothing praiseworthy in its object.  Divine grace is the free favor of God in the bestowment of mercies and blessings upon those who have no good in them, and concerning those from whom no compensation is demanded.  Much more: divine grace is not only shown to those who have no merit, but to those who are full of demerit.  Grace is not only bestowed upon the ill-deserving, but the hell-deserving.  Arthur W. Pink
   The very expression "the grace of God" implies and denotes that the sinner’s condition is desperate to the last degree and that God could justly leave him to perish.  It is a wonder of wonders that the sinner is not already in hell.  Grace is a divine provision for those who are so depraved they cannot change their own nature, so averse from God they will not turn to Him, so blind they can neither see their malady nor the remedy, so dead spiritually that God must bring them out of their graves on to resurrection ground if ever they are to walk in newness of life.  Grace is the sinner’s last and only hope; if he is not saved by grace, he will never be saved at all.  Arthur W. Pink

   The love and mercy which King David showed to poor crippled Mephibosheth went far beyond the call of duty.  There was nothing that required David to take care of Mephibosheth to the degree to which he did.  David had only promised Jonathan to not kill his descendents.  However, because of his great love for Jonathan, David reached out with an abundance of grace. 
   What a beautiful illustration of the abundant grace with God chooses to pour out upon us.  May we fall humbly at His feet, feed at His table and learn to love Him exceedingly!
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