DAVID II    LESSON 1 – FROM DEFEAT TO VICTORY

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 28:1-25; 29:1-30:19

Memory Verse: II Timothy 1:7


For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  

Motions to Memory Verse:

For God – Point up.
has not given us – Shake head “no” and make safe hand motion as used us baseball.
a spirit – Start with hands at waist, fingers pointed downward.  Bring hands up to shoulders as wiggle fingers.

of fear – Shelter face with hands and face to side as if fearful.
but of power – Flex muscles.

and of love – Hands across chest hugging self. 

and of a sound mind. – Knock on top side of head lightly with knuckles. 
I Samuel 28:1-19
   When the people found out about David's situation, everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them (1 Samuel 22:2).  Thus David, as an outlaw, amassed his own personal army.
   I Samuel 28:1 Now it happened in those days that the Philistines gathered their armies together for war, to fight with Israel. And Achish said to David, "You assuredly know that you will go out with me to battle, you and your men."

2 So David said to Achish, "Surely you know what your servant can do."

And Achish said to David, "Therefore I will make you one of my chief guardians forever."
   David, overcome by depression and the fear of Saul, sought refuge among the Philistines.  Most Bible commentators believe David showed a lack of dependence upon the Lord when he fled to Ziklag.  Others feel that Saul had become familiar with all of David’s hiding places.  The presence of Saul’s troops searching for him continually made staying in the land all but impossible.  David and his men may have reasoned that Ziklag was really a Hebrew city even though it was under the control of the Philistines.  
   David and his men stayed in the land of the Philistines for only sixteen months.  While there, David was able to organize troops, which would have been almost impossible if he’d stayed within Israel.  Ziklag became a refuge for the oppressed and discontent who increased in number under Saul’s reign (I Chronicles 12:1-22).  Before long, his troops of six hundred swelled to a great throng “like the army of God” (I Chronicles 12:22).  David not only organized an army which he was soon going to need, but he was able also to infuse into his men a spirit of discipline.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   Now it happened in those days that the Philistines gathered their armies together for war, to fight with Israel.  For days, Saul and his men must have watched fearfully as more and more Philistine troops gathered for battle.  Five major cities gathered with their troops against the Israelites. 
I Samuel 28:3 Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented for him and buried him in Ramah, in his own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the spiritists out of the land.

4 Then the Philistines gathered together, and came and encamped at Shunem. So Saul gathered all Israel together, and they encamped at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly.

   …Samuel had died… Samuel’s death was originally reported in 1 Samuel 25:1.  This fact is mentioned once again to emphasize the spiritual vacuum left by his death.

   …Saul had put the mediums and the spiritists out of the land.  To his credit, Saul obeyed the commands in the Mosaic Law to cast out those who practiced occultic arts. 

   “There shall not be found among you any one that makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that use divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. Thou shall be perfect with the LORD thy God. For these nations, which thou shall possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do." Deuteronomy 18:10-14 (See also Lev. 19:31, 20:6, 27)

   Things such as tarot cards, palm readers, horoscopes and Ouija Boards are modern attempts to practice forms of spiritism.  Christians should have nothing to do with these dangerous links to the demonic.  David Guzik
   Witches, wizards, and sorcerers are of Satan.  Rather than seek entertainment from these evil characters, we have been commanded to separate ourselves from them and expose them for the workers of iniquity that they really are.  "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11).  No fellowship!  It's a sin to read their books or watch their movies.  In the Bible, God's people hated witchcraft so much that they burned books containing this evil (Acts 19:18-20), yet today we have people entertaining themselves with it.  David said, "I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me" (Psalm 101:3).  Friend, don't comfort yourself with the idea that it's okay to look at witchcraft as long as you don't practice it.  No wicked thing should be set before your eyes, and no wicked thought should enter your heart (Matthew 5:28; II Corinthians 10:5).  God is holy, and He will hold all men accountable to His holy, infallible words.   Pastor John Hamby
   Satan does not know the future.  He can guess right sometimes because he knows our weaknesses, but it is only a guess.  Only God knows the future.  God will reveal His will to all who seek Him in sincerity and truth.  He lights our path as we take each step.  There is a song “One Step at a Time, that is the way the Lord will lead you.”  He lights our path as we take each step.   When we want to know more, we become like Eve in the garden, wanting to be like God.
   When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly.   The Philistines were a mighty force to be reckoned with.  Saul’s army was no match for them, but the God of Israel was!  Unfortunately, Saul had turned his back on God many years before.  Long before when Saul still walked in the Spirit, he was a man of great courage.  He had bravely faced the Philistines and won.  Now, without the Lord “he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly.”  Fighting without God on his side was entirely different.  He was justifiably scared
I Samuel 28: 6 And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets.
   …when Saul inquired of the Lord… Saul was in a terrible place. The Philistines were threatening Israel; Saul’s courage had failed him.  Saul hoped that God would speak to him but God was silent.  

   I & II Kings and I & II Samuel were written from a historical viewpoint.  I & II Chronicles record the same stories but from the priestly viewpoint, in other words from God’s point of view.  

13 So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the LORD, because he did not keep the word of the LORD, and also because he consulted a medium for guidance. 14 But he did not inquire of the LORD; therefore He killed him, and turned the kingdom over to David the son of Jesse. 1 Chron 10:13-14
   But he did not inquire of the LORD…  I Chronicles notes that Saul really didn’t ask the Lord.  Some people will say “I prayed about that,” but they really didn’t.  We can’t tell.  Some people want to know God's will, but they only intend to do it if it agrees with their will.  They have no intention of following God.  They say they do, but God who sees their hearts know they do not.
   …the Lord did not answer him…  Why was God silent towards Saul?  Won’t God answer everyone who seeks Him?  Not always!  Not when a man has rejected and is currently rejecting God’s previously revealed will.  Saul was not committed to doing the will of God.  God will not make known His will just to give us an option: “Am I going to do that or not?”  As we follow what we know, God further discloses His will to us.   Saul was not seeking to know God’s will so that he could do it!
   Furthermore, God is always open to cries of repentance.  Saul is an example of one who has gone his own way for many years and ignored the will of the Lord.  Then, when in trouble, he wanted immediate answers from the One he had ignored.  Each time that Saul did not get an answer, his fear increased and he became more desperate.   But in all of this, Saul neither repented, confessed his sin, nor turned his heart wholly to the Lord.

   …by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. In those days there were several ways that the Lord would speak to people:  

· Through dreams – Jacob, Joseph, Nebuchadnezzar, Pharaoh, the butler and the baker, Solomon  

· By the Urim – They were stones on the breastplate of the priest.  No one today knows for sure how it worked.   Some think if the answer were yes, the stones shown brighter, if no then the stones became dimmer.

· By the prophets – Samuel was dead but there were other prophets.

I Samuel 28:7 Then Saul said to his servants, "Find me a woman who is a medium that I may go to her and inquire of her."

And his servants said to him, "In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor."

  "In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor."   Instead of dissuading Saul from this wicked and destructive practice, which they (his servants) should and would have done if they had either loved God or their king, they furthered Saul in it.  Matthew Poole

   Traditionally, this woman is known as the Witch of Endor.  It may be appropriate to call her a witch, but it is more accurate to call her a “medium” or a necromancer – one who makes contact with the dead.  The Hebrew word for “medium” is owb, and it has the idea of “mumbling” or speaking with a strange, hollow sound – as if one were “channeling,” with a dead person speaking through them.  The Hebrew word has in mind the sound the channel makes as they speak.  The English word “medium” has in mind the concept of a channel – they supposedly stand in-between the world of the living and the dead, and communicate between the two worlds.  David Guzik
I Samuel 28:8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, "Please conduct a séance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall name to you."

9 Then the woman said to him, "Look, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the spiritists from the land. Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?"

10 And Saul swore to her by the Lord, saying, "As the Lord lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing."

   Saul disguised himself … Can you disguise yourself so that the Lord will not recognize you?  Of course not!  God wants you to live a transparent life.  He wants all we do to be completely open to inspection. We should do nothing that we would not want all to see.

   …and he went… by night. Saul knew he was doing wrong because he went at night.  A lot of crime is committed at night because people don’t want others to see them doing wrong.  The Bible says “men love darkness rather than  light because their deeds are evil” (John3:19) .  
   As Saul sought the medium, he brought upon himself a curse.  “And the person who turns after mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself with them, I will set My face against that person and cut him off from his people.” (Leviticus 20:6).
   In Saul’s case, the curse came to fruition the very next day. “So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the Lord, because he did not keep the word of the LORD, and also because he consulted a medium for guidance” (I Chronicles 10:13).  According to the Biblical writer, Saul did not die because the Philistine army was too strong for the Israelite army but because of his unfaithfulness to God by not waiting for Samuel to offer the sacrifice, by not totally destroying the Amalekites, and by consulting a medium for advice. 
   Why then do you lay a snare for my life…  The Medium said, 'This is a trap.'  She was afraid of Saul.  She should have been afraid of God.  She lived in Israel; she knew God’s word.  God is the ultimate authority on what we should or should not do, not a king.

   “….bring up the one I shall name for you.”  Saul was like a man going to Satan to hear the will of God.  This shows the depth of Saul’s fall, and how it had affected his mind.  He obviously wasn’t thinking clearly.  Once we reject truth, we are likely to fall for even the most foolish deception.

  …Saul swore to her by the Lord…"As the Lord lives”  Saul’s oath in the name of the Lord reminds us that spiritual jargon means nothing.  As certainly “as the Lord lives,” Saul was in complete disobedience and darkness!  This is the last time Saul used the name of the Lord.  He used it to swear to a medium that she would not be punished, which was hardly in line with God’s Word!  David Guzik
   Saul wasn’t going to punish her, but God would.  So this was a false promise.  People will say to you, “I promise you, nothing will happen to you” when they have no power.  Don’t believe them.
I Samuel 28:11 Then the woman said, "Whom shall I bring up for you?"

And he said, "Bring up Samuel for me."

12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman spoke to Saul, saying, "Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!"
13 And the king said to her, "Do not be afraid. What did you see?"

And the woman said to Saul, "I saw a spirit ascending out of the earth."

14 So he said to her, "What is his form?"
And she said, "An old man is coming up, and he is covered with a mantle." And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down.

   “Bring up Samuel for me.”  Saul asked the medium to channel the deceased prophet Samuel. It was from Samuel that Saul had most clearly heard the word of the Lord – and that was what he wanted now, a true word from the Lord.  If Saul had been thinking, he would have realized that Samuel would have been the last person to approve of his present actions.
   When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice.  Why was the medium so shocked?  Probably she was a fraud, and most of her dealings with the spirit realm were mere tricks.  Now, Samuel really appeared from the world beyond, and she was utterly flabbergasted to have a real encounter with the spirit realm.  David Guzik
   Baldwin says the medium may have been familiar with the presence of demonic spirits; it was the presence of the Holy Spirit with which she was completely unfamiliar. 
   “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!” Somehow the medium knew that she was practicing her craft before the very king who had driven all the mediums and spiritists from Israel.  She had reason to be afraid, both of the spiritual presence she saw and the king who sat beside her.

   How did the medium know that the man was King Saul?  We are not told.  It might have been something that Samuel said when he first appeared.  It might have been a word of supernatural knowledge, communicated to her either from God or from the world of the demonic.

   And the king said to her, " What did you see?"… "What is his form?"   Evidently Saul did not see what the woman saw.  It would seem that Samuel was only visible to the medium.
   …Saul perceived that it was Samuel…  See commentary below.
   …Saul … stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down. Even though Saul had rejected God, he still bowed to the ground when he saw Samuel.  Remember Saul was king, people were supposed to bow to him, but he bowed himself before Samuel.

“Did Samuel really come back from the dead and communicate with Saul?”

(I omitted all names of commentators so as not to influence one’s thoughts.)

Some believe that this was a demonic impersonation of Samuel. 

   Since God was not speaking to Saul in any of the acceptable ways, why would He speak to him through a way that was clearly an abomination to Him?  The Word of God absolutely condemns this sort of thing, and God had judged nations in the past because of it.  He even put His own people out of the land for turning from Him to these different abominations.  In II Thessalonians 2:9 Paul says, “The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs and lying wonders.”  

   We must not forget the only other reference to this event:  “So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the Lord, because he did not keep the word of the LORD, and also because he consulted a medium for guidance” (I Chronicles 10:13).  God condemned Saul for doing this.  We must also point out that in this reference it does not say that Saul actually consulted Samuel; rather, it says, “he consulted a medium.”   

   Those on this side would also have us note that all that was said by Samuel had been said before.  Certainly Saul did not gain any comfort, any direction, or any new information from his excursion into the spirit world – except that he was going to die tomorrow. That would be like telling a young man, “You are going to get a job and get married.”  Unless God fought for Israel against the Philistines, there was no way they could have won.  All the evidence indicated that Saul would die in this battle.  One would not have to know the future to know this.

   One commentator writes, “In Scripture, only Christ ever communicated with the dead as He alone can speak to the dead.  This man Saul had been abandoned by God.  As far as he was concerned, heaven was silent. So, Saul turned to hell.  I believe this was an impersonation by a false spirit rather than Samuel who appeared.  God no longer spoke to Saul. Worse still, Saul no longer spoke to God.  The dead cannot communicate with the living.  This was satanic from beginning to end.”

Some believe that this was a genuine (but strange) appearance of Samuel. 

   This is supported by the reaction of the medium who got more than she bargained for.  As one commentator suggested, “The woman had expected her “familiar spirit” to appear.  When she saw a different figure arising from out of the earth, she shrieked in alarm.  It was not her “familiar spirit” who would imitate the voice of the departed, but the real appearance of the old prophet.  The account says, “When she saw Samuel.” God had evidently intervened by setting aside the normal approach of the medium.  In allowing Samuel to come in spirit, He was demonstrating His sovereignty even over the realm of the dead.”

   This side is also supported by the truth of the words that Samuel said.  The text doesn’t say, “The medium said,” it says, “Samuel said.”  Some may say that it is impossible for Samuel to come from the ‘world beyond’ back to this world.  But Moses and Elijah came from the ‘world beyond’ back to this world when they appeared with Jesus at the Transfiguration.

   One commentator makes the point, “I believe that the woman of En Dor had no power over Samuel; and that no incantation can avail over any departed saint of God, nor indeed over any human disembodied spirit.” Samuel really came, but not because the medium called for him.  Samuel appeared because God had a special purpose for it.

   What was God’s purpose in sending such a strange appearance of Samuel?  Someone has said this appearance of Samuel accomplished two things: it re-confirmed the coming judgment upon King Saul in a dramatic way, and it taught the medium a powerful lesson about the dangers of her occultic craft.  (But if God wanted to speak to Saul, why didn’t He use acceptable means?  And regarding the medium, she had God’s Word.)

    One author wrote, “I believe Samuel actually did appear to Saul; and that he was sent by the special mercy of God to warn this infatuated king of his approaching death, that he might have an opportunity to make his peace with his Maker.”  (Again, why not use acceptable means?)

   Whether it was really Samuel who appeared to Saul or whether it was an evil spirit, Saul was judged severely for consulting the medium.  The end did not justify the means!

I Samuel 28:15 Now Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?"

And Saul answered, "I am deeply distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should do."

16 Then Samuel said: "So why do you ask me, seeing the Lord has departed from you and has become your enemy? 17 And the Lord has done for Himself as He spoke by me. For the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David. 18 Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day. 

   …God has departed from me… God never departs from a man until the man has departed from Him. Then, in the interest of righteousness, God is against that man. G. Campbell Morgan
 

   “…what I should do?” Saul was asking for guidance when his course of action was obvious: he had to fight the Philistines. What he really wanted was reassurance that all would be well and that he would win the battle.” Baldwin
 

   “…why do you ask me, seeing the Lord has departed from you and has become your enemy?”  Samuel was on the Lord’s side.  If the Lord wouldn’t tell Saul what he wanted, why did Saul think that Samuel would?
   “As He spoke by me . . . the voice of the Lord…”  Samuel confirmed what Saul already knew.  The message of the Lord to Saul was consistent; no matter which strange way God chose to bring the message.   

   The test for any “spirit encounter” or “angelic revelation” is its faithfulness to the Biblical message. It doesn’t matter what kind of impressive encounter one has with a spiritual being; even if “an angel from heaven (or Samuel himself!) preach any other gospel to you . . . let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8). 

   “For the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David.”  Samuel is reminding Saul that he is where he is today because he did not obey the Lord.  Saul couldn’t blame God.  He had not obeyed the Lord nor had he repented.  When his disobedience was pointed out, he neither agreed with God that he had sinned nor turned from his sin.

   Thus, God’s word to Saul did not change from the time He first said it (1 Samuel 15:28-29) until the time it was fulfilled.  Perhaps Saul thought that time would change God’s mind; but time never changes God’s mind.  Our repentance and genuine brokenness may change God’s mind, but time never does.  David Guzik
 
I Samuel 28:19 Moreover the Lord will also deliver Israel with you into the hand of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. The Lord will also deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the Philistines."

   “…tomorrow you and your sons … will be with me.”  What did Samuel mean when he said tomorrow you and your sons will be with me?  He meant that Saul and three of his sons, whom he loved dearly, would be dead; they would die in battle on the next day.  When you are a parent, it is one thing for you to die; it is quite another to see your children die before your eyes because of your sins.  

   “The Lord will deliver … Israel into the hand of the Philistine…” Samuel did not go easy on Saul.  We cannot disobey God our entire lives and expect that God's judgment will be pleasant.  Saul had asked, “What should I do.”  Samuel never told him what to do.  It was too late to do anything.  God’s judgment was already set in motion and would not only fall upon Saul, but also upon his sons and the people around him.   

   Can any person read this, properly considering the situation of this unfortunate monarch, the triumph of the enemies of God, and the speedy ruin in which the godly Jonathan is about to be involved, without feeling the keenest anguish of heart?  Adam Clarke
 

I Samuel 28:20 Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, and was dreadfully afraid because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day or all night.

   And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day or all night.  Because of his fear, Saul had not eaten that day.  He had then traveled about 19 miles to the medium, heard from Samuel this terrible news; therefore, there was no strength in him.

21 And the woman came to Saul and saw that he was severely troubled, and said to him, "Look, your maidservant has obeyed your voice, and I have put my life in my hands and heeded the words which you spoke to me. 22 Now therefore, please, heed also the voice of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of bread before you; and eat, that you may have strength when you go on your way."

23 But he refused and said, "I will not eat."

So his servants, together with the woman, urged him; and he heeded their voice. Then he arose from the ground and sat on the bed. 24 Now the woman had a fatted calf in the house, and she hastened to kill it. And she took flour and kneaded it, and baked unleavened bread from it. 25 So she brought it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they rose and went away that night.

   …the woman came to Saul and saw that he was severely troubled…  It’s a sad note when a practitioner of the occult is comforting the King of Israel.  But they were two of the same kind; each lived in rebellion to God, and each was under judgment from the Lord.
   Now the woman had a fatted calf in the house, and she hastened to kill it.  There was no such thing as a McDonald’s drive in those days.  She had to kill the calf, skin it, take its insides out, and then cook it.

   Then he rose and went away that night.  Saul left this strange encounter resigned to his fate.
   We all must make important choices.  And some choices that seem to be insignificant now may have far-reaching consequences that only become apparent later.  We need to seek the Lord’s will in all situations and remember that pride, selfishness, arrogance, and greed place us outside the realm of God’s guidance; it is the humble whom He leads in His way (Psalm 25:9).  Dr. Cyril J.  Barber
   The end of Saul was a catastrophe.  He crashed against the rocks of his own disobedient life and sank into the dark waters of sin.  He was a disgrace to himself by his ignominious death; to his family whom he failed to protect; to his country which he betrayed and brought to defeat; and to his God Whom he ignored and dishonored.  What a colossal failure and a grim testimony of neglected warning signs that led to the ship​wreck of a very promising life!  Unknown Source
I Samuel 31 :1-9

I Samuel 31:1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul and his sons. And the Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons. 3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers hit him, and he was severely wounded by the archers.

   Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul and his sons.   Saul may have entered the battle determined to fight his hardest.  He knew the consequences would be grave and, no doubt, did all he could to prevent the outcome.
   And the Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons.  For Saul to see his three sons killed that day on the battlefield would be an enormous heartache.  Moreover, to know that it was his failure to follow the Lord that tore the kingdom out of Jonathan’s hands and caused this great suffering to come upon him and his household would be close to unbearable.
   …archers hit him, and he was severely wounded…  King Saul was struck by an arrow which wounded him severely.  God had spoken and there as no escaping death.
4 Then Saul said to his armorbearer, "Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse me."

But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell on it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword, and died with him. 6 So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his men died together that same day.
   “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and abuse me."  Saul did not want the Philistines to find him, then laugh and torture him before they killed him.

   But his armorbearer would not, for he was greatly afraid.  David would not life his hand against the Lord’s anointed.  The armorbearer feared to kill Saul even thought it looked as if Saul were going to die.  We are not to take the life of anyone no matter how sever their condition may appear to us or even if they ask us to relieve their suffering.  That is God’s job, not man’s. 
   …Saul took a sword and fell on it.  It is never God’s will for us to take our own lives.  We are to place ourselves in the hands of God.  

   In the beginning, Saul took just little steps away from the Lord.  Because he refused to humbly bow before the Lord, confess his sin and obey, his life spun out of control.

7 And when the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley, and those who were on the other side of the Jordan, saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 8 So it happened the next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa.
    … men of Israel …fled and that Saul and his sons were dead…When the Israelites saw that King Saul was dead they fled.  Had Saul lived a little longer, the Israelites may had the courage to fight on and been able to save their cities.  Our lives have a purpose even when it is not evident to us.
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