DAVID II    LESSON 5 –DAVID IS DECEIVED BY HIS SON
(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

II Samuel 14:25-26; 15:1-37; 17:1-14,16; 18:5-15, 24-33; 19:1-14
Memory Verse:   II Corinthians 8:21
Providing honorable  things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of man.
Motions to Memory Verse:

Providing – Bring hands out in front of you, in a circle (starting at your stomach and ending with hands together like you're holding something out and giving it to someone).
honorable things – Bow down with hands together, like you're praying.
not only – Shake head and finger "no."
in the sight – Put both index fingers beneath corresponding eyes.

of the Lord – Point up toward God.

but also in the sight – Put both index fingers beneath corresponding eyes.

of man – Point outward to kids.  Scan the room back and forth.

2 Corinthians 8:21 – Hold hands open like you're reading from the Bible.
II Samuel 14:25-26
  II Samuel 14:25 Now in all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks. From the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 
   …in all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks.  Absalom was also a man of political destiny. He was the third son of David (2 Samuel 3:2-5). The firstborn Amnon was dead, and we hear nothing more of Chileab, the second born. It is likely that Absalom was assumed to be the crown prince, next in line for the throne.  David Guzik
 

   David had built himself a beautiful home.  David’s children, no doubt, grew up with every material possession available at that time.  However, many feel that David was too busy with the affairs of the nation to impart his love for the Lord to his own children.  The only description the Bible gives of Absalom is that he was a very handsome man and in all Israel was not his equal for beauty.  Absalom would have been on the cover of every magazine, his face would have adorned the billboards.  He was most certainly the subject of many conversations – for “no one was praised as much as he for his good looks.”  He was much like a celebrity of today.   

   Though Absalom was the son of a godly father, we read nothing of his love for the Lord nor his wisdom nor kindness.  In fact, he, like others of David’s sons, appeared to be self indulgent and spoiled.   
II Samuel 14:26 And when he cut the hair of his head – at the end of every year he cut it because it was heavy on him – when he cut it, he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels according to the king's standard.
   …hair of his head…  Whether it was the length, or color, or extraordinary softness, something about Absalom’s hair made it an asset to him.  He would wait until his hair became a burden, “it was heavy on him,” before cutting it once a year.  People have not changed as some today will wear unsuitable and/or uncomfortable clothes for the sake of fashion.  
   When Absalom would cut his long, luxurious hair each year, he would weigh it to show off how superior it was to others.  It weighed 200 shekels, which some figure to be about three pounds and two ounces.  Bishop Patrick thinks it is not at all incredible that it should weigh so much with the oil and powder, especially if powdered with gold-dust (as Josephus says the fashion was then).  Absalom was extremely proud of his long hair.  It was the object of his pride.  
II Samuel 15:1-37

   II Samuel 15:1  After this it happened that Absalom provided himself with chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him.  

   … chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him.  The kings of Israel were strictly commanded by God not to multiply horses.  However, Absalom had learned from his grandfather, the king of Geshur, to multiply horses, which made him look much more exciting than his father who rode on a mule (as kings did in Israel).  The people had desired a king like the nations around them.   Handsome Absalom, appearing in pomp and majesty, was just the thing of which Israel had been dreaming since Saul’s days.  Fifty footmen running before Absalom highly gratified his pride and the people's foolish fancy.  Samuel had foretold that this would be the manner of the king: “He shall have chariots and horsemen, and some shall run before his chariots” (1 Samuel 8:11); but the people didn’t heed God’s warning.  They loved seeing Absalom in all his beauty.

   David should have stopped his son from showing off.  Pride has destroyed so many people.  Children can be ruined by pride.  The haughty look is to be dealt with quickly and swiftly in children.   As adults, we must examine our own attitudes and put off all seeds of pridefulness for God is against the proud (James 1:6; I Peter 5:5).  

II Samuel 15:2  Now Absalom would rise early and stand beside the way to the gate. So it was, whenever anyone who had a lawsuit came to the king for a decision, that Absalom would call to him and say, "What city are you from?" And he would say, "Your servant is from such and such a tribe of Israel." 3 Then Absalom would say to him, "Look, your case is good and right; but there is no deputy of the king to hear you."
   "What city are you from?" Absalom began a vigorous campaign to win the loyalty of the nation.  He would meet people at the gate – the court of ancient Israel – find out their native city; feign interest in their cause, and hope that they would return home to become an ambassador for him.  
   "Look, your case is good and right…”  An honest judge hears both sides of a complaint and then stands for right.  Absalom told everyone he heard that they were right.  Not everyone who has a complaint is right.  Absalom was not judging righteously; he was flattering.  We should learn to honestly encourage others, but not to flatter.  Flattery, a form of lying, is spoken with the intent to cause others to like us.  Flattery is all about us; it is selfishness.  That was what Absalom was doing.  He was using flattery to steal the hearts of the people from his father.  He did not care about the people; he only cared about being king.

   “…but there is no deputy of the king to hear you." That was not true.  There were places people could go and obtain justice under David.  In the previous chapter, a widow sought justice concerning one of her sons and was able to see King David himself.  Absalom was not helping his father rule the nation; he was destroying the people’s confidence in their good king.  David had no idea that his own son was undermining his authority.
II Samuel 15:4 Moreover Absalom would say, "Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice." 
   "Oh, that I were made judge in the land…”   We do not read that Absalom carefully studied the law of God so that his judgments would be righteous.  Nothing is recorded of Absalom being a good judge or that he loved justice, or that he was full of wisdom or discernment.  Due to his prideful heart, he wanted to be king.  
II Samuel 15:5 And so it was, whenever anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would put out his hand and take him and kiss him. 6 In this manner Absalom acted toward all Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.
   …he would put out his hand and take him and kiss him.  Not only did Absalom lie to everyone through flattery, he pretended he was just ‘one of them’ by not allowing anyone to bow to him.  He was pretending to be humble, but he wasn’t.  Everything Absalom did was deceitful.  He didn’t want to be on an equal level with the people.  He wanted to be their king.  He had a proud heart.  He was able, handsome, and shrewd.  He was a charismatic leader.  Modern politicians who kiss babies to endear themselves to the people had nothing over Absalom for he, too, used kissing to his advantage.
   Absalom had grown up to be a self-seeking, wicked man.  He was not content with the honor of being the king's son.  He wanted to be king even if it meant killing his godly father.  

    So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.   Absalom was a skillful politician.  His calculated and cunning campaign to steal the kingdom worked.  He became more popular and more trusted than his father.  David was Israel's greatest king – but Israel became dissatisfied with him and let a wicked, amoral man steal their hearts.  Alan Redpath
David Guzik summarized Absalom’s ingenious rise to power:
· He carefully cultivated an exciting, enticing image (chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him)

· He worked hard (Absalom would rise early)

· He knew where to position himself (beside the way to the gate)

· He looked for troubled people (anyone who had a lawsuit)

· He reached out to troubled people (Absalom would call to him)

· He took a personal interest in the troubled person (What city are you from?)

· He sympathized with the person (your case is good and right)

· He left the troubled person more troubled (no deputy of the king to hear you)
· Without directly attacking David, Absalom promised to do better (Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice.) 
   Absalom's subversive method of weakening and dividing David's kingdom was so clever that if someone objected to his schemes, he could simply say, "Tell me one specific thing that I have said or done."  Absalom could assert, "I'm helping David to deal with discontent" while, in fact, he was promoting discontent.  David Guzik
   Absalom was the most handsome person in all Israel: he had money, he lived a life of ease, he had the respect of the people, but he was not content with what God had given to him.  He wanted more and he was not willing to wait on God for it.  His father, from the time Samuel first anointed him as heir to the throne, had waited 20 years to be king.  David refused to be pushy.  When we want something, are we as David or as Absalom?  Do we patiently wait upon God for His will and His timing or do we resort to scheming and conniving?  

II Samuel 15:7 Now it came to pass after forty years that Absalom said to the king, "Please, let me go to Hebron and pay the vow which I made to the Lord. 8 For your servant took a vow while I dwelt at Geshur in Syria, saying, 'If the Lord indeed brings me back to Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord.'"

9 And the king said to him, "Go in peace." So he arose and went to Hebron.

   Now it came to pass…  Absalom felt the time was right to put his plan into action.  He had been planning, dreaming, scheming of this day for years.   

   …let me go to Hebron and pay the vow which I made to the Lord…  Absalom was about to commit treason under the guise of worship.  He knew that the appearance of spirituality would work in his favor.  However, it is possible that Absalom did all this while feeling spiritual and in God's will.  Men in Absalom's place often deceive themselves.  They reason:  "Lord, You know we need new leadership.  Thank you for raising me up for such a time as this.  Guide me and bless me, Oh Lord, as I endeavor to do what is best for Your people." 

 

  Divisive people almost never see themselves as divisive.  They see themselves as crusaders for God's righteous cause and often believe or hope God's hand is upon them.  For this reason they cause much confusion and divide even the elect.  There is an element of sincerity about them which deceive many; yet, they are not doing God’s work God’s way.  David Guzik
 

   “Go in peace.”  King David had no reason to believe that Absalom was lying.  The king was probably overjoyed to hear that his son was following the Lord.
   There are teens today I know that will lie to their parents in the very same way.  They will say they are going to church, but then go out with friends.  They may also show up at church for 10 minutes, then leave and say, “But I did go to church!”
II Samuel 15:10 Then Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, "As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then you shall say, 'Absalom reigns in Hebron!'" 
   “Absalom reigns in Hebron.”  This was a lie.  Absalom didn’t reign in Hebron.  The truth was: Absalom was going to try and take the throne from his father – but he wasn’t reigning yet.  The proclamation was worded to deceive the people into believing that either King David had resigned or was dead and Absalom was the new legitimate king.  Many would come over to Absalom’s side thinking everything was as it should be; whereas, if they had known the truth, they would have had nothing to do with this treason.  
II Samuel 15:11 And with Absalom went two hundred men invited from Jerusalem, and they went along innocently and did not know anything.
   …they went along innocently and did not know anything.  Again, Absalom was dishonest.  He invited 200 men who were loyal subjects of King David.  Absalom wanted the common people to think that many of David’s most faithful men had deserted over to Absalom.  However, these men went to Hebron with Absalom assuming it was going to be a big celebration.  They may even have felt honored to be invited by the king’s son.  They had no clue what Absalom’s plans were.  They did not know that this trip was politically motivated and they were being used.  
II Samuel 15:12 Then Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counselor, from his city – from Giloh –while he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy grew strong, for the people with Absalom continually increased in number.
   …Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counselor…   As a counselor, there was none like Ahithophel.  “Now the advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if one had inquired at the oracle of God. So was all the advice of Ahithophel both with David and with Absalom” (2 Samuel 16:23).  He was so wise; it was almost as if God spoke through him.  

   Ahithophel had been David’s counselor.  It was of Ahithophel that David wrote in Psalm 55.  “For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have born it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I could have hid myself from him: but it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance.  We took sweet counsel together, and walked into the house of God in company.”
   Ahithophel was quite possibly David’s closest friend.  They talked over spiritual problems, victories, and defeats.  They discussed matters of state and went to the house of God together to inquire of the Lord as to which way they should govern the nation.  Why would his dear friend turn against him? 

   Ahithophel's granddaughter was Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:3 and 23:34) against whom David had so grievously sinned.  Furthermore, Ahithophel’s son was a friend and comrade of Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband.  David’s sin was such that Ahithophel could not forget it.  He was deeply hurt.  He chose to turn against David when this opportunity presented itself.   
   Humanly speaking, Ahithophel had reason to be angry with David.  Apparently David’s genuine repentance and broken-heartedness had no effect on Ahithophel’s attitude.  Because Ahithophel did not leave vengeance in the hands of the Lord it led to his ruin rather than David’s.  Theodore Epp 
 

   …while he [Absalom] offered sacrifices.  Absalom may have been offering sacrifices but his heart was in open rebellion against God.  
 

   And the conspiracy grew strong…  Once some started to desert to Absalom's side, others were encouraged to come.  Momentum was building.  There are some who look only for what seems to be popular rather than for what is right.  
II Samuel 15:13  Now a messenger came to David, saying, "The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom."

   "The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom."  We are not told if this messenger was part of Absalom’s plan or not, but it was a very effective strategy to destroy the morale of David’s supporters.
   Although Absalom had been planning this for years, this was the first David knew of it.  David must have been shocked; the son that he loved so dearly was usurping the throne.  As Absalom, many children are extremely ungrateful toward their parents.  They neither listen to them, nor respect them, nor show them honor.  Joy is stolen from many parent’s hearts because of the deep hurt cause by rebellious children.
II Samuel 15:14  So David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee, or we shall not escape from Absalom. Make haste to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us, and strike the city with the edge of the sword.”
   “Arise, and let us flee…”  David was making split second decisions.  At this point King David did not know how many were with Absalom.  Reports were that everyone was with him.  That was not true!  However, David did not know the numbers.  

   “…and strike the city with the edge of the sword.”  Keep in mind that David was a true shepherd.  He really loved the people of Israel.  He didn't want the city of Jerusalem to become a battleground.  He did not want to endanger lives.  Innocent people would be killed if there was fighting in the city.  David knew that Absalom was a ruthless man; whereas David was more than willing to give up his own comfort to protect his people. 
II Samuel 15:15 And the king's servants said to the king, "We are your servants, ready to do whatever my lord the king commands." 16 Then the king went out with all his household after him. But the king left ten women, concubines, to keep the house.
   Then the king went out with all his household after him.   David’s loyal followers followed him.  They knew he was the rightful king. 
   Behold the king!  The greatest that ever lived, a profound politician, an able general, a brave soldier, a poet of the most sublime genius and character, a prophet of the Most High God, and the deliverer of his country, driven from his dominion by his own son, abandoned by his fickle people.  Adam Clarke
 II Samuel 15:17 And the king went out with all the people after him, and stopped at the outskirts. 18 Then all his servants passed before him; and all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men who had followed him from Gath, passed before the king.
19 Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, "Why are you also going with us? Return and remain with the king. For you are a foreigner and also an exile from your own place. 20 In fact, you came only yesterday. Should I make you wander up and down with us today, since I go I know not where? Return, and take your brethren back. Mercy and truth be with you."

21 But Ittai answered the king and said, "As the Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives, surely in whatever place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also your servant will be."

22 So David said to Ittai, "Go, and cross over." Then Ittai the Gittite and all his men and all the little ones who were with him crossed over. 23 And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people crossed over. The king himself also crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all the people crossed over toward the way of the wilderness.
   And all the country wept with a loud voice…   Not everyone was for Absalom after all.

II Samuel 15:24 There was Zadok also, and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar went up until all the people had finished crossing over from the city. 25 Then the king said to Zadok, "Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of the Lord, He will bring me back and show me both it and His dwelling place. 26 But if He says thus: 'I have no delight in you,' here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him."
   …Zadok also, and all the Levites with him…  The priests were loyal to David, even though it would probably mean death if Absalom succeeded.  It was obvious to them, between David and Absalom, who loved the Lord.  David Guzik
 

   “If I find favor in the eyes of the Lord, He will bring me back . . . if He says thus: "I have no delight in you," here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him.”   Was David hanging onto his position for dear life?  Not at all!  If his time of being king was over, then he would accept it.
 II Samuel 15:27 The king also said to Zadok the priest, "Are you not a seer? Return to the city in peace, and your two sons with you, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 28 See, I will wait in the plains of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me." 29 Therefore Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem. And they remained there.
   Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar … “I will wait in the plains of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.”  David sent the priests back to be spies for him.  They were to let him know what was happening with Absalom.

II Samuel 15:30 So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; and he had his head covered and went barefoot. And all the people who were with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they went up.
II Samuel 15:31 Then someone told David, saying, "Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom." And David said, "O Lord, I pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!"

   So David … wept as he went up…  Absalom’s rebellion broke David’s heart.  Men whom David considered faithful friends had forsaken him.  A good king serves his people daily.  David’s job had been to look out for his people and their interests – and he had.  After many had turned their backs on him, he was grief-stricken.

   "O Lord, I pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!"  David knew that Ahithophel was a brilliant advisor.  If Absalom took his counsel, David could be defeated.  Therefore, David prayed a prayer that was short and to the point:  “turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness!"
II Samuel 15:32 Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he worshiped God--there was Hushai the Archite coming to meet him with his robe torn and dust on his head. 33 David said to him, "If you go on with me, then you will become a burden to me. 34 But if you return to the city, and say to Absalom, 'I will be your servant, O king; as I was your father's servant previously, so I will now also be your servant,' then you may defeat the counsel of Ahithophel for me. 35 And do you not have Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you there? Therefore it will be that whatever you hear from the king's house, you shall tell to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 Indeed they have there with them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok's son, and Jonathan, Abiathar's son; and by them you shall send me everything you hear."

37 So Hushai, David's friend, went into the city. And Absalom came into Jerusalem.

   “…then you may defeat the counsel of Ahithophel for me.”  David sent Hushai back to Jerusalem to feign allegiance to Absalom with the hopes of getting him into Absalom’s inner circle of counselors.  David’s purpose was that Hushai would be able to counteract the clever advice that he knew Ahithophel was capable of giving.  Theodore Epp
   By obeying David, Hushai was risking his life.  Because he loved David and no doubt loved the Lord, he had to trust God for this assignment.
   “…and by them you shall send me everything you hear."  David was quickly putting into place his counter espionage cell group. 
II Samuel 17:1-14

II Samuel 17:1 Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, "Now let me choose twelve thousand men, and I will arise and pursue David tonight. 2 I will come upon him while he is weary and weak, and make him afraid. And all the people who are with him will flee, and I will strike only the king. 3 Then I will bring back all the people to you. When all return except the man whom you seek, all the people will be at peace." 4 And the saying pleased Absalom and all the elders of Israel.

   “I will arise and pursue David tonight. … and I will strike only the king.”  Ahithophel advised Absalom to strike immediately.  He volunteered to personally take twelve thousand men and pursue David that very night while David was tired and weak and afraid – which he was.  He promised to kill only the king, so that the people would then return home and war would be averted.  (Ahithophel’s resentment toward David was strong for he personally volunteered to kill the king, who had been his closest friend.)
 

   And the saying pleased Absalom and all the elders of Israel.  Ahithophel's plan was predictably clever.  It was bold and had a high probability of success.  It would spare Israel a protracted civil war between the supporters of David and the supporters of Absalom.  David Guzik
II Samuel 17:5 Then Absalom said, "Now call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear what he says too." 6 And when Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom spoke to him, saying, "Ahithophel has spoken in this manner. Shall we do as he says? If not, speak up."

7 So Hushai said to Absalom: "The advice that Ahithophel has given is not good at this time. 8 For," said Hushai, "you know your father and his men, that they are mighty men, and they are enraged in their minds, like a bear robbed of her cubs in the field; and your father is a man of war, and will not camp with the people. 9 Surely by now he is hidden in some pit, or in some other place. And it will be, when some of them are overthrown at the first, that whoever hears it will say, 'There is a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.' 10 And even he who is valiant, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will melt completely. For all Israel knows that your father is a mighty man, and those who are with him are valiant men.
11 Therefore I advise that all Israel be fully gathered to you, from Dan to Beersheba, like the sand that is by the sea for multitude, and that you go to battle in person. 12 So we will come upon him in some place where he may be found, and we will fall on him as the dew falls on the ground. And of him and all the men who are with him there shall not be left so much as one. 13 Moreover, if he has withdrawn into a city, then all Israel shall bring ropes to that city; and we will pull it into the river, until there is not one small stone found there."
   “Now call Hushai the Archite also…”  Even though everyone was for Ahithophel’s advice, Absalom was going to consult Hushai.  That was a remarkable answer to David's prayer in that Absalom would even ask for another opinion.  What was Hushai going to say?   How was he going to convince Absalom and all the elders not to follow Ahithophel’s wise, well-received counsel? 
 

   “The advice that Ahithophel has given is not good at this time.”  Hushai's heart must have sunk when he heard the brilliant plan that Ahithophel suggested.  He quickly had to think of a counter-plan to defeat the counsel of Ahithophel.  David Guzik
 

   “…I advise that all Israel be fully gathered…”   Hushai counseled delay.  He wanted to buy David more time before the inevitable battle came.  All his talk about David being like a bear robbed of its cubs, and a mighty man among valiant men – was not the David of that night.  When Hushai had left David, he left a grieving, broken man.  David’s men were valiant men, but right then they were in total confusion.  They had not had time to gather an army.  They were fleeing with their families and their children.  They were completely disorganized.

   We can imagine that as Hushai gave his plan, he was fervently praying that God would indeed answer David's prayer and defeat the counsel of Ahithophel.

 

   …and that you go to battle in person... This suggestion favored Absalom’s vanity.  He could prove that he was a mighty soldier like his father David.  In Ahithophel's plan Ahithophel led the troops; in Hushai's plan Absalom was the leader.  David Guzik
 

II Samuel 17:14 So Absalom and all the men of Israel said, "The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the advice of Ahithophel." For the Lord had purposed to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel, to the intent that the Lord might bring disaster on Absalom.
   “The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the advice of Ahithophel.” Neither Ahithophel nor Hushai gave Absalom good advice.  Ahithophel should have said, “Absalom, think about what you are doing.   If the Lord wants you to have the kingdom, He will give it to you.  Don’t fight against God. Nothing will go well for you.  Remember how your godly father got the throne; he waited on the Lord to give it to him.”  And of course, Hushai’s advice was not in Absalom’s best interest at all.

  

   …the Lord had purposed to defeat the good advice of Ahithophel… God was in control. The throne of Israel belonged to Him, and He could grant it or deny it at His will.

 

   Absalom had the smartest man in Israel on his side, but David's prayer was mightier than Ahithophel's intellect.  God could lead Ahithophel to give foolish counsel or God could allow Ahithophel to give the best advice and yet have it be rejected.  God was in control; the Lord had purposed.  And why had God purposed?  Because David prayed.  Prayer moves the hand of God.  David Guzik
   The queen-mother of Scotland was heard to say that she more feared the prayers of John Knox than an army of fighting men. Trapp
 

    This is one of the great principles of life which every page of the Bible emphasizes and illustrates.  Men cannot escape God.  They go their own way, but that way never sets them free from the authority and the invincible power of God.  G. Campbell Morgan

II Samuel 17:16

II Samuel 17:16 Now therefore, send quickly and tell David, saying, 'Do not spend this night in the plains of the wilderness, but speedily cross over, lest the king and all the people who are with him be swallowed up.'"

   …send quickly and tell David, saying…  Hushai sent reports to David through Zadok and Abiathar the priests.  That was exactly the plan that David had set in place when he sent Hushai and the priests back to Jerusalem.
II Samuel 18:5-15

II Samuel 18:5 Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, "Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom." And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains orders concerning Absalom. 
   "Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom."  David wanted it clearly known that Absalom was to be captured alive and not mistreated in any way.
II Samuel 18:6 So the people went out into the field of battle against Israel. And the battle was in the woods of Ephraim. 7 The people of Israel were overthrown there before the servants of David, and a great slaughter of twenty thousand took place there that day. 8 For the battle there was scattered over the face of the whole countryside, and the woods devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.

 

   The people of Israel were overthrown there before the servants of David… The experienced leadership of David and his captains was far superior to Absalom’s military resources.
 

   …the woods devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.  God fought for David in unusual ways.  Soldiers loyal to Absalom seemed to be "swallowed up" by the woods.  According to Spurgeon, it was the thick oaks and tangled briers which concealed precipices and caverns into which Absalom’s men fell when they fled from David’s army.  Adam Clark asserts that the men fell into pits, swamps, and so forth, and being entangled, were hewn down by David’s men.  Others state that the men of Israel were devoured by wild beasts in the woods.
   We are held accountable when we are deceived.  When we ask, seek, and knock the door will be opened (Matt. 7:7).  From all cultures, people who have sought after the truth have found it.
 

II Samuel 18:9 Then Absalom met the servants of David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven and earth. And the mule which was under him went on. 10 Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and said, "I just saw Absalom hanging in a terebinth tree!"

11 So Joab said to the man who told him, "You just saw him! And why did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have given you ten shekels of silver and a belt."

12 But the man said to Joab, "Though I were to receive a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand against the king's son. For in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying, 'Beware lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!' 13 Otherwise I would have dealt falsely against my own life. For there is nothing hidden from the king, and you yourself would have set yourself against me."

II Samuel 18:14 Then Joab said, "I cannot linger with you." And he took three spears in his hand and thrust them through Absalom's heart, while he was still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree. 15 And ten young men who bore Joab's armor surrounded Absalom, and struck and killed him.

    …his head caught in the terbinth… And the mule which was under him went on…  This could have been considered a freak accident, for how many times has it occurred in the history of man?  Put yourself in Absalom’s place – it must have been extremely humiliating, terrifying and frustrating.  Moreover the Bible states that “One who is hanged [in a tree] is accursed of God” (Deut. 21:23).   
    …so he was left hanging between heaven and earth. Absalom was noted for his good looks and his luxurious hair. What had been his glory became his curse.  Absalom was literally caught in the thick trees of the forest.

 

   Adam Clarke is careful to point out that the text does not say that Absalom was caught by his hair – we assume that.  It may be that he was caught by his neck.  Nevertheless, the image remains of Absalom hanging in the tree.  David Guzik 
   …he took three spears in his hand and thrust them through Absalom's heart… In spite of David’s command, Joab didn't hesitate to kill Absalom.  He had once been a good friend with Absalom, but had learned firsthand what a spoiled brat the king’s son was.  

   Joab was convinced that it was in David's best interest to administer justice, not mercy toward Absalom.  We might say that Joab was correct but not right.  He was correct in that it was better for David and for Israel that Absalom was dead.  He was not right in disobeying King David who was God’s appointed authority over him.  By David's dealings with King Saul, we see that God can deal with those in authority, and we don't need to disobey them unless commanded to by Scripture or by a clear conscience.  David Guzik
 

   Absalom received what he deserved.  He was a murderer, a traitor, and a rapist.  Joab knew that David was indulgent toward his children and would never punish Absalom.  He had seen David's action toward his sons characterized by lack of discipline.  In the highest interests of the kingdom, Joab raised his hand to slay Absalom.  G. Campbell Morgan
 

II Samuel 18:24-33
II Samuel 18:24 Now David was sitting between the two gates. And the watchman went up to the roof over the gate, to the wall, lifted his eyes and looked, and there was a man, running alone. 25 Then the watchman cried out and told the king. And the king said, "If he is alone, there is news in his mouth." And he came rapidly and drew near.

26 Then the watchman saw another man running, and the watchman called to the gatekeeper and said, "There is another man, running alone!"

And the king said, "He also brings news."

27 So the watchman said, "I think the running of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok."

And the king said, "He is a good man, and comes with good news."

28 So Ahimaaz called out and said to the king, "All is well!" Then he bowed down with his face to the earth before the king, and said, "Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king!"

29 The king said, "Is the young man Absalom safe?"

Ahimaaz answered, "When Joab sent the king's servant and me your servant, I saw a great tumult, but I did not know what it was about."

30 And the king said, "Turn aside and stand here." So he turned aside and stood still.

31 Just then the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, "There is good news, my lord the king! For the Lord has avenged you this day of all those who rose against you."

32 And the king said to the Cushite, "Is the young man Absalom safe?"
So the Cushite answered, "May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise against you to do harm, be like that young man!"

33 Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said thus: "O my son Absalom--my son, my son Absalom--if only I had died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!"
   “Is the young man Absalom safe?”  David should have been concerned about his own faithful men and the nation of Israel; however, it appears that his only concern was for his traitor son whose actions had brought death upon twenty thousand of his people.  
   David might have said, “Is the young man Absalom dead?  For if he is out of the way there will be peace to my realm, and rest to my troubled life.”  But no, he speaks as a father whose love can survive the enmity of a son.  Charles Haddon Spurgeon
   …the king was deeply moved…  The Hebrew idea of “deeply moved” implies a violent trembling of the body.  David felt completely undone at hearing the news of Absalom's death.  David Guzik
 

   …if only I had died in your place!  David would have preferred to die in the place of his rebellious son.  What David could not do, God did by dying in the place of rebellious sinners.  “So in the cry of David, we actually hear the cry of God, for His lost children – His desire to restore, His desire to forgive." Smith  
II Samuel 19:1-14
II Samuel 19:1And Joab was told, "Behold, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom." 2 So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the people. For the people heard it said that day, "The king is grieved for his son." 3 And the people stole back into the city that day, as people who are ashamed steal away when they flee in battle. 
   So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the people. David's excessive sorrow made his loyal friends and supporters feel ashamed that they had won a great victory.

 

II Samuel 19:4 But the king covered his face, and the king cried out with a loud voice, "O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!"

5 Then Joab came into the house to the king, and said, "Today you have disgraced all your servants who today have saved your life, the lives of your sons and daughters, the lives of your wives and the lives of your concubines, 6 in that you love your enemies and hate your friends. For you have declared today that you regard neither princes nor servants; for today I perceive that if Absalom had lived and all of us had died today, then it would have pleased you well. 7 Now therefore, arise, go out and speak comfort to your servants. For I swear by the Lord, if you do not go out, not one will stay with you this night. And that will be worse for you than all the evil that has befallen you from your youth until now."
   “O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!”  David could not stop singing this song.  He was mastered by his feelings, and feelings were never meant to master us.

   David's problem was that he forgot that God was still in control; that a great victory had been won; that he had many loyal supporters; and that God had showed abundant grace and mercy to David.  When we are overcome by tragedy we need to consider all the good that we have received from the hand of God.  David Guzik
 

   Whoever heard David cry out in godly sorrow, “O Uriah, would to God I had died for thee!”  John Trapp
 

   “Today you have disgraced all your servants who today have saved your life...”  Joab gave David a stern wake-up call.  "David, your excessive mourning is selfish.  It isn't all about you.  These loyal, sacrificial supporters of you deserve to feel good about their victory and you are making them feel terrible.  Snap out of it."

 

   Now therefore, arise, go out and speak comfort to your servants. "David, get out there and encourage the team – they deserve it. If you don't, you will lose most of them." Charles Swindoll
 II Samuel 19:8 Then the king arose and sat in the gate. And they told all the people, saying, "There is the king, sitting in the gate." So all the people came before the king.

For everyone of Israel had fled to his tent.
   "There is the king, sitting in the gate."  David was wise enough to accept the rebuke of his general.  He immediately changed his tune.  The people needed to see David sitting as king in the place of authority.  They needed to know that their sacrifice was worth it, that they were appreciated, and that David would continue as their king.  

II Samuel 19:9 Now all the people were in a dispute throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, "The king saved us from the hand of our enemies, he delivered us from the hand of the Philistines, and now he has fled from the land because of Absalom. 10 But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, has died in battle. Now therefore, why do you say nothing about bringing back the king?"
   …all the people were in a dispute throughout all the tribes of Israel… David survived Absalom's attempted overthrow, but the kingdom had not yet been restored.
II Samuel 19:11 So King David sent to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, saying, "Speak to the elders of Judah, saying, 'Why are you the last to bring the king back to his house, since the words of all Israel have come to the king, to his very house? 12 You are my brethren, you are my bone and my flesh. Why then are you the last to bring back the king?' 13 And say to Amasa, 'Are you not my bone and my flesh? God do so to me, and more also, if you are not commander of the army before me continually in place of Joab.'" 14 So he swayed the hearts of all the men of Judah, just as the heart of one man, so that they sent this word to the king: "Return, you and all your servants!"

   …they sent this word to the king: "Return, you and all your servants!"   Again, David did not force his reign on Israel.  He would only come back if the tribes who had rejected him for Absalom agreed to take him back.  David wanted their response to be unanimous – “Just as the heart of one man.”
 

   David didn't lift a finger to re-establish his authority; however, he did express his desire to rule over them.  His return to sovereignty was decided by the voluntary submission of his kinsmen to his leadership.  Alan Redpath
 

    

   The people had sided with Absalom against David.  You may ask, “How could that possibly have happened?”  When Christ, Himself, rules for 1000 years in complete fairness and with perfect justice, Satan will also be able to rally a great army against the most perfect of all leaders proving again that the hearts of men are “deceitful and desperately wicked.”  
     God will not force His reign on us.  We must open our hearts, submit our wills and welcome His reign as Lord and Master of our lives.  Only then will He come in and rule in our hearts and lives.  What a privilege it was for all who lived in Israel under the reign of King David, yet we have the privilege of living our lives under the reign of a far greater king!  What a glorious high calling that we have.  May we remain faithful and not be swayed by what looks exciting or glamorous!  Each day of our life may we love, serve and appreciate our great KING!!!
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