DAVID II    LESSON 3 – DAVID’S SIN
(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

II Samuel 11:1 - 12:23
Memory Verse:   Proverbs 14:12


There is a way that seems right to a man,

But its end is the way of death.

Motions to Memory Verse:

There is a way that seems - Left hand on hip and right hand with thumb up, pointing and 
stepping to the right. 

right - Do a quick thumbs up (both thumbs).
 to man - Point to self with thumbs.
but it's end is the - Hold hands up and make the motion like a conductor of an orchestra when 
he "cut's off" the music at  "end."

way of death - Wrap both hands over neck and tilt head to one side, then stick tongue out.
There is a way that seems - Right hand on hip and left hand with thumb up,  pointing and 
stepping to the left.
Right - Do a quick thumbs up (both thumbs).
to man - Point to self with thumbs .
but it's end is the - Hold hands up and make the motion like a conductor of an orchestra when 
he "cut's off" the music at  "end."

way of death - Wrap both hands over neck and tilt head to one side, then stick tongue out.
Proverbs 14 verse 12 - Hold hands open like you're reading the Bible.
II Samuel 11:1-27
   In the whole of the Old Testament literature there is no chapter more tragic or full of solemn, searching warnings than this. G. Campbell Morgan

   David was at the top of his career. He was a successful king, a powerful ruler, an undefeated general, a wealthy businessman; he was surrounded on every side by God’s blessing.  He loved the Lord.  He was writing worship music.  He was serving the Lord in public and in private. 
   But, there is an incredible postscript to an incredible life that should stop each of us dead in our tracks.  “David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, and had not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite” (1 Kings 15:5).  Tommy Burnett
II Samuel 11:1 It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

    …in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle… In that part of the world, wars were not normally fought during the winter months because rains and cold weather made travel and campaigning difficult.  Fighting resumed in the spring.  
 

   …David sent Joab … But David remained at Jerusalem.  David should have been with his men on the battlefield.  The writer specifically says “when kings go out to battle,” not just armies but “kings” as well.  However, for reasons unmentioned, David remained behind. 

 

   The principle of Galatians 5:16 rings true: “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”  If David had had his attention where God wanted it, he may never have put it where God didn't want it.  While Joab was laying siege to Rabbah, Satan was laying siege to David.  David was not defeated on the battlefield, but he was soundly defeated on his rooftop in Jerusalem.  John Trapp
 

   As I think of what happened, of this I am sure, that it did not happen all at once. This matter of Bathsheba was simply the climax of something that had been going on in his life for twenty years.  Therefore, staying home from the battle merely provided opportunity for his long-standing lack of romantic restraint and indulgence of passion to display itself.  Alan Redpath 

   In direct violation of the law of Moses, which forbade the multiplication of wives on the part of Hebrew kings, “lest their hearts should turn away” (Lev. 17:17), David increased the number of his wives and concubines (II Sam. 5:13).  His passions were unrestrained.  Instead of contenting himself with what he had, , he simply added another wife to his collection when he felt feelings of infatuation.  
 

 II Samuel 11:2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king's house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold.
   …David arose from his bed and walked on the roof…  David couldn't sleep and was uneasy – uneasy because he wasn't where God wanted him to be.  He was in bed, not in battle.  Being restless and bored, he took a walk on the roof of the palace.  He used the highest spot in the city to look in on his neighbors. 
   In an indolent, lazy mood, in a moment when David was off-duty and alone, there came, to quote the words of Nathan, “a traveler,” a thought, which led to a look, which developed into a desire, which formed itself into action.  To satisfy that thought he went, in effect, to the house of a poor man who had but one ewe lamb, in spite of the fact that he had so much himself: “his own flock.”  Alan Redpath
   …he saw a woman…  From the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold.  Peter cautioned that every day of our lives we are stalked by a ravenous lion called the Devil.  Paul warned that we will be devoured if we don’t take heed.   “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).  Beware of allowing any unguarded moment in your life, thinking that you are safe from sin’s reach, and that it won’t bother you anymore.  In that moment, the ravenous devourer himself may be crouching, preparing to spring.  
 

    David’s sin was not in seeing Bathsheba. It is unlikely that he expected or planned to see her.  David's sin was in choosing to keep his eyes on an alluring image after the sight came before his eyes.  Christians – men, especially – must learn to never let their eyes (or their mind) rest on alluring images except for what belongs to them in marriage.
 

   David’s many wives did not satisfy his lust because lusts of the flesh can’t be satisfied.  Lusts are primarily rebellious assertions of self.  It wasn’t so much that David wanted Bathsheba; it was that he could not be satisfied with what God had given him.   David Guzik
 

   …the woman was very beautiful to behold.  The Bible never pads the record.  When it says a woman is beautiful, she’s fabulous.  When it says she’s very beautiful, she’s a knockout, physically attractive beyond description.  Rarely will the Scriptures include the word “very” and when it does, rest assured, it is not an exaggeration.  Charles Swindoll 
   Bathsheba’s great beauty made the sight tempting.  However, the real strength of temptation often does not lie in the quality of the tempting object, but in the state of the heart and mind of the one being tempted.  With God, this temptation was not too strong for David, no matter how beautiful Bathsheba was.

   David looked at Bathsheba and saw "beauty" but God saw this as ugly. The pleasures of sin deceive us like the bait hides the hook.  We must call it what God calls it – sin.  We want to say, "affair" but God says, "adultery."  We want to say, "love" but God says, "lust." We want to say, "sexy" but God says, "sin."  We want to say, "romantic" but God says, "ruin."  We want to say, "destiny" but God says, "destruction."  David Guzik
 II Samuel 11:3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 
    So David sent and inquired…  David could have ended the temptation; instead, he put himself into a more tempting situation.  He did not flee as Paul later instructed: “flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).  Note he doesn’t merely say when you are a youth to flee.  No, he says youthful lusts, the lusts that we nurture and feed as young people, are going to chase us through life.  We must all decide to flee lust, no matter what our age.  Tommy Burnett
   The command is so clear – flee, run at all costs, leave the presence of lust.  When you see lust raise its wicked head in your life, run from it. The Lord has promised to make an escape route for us, and that route always leads in the opposite direction (I Cor. 10:13).
   “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam…”  The woman came from a notable family.  Her father was Eliam, one of David's mighty men (2 Samuel 23:34).  Her grandfather was Ahithophel, one of David's chief counselors (2 Samuel 23:34, 2 Samuel 15:12).

   …the wife of Uriah the Hittite…  The servant told David, “The lady’s married.”  Her husband, Uriah, also one of David's mighty men, was away fighting for David at that very moment. This made the situation far more tempting.  David began to think, "I could get away with this."  Charles Swindoll
 

   David should have received the news of the woman's identity as a warning.  He learned that this woman was related to men close to David.  In taking Bathsheba, David sinned against Uriah, Eliam, and Ahithophel – each man close and important to David.
   David committed adultery in his heart up on the roof.  Now he knows that he has an opportunity to commit adultery in practice  David Guzik
   “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God;’ for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death” (James 1:13-15).  James doesn’t say “if” we are enticed, but “when.”  Temptation is inevitable; it is inescapable; it is going to follow all of us throughout our earthly lives.  Temptation hinges on one word – lust.  Lust is dreadful, dangerous, and deadly. Lust is either pursued for pleasure or fled from for the sake of righteousness.  David pursued his youthful lust; he did not flee it.
II Samuel 11:4 Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.
   Then David sent messengers, and took her…  David ignored every warning and every way of escape God set before him and followed through on his lustful impulse.
   …and she came to him…  Most commentators believe that Bathsheba was not innocent in her immodest bathing nor in her seemingly willing compliance.  "We hear nothing of her reluctance, and there is no evidence that she was taken by force" (Adam Clarke).  “Bathsheba offered no resistance to his desires” (Keil and Delitzsch).  Since the narrative is focused on David, it doesn’t deny her sin; it just doesn’t mention it.   

  …he lay with her…  One brief spell of passionate indulgence, and then – his character was blasted irretrievably; his peace vanished; the foundation of his kingdom was imperiled; the Lord was displeased; and great occasion was given to his enemies to blaspheme!  F. B. Meyer

 

   The same kind of ruin comes from adultery today.  We think about all the children who went to bed without daddy at home because of the terrible attack on our country on September 11, 2001.  But far more children go to bed every night without daddy in the house because of adultery.  David Guzik
 

   …and she returned to her house.  Just because David wasn't caught in the act doesn't mean that he got away with anything.  Harm and destruction came from this sin as it does from every sin we commit whether in secret or in the open.
 II Samuel 11:5 And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, "I am with child."

   And the woman conceived…  David only wanted to taste Bathsheba’s charms.  He had no intention of stealing her from Uriah.  That she conceived meant that their adultery would be found out. Since Uriah was out fighting David’s battles, it could only mean one thing:  David – not Uriah – was the father.   
   It’s been my observation over the years that the devil never tips his hand in temptation.  He shows you only the beauty, the ecstasy, the fun, the excitement, and the stimulating adventure of stolen desires [gangs, teen kissing, movies, the internet, video games].  He never tells the heavy drinker, “Tomorrow morning there’ll be a hangover. Ultimately, you’ll ruin your family.”  He never tells the drug user early on, “This is the beginning of a long, sorrowful, dead-end road.”  He never tells the thief, “You’re going to get caught, friend.  You do this, and you’ll wind up behind bars.”  He certainly doesn’t warn the adulterer, “You know pregnancy is a real possibility.”  Or, “You could get a life-threatening disease.”  Are you kidding?  Face it, when the sin is done and all the penalties of the sin come due, the devil is nowhere to be found. Charles Swindoll
   …so she sent and told David…  Her message involved an appeal to him to take the necessary steps to avert the evil consequences of the sin inasmuch as the law required that both the adulterer and adulteress should be put to death (Leviticus 20:10).  Keil and Delitzsch
   David had a decision to make.  He could take one of two courses.  He could go before God and declare himself completely sinful, guilty, and confess his sin which was what he should have done.  Or he could go the route of deception and hypocrisy which would lead him even further into sin.  Sadly, David chose the latter.   Charles Swindoll
   As soon as we are conscious of sin, the right thing is to go at once and immediately confess the transgression unto the Lord.   Charles Haddon Spurgeon
 

II Samuel 11:6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When Uriah had come to him, David asked how Joab was doing, and how the people were doing, and how the war prospered. 8 And David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house and wash your feet." So Uriah departed from the king's house, and a gift of food from the king followed him.
   …“Send me Uriah the Hittite.”  David had a very clever solution to the problem: send for Uriah for news of the battle.  Let him have a week’s leave so he could have a warm, cuddly night with Bathsheba.  If David moved quickly enough, people would naturally assume the unborn child was Uriah’s.  

   David did what most unrepentant sinners do; he tried to hide his sin.  The whole concept of hiding our sin is deceptive.  Sin is never hidden from God or from our conscience.  All secret sins are open before God.  Someone has put it this way, “Secret sin on earth is open scandal in heaven.”  God knows all about what we do.  

      …David asked how Joab was doing, and how the people were doing, and how the war prospered.  Did David really care about the people or the state of the war or how Joab was doing?  Not for a moment.  David pretended that he had brought Uriah back from the war for a consultation to find out how the battle was going.  David awkwardly attempted to give every appearance that things were normal when, before God, nothing was normal or right. 
 

   “Go down to your house…”  David wanted Uriah to spend the night with his wife, so that the child now conceived would pass for his.  The honor of Bathsheba would be saved and his own crime concealed.  At this time, David had no thought of murdering Uriah, nor of taking Bathsheba for a wife.  Adam Clarke
   …and a gift of food from the king followed him.  David even sent food to Uriah’s house so Uriah and his wife could have a romantic dinner at home.
 II Samuel 11:9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 So when they told David, saying, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, "Did you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?"

11 And Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing."
   But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house… and did not go down to his house.  While his nation was at war, Uriah would not go to his own home.  This really surprised David.  Also, it was a rebuke to David who was enjoying the luxury of his palace.  J. Vernon McGee
   It has been said that “the man who does not curb his appetites is always baffled by the man who can and does.”

   “The ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents…”  Uriah had a passion for the glory of God, even though he was a Hittite and not a native Jew.

 

   “Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my wife?”  David had expected and hoped that Uriah would prove to be like himself; instead, he proved to be a man of integrity, whose first loyalty was to the king’s interests rather than to his own pleasure.  Baldwin
   Uriah was a true "team player" who did not want to enjoy the comforts of home as long as his fellow soldiers were enduring hardship on the field of battle.  David Guzik
II Samuel 11:12 Then David said to Uriah, "Wait here today also, and tomorrow I will let you depart." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Now when David called him, he ate and drank before him; and he made him drunk. And at evening he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

   “Wait here today also, and tomorrow I will let you depart.”   Before David could let Uriah return to battle, he must think of a way to entice him to spend time with his beautiful young wife so he would never suspect that her child was his.

 

    …he made him drunk … but he did not go down to his house.  Uriah’s faithfulness was so strong that, even when drunk, he didn’t waver from his commitment and zeal.  His purity of soul was so great that no treacherous trick formed against him could stand.  
 

II Samuel 11:14  In the morning it happened that David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him, that he may be struck down and die." 16 So it was, while Joab besieged the city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where he knew there were valiant men. 17 Then the men of the city came out and fought with Joab. And some of the people of the servants of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also.
   …David wrote a letter to Joab…  Now here’s a panic-stricken king, frustrated over his failing plan.  No matter what he did, he couldn’t pull off his strategy of deception.  He could steal the man’s wife, but he couldn’t manipulate the woman’s husband.  Uriah would not cooperate.  So David, in greater panic, escalated the situation to the next level.  Charles Swindoll
   …and sent it by the hand of Uriah…  David trusted the integrity of Uriah so much that he made him the unwitting messenger of his own death sentence.
   “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle…”   Having failed to cover his sin, David wanted Uriah dead.  Many adulterers secretly wish that death would free them to marry the object of their adultery.  This is the very heart of murder even if the deed is not done.  David, being king, had the power to act on this wish.  
 

   “…that he may be struck down and die.” David commanded Joab to arrange Uriah's death. Though it was hidden by the raging battle, Uriah was murdered just as surely as if David killed him in his own home.   David Guzik
   David was better while a servant than when a king; for being a servant, he feared to kill Saul his adversary, but becoming a king, he basely slew his most faithful friend and dutiful subject.  John Trapp

   …And some of the people of the servants of David fell…  It wasn’t just Uriah who died in battle; other faithful men paid the price for David’s sin on that battlefield.  Rather than falling before God, declaring himself guilty of his crime, David covered his conscience and pretended that that was just the way war was. 
 

   …Uriah the Hittite died also.  Joab did exactly what David commanded. He knew it was wrong but followed orders and murdered Uriah at David's request.

 
II Samuel 11:18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war, 19 and charged the messenger, saying, "When you have finished telling the matters of the war to the king, 20 if it happens that the king's wrath rises, and he says to you: 'Why did you approach so near to the city when you fought? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who struck Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Was it not a woman who cast a piece of a millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you go near the wall?' – then you shall say, 'Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.'"
22 So the messenger went, and came and told David all that Joab had sent by him. 23 And the messenger said to David, "Surely the men prevailed against us and came out to us in the field; then we drove them back as far as the entrance of the gate. 24 The archers shot from the wall at your servants; and some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also."

25 Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab: 'Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your attack against the city, and overthrow it.' So encourage him."

   “…Uriah the Hittite is dead also.”   David heard these words with relief.  His sin would  remain hidden.
 

II Samuel 11:26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. 27 And when her mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.
   When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead…   We have no reason to believe that Bathsheba knew that David arranged the death of her husband.  David intended to conceal this act from everyone forever.  However, Bathsheba did find out since this sin was soon to be laid bare, not only before the entire kingdom, but to all generations since. 
   …she mourned for her husband.  How she must have mourned throughout the years as she thought of her loyal and faithful husband Uriah who was betrayed by the king he served and left to die under a barrage of arrows.  Many times in the years that followed, when a place or person reminded Bathsheba of her youthful days of meeting and marrying her husband Uriah, she must have again remembered, with feelings of great remorse, why he died.  Charles Swindoll
   …and she became his wife… Bathsheba, who had been the cherished wife of a noble, brave young man was now just one of the many wives of an older king.  For David, this was nothing new.  He had added wives before, now he simply added another.  
 

   David was sort of a hero in the eyes of the people.  He had taken into his harem a poor, pregnant wife, the widow of one of his fallen captains, so that his people would think, “My, look at the way he stands behind his men!  He takes care of their widows when they are killed in battle. My what a marvelous king!"  Chuck Smith

 

   …the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.  David did not get away with his sin.  Up to this point in his life, David had many triumphs, but from then on, to his dying day, he had trouble.

   Bitter sorrow was to be the constant companion of the man who had spoken of walking in his house with a perfect heart.  What a tragedy it was – that a man who had walked with God, a psalmist, a warrior, a king, a great spiritual leader, had trampled all that in the dust in a few moments by one dark, wild, passionate outburst because of “a traveler!”  F. B. Meyer  & Alan Redpath

   And so – the sad, dark chapter of David’s fall comes to an end.  Or does it?  No, not really.  The man was then trapped in a swirl of misery.  David was under intense conviction during this time while all the joy in his life evaporated away.  Charles Swindoll
   Charles Swindoll paraphrased David’s words: “I groaned all day.  There was this awful oppression, this misery of conscience.  Day and night I felt the heavy hand of God on me.  It was like running a fever.  I couldn’t lift my head.  I couldn’t handle the pressures of my work.  I couldn’t cope.  I was sick.  My body wasted away.  And the worst:  feeling so terribly alone.  So many miles from God.  I was so full of groaning and agonizing” (Psalm 32:3-4, 51:3-4).  
   David knew the stress and agony of living a double, false life. He found no relief until he repented and got right with God again. As F. B. Meyer said, "The better the man, the dearer the price he pays for a short season of sinful pleasure." 
   Lust, adultery, hypocrisy, murder.  How could a man – a man after God’s own heart – fall to such a level?  If you are honest about your own heart, it’s not hard to understand.  Charles Swindoll

II Samuel 12:1-23
   II Samuel 12:1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: "There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him."
   Then the Lord sent Nathan to David.  Nathan didn’t go to David on his own; he was sent by God.  Because David had listened to neither the conviction of the Holy Spirit nor to his conscience, God sent a man of great integrity to tell him the truth.
   And he came to him… Think of the difficult job God had given Nathan.  He was to stand before the most powerful man in the nation, possibly the world, and tell that man what he had been refusing to tell himself for a year.  No one else had told David the truth.  Oh, there had been some raised eyebrows.  There certainly were some whispers.  But nobody was honest and forthright enough to say, “David, you’re in sin.”  When God told Nathan to confront his king, he obeyed immediately.  Charles Swindoll
   If God has called you to be His messenger, then do it skillfully and do it humbly.  Do it right or don’t do it.  If God calls you to be a confronter, confront.  People still long for, hunger for the message of God.  When you encounter an individual who has willfully stepped onto the wrong path, face it with him.  Call it what it is.  Certainly at the right time and in the right way, but do it!  Don’t hedge.  Don’t try to redefine it.  Don’t explain it away.  Call it sin.  And in doing so, remember that you, too, have sinned.  So, stay humble and full of compassion – but speak the truth in love – yes, speak the truth! 
   To be effective in confrontation we need to confront in absolute truth and with right timing, wise wording, and fearless courage.  If we leave any one of these four things out, we can do more damage than good.  Charles Swindoll
   “There were two men in one city…”  Nathan was going to tell David a story.  It was a story that would reveal David to himself as though he were looking in a mirror.  The Word of God is a mirror that reveals to us our true nature.  Nathan was going to hold up a mirror so that David could get a good look at himself.  J. Vernon McGee
   Because of the story, David was drawn in while at the same time disarmed of all defenses.  The story particularly touched David because as a shepherd boy he, no doubt, had had several pet lambs and loved them dearly.  Nathan, with wisdom and courage, used this story to speak to the heart of his friend, King David. 
   “…one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him.”  Uriah, “the poor man,” saw his “lamb” as the joy of his life, his pet to cherish, to sleep in his arms.  Uriah had only one wife; a faithful man like him could have only one.  His ewe lamb, Bathsheba, bounced and pranced and frolicked and laughed with him, bringing him great joy.  The lamb “was like a daughter to him.”  A love for a daughter is special for daughters are easy to cherish.  Uriah cherished Bathsheba.  Stephen Arterburn, Fred Stoeker, Every Man’s Battle
   “Who refused to take from his own flock . . . he took the poor man's lamb…” The sin Nathan described was theft.  David stole from Uriah that which was most valuable to him – his wife and his life.  Adultery, sexual immorality, murder are theft.  In each case, a precious, priceless item is taken unlawfully from its rightful owner. 
   “…he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him."  The rich man in the story represented David, who saw Bathsheba only as someone he could devour to satisfy his sexual longings.  Stephen Arterburn, Fred Stoeker, Every Man’s Battle
 

 II Samuel 12:5 So David's anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity."
   …David's anger was greatly aroused…  Nathan did not ask David for a judicial decision; however, assuming the story was true and being moved with compassion, David immediately passed sentence on the guilty man of Nathan's story.  In doing so, David sentenced himself.
 

   “…the man who has done this shall surely die!”  David pronounced a death sentence for the case brought by Nathan, even though it wasn’t a capital crime.    
 

   “…he shall restore fourfold for the lamb…”  David rightly knew that penalizing the rich man – even with death – wasn't enough.  He also had to restore something to the man from which he stole.  True repentance means restitution.  David knew what the Bible said about those who steal sheep: “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall restore five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a sheep” (Exodus 22:1).  David Guzik
 

   “…because he had no pity.”  As we followed David and Uriah, our hearts cried out for David to see Uriah’s integrity and have pity on him – but David didn’t.  David’s complaint against the rich man was that the man did not have pity.  Oftentimes, we can see in others clearly what we cannot see in ourselves.  David needed to see the sinfulness of his own sin.
II Samuel 12:7 Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon.’”
   “You are the man!”   “You’re the one who took Bathsheba.  You’re the one who had Uriah murdered.  You’re the one who’s living like a hypocrite.  ‘You’re the man,’ David!  You are the one who fed that wayfaring thought.  You’re the one who said to that stranger called lust, ‘I’ll take someone else’s lamb, and I’ll satisfy my desires with her.’” 
   I don’t think any other confrontation has ever been so brief and so effective.  Four three-letter words did the job.  David crumbled in humility. And I think a fresh gush of relief came over his life.  Charles Swindoll
   “I anointed you …. I delivered you … I gave you … and gave you the house of Israel and Judah … I also would have given you much more!”  This message was from God; Nathan was just the mouthpiece.  God saw David’s sin as an expression of ingratitude.  After God had given so much to David, and would have even given him more, David was not content.
 

   “Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight?”  Despise means to not regard as important.   David did not regard the tenth commandment as important when he coveted his neighbor’s wife, neither the seventh commandment when he committed adultery, nor the sixth when he murdered.  David Guzik
   II Samuel 12:10  “’Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’”
   “…the sword shall never depart from your house…” God promised David that in the days and years to come, he would know violence and bloodshed among his own children.  What a prediction!  Meaning?  (A quick look ahead reveals the answer.)  Turmoil and tragedy.  Rape and revenge.  An uncontrollable son.  A son who betrays him and actually drives him from the throne.  Charles Swindoll
 

  David demanded fourfold restitution for the man in Nathan’s parable. God exacted fourfold restitution for Uriah from four of David’s sons: Bathsheba's child, Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah.

 

   “…because you have despised Me…”  First, God said that David despised the commandment of the Lord.  Nathan explained that despising God's commandment means despising God Himself, and we can't have fellowship with God and despise Him at the same time.  “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth (1 John 1:6).  David Guzik
 

   “…the wife of Uriah the Hittite…” God didn't use Bathsheba's name. God wouldn’t allow David’s deception to cover his great sin against his choice servant Uriah.  God loved Uriah, and God loved Uriah’s love for Bathsheba.  He wanted David to consider Bathsheba as “the wife of Uriah the Hittite.”  
 
II Samuel 12:11 “ Thus says the Lord: 'Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.'"

   “…I will raise up adversity against you from your own house…” God warned David that because he troubled another man's house, God would allow trouble to come upon David's house – from within.

 

   “…I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor…”  As David violated another man’s wife, so another was to violate his wives. 
   Absalom abused his father's concubines on the house-top: and quite possibly on that same terrace from whence David first looked, liked, and lusted after Bathsheba (2 Samuel 16:21-22).  John Trapp
II Samuel 12:13 So David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord."
   “I have sinned…”  David, knowing absolutely of his guilt, admitted without hesitation that he had sinned.  It wasn't a mistake, an error, a mess-up, an indiscretion, or a problem – it was sin!  David placed the blame squarely on his own shoulders.  He did not minimize his offense.  
 

   In all this David was pre-eminently revealed as a man after God's own heart. Other men who had been guilty of such failure might have defended their actions; some might have slain the prophet.  Not so with this man.  He knew God, and he knew the wrong of his action, and he confessed his sin.  G. Campbell Morgan
 

   “…against the Lord.”   David recognized the enormity of his sin; it was against God.  Although his sin against Bathsheba, against Uriah, against Ahithophel, against his wives and children, and against the nation was great, his sin against the Lord was greatest of all.  
 

   After meditation, David more eloquently expressed his repentance in Psalm 51.

 

“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; according to the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight - that You may be found just when You speak, and blameless when You judge. . . . For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, and broken and contrite heart - these, O God, You will not despise” (Psalm 51:1-4; 16-17).
 

II Samuel 12:13 And Nathan said to David, "The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die."
   “…you shall not die.   However…”  Under the Law of Moses, David should have died for this crime.  Yet, God spared David’s life and put away his sin.  All sins are forgivable when confessed and forsaken, but some sins carry lingering, dreadful consequences.
    Sin is desperate and dangerous, and it always brings judgment, but it cannot quench the love of God.  “If we confess our sin” specifically as David did, then “He will forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).  Alan Redpath
   “…the child who is born to you shall surely die.”  God forgave David's sin, but David had to bear the consequences.  When God forgives us and restores us to favor, He uses the rod, and life is usually never quite the same again.  David must face the consequences of his sin, beginning with the death of the child borne by Bathsheba. David Guzik
 II Samuel 12:15 Then Nathan departed to his house.
And the Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and it became ill. 16 David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. 17 So the elders of his house arose and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, "Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!"

19 When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, "Is the child dead?"

And they said, "He is dead."

20 So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, "What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food."

22 And he said, "While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who can tell whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?' 23 But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me."

   David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground.  Bathsheba delivered the child, and it must have been an exceptionally promising baby boy, for David loved the child deeply.  E. L. C. Austin
   David fasted . . . the child died… This was only the beginning of the sword of the Lord which was to kill members of David’s household.
   We reap what we sow, forgiveness notwithstanding.  If there is anything we have been duped into believing in our era of erroneous teachings on grace, it is the thinking that if we simply confess our sins and claim God’s forgiveness, then all the consequences of what we have done will be quickly whisked away.  When we fall into the trap of sin, all we have to do is to turn to the Lord and say, “Lord, I confess to You the wrong that I did.  Now, I claim Your forgiveness and I count on You to get me back on track.”  And we think, that at that point, everything is hunky-dory and all the consequences are gone.  Charles Swindoll 

   God tells us, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from flesh reap corruption (forgiveness notwithstanding)…” (Galatians 6:7, 8).
   Confession and forgiveness in no way stop the harvest.  David had sown; he was to reap.  Forgiven he was, but the consequences continued.  In this age of grace we are not to be deceived, for God will not be mocked.  What we sow we will reap, and there are no exceptions.  John W. Lawrence, Down to earth: the Laws of the Harvest

   Grace means that God, in forgiving you, does not kill you.  Grace means that God, in forgiving you, gives you the strength to endure the consequences.  Grace frees us so that we can obey our Lord.  It does not mean sin’s consequences are automatically removed.    If I sin and in the process of sinning break my arm, when I find forgiveness from sin, I still have to deal with a broken bone.

   Isn’t it amazing how we will accept that in the physical realm?  A broken arm is a broken arm, whether I have been forgiven or whether I’m still living under the guilt of my sin.  But the same happens in the spiritual life.  When a parent willfully and irresponsibly acts against God’s written Word, not only does the parent suffer, but the family suffers as well in all areas – physical, emotional, and spiritual.  
   When confronted with his sin by Nathan the prophet, David admitted, “I have sinned.”  But wait a minute.  Look at the prediction Nathan made in spite of David’s confession.  Under the guidance and inspiration of God, the prophet declared, “the sword shall never depart from your house.”

   Never?  NEVER! “I thought he was forgiven,” you say.  Hey, he was.  Nathan says so:  “The Lord has taken away your sin; you shall not die.”  That’s forgiveness.  But the consequences are still there.   “The sword will not depart from the house.”  Charles Swindoll, 
   This should cause us to take heed and fear the almighty God of the universe, to turn from our sinful ways, and to pray fervently that we might not enter into temptation.
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