DAVID II    LESSON 1 – FROM DEFEAT TO VICTORY

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

I Samuel 28:1-25; 29:1-30:19

Memory Verse: II Timothy 1:7


For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  

Motions to Memory Verse:

For God – Point up.
has not given us – Shake head “no” and make safe hand motion as used us baseball.
a spirit – Start with hands at waist, fingers pointed downward.  Bring hands up to shoulders as wiggle fingers.

of fear – Shelter face with hands and face to side as if fearful.
but of power – Flex muscles.

and of love – Hands across chest hugging self. 

and of a sound mind. – Knock on top side of head lightly with knuckles. 
I Samuel 28:1-19
   When the people found out about David's situation, everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them (1 Samuel 22:2).  Thus David, as an outlaw, amassed his own personal army.
   I Samuel 28:1 Now it happened in those days that the Philistines gathered their armies together for war, to fight with Israel. And Achish said to David, "You assuredly know that you will go out with me to battle, you and your men."

2 So David said to Achish, "Surely you know what your servant can do."

And Achish said to David, "Therefore I will make you one of my chief guardians forever."
   David, overcome by depression and the fear of Saul, sought refuge among the Philistines.  Most Bible commentators believe David showed a lack of dependence upon the Lord when he fled to Ziklag.  Others feel that Saul had become familiar with all of David’s hiding places.  The presence of Saul’s troops searching for him continually made staying in the land all but impossible.  David and his men may have been reasoned that Ziklag was really a Hebrew city even though it was under the control of the Philistines.  
   David and his men stayed in the land of the Philistines for only sixteen months.  While there, David was able to organize troops, a nearly impossible task had he stayed in Israel.  Ziklag became a refuge for the oppressed and discontent who increased in number under Saul’s reign (I Chronicles 12:1-22).  Before long, his troops of six hundred swelled to a great throng “like the army of God” (I Chronicles 12:22).  David not only organized an army which he was soon going to need, but he was able also to infuse into his men a spirit of discipline.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   Now it happened in those days that the Philistines gathered their armies together for war, to fight with Israel.  Maybe the Philistines were aware of the great number of men defecting from Saul to David, causing Israel to become weakened.  Militarily, it was an opportune time to split the nation right down the center.  Achish had sent for David as he “gathered their armies together.”  

   Achish said to David, “You assuredly know that you will go out with me to battle, you and your men.”  David did not want to accompany the Philistines; yet, having accepted Achish’s protection, he and his men had no option but to join them.  David had been lying to Achish, telling him that he was raiding the people of Israel, when it was really the enemies of Israel that his men had raided and destroyed.  Achish probably thought that David would never be able to return to his own since such behavior would make him odious in their eyes.  Achish did not know that David’s heart had never left his people.  They were always on his mind and he had been continually looking out for them.

   During the time David and his men traveled the fifty or sixty miles from Ziklag, their hearts must have become more troubled and their countenances sadder.  David surely turned his heart eagerly to God in prayer.  Only God could provide a way to escape from fighting Saul, his beloved friend Jonathan, and the chosen people over whom he hoped one day to rule.  F. B. Meyer
   "Therefore I will make you one of my chief guardians forever."  Achish had absolute confidence in David’s integrity.  Achish had found no fault in his protégé from the first hour of his coming into his court.  He had looked at David as an angel of God.  He had no hesitation, therefore, in summoning him to march beside him, and even to be the captain of his bodyguard forever.  F. B. Meyer
I Samuel 29:1-11

I Samuel 29:1 Then the Philistines gathered together all their armies at Aphek, and the Israelites encamped by a fountain which is in Jezreel. 2 And the lords of the Philistines passed in review by hundreds and by thousands, but David and his men passed in review at the rear with Achish. 3 Then the princes of the Philistines said, "What are these Hebrews doing here?"

And Achish said to the princes of the Philistines, "Is this not David, the servant of Saul king of Israel, who has been with me these days, or these years? And to this day I have found no fault in him since he defected to me."

4 But the princes of the Philistines were angry with him; so the princes of the Philistines said to him, "Make this fellow return, that he may go back to the place which you have appointed for him, and do not let him go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he become our adversary. For with what could he reconcile himself to his master, if not with the heads of these men? 5 Is this not David, of whom they sang to one another in dances, saying:

'Saul has slain his thousands,

And David his ten thousands'?"

   “What are these Hebrews doing here?”  In the eyes of the Philistines, David and his men were the enemy.  Any one of them could have been a spy.  

   “Is this not David . . . who has been with me these days, or these years? And to this day I have found no fault in him since he defected to me.”  David was a man who was loved by many.  His character, his love for the Lord, and his uprightness easily won the hearts of all who knew him.  Even Saul had loved him until jealousy ate away at his soul.   Amongst the evil Philistines, he must have been a breath of fresh air to Achish.

   …the princes of the Philistines were angry with him…  Achish was out-voted and out-numbered.  The other Philistine leaders would not have David fighting behind them; in fact, they were “angry” with Achish for even considering such a plan. They didn’t trust David.

   …lest in the battle he become our adversary. For with what could he reconcile himself to his master, if not with the heads of these men?  The princes of the Philistines feared David would turn against them in battle to bring himself back into Saul’s favor.  What better way to endear himself to his own people than by slaying many Philistines?

I Samuel 29:6 Then Achish called David and said to him, "Surely, as the Lord lives, you have been upright, and your going out and your coming in with me in the army is good in my sight. For to this day I have not found evil in you since the day of your coming to me. Nevertheless the lords do not favor you. 7 Therefore return now, and go in peace, that you may not displease the lords of the Philistines."
8 So David said to Achish, "But what have I done? And to this day what have you found in your servant as long as I have been with you, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?"

9 Then Achish answered and said to David, "I know that you are as good in my sight as an angel of God; nevertheless the princes of the Philistines have said, 'He shall not go up with us to the battle.' 10 Now therefore, rise early in the morning with your master's servants who have come with you. And as soon as you are up early in the morning and have light, depart." 

   "Surely, as the Lord [Yahweh] lives…” Achish knew David to be a godly man and did not hesitate to use the name of David’s God.  Since a pagan would have been most unlikely to use the name of God, perhaps the Philistine king came to trust in Israel’s God during the sixteen months David and his men resided in Philistia.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber
   … the lords do not favor you… It was by God’s great mercy that the Philistine lords were so set against David in their camp.  They thought that they were executing a piece of ordinary policy, directed by prudence and foresight, little realizing that they were the shears by which God was cutting the meshes of David’s net.  F. B. Meyer
     “…that you may not displease the lords of the Philistines.” Achish confronted David in a most gracious manner.  It was not easy for him to tell his new friend that he could not go to battle with the Philistines.  Little did he realize with what a flood of relief his announcement would be received.  We can imagine David praising the Lord inwardly with much thanksgiving as he left the royal conclave.

"But what have I done? And to this day what have you found in your servant as long as I have been with you…” Although David must have breathed a big sigh of relief, he could not allow Achish to know his true feelings.  His reply was wisely formed in the form of a question.  David’s words drew further praise from Achish. 

"I know that you are as good in my sight as an angel of God...” What higher praise could one receive?  The Spirit of God was upon David.  When we allow ourselves to be controlled by that same Spirit, our lives will exhibit love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, self-control and we, too, will be able to reach our world for the Lord.  

I Samuel 29:11 So David and his men rose early to depart in the morning, to return to the land of the Philistines. And the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

So David and his men rose early to depart in the morning, to return to the land of the Philistines.  There must have been much laughing and joking as soon as the men were out of earshot of the Philistines.   Most of them surely did not want to fight against their own country and possibly their own relatives.  Their hearts were full of praise, for God had delivered them when there was seemingly no way out.  We serve a God who has “the heart of the king is in His hands.”  What do we need to worry about?  David’s men were soon going to face an even harder test.  Would they trust God? 

I Samuel 30:1 – 19

   I Samuel 30:1 Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. 4 Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 5 And David's two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.

   David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.  After an exhaustive three-day march back home, the men were expecting a joyful reunion with their loved ones.  Instead, they found silence and desolation among the smoldering ruins of the city.  When they had gone on raids, they had killed everyone, so in those days it was not unusual for everyone to be slaughtered.  However, upon inspecting the town, they could find no remains of their loved ones, which must have given them some hope.
   Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep.  At first the soldiers were numb with shock.  Then, as the reality of what had taken place began to penetrate their conscious thoughts, each man gave way to agonizing groans and tears of grief.  David was likewise overwhelmed with anguish, for his two wives had been taken.  He and his men had no way of knowing what fate had overtaken their loved ones, and each man suspected the worst.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

   These men had left the inheritances of their forefathers because of discontentment in Israel. They had come to David seeking safety for their families.  Now, that which was most important to them was gone.  Life’s true values lie in our relationships with one another, not in our possessions.  All was gone; they were heartbroken.

   …David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him…  The loyalty and devotion which he had never failed to receive from his followers were suddenly changed to vinegar and gall.  The milk of human kindness had turned sour in this awful thunderstorm.   F. B. Meyer

   But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.  The Psalmist who wrote “Cast your burdens on the Lord” (Ps. 55:33) did just exactly that.  As he reassured himself of the Lord’s plans for his future, he was able to commit the whole matter to the Lord.

   This is one of the most wonderful statements ever made.  Friend, there are times in our lives when the circumstance will not produce any joy or happiness.  There are times when we find ourselves in a dark place, like David.  We look about, and the situation looks hopeless.  What should we do?  Be discouraged?  Give up?  Say we are through? Friend, if we are children of God, we will encourage ourselves in the Lord.  We will turn to Him at times like this.  Sometimes the Lord puts us in such a spot so we will turn to Him. He wants to make Himself real to us.  J. Vernon McGee
   If we allow the Lord to sustain us in times of difficulty, then we will have a God-given stability.  Because David had learned to go to the Lord, he was able to withstand the harsh winds of misfortune and the rising tide of slander and false accusations that encircled him. 

I Samuel 30:7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, "Please bring the ephod here to me." And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 8 So David inquired of the Lord, saying, "Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?"

And He answered him, "Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all."

   "Please bring the ephod here to me."  By not giving into his grief, but strengthening himself in the Lord, David was able to be proactive.  He took prompt action and called for the Priest.  
   "Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all."  If David was going to “recover all” as God had said, they would have to overtake the Amalekites before they reached a city or some desert rendezvous where tribesmen gathered to barter goods and to buy and sell slaves. Dr. Cyril J. Barber

I Samuel 30:9 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left behind. 10 But David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the Brook Besor.

   David went … and the six hundred men who were with him… David’s men were almost at a place of mutiny against him (the people spoke of stoning him).  But now, since he had “strengthened himself in the Lord his God,” and “inquired of the Lord,” his men were completely behind him.  Deep down we, too, want godly leadership
   For two hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not cross the Brook Besor.  This might have been extremely discouraging to David.  As he pursued a significantly larger Amalekite army, he found that one-third of his men couldn’t continue.  They didn’t have enough strength left to even cross the brook.  But David didn’t let this trial stop him.  He set the one-third to work guarding the supplies, lightening the load of the 400 who continue, and he set out again, full of faith.  David Guzik
   But he was not delivered without further trial. Many a leader would have given up the chase with one out of three of his troops in the hospital, but David pursued with his reduced force.  When God means to bless us, he often takes away a part of the little strength we thought we had.  We do not think our strength equal to the task, yet the Lord takes away a portion of the little power we have.  Our God does not fill till he has emptied.  Two hundred men had to be rent away from David’s side before God could give him victory . . . Expect then, O troubled one, that you will be delivered, but know that your sorrow may yet deepen, so that you may have greater joy later.  Charles Haddon Spurgeon
I Samuel 30:11 Then they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David; and they gave him bread and he ate, and they let him drink water. 12 And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. So when he had eaten, his strength came back to him; for he had eaten no bread nor drunk water for three days and three nights. 13 Then David said to him, "To whom do you belong, and where are you from?"

And he said, "I am a young man from Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me behind, because three days ago I fell sick. 14 We made an invasion of the southern area of the Cherethites, in the territory which belongs to Judah, and of the southern area of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire."

15 And David said to him, "Can you take me down to this troop?"

So he said, "Swear to me by God that you will neither kill me nor deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down to this troop."

   Then they found an Egyptian in the field… As David and his men pursued the Amalekites, they came across a man collapsed in the wilderness.  It would have been easy, and perhaps logical, to ignore this man because they had a much greater mission in pursing the Amalekites, but David and his men showed unexpected kindness to this man, and they “gave him bread and he ate, and they let him drink water.”

      Then David said to him, “To whom do you belong, and where are you from?”  David – the leader of these 600 men and anointed to be the next king of Israel – didn’t have to take a caring interest in this man, but he did.  David did what some would have thought was a waste of time: he showed simple care and kindness to a nobody.  They didn’t just give this Egyptian food and water; they had compassion on him.
   I am a young man from Egypt, servant of an Amalekite … we burned Ziklag with fire: In showing unexpected kindness to this Egyptian, God showed David unexpected blessing.  Since this young Egyptian knew where his camp was before the raid, he knew where they would return.  He promised to guide David and his men there.

I Samuel 30:16 And when he had brought him down, there they were, spread out over all the land, eating and drinking and dancing, because of all the great spoil which they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. 17 Then David attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day. Not a man of them escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled. 18 So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away, and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all. 20 Then David took all the flocks and herds they had driven before those other livestock, and said, "This is David's spoil."

   Catching the Amalekites in the midst of their victory celebration, David and his men “attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day.”  How surprised the Amalekites must have been!  They figured that all the Philistine and Israelite armies were far to the north, preparing to fight each other.  They weren’t expecting this army that was neither Philistine nor of the Israelites.

  “…twilight…”  Having noted the situation, David and his men took some rest and attacked at first light, when the Amalekites would be suffering from the soporific effects of the feast, and least able to defend themselves.  Baldwin

    Not a man of them escaped, except four hundred young men who rode on camels and fled.   God was gracious to David and his men.  Compared to the vast horde of Amalekites – “they were, spread out over all the land,” David’s group was only a handful in number, but they completely routed their enemy. 
   David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away…  Everything that the enemy had taken from all the other surrounding towns, David took back.  God gave him a complete victory.   Our job, too, is to take back what the enemy has stolen – the precious souls of children.  
   As tired as they were, David and his men pursued the enemy and engaged them in hand-to-hand combat for many hours.  God promised that they would recover everything but they would not have succeeded had they sat inconsolably among the ashes and charred ruins of their city.  We have precious promises from the Lord, but we, too, may have to work until we are exhausted.  To “claim the promises” may sound pious, but to do so passively will only lead to an ever-deepening feeling of disillusionment and disappointment.  Positive action is needed if we are to accomplish great things for God. 

   How truly it can be said that the greater Son of David has recovered all.  All that was lost by sin, our glorious and victorious Captain has recovered.  What then shall be His spoil?  It was foretold that “He shall divide the spoil with the strong.”  Let your hearts and mine, and all we are, and all we have, be yielded up to him, and let us say of it all, “We are Jesus’ spoil, and to him be glory evermore!”  Charles Haden Spurgeon
   Now, in the great battle of Christ on our behalf, He has not only given us back what we lost, but He has given us what Adam in his perfection never had.  And I want you to dwell upon that, because this part of it is peculiarly our Lord’s spoil.  Those good things which we now possess, over and above what we lost by sin, come to us by the Lord Jesus.  Now that the Son of God has come into the field, He is not content with restoration.  He turns loss into gain, the fall into a greater rising.  Charles Haden Spurgeon
I Samuel 30:21 Now David came to the two hundred men who had been so weary that they could not follow David, whom they also had made to stay at the Brook Besor. So they went out to meet David and to meet the people who were with him. And when David came near the people, he greeted them. 22 Then all the wicked and worthless men of those who went with David answered and said, "Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any of the spoil that we have recovered, except for every man's wife and children, that they may lead them away and depart."

23 But David said, "My brethren, you shall not do so with what the Lord has given us, who has preserved us and delivered into our hand the troop that came against us. 24 For who will heed you in this matter? But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies; they shall share alike." 25 So it was, from that day forward; he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day.

   Then all the wicked and worthless men of those who went with David answered and said… When David returned, the men of the supply camp saw their own possessions among the spoils of battle, and wanted them back.  The “wicked and worthless men” protested, giving them back their “wife and children,” but none of their possessions.

   The “wicked and worthless men” looked at the spoil and said, “We fought for this spoil, so it is ours.” David looked at the spoil and said, “This is ‘what the Lord has given us.’” The victory was God’s.  When looked at from the proper perspective, how could they not share?

    My brethren, you shall not do so with what the Lord has given us . . . But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies, they shall share alike. David declared an important principle: the supply lines are just as vital as the battling soldiers are and God will reward both “soldiers” and “supporters” properly.   Many people serve the Lord in invisible, behind-the-scenes ways, often supporting a much more visible aspect of the Lord’s work.  God will support the hidden servant with the same reward as prominent servant.  David Guzik
I Samuel 30:26 Now when David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, "Here is a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of the Lord"-- 27 to those who were in Bethel, those who were in Ramoth of the South, those who were in Jattir, 28 those who were in Aroer, those who were in Siphmoth, those who were in Eshtemoa, 29 those who were in Rachal, those who were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, those who were in the cities of the Kenites, 30 those who were in Hormah, those who were in Chorashan, those who were in Athach, 31 those who were in Hebron, and to all the places where David himself and his men were accustomed to rove.

   …when David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends…  David knew that his time among the Philistines had strained his relationships with God’s people.  He knew therefore that he must do whatever he could to put things right again.   A godly use of riches is “to make friends,” which is what David did.

  David became rich and was able to send presents to his friends; but he was also the better man, the holier man, the stronger man, the more fit to wear that crown which was so soon to adorn his brow.  Oh, brothers and sisters, the deeper your trouble the louder will be your song, if you can but trust in God and walk in fellowship with Jesus. C.H. Spurgeon
   “Here is a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of the Lord.”  David sent spoil from the battle to more than 13 cities.  He obviously had “spoil to share.” In this, David was a picture of his greater Son, Jesus Christ. When Jesus triumphed on the cross, He won the greatest battle, and He had “spoil to share.” He shared the spoil with His people, as it says in Ephesians 4:7-8: But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.”  Jesus has spoil from His victory to give you!  David Guzik
   This account shows the importance of knowing and doing the will of God.  Those who have walked closely with the Lord for many years will readily admit that God not only orders our steps, but He also orders our stops.  Had this not happened to David, he would not have had the spoils with which to make friends.  

   And, as yet unknown to them, Saul was dead.  David and his men were then free to safely return to Israel.  God didn’t want them in Ziklag anymore.  God wanted David to establish himself in a new capitol – Jerusalem.  

   When we experience times of uprooting and sense that we are being shaken loose from a place where we had begun to establish ourselves, we can be sure that the Lord in His all-wise providence is leading us to a new place of service.  Dr. Cyril J. Barber

   We may wonder why God included this account in the middle of the war with the Philistines.  Wasn’t Israel’s battling for its very existence more important then this?  Maybe, but God wanted us to see the way in which He was preparing Israel’s future king for his ascension to the throne.  David seemed to face one major challenge after another.  Don’t dream about your life becoming easier!  You’re not in heaven yet!! There are battles to be fought and victories to be won.  Just remember to strengthen yourself in the Lord, claim His promises, and keep going!
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