THREE GIFT BAGS OBJECT LESSON

Supplies:  3 gift bags – 2 pretty ones filled with small gift and one ugly bag filled with the BEST, biggest gift.
Introduction:

We are here to Celebrate Jesus' Birthday.  A birthday party has to have gifts.  We are going to give away some gifts to 3 people who have birthdays nearest to Jesus’ birthday.  Who has birthday in December? You get to pick a gift.

Let them pick gifts according to how close b-day is to Christmas—the closest goes first.  Let them open one at a time making sure the paper bag gets open last.
Lesson:
.

Looked like the most special gift would have been in the prettiest package, but it wasn’t.  The best gift was in the most unimportant wrappings.  You know Jesus was God's perfect gift to you and I, but when Jesus was born on this earth, He wasn't born in a big fancy palace or a big swanky hotel, He was born in a stable--a place where animals were kept.  
And do you who the first people to find out about Jesus’ birth?  It wasn't the Gov't officials and it wasn't some of the most important people in the land.  It was shepherds, they were like nobody, they had one of the worst jobs.  And when King Herod did hear about Jesus being born, he didn’t declare a holiday, no, instead he killed every baby boy trying to kill Jesus. 
When Jesus began his ministry by telling people about His Father God in heaven and started doing wonderful miracles and healings, there were people excited about Him, but let me tell you, there were other people that hated Jesus because they were jealous of Him and they wanted to kill Him.  In fact, the Bible says that the people who wanted to kill Jesus did. The Bible says that Jesus could have called 12 legions of angels to come and fight for Him and save Him, but He didn’t Jesus let them kill Him.  He didn't have to, but He let them.

I want to read a verse out of the Bible in Philippians chapter 2 verses 6-11.


Read passage.

There's a lot of big words in there boys and girls and I want to tell you what it means.  It means that Jesus didn't think He was too good to stay in heaven.  Instead, He made himself humble, [that means He made Himself very unimportant] and He came to this earth and was born as a baby in a barn. And He took on a body just like you and I have.  
Boys and girls, Jesus had lived in heaven where He was worshipped and bowed down to by the angels.  People think that angels are very strong and powerful and they are to a point.  But you and I need to remember that it was Jesus who gave the angels their power—Jesus is much more powerful than any angel.  He was God's perfect son. He was God Himself.  And He left all that.

And He didn’t think He was too good to do it.  And He did it for one reason and only one reason:  God loves you, He loves me.  He loves all the people of the world.  You and I could never make it to Heaven with the bad things we have thought, said and done. You and I were not born like Jesus. You're probably saying, well, no I wasn't born in a stable.  But that's not what I'm talking about.

When you and I were born we were born with a sinful want to.  We want our own way; we want what we want when we want it.  We want to be first, we want the biggest, and we want the best.  But Jesus wasn't like that.  He was born without a sinful want to. He never thought, said, or did anything wrong. He was your age at one time, but He lived a perfect life.  He never was mean to anyone, He never was selfish, He never picked a fight with someone or said nasty words to anyone.  He never even disobeyed His parents.  He did not do any of the bad things that you and I do.  And He grew up to be a perfect man.  And one day He let some wicked people nail Him to a cross where He bled and died. He went willingly for you and for me.  The Bible says that He faced the cross for your sins and for mine.  He gave His own blood and after He died He was buried.  Everyone thought they would never see Him again.  But 3 days later He came alive again and this verse said He is in heaven today and one day you and I will bow and every person on earth will praise the name of God. 

What a wonderful gift He gave to you and me when He came to earth and was born as a baby in a yukky stable. But when you look at it like the people back in Jesus’ time did, they didn't think it was very special, but it was the most special gift of all.


Conclusion:
You know we had some pretty bags up here that had some small and unimportant things in them.  But the most valuable gift was in a package that didn't look so pretty.  So you remember that Jesus came so that He could die.  He chose to come to earth and be born in a stable so that He could die for you and I so that we could live with Him in Heaven someday.  What a wonderful gift!! 

