LIFE OF CHRIST I LESSON 5 – Jesus is Baptized and Tempted

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

.

Matthew 3:1 – 4:11

Memory Verse:  James 4:7  

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

Motions to Memory Verse:

Therefore submit to God. – Hands in praying position, bowing before God.

Resist the devil – Shove away with both hands.

and he will flee from you. – Wave good-bye.

Matt 3:1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

   The Gospels present John the Baptist as the messenger God chose to announce the coming of the Messiah.  John was born to elderly parents: the priest Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth.  The Angel Gabriel had predicted his birth, saying that John would “turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord” (Luke 1:16).   His entire boyhood is passed over and when we meet him he was not in the temple where priests served; he was in the wilderness.

   …John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea… The normal experience for John would have been to serve in the temple as his father had.  He should have been a leader in the temple, but he despised it.  He went, therefore, into the wilderness and renounced his priesthood.  He did not wish to serve in a corrupt system; and so, he became a prophet.  

   John preached the baptism of repentance.  He was the last of the prophets.  He was actually an Old Testament character who walked out onto the pages of the New Testament. He was picturesque in his unshaven and shaggy state, wearing camel’s hair clothes. He was different in his dress, his diet, and his looks.  And, he received the same reception that many of the prophets had received – he was put to death.   J. Vernon McGee
Matt 3:2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 

   “Repent…” John’s message was one of repentance.  When one turns to God, one must turn from sin – that is repentance.  

   “…for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  The kingdom of heaven is on this earth right now. As each sinner responds to Jesus as Savior and Lord, he becomes part of that kingdom that Christ set up.   Jesus becomes our king and we become His subjects.

Matt 3:3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: 

"The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

'Prepare the way of the LORD;

Make His paths straight.' "  

   “The voice of one crying in the wilderness…”  When asked who he was, John repeated the words Isaiah had spoken centuries earlier.  He saw himself as just a voice.  But he was God’s voice – the prophesied voice – pointing men to God’s Son. John spoke only of Jesus.  He taught his followers, “Jesus must become greater; I must become less.”   John let the Lord Jesus give him the highest praise, “There is no greater prophet…” 

   Are you decreasing that Jesus may increase?  When people are with you, do their thoughts dwell on your kindness, your friendliness, your goodness?  Or does the very fact that they are in your presence turn their thoughts to Christ, whom you serve, even leading them to forget you?

   “…Make His paths straight.” In Old Testament times, the roads in the East were so bad that an eastern proverb stated, “There are three states of misery: sickness, fasting and travel.”  Ordinary roads were no better than tracks.  Therefore, when a king would visit a certain area, special roads were artificially made and carefully surfaced to make his journey as easy and straight as possible.  Before the king’s arrival, a message was sent out to the people to make ready for his coming and to repair “the king’s highway.”  This was what the prophet had in mind when he wrote the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3-4.  John the Baptist’s work was to prepare the way for Israel’s coming King – Jesus the Messiah.  A. Wetherell Johnson
   John was calling the people to forget all the complicated rules that the religious leaders had laid upon them; instead, they needed to repent and believe.  John was calling them back to the basics:  “turn from your sins to God.”
Matt 3:4 And John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. 

   …clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist… As an adult, John lived a lifestyle in total contrast to the priests of those days.  He lived in the desert, ate locusts and wild honey, and wore a camel hair tunic, the traditional garb of prophets, not the fancy robes of the priests.  Nothing makes as much an impression on the self-indulgent as self-denial. John could be compared to the rich young ruler.  He was born into a fancy lifestyle and prestige, but gave it all up to be God’s man for the moment.  John preached to self-indulgent people who were so dulled by luxurious ease that they no longer heard the voice of God.  And it is God’s words that are of utmost importance.  They thought they were safe; however, God was warning them, through John, that they were doomed under His judgment.  
   …food was locusts and wild honey.  John the Baptist came neither eating nor drinking (Matt. 11:18).  He was so entirely taken up with spiritual things, that he did not habitually take time for regular meals.

Matt 3:5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

   …Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him…  Those who preach with spiritual power that changes lives are those who come straight from the presence of God.  John knew God’s presence; God’s power was upon him.  The people flocked to him and their hearts were touched.
Matt 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 

   “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”  To suggest to a Jewish multitude, let alone to their religious leaders, that instead of God’s chosen, they were vipers destined for God’s wrath was to stir up a hornet’s nest, indeed. They believed that, because they were Jews, they were the only ones to inherit eternal life.  Therefore, one can appreciate the bombshell effect of John’s message when he said: 
   “Not only are you not pleasing to God, you are under His wrath because of your sin.  Being a son of Abraham does not ensure salvation or eternal life.  God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.”

   “…bear fruits worthy of repentance…” Again John spoke of repentance – turning from sin. God was looking for true repentance. A man who truly repents changes his lifestyle. John’s own lifestyle was an example to them.  
Matt 3: 10 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

   “…every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  They would not escape God’s wrath just because they were the seed of Abraham.  Judgment was coming to them, like it will to everyone. For those who thought they had been born safe, that was a radical thought.

   “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance … He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit...”   John’s baptism signified a washing away of sin, a moral reformation for the coming of the Christ. Jesus, on the other hand, would baptize by the Holy Spirit – a real transformation. 

   John told them their Messiah would come to them in judgment.  He would destroy evil with: 
· “the ax” that lies at the root of the trees  

· “the fan” that winnows 
· “unquenchable fire” that will burn up the chaff. 
   But the result would be constructive even though He used destructive means. 

· He would cut down the fruitless trees to made room for those who did bear fruit.  

· He would cleanse the threshing floor, not destroy it.  

· As the chaff was burned up, the good wheat would be gathered into the barn.  
   We need not fear His coming unless we are fruitless, or chaff, or our works are wood, hay and stubble.
Matt 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?" 15 But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. 

   …John tried to prevent Him…  John, as he looked into the face of Jesus, became conscious of the absolute perfection and sinlessness of this Man.  John felt that he dared not lay hands on Him to immerse Him in the waters of the Jordan.  John was perfectly right in that feeling.  Christ had not sinned.  There was nothing for Him to repent of.

   "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Jesus was identifying with sinful man in that baptism.  He, who was righteous, had no sin to repent of, but He took His place with those who had sinned.  Isaiah 53 tells us He was numbered among the transgressors. And, in His baptism, He was symbolically consenting to the only method by which He could save us from sin and that was by dying, being buried and rising again.

Matt 3:16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 

   …behold…  Behold is always an exclamation of awesome shock and wonder. Let us not quickly pass over such a momentous event as the heavens opening, the voice of God speaking, and the Holy Spirit descending in a visible form upon the Lord Jesus.
   …the heavens were opened to Him… Was heaven visible as the doors opened? Did Jesus remember His past existence in that glorious place? Did a light shine down upon Him as He began His public ministry? Did the angels look adoringly down upon Him wondering when He would return to His throne on high?  We are not told.
   …like a dove… The Spirit of God never appeared like the figure of a dove anywhere but here.  He descended on Christ alone in this symbolic fashion.   Jesus already had the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had conceived Him and His development had been under the Holy Spirit’s tender care. 

   When a Hebrew in those days thought of a dove, they naturally equated it with the sacrifice for the lowliest of people, for the poor.  Some feel that the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus like a dove was to signify that He was chosen to be the sacrifice for the lowest of all sinners.  

Matt 3:17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

   …a voice came from heaven… Three times God spoke from heaven about His Son.  This was the first.  The next was on the mount of transfiguration and the last was after the triumphant entry when a group of Greeks came to Him (John 12:28-30).

   “This is My beloved Son…”  G. Campbell Morgan noted that in the idiom of the language in which this was written, it has an endearing meaning: 

“Thou art the Son of Me, the Beloved.”

   “…in whom I am well pleased.”  The Jews could compare this to the Old Testament priests examining the sacrifice to see if it was spotless.  “Is this man without blame?  Can He be the perfect sacrifice?”  God said, “YES!!  I am well pleased.” Jesus had lived an ordinary life in obedience to His parents, yet without sin, and God was well pleased.  Jesus was a worthy sacrifice.
Matt 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
   …led up by the Spirit…  He was led (Mark says driven) by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness.  In other words, the Lord did not seek the temptation.  Even at the Garden of Gethsemane He prayed, “Let this cup pass from me” (Luke 22:42).  He did not go into the wilderness on His own volition.  He went in obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

   …to be tempted by the devil.  Luke makes it clear Jesus was tempted during the 40 days of fasting.  Then, when He became hungry, Satan again came to tempt Him. “Being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry” (Luke 4:2).  

   What is the meaning of the Lord’s temptation?  According to J. Vernon McGee, the word tempt has a two-fold meaning.

· To tempt means, “to incite and entice to evil, to seduce.”  In order to seduce someone, there must be something in the person that will yield to doing wrong.  There was nothing in Jesus that would yield to evil. He could not do wrong.  The Lord’s temptation shows us that we have a Savior who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and able to save to the uttermost those who came unto God through Him (see Heb. 7:25-26).

· Another word for temptation is testing.   God does not tempt us to do evil, but He will test us.  All new articles are tested to show they are durable.  Before a new airplane can carry commercial passengers it has to be tested to show it can safely do what it was designed to do. The test pilot is not trying to destroy the plane, but to push it to the outer limits of its performance to prove it is totally safe. 

   The Lord was tested in a way that we could never have been tested.  When we are tested, there is always a breaking point.  When we reach the breaking point, we break and then the pressure is removed.  The pressure was never removed from our Lord.   J. Vernon McGee
   Prepared and proven character is the prerequisite for powerful service.  Some seem to have powerful ministries without much character but they will be exposed as false on the Day of Judgment.  Obedience under testing perfects our faith and makes us worthy for service to our Lord.

Matt 4:2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 

   …afterward He was hungry.  He had been fasting for forty days and forty nights.  His body was desperate for fuel; it was raging with hunger.  Why didn’t Jesus just leave the wilderness, eat, and then begin His public ministry?  He was submitting to and following the Holy Spirit.  He chose to live His life the same way we are to live ours.  He submitted Himself to the leading of the Holy Spirit as we are to do.  It is never recorded that Jesus did a miracle to satisfy His own comfort.

  
Matt 4:3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread."
   Now when the tempter came to Him, he said… This is a proof text that Satan is a real being.   He has a real presence and he speaks.  He tempted Jesus and he will tempt us.  

   “If You are the Son of God…”  The last recorded words that God had spoken openly to Jesus at His baptism were:  “This is My Beloved Son…” Now Satan wanted Christ to doubt this, “If you are the Son of God…”  Do we read promises from God’s word and straightway forget them, especially when all the circumstances seem to imply otherwise? If God says in His word that you are His child and He loves you, He doesn’t have to prove it by causing even one other good thing to happen to you.  His Word is sufficient to confirm a truth.
   “…command that these stones become bread."  Satan told Jesus to command that these stones be turned to bread.  Satan did not say, “ask God” to turn the stones to bread.  

   This is an example to us that Jesus didn’t take matters into His own hands; He waited for God’s provision.  If it had been God’s will to turn the stones into bread, the Spirit would have led Him to do it.  We can argue, was it such a sin for Him to feed Himself after fasting for 40 days?  The issue wasn’t eating, the issue was:  Was Jesus going to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and do His Father’s will or take matters into His own hands and follow Satan’s suggestion?  

   Jesus says in John 5:19, "Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise.   Even innocent acts such as eating were under the Father's command. Jesus had a higher will than His own self-gratification, and that was pleasing His Father in Heaven.

   Jesus could do miracles, but they were not to be used to satisfy Himself.  They were to always be done for the glory of God under the leading of the Holy Spirit.

   What is the definition of sin?  Anything that we think, say or do that displeases God and breaks His laws. It doesn’t have to be a crime.  If you do not do something God’s way, you are doing it the wrong way.  If you do something the wrong way, it will not glorify God or accomplish His purposes on this earth and it is sin.

   Satan said, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread."  Turning those stones into bread was not going to prove that Jesus was the Son of God.  The resurrection was going to prove to the world that Jesus was the Son of God.  Jesus Himself said, “for you have need of patience.” It was not time for Christ to be lifted up.  He must first fulfill the Law and all the Old Testament prophesies.  It must be done God’s way.
Matt 4:4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' "

   …He answered… Jesus could have refused to speak with Satan but He showed us the principles to use when faced with temptation.  We are to use what Jesus used – the Word of God, the Sword of the Spirit, the effective weapon that God has so freely given to us.  
   “It is written…” By Christ using Scripture against Satan, it shows the power of the Word of God.  Notice, once Christ used the Word of God, there was no argument on Satan’s part.  You don’t argue with a sword, you just get out of the way.  The Word of God is a sword in the realm in which Satan is fighting.

   All three of Jesus’ replies to the devil are taken from Deuteronomy.  This one, from Deut 8:3, states that God allowed Israel to hunger so that He might feed them with manna and teach them to trust Him to provide for them.  So the verse is directly applicable to Jesus’ circumstances and a fitting reply to Satan’s temptations.  John MacArthur
   'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'  God’s Word is a more important source of sustenance than food.  Scripture nurtures our spiritual needs in a way that benefits us eternally, rather than merely providing temporal relief from physical hunger. 

· Later in His ministry Jesus said, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to complete His work." (John 4:34)  

· And He expects us to have similar priorities:  Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you." (John 6:27) 

 Matt 4:5 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple,

   …set Him on the pinnacle of the temple… The pinnacle of the temple was probably a roof with a portico where a massive retaining wall descended from a level well above the temple mount, deep into the Kidron Valley.  According to the Jewish historian Josephus, this was a drop of nearly 450 feet.  John MacArthur
   Just because you are at church doesn’t mean you are safe from temptation.  

Matt 4:6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. 

   …throw Yourself down.   Satan’s power was limited.  He could not cast the Lord down; he could only tempt Jesus to do it Himself.  When those below would see Jesus coming down from the temple it would look as if He were coming from heaven.  Wouldn’t that be a glorious way to begin His public ministry?
Matt 4:6 For it is written: 

   'He shall give His angels charge over you,'

   Satan was quoting Psalm 91:11, 12.  But he conveniently left out the last part “…to keep Thee in all Thy ways.”  This was not God’s way.  Jesus was not being led by the Holy Spirit to do this; instead, He was being enticed by Satan. 
   The moment we do something to prove God, we are proving that we are not sure of God.  Trust never employs tricks to find out whether the one trusted is trustworthy. G Campbell Morgan

Matt 4:6 …and, 

   'In their hands they shall bear you up,

   Lest you dash your foot against a stone.' " 
   Satan can quote the Bible and did so, but does this Psalm teach that God will protect and deliver those who test Him? No!  Satan’s application was false and Christ countered it with another scripture that refuted the perversion.  Man must live “by every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God.”  The cults that are based on Scripture are the most dangerous.  Dave Hunt, The Berean Call, February 1999
   Satan utterly twisted the meaning.  He used a passage about trusting God in a flawed attempt to justify testing Him.  There is a difference between trusting God and tempting God.  Faith is doing what God commands; as opposed to presumption, which is doing some daring thing that was never commanded by God.  Satan made it appear to be trust when it was not trust at all!

   The temptation to "test God" is a matter of foolishness leading to death. God will not be manipulated by headstrong foolishness and self-aggrandizement – no matter how "scripturally based."   

   The Devil, who is a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44), kills the servants of God in many ways – through persecution, illness, suicide and sometimes by their own hand in acts of foolishness. The young man who, clutching his Bible, stepped into the lion’s den at a famous zoo was eaten. Friends said he was trying to prove that the story of Daniel was true.   Satan, who deluded and tempted this young man, was behind his death. 

Matt 4:7 Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.' “

   "It is written again…”  Christ replied with another verse from Israel’s wilderness experience (Deut 6:16), recalling the experience at Massah, where the grumbling Israelites put the Lord to the test, angrily demanding that Moses produce water where there was none (Ex. 17:2-7).  John MacArthur
   'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’  How did Jesus respond to this Scripture quoting enemy? He did not reason with him, but spoke Scripture from Deuteronomy “Do not put the Lord your God to the test." 
   It is important to resist temptations immediately.  No flirting.  Don’t see how far you can go. For instance when God says not to be "unequally yoked with unbelievers" it is not just so we don't marry non-Christians but so that we preserve ourselves from the dozens of other temptations to moral and religious compromise that go with it. When God says not to judge others it is because along with the temptation to judge comes the temptations to pride, criticism, envy, boasting and factionalism. If we give in to one sin, ten more will pounce on us. Rebuke one and we save ourselves from many others.  Unknown Source
Matt 4:8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me."
   …showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. The third temptation was the most blatant – the temptation to yield to evil for the sake of "quick success."  Christ was on His way to the throne by way of the cross.  Satan was saying, “Miss the cross.  It’s foolish to take the route of suffering when there is an easier way without pain, without separation from God, without bearing the sin of the world.”  Satan offered a short cut but with one little catch – Jesus would have to worship the Prince of Darkness.   

   How often we are offered similar bargains – sometimes subtly, sometimes blatantly. A preacher recounted the story that as a young teenager in love he was tossing on his bed at night when a spiritual presence entered the room, stood at the foot of his bed and said "I will give you the girl if you give me your soul."  Fortunately the young man said, "This must be either God or the Devil, show me who you are." A frightening, tall creature of darkness appeared. It had a face that was like a mask and very black and fierce. The young man was filled with fear and terror. He blurted out "Go to Hell!” The creature vanished. The young man was not a Christian then but stayed up all night reading a Gideon's Bible he had been given. 

   Have you ever wanted something so badly that you didn’t care how you got it?     Satan will trade the desirable things of this world for our eternal souls. If Satan is bold and arrogant enough to try this with Jesus – he will try it with you. 
   "All these things I will give You…” Satan boasted that the kingdoms of this world and their glory had been delivered to him, and he could give them to whomever he wished. The Bible does not deny this, in fact if anything, it reinforces it.  I John 5:19 says, “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one."   

   That does not mean that God delivered it unto him [Satan].  God gave dominion to man and man yielded it to Satan.  Jesus called Satan the prince of the world, and so he was – but by the world’s choice. G. Campbell Morgan

   Satan's rule is a limited rule with a tragic end.  Someday Satan will end up in hell; for in the justice and power of God, the Devil shall be destroyed.   He will have no power over the earth then.  Whoever he has given the world to will share his fate and will end up very disillusioned.  
   “…fall down and worship me.”  What does worship mean – to just say a few nice words of praise?  True worship is much more than that!   Worship is the reverent love and devotion accorded a deity, an idol, or a sacred object because you deem them worthy.  How could the Lord Jesus give that to Satan when He, more than anyone, knew Satan’s true character? 

Matt 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' ”11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.

   “Away with you, Satan!”   To worship Satan is disgusting, repulsive, nauseating, revolting. One can sense the anger in Jesus' command "Away with you Satan!" It cracks like a whip sending Belial packing to his sulfur-fed domain. It is an outrageous temptation and few except kings and emperors, who want to rule the whole world would be tempted by it. Most of us are content with our own little corner. This would only be a temptation to Jesus if His plan was to rule the whole world – and it was!  Internet sermons.com
   “For it is written…” There Christ was citing and paraphrasing Deut. 6:13, 14.  Again, this related to the Israelites’ wilderness experiences.  Christ was led, as they were, into the wilderness to be tested (Deut. 8:2).  But unlike them, He withstood every aspect of the test.  John MacArthur
   God’s Word is the antidote to Satan’s lies and temptations.  Christ quoted the Bible as the ultimate authority and guide to living.  The Bible, according to the way Christ used it, sets the standard, makes the rules, provides guidance and causes Satan to flee.  The Word of God is our anchor in the storm of false doctrine, humanistic theories and worldly temptations raging around us. We stand secure and unmovable upon God’s unchangeable, infallible and sufficient Word. 

   'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'  There are two things of which the Devil had said nothing.  He had said nothing about God, and nothing about serving.  He spoke as if there were no God.  And he conveniently omitted the fact that true worship involves serving.  God is the only One to be worshipped and the only One to be served. 

   How did Christ defeat Satan? Did He win the victory by His supernatural powers as the Son of God? If Christ had used His divine powers to defeat the devil, then this would be very discouraging to every believer who also must resist Satan’s attacks.

   But the Lord Jesus did not use His supernatural and divine powers; rather, He faced Satan as a man.  This gives great hope and encouragement to every believer! We can win the victory in the same way that Jesus won the victory! We can resist Satan just as Christ did! We can do exactly what He did! The temptation of Christ was a wonderful demonstration that man, walking in the Spirit, using and relying upon the Word of God, is more than a match for Satan!

   Each Christian must develop a good working ability using the sword or become a casualty.  Eve’s sword was rusty.  She knew what God had said, but not accurately.  The devil will keep you from the Word of God.  Much of our success or failure in the Christian life depends on how much of the Bible we get in our heart and mind and how obedient we are to it.  To study and memorize God’s Word should be a top priority.  
   …behold, angels came and ministered to Him. Jesus, as far as we know, had not seen an angel during his 30 years on this earth.  He had seen plenty before.  He created them.  The angels must have wept to see Him in the desert, His body in need of food.  Imagine the joy of those who were chosen to come and serve Him, to comfort, encourage and praise Him. 

   When the Tempter came to the first Adam, he was successful and victorious. When the Tempter came to the last Adam, he failed miserably and was defeated (1 Cor. 15:45). The first Adam was tempted in a garden paradise; the last Adam was tempted in a wild wilderness. The first Adam could freely eat from "every tree of the garden;” the last Adam was famished with hunger. The defeat of the first Adam brought woe and judgment upon all men (Romans 5:12-21); the victory of the last Adam brought hope and forgiveness. 

   Had Christ fallen, what would have been the outcome?  He would not have been a sinless substitute and therefore there would be no forgiveness of sin.  So, the fact that the second Adam withstood all the forces that the evil one could throw at Him was as monumental to human history as the fall into sin of the first Adam.
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