Les 6 – Object Lesson

Think of a surgeon's glove. Does the glove have the ABILITY to perform the operation? _____ Is the surgeon able to USE a glove and work through a glove if the glove is AVAILABLE to him? ___________ Do you think the surgeon would want to use a glove that is all dirty? _____ Does the Saviour want His disciples to keep themselves CLEAN so that He can use them (John 13:8)? ____

If any one desires to come after Christ and follow Him, then he must _________ himself (Luke 9:23). This means he must say "NO" to self, and he must say "YES" to Christ. He must say, "Not what I want but only what my Saviour wants!" The surgeon cannot use the glove that is hanging onto the door knob and then refuse to let the surgeon get his hand in. He can only use the glove that says, "Surgeon, fill me and use me. I'll do whatever you want me to do." 

Have you ever seen a wild horse that is bucking wildly and insisting on having its own way? Such a horse must be broken and tamed so that it is controlled by its master. The wild horse is not usable; it does not have a working relationship with its master. It must be broken and brought to the place where it yields to its master and begins to enjoy a working relationship with him. The horse can then enjoy all of the benefits that come from such a relationship (such as daily care, food, shelter). In the same way we must yield to the Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, and be usable to Him. The believer's will must be broken so that he is able to say "NOT  I, BUT CHRIST" (see Galatians 2:20). Having this kind of relationship with the Lord, the believer can then enjoy all the blessings and benefits of the love and care of God. 

Anything that is worth something usually costs something. That which costs very little is usually worth very little. You can buy a ring for your finger by putting coins in the "gum machines" at a supermarket, or you can buy a ring at a good jewelry store. Which ring is more valuable? Which ring would you rather have? Which ring costs more? 

This saying "You get what you pay for!" is usually true. If you buy a bicycle for only $5.00, this will probably not be a very good bicycle. It will certainly not be brand new! Being a disciple of the Lord Jesus costs something, and it is worth a great deal. It is worth paying a price for. 

Think of the 12 disciples that we have studied in this set of notes. These men paid a price. They left their families, they left their occupations, they left their possessions, and they followed Christ. Many of these men even paid the price of martyrdom. As Peter once said, "Lo, we have ___________ and have ___________________ thee" (Mark 10:28). 

Was following Christ worth leaving all things? Peter and the other disciples paid a price, but did they end up losers or gainers (see Matthew 10:39)? Remember, anything valuable costs something. Those who give nothing usually gain nothing. Those who give a large amount usually gain much. 
