LIFE OF CHRIST I   LESSON 6 – Jesus Chooses His Disciples

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

John 1:19-51; Luke 5:27-32; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 6:12-16

Memory Verse:   Romans 12:1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 

Motions to Memory Verse:

I beseech – Praying hands
you therefore brethren – Both hands extended out towards others
by the mercies – Both hands raised upward and looking upwards

of God – Points towards God

that you – Point out to others with both hands

present your bodies – Gesture towards own body with both hands, starting at head  

a living sacrifice – Hands out at shoulder level, palms up, swaying back and forth

holy – Bring hand upward in worship, keep swaying
acceptable – Bring hands down and make a big scoop upwards, 

to God – Point towards God

which is your reasonable service – Hands out towards others, shaking head in “yes” motion?

Motions to Memory Verse Deaf Motions:

I beseech – Upturned grasping r. hand pulled toward yourself

you therefore brethren – Grip "hat brim", then put index fingers together pointing

forward

by the mercies – Move middle finger upward on chest then loop forward in a circle

of God – Right palm facing left coming down from above head to middle of face

that you – Point out to others with both hands

present your bodies – Gesture towards own body with both hands, starting at head

a living sacrifice – Both palms facing inward at waist and rising to mid-chest level,

followed by fists palm up and moving up and forward to open hands

holy – Move right hand with index and middle finger pointing left in small forward

loops across extended left palm

acceptable – Bring open hands to chest, closing them to fists

to God – Right palm facing left coming down from above head to middle of face

which is your reasonable service – Move both upturned flat hands forward and back

alternately
   The word disciple means student or pupil.  It is someone who is learning with a teacher.  Are you a student of Christ? Is He your Teacher? Is the Bible your textbook? Is your goal to learn from Him daily?

   Those were exciting times in Israel.  Their country was in total disarray, but the hearts of the people, young and old, were being prepared to follow God.  John was a mighty prophet who began to stir the nation.  Many came out to him in the wilderness to listen to his message. John’s message resonated in the hearts of the people.  They began to see their sin as exceedingly sinful.  John preached repentance.  The Holy One was coming.  As they became convicted of their sins, John baptized them as a sign of their repentance.   Some who were baptized began to follow John; they became his disciples.  They wanted to know God as John knew Him.  

   As the people were being turned to God by this incredible prophet, along came another of whom John claimed he was not worthy to untie His sandal (John 1:27).  If John caused a tremendous stir among both the common people and the religious leaders, Jesus caused a movement to surpass all movements. 

   His disciples were there to witness the building of a Kingdom that would last for all eternity.  Jesus is the chief cornerstone (I Pet. 2:7); but, on the twelve foundations of the heavenly city will be the names of the twelve apostles (Rev. 21:14). 
   When Jesus called the disciples, they were ordinary men with ordinary lives.  Had they not given up all to follow the Lord Jesus, they would neither have been remembered in this world nor honored in eternity.

John 1:19-42

     
   The Pharisees and Sadducees, who had presented themselves as candidates for baptism, had been so scornfully rejected by John that they reported back to the Sanhedrin. The rulers feared John and even thought it possible that he might be the Messiah or the Messiah’s herald.  They therefore sent a dispatch to interview him and ascertain who he really was.  We see that when they approached John, they were received with utmost frankness. Dr. David Smith, In the Days of His Flesh
John 1:19 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
  “Who are you?” … “I am not the Christ.”   John, knowing the intention of their question, hastened to assure them that he was not the Messiah.

John 1:21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” 
And he answered, “No.” 
   “I am not.”… “No.”  John could have actually answered those two questions in the affirmative since Jesus referred to him as “Elijah that should come” (Matt. 11:7-14).  But John knew that he was no ancient prophet returned to life and he refused to encourage a delusion in order to enhance his prestige and influence.  Dr. David Smith, In the Days of His Flesh

John 1:22 Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 
   In that John was not, as they had feared, the Messiah nor was he even the Prophet, they realized that they had, in vain, been fearful of impending judgment and stayed their hands from taking vengeance on the bold preacher.  His confession had divested them of his terrors, and they might now with impunity deal with him as they wanted. Dr. David Smith, In the Days of His Flesh

   However, they had been sent by the Pharisees to determine just who he was.  They knew who he wasn’t, but not yet who he was.

John 1:23 He said: “I am 

‘ The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
   
   “ Make straight the way of the LORD,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”
   “The voice of one crying in the wilderness…”  Christ is the Word; John was a voice!  A voice was all John wanted to be.  He had a grand message to give; a message much greater that he was.  Frankly, we should be satisfied to be only a voice, because certainly the message we have to give is greater than the individual.  And that voice should, of course, declare the glories of Christ.  J. Vernon McGee

John 1:24 Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. 25 And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
   “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” Ceremonial cleansing was the job of the Pharisees, thus these priests, echoing the complaint of their colleagues, demanded of John what right he had to baptize. Dr. David Smith, In the Days of His Flesh

 John 1:26  John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know. 27 It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.” 

28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ 31 I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.” 
  “Behold!”  This is always an exclamation which introduces a significant statement.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  Unlike most of his Jewish contemporaries, who thought the Messiah would come as a king to crush Israel’s enemies, John knew Him to be a sin-bearer, led like a lamb to the slaughter.  That was a great hour when John pointed to Jesus and declared Him the Messiah.  His mission was accomplished.  He had ushered in the Greater than himself. Dr. David Smith, In the Days of His Flesh 
John 1:32 And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”
   …He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  God had previously communicated to John that this would be the sign whereby he could identify the Messiah. 
John 1:35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.

   The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.   Because of John’s ministry, hearts had been prepared. When the hour struck, they turned at once to Jesus and followed Him. G. Campbell Morgan

   There was a significant movement in Israel at that time.  People were turning their hearts to the things of God. In John 4:1 we are told the Pharisees complained, "Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples than John."  A great number of people were seeking after righteousness.
   …they followed Jesus.  Our job is to lead people to Jesus and have them follow Him.  Blessed is the day when those we have shared the gospel with, and have led to faith in the Lord Jesus quit depending on us and begin trusting the Lord.  That should be our ultimate goal.  John the Baptist encouraged his disciples to follow Jesus.  However, the Pharisees felt threatened by the people following Jesus.  

 John 1:38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi" (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?" 

   "What do you seek?" Jesus did not say, “Whom do you seek?”  That was evident.  He asked the probing question of “What do you seek?”  Did Jesus know what they were seeking?  Yes, more than they themselves did but He wanted them to search their own hearts and motives. However, as many questions do, this one apparently went unanswered.

   They said to Him, "Rabbi"(which is to say, when translated, Teacher)… By calling Him Rabbi or teacher, it put them in the position of learners.

   "where are You staying?"  They, in turn, asked Him a question.  Maybe they were implying, “We cannot answer your question at once.  We need more time.  Could we come and talk it out?”

John 1:39 He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour). 

   "Come and see."  Jesus challenges them to learn more.  When children ask, “What is Good News Club?” Challenge them as Jesus did and say, “Come and see!”  Each must come and see and experience the Lord for himself.  One cannot do it for another.

   …remained with Him that day…  We like our space, our privacy.  Had we been in Jesus’ place, we might be thinking, “How am I going to feed them?”  “Where are they going to sleep?” God provided.  These men were with Jesus everywhere.   Jesus gave His life to others in life as well as in death.  
   Another commentator suggested that there, in the beginning, they would see that Jesus was of common means.  He had neither servants nor a fancy house in which to dwell.  
John 1:40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ). 

   "We have found the Messiah" People had been waiting for the Messiah since Adam sinned in the garden.  Can you imagine the enormity and impact of these words, “We have found Him; He is here at last! We know who He is!”  Think of the questions Simon would have.  Who is He?   Where is He?  Why do you think He is the One?  Have you spoken with Him yet?  What did He say?  What does He look like?  And many, many more!

John 1:42 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone). 

   You shall be called Cephas… The Lord spoke words of encouragement to Peter when He called him Cephas, which means rock or stone.  How would you feel if you met someone important and they turn directly to you, singled you out and told you that you had real potential?

John 1:43 The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, "Follow Me."
   …"Follow Me."  Philip had prepared his heart. He had done his homework.  He knew about Jesus.  All Jesus had to give him was a simple command. 

 John 1:44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

   Philip …said… "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Philip was convinced by Scripture that Jesus was the Messiah.  We don’t know what Jesus said to Philip, but it was enough to convince him that Jesus was the one Moses wrote of in the Law and also the prophets spoke of as being the Messiah.

John 1:46 And Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." 

   "Come and see."  No argument, just come and see.  I’m sure many times if we’d just forget our long explanations and say, “Come and see for yourself” we’d be a lot further ahead.

John 1:47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!" 

   "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!"   Remember that Jacob’s name, which meant deceiver, was changed to Israel when he had finally recognized God’s sovereignty. What a tribute to Nathanael. Jesus, who knows the heart, called him a completely honest Israelite.

John 1:48 Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."

   "How do You know me?" Nathanael didn’t deny that he was an honest man.  He did not have a false sense of humility.  He just asked Jesus, “How do you know me?”  

   "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."  We don’t know what happened under the fig tree.  Perhaps Nathanael had asked for a sign.  Whatever the case, Jesus, in referring to it, caused Nathaniel to believe.

John 1:49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 50 Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things than these."  51 And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 

   “You will see greater things than these.”  Think of the mighty miracles the disciples were soon to witness firsthand.

  “ …you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  Jesus again refered to Jacob, this time to his dream where angels were descending and ascending on a ladder.  The angels were going from heaven to earth.  Who was that ladder?  It was Jesus.  Jesus was saying that Nathanael was going to see how one really did get to heaven.

Luke 5:27-32

Luke 5:27 After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." 

   After these things… Jesus had done many miracles by this time.  His reputation, as a man from God who did miracles, began to spread.

   …tax collector…  Levi was a tax collector in Capernaum.  Tax collectors worked for the Roman government.  Rome had marched in and taken over, making the Jews pay high taxes.  Those who collected the taxes were notorious for cheating.  They overcharged the people and kept the extra money.   Fellow Jews despised those who became tax collectors for the Romans.  Tax collectors completely sold themselves out to the enemy.  
   …Levi…  Matthew and Levi were the same person.

   "Follow Me." Maybe Matthew had heard some of the words of Jesus and had been thinking, “This isn’t right, I don’t want to give my life to betraying my people.  But I am too sinful; Jesus won’t want me around.”  How wrong he was.  When he heard Jesus say, “Follow Me” I’m sure he could scarcely believe his ears.  He was used to being shunned by all the religious leaders of the day.  He was a lost cause, a despised sinner, yet Jesus was asking him to be with Him.  

Luke 5:28 So he left all, rose up, and followed Him.

   …he left all, rose up, and followed Him…  Matthew’s heart was seeking.  He left all!  He followed the purest man that ever walked this earth, the complete opposite of who and what he was.  It was an opportunity he thought could never possibly have come his way.

    Left Everything Behind would make a good epitaph for Matthew’s tombstone. Although our fisherman friends went back to fishing, Matthew never went back to collecting taxes.  It was a clean break for him.

Luke 5:29 Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them. 

   …Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house…  Matthew was not ashamed of his new calling; in fact it appears he was very proud to be called by Jesus.  In Matthew’s own account (Matt. 9:10), he downplayed the feast – but it was a banquet, “a great feast.”

…tax collectors and others…  By calling Matthew and eating at his house, Jesus put His reputation on the line.  In the next verse the scribes and Pharisees made it clear who the “others” were; they were sinners.  We are all sinners, but these were those who were blatantly known for their sinful ways.  If they had not been the worst of sinners, they would not have been invited because they would not have been friends with the likes of Matthew.

Luke 5:30 And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?" 

   …their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples… Notice that Jesus took His disciples with Him.  How do you think the disciples felt about eating with all these sinners?  They were not accustomed to associating with the politically despised sinners such as these, either.   
Luke 5:31 Jesus answered and said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 

   Jesus answered and said to them…  Jesus answered the question that had been directed towards His disciples.  This situation was new to them.  They were feeling very uncomfortable.  Eating with this despised group was not exactly what they had signed up for.   They were seeking a Holy life in the presence of the Lord Jesus Himself and now they were eating with people that they would have had nothing to do with before.

Luke 5:32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."

   “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”  Jesus came all the way from heaven to this earth to call the sinners.  As you read the Gospels, notice to whom Jesus speaks and heals and calls.  They are nobodies.  From a human standpoint, there is no way those losers could change the world.

   As Matthew found out, Jesus doesn’t just call you to be part of the pack.  He calls you to greatness.  This despised and rejected outcast became an apostle and later wrote one of the Gospels.  

Mark 1:16-20

Mark 1:16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 Then Jesus said to them, "Come after Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 
   …casting a net into the sea…  It’s not easy to leave right in the middle of throwing your net out into the sea.  Don’t you want to wait and see if you caught something first?  “Just give me five minutes to see if I get a bite.”

   …immediately they left their nets and followed Him.  That was Matthew’s response; he came on the first call.  They came in the middle of something that was exciting.  They weren’t couch potatoes.  They were hard working men with a job.  But they immediately left all when they heard the voice of Jesus calling them to come and follow Him. 

Mark 1:19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. 20 And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him. 

   …were in the boat mending their nets.  Jesus calls you in the midst of life.  Following Him is not a last resort - when I retire, when I have more time, when my children are grown.

   …He called them…  Jesus doesn’t force you; He just calls.   He calls you to something definite, to follow Him. 

   …they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.  James and John left a family business to follow the Lord.  It would not have been easy to leave the expectations of an elderly father. Nor would it have been easy for a father to lose his two sons to an itinerate preacher.   However, if Zebedee had the right attitude, a great reward will be waiting for him in heaven, too.  
Luke 6:12-16

   Many disciples were following Jesus by now.

Luke 6:12 Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. 

   …He went out to the mountain to pray…  Didn’t Jesus know whom He was going to choose?  Why did He have to pray all night?  If Jesus felt the importance of praying all night before an important decision, how much prayer should precede our decisions? 

   He chose twelve whom He also named apostles…  Apostle means “sent one.”    He chose them to first be with Him and then He sent them out to preach.  He sent them out while He was with them and He sent them into all the world after He ascended.  

   …and continued all night in prayer to God.  How important was this decision?  The spreading of the gospel to entire continents would depend on these men.

   …He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve… Jesus chose these twelve apostles openly in front of the multitude of followers. 

   We know very little about most of the twelve men that Jesus chose to be His disciples.   We know some about Peter and John, but we know much less about Andrew and James.  Philip's name is mentioned in only a few places.  We would know virtually nothing about Bartholomew (Nathanael) and Thomas apart from the bits of information that we learn from the Gospel of John.  Except for the day that Christ called Matthew, we know nothing else about this man.  We know nothing about Simon apart from the fact that he was a Zealot.   At least seven out of the 12 disciples were little known men.  Most of their entire biographies can be summed up in just a few words. 

   …Simon, whom He also named Peter… Simon was a fisherman who lived in Capernum.  He was married and his brother was Andrew.  Jesus asked Peter, "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Christ, the Son of God." Jesus said to him, "You are Peter and on this rock, I will build my church" (Matt.16:18).  Peter was one of three apostles who were the closest to Jesus.  In the garden when the soldiers came to arrest Jesus, he used his sword and wounded a servant. At the Last Supper, Peter promised Jesus he would always be there for him but he wasn’t.  He fell asleep in the Garden after Jesus asked him to pray with him. He denied knowing Jesus when Jesus was arrested.  However, after the Resurrection of Jesus, Peter took charge of all the apostles. He was a leader in the early church. He traveled and preached constantly. Peter was crucified at Rome with his head downward. 
   …Andrew his brother… Andrew had been a disciple of John the Baptist and was the first apostle to follow Jesus.  Andrew encouraged his brother Simon, to meet Jesus. Andrew and Simon had a fishing business in Capernaum with James and John.  After their first meeting with Jesus, Jesus sought them out while they were fishing and ask them to follow Him.  He had a new job opportunity for them: "I will make you fishers of Men."  At the feeding of the five thousand, Andrew brought the little boy to Jesus.  
   …James … James, a fisherman, was mending his nets when Jesus asked him to be his apostle. James and John were brothers, the sons of Zebedee. They both had tempers. Jesus nicknamed them "The Sons of Thunder." James asked Jesus to send fire to a village that wouldn't allow Jesus to come there.  Jesus had to correct him. James and John asked if they would be given places at the right and left hand of Jesus. Again, Jesus had to correct them. James became a great apostle. He is the only apostle whose martyrdom is mentioned in the New Testament.  He was beheaded in Jerusalem (Acts 12:1-2).  
   …John… John was the brother of James, the son of Zebedee. In spite of the fact that John had a temper, he was called the one whom Jesus loved.   John was there with Peter and James at the Transfiguration, the raising of Jairus's daughter and in the garden the night Jesus was arrested. John and Peter were selected to prepare the Last Supper.  While on the cross, Jesus asked John to care for his mother.  Along with Peter, he was the first disciple to go to the empty tomb.  Later, he was arrested after healing in Jesus' name. He preached to the authorities. John wrote five books in the New Testament: the Gospel according to John, I, II, III John, and the book of Revelation.  John was put into a cauldron of boiling oil, but escaped death.  
    …Philip…  Philip was the first man to whom Jesus said, "Follow me." As soon as he was asked to follow Jesus, he told his friend, Nathanael. When Nathanael said that he doubted Jesus was the Messiah, Philip said to him, "Come and see.” He was from Bethsaida of Galilee.  Of all the disciples, Jesus asked Philip how enough bread could be provided to feed the five thousand (John 6:5-7).  Philip replied, “two hundred silver pieces could not buy enough.”  At the Last Supper, it was he who asked to be shown the Father. 

   …Bartholomew… (Nathanael) was honest and direct.  Although he first rejected Jesus because He came from Nazareth, Bartholomew later called Him the Son of God.  Jesus said Bartholomew was an honest man and a true son of Israel.  
   …Matthew… Levi, the son of Alphaeus, was a tax collector.  One day Jesus saw him sitting in the tax office and said, “Follow me.”  Levi got up, left everything and followed Jesus.  He gave up his crooked ways of extortion and found true friendship and forgiveness with Jesus.  He was a very good record keeper and kept many records of what Jesus said.  He recorded the Sermon on the Mount in detail.   He was the first to write down the teachings of Jesus in the gospel according to Matthew.  
   …Thomas… Thomas is also known as Didymus.  Thomas is Hebrew for twin; Didymus is Greek for twin.  It was Thomas who suggested the apostles should go with Jesus to Bethany when Lazarus was sick, even thought it might mean death for all of them (John 11:1-16).  After the resurrection, Jesus came to visit the apostles in the Upper Room but Thomas was not there.  When the apostles told Thomas that Jesus had come, Thomas would not believe them. Thomas said, "Unless I see him myself, I will not believe.” Eight days later, Jesus again came to them. Thomas was there this time.  Jesus did not criticize him for his unbelief but reached out to prove Himself to Thomas. Thomas, when he knew it was Jesus, dropped to his knees.  He was so sorry and ashamed for doubting.  He exclaimed, "My Lord and My God." 
   …James the son of Alphaeus… He was also called James the less or the younger to distinguish him from James the son of Zebedee.  He was thrown from a pinnacle of the temple and beaten to death below.  
   …Simon called the Zealot…The Zealots were a group of very patriotic Jews.  They believed in keeping the Law of Moses to the letter.  They hated the Romans who had taken over their land.  The Zealots would riot and assassinated people they did not like.  But Simon quit fighting for the land of the Jews and began preaching for the kingdom of God.  He found that the kingdom Jesus offered was far superior to any earthly one so he gave up his subversive plots to follow the King of Kings.  James the Less and Judas Thaddeus were probably his brothers.

   …Judas the son of James… Judas, the son of James, was also called Jude or Thaddeus.  He is the least known of the apostles. He spoke only one time in the Gospels. At the Last Supper he asked Jesus, "Lord, how is it that you will show yourself only to those that love you? Why not the whole world?" (John 14:22-23).   Jesus answered him, "If a man loves me he will keep my word and my father will love him and we will come to him." Jude was shot to death with arrows.
   …Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. Judas was from Kerioth in Southern Palestine. All the other apostles were from Galilee. Jesus called him a devil long before he betrayed Him (John 6:70, 71). The other apostles elected him to handle their money but he was a thief and would take the money (John 12:4-6). At the Last Supper, Jesus knowing what was in the heart of Judas, said to all the apostles that one of them would betray him. Judas said, “Rabbi, is it I?” and Jesus said, “You have said it!” (Matt 26:25).  Judas left the table and went off to meet the chief priests who had already paid him 30 pieces of silver to deliver Jesus over to them.  In the garden, Judas walked up to Jesus and kissed Him. Jesus said, "Are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" The soldiers arrested Jesus. Judas felt sorry for what he had done. He ran to the chief priests, told them Jesus was innocent and tried to return the money. They wouldn't take it back. Judas threw the money on the floor of the temple and went out and hanged himself.

   When God looks for men, He does not look for those who are wealthy, powerful, well educated or have personality plus.  These are not the things that God is most concerned about

   Jesus didn’t choose one Bible college graduate (no scribe or Pharisee was counted among the twelve).  He chose those who were uneducated and of the lower class.  They did not possess special and unusual powers. They were not born into noble or wealthy families. They were not highly educated. These were just common, ordinary men who made themselves available to a very uncommon and extraordinary Savior and they became great in God's sight and great in the sight of men.

   Something attracted them to Jesus.  They were willing to leave their occupations and travel around following Him.  They gave up their lives, their plans, their hopes, and their dreams to follow a man whom they really didn’t know that well!

   Did you know that the Lord Jesus could make the difference in your life too? You may not be a very special person. You may not have great abilities. You may not be the most intelligent person in your class at school. You may be a very ordinary person, but there is a very special and extraordinary Savior who wants to make you into an extraordinary person for His kingdom.  Will you choose to be available to Him?
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