LIFE OF CHRIST I   LESSON 1 – Angels Announce the Birth

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

Galatians 4:4-5;  Luke 1:26-47, 56;  Matthew 1:18-25

Memory Verse:    Matthew 1:21    
And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins. 
Motions to Memory Verse:
And she will bring forth a Son – Rock arms as if holding a baby

and you shall call His name – Make deaf sign for “name.” 
JESUS – Say the word Jesus twice and point to nail prints in hands.
for He – Rock arms as if holding a baby

will save His people – Pull crossed fists apart as if being freed.
from their sins – hands at over stomach churning (feel sick when do wrong)

Galatians 4:4-5   But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

   …God sent forth His Son, born of a woman…  God has recorded for us in His Word the incredible events that occurred when the eternal God of the Universe gave up his glory and took upon Himself human flesh.  
   The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth (John 1:14).
   …to redeem…  Although Jesus existed from eternity past, it was necessary for Him to take upon Himself a physical body in order to die for the sins of the world.  “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22). The only way the Lord Jesus Christ could shed blood for the sins of the world was for Him to take upon Himself a physical body and have blood to shed.  Theodore H. Epp
 “5That is why Christ said as He came into the world, "O God, the blood of bulls and goats cannot satisfy You, so You have made ready this body of Mine for Me to lay as a sacrifice upon Your altar. 6 You were not satisfied with the animal sacrifices, slain and burnt before You as offerings for sin. 7 Then I said, 'See, I have come to do Your will, to lay down My life, just as the Scriptures said that I would'" (Hebrews 10:5-7). TLB
   The body of Jesus was like ours.   His body was able to experience the same things we experience.  He became weary, thirsty, and hungry.  But Jesus, like Adam when created, had no sin nature.  The sin nature is passed down through the seed of the man and Christ was born of a virgin.  

   Adam was tested in the garden; and, had he not fallen then, he may very well have been tested again.  The Lord Jesus was tested over and over again in all things as we are. “This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses since he had the same temptations we do, though he never once gave way to them and sinned” (Heb 4:15 TLB).
   …that we might receive the adoption as sons…  Why did He do this?  Why did He become part of his own creation?  It was an act motivated by the deepest desire in the heart of God to be with us. God loves mankind and had a plan for us to become part of His family.  
Luke 1:26-47, 56

   Scholars think Luke was a highly educated Greek.  He was skilled in many areas as were many well-educated Greeks in those days. 

  He must have known Mary personally as He recorded her thoughts – how she pondered these things in her heart.

  Both Mary and Joseph were direct descendents of David.  Both genealogies were needed to give Christ full rights to the throne of David.  This is an amazing study in itself.  
   Joseph was a descendent of Jephania who had the legal right to the throne.  However, God cursed Jephania’s bloodline so no descendent of his would ever sit on the throne.  So the bloodline that had the legal right to the throne was also cursed.  
   How could there ever be a legal heir to King David’s throne again?  Humanly, it was an impossibility.  Only a virgin birth, which God arranged, could solve this dilemma.  Jesus was not in the bloodline of Joseph (hence Jephania’s bloodline), but being Joseph’s oldest son, Jesus had the right to the throne of David.  And because Jesus was blood related to Mary, He fulfilled all the prophesies of being a son of Abraham, Judah, David etc. J. Vernon McGee 
Luke 1:26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.

…in the sixth month…  It was the sixth month of Elizabeth’s, Mary’s cousin, mother of John the Baptist’s, pregnancy.

Luke 1:28 And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!"

  And having come in…  The angel entered the house without knocking which was the custom of the day.

   "Rejoice…"  The angel’s first word to her was Rejoice.  (We later have an account of the Mary’s only recorded speech (Luke 1:46-55). In it Mary expresses pure unmixed joy! It is inspirited and prophetic and is a shout of triumph.  It is rightfully called “Mary’s Magnificat” from its first word which means “I magnify,” and it is translated “My soul doth magnify the Lord.”)  What a privilege to have the Lord Jesus Christ as your child.  

   “…highly favored one, the Lord is with you…”  He called her a “highly favored one.”  Why?  Because she was chosen for the special blessing that all Jewish women wanted.   She was to be the mother of the Messiah.

   “…blessed are you among women!”  There is a tendency among Protestants to down-play the role of Mary, but this verse tells us that she was highly favored.  In the same breath, however, let me say that she was blessed among women, not above women.  She was not lifted above women; she lifted up womanhood.  J. Vernon McGee
Luke 1:29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.

   …she was troubled at his saying. Mary is thought to have been only a teenager.  She didn’t scream, faint, or say something silly, but at the sight of the heavenly messenger, she was troubled.  Why was Mary troubled?  Because she had seen an angel?  No, she was not troubled at the sight of the angel; she was troubled at the words of the angel (his saying).
   …and considered what manner of greeting this was.  She was thinking about the greeting of the angel.  She was an unknown, insignificant, humble Jewish girl, living in the small and ordinary city of Nazareth.  Why would she be a highly favored one?   Mary was not conscious of the beauty of her character.  She was truly humble.  Isaiah 57:15 says, “I dwell in the high and holy place and with him who is humble and contrite in spirit.”  James 4:7 says, “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  That God would choose her was much more puzzling to her than the physiological element of the miracle of Jesus’ birth.  The Bible never says she was troubled by the virgin birth.

Luke 1:30 Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

   “Do not be afraid, Mary…”  In all the calmness of her composure, Gabriel could see that Mary was frightened though she had no reason to fear.  It was a time to Rejoice!
Luke 1:31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."

   “…behold…”  This word always introduces an astonishing fact.

   “…you will conceive in your womb…”  Gabriel used the word that means to conceive immediately.  If he had just said, “You shall conceive and bear a son (as translated),” she would have been pleased and thankful, for she certainly hoped that when she and Joseph were married, that she would have many sons.  But Gabriel had said “immediately” or “forthwith” and they were not yet married.  E. L.C. Austin, The Facts of Christmas

   “…shall call His name JESUS.”  The name JESUS means Jehovah Savior.  It was the Greek translation for the Hebrew name of Joshua.  It combines deity with humanity: He was Jehovah and He was to be the Savior.

The angel then went on to describe what kind of a man her son would be:
· “He will be great…” – Every mother wants her son to be great!
· “…and will be called the Son of the Highest…”  We are used to terms such as sons of God and children of God.  This familiarity was not used in the Old Testament.  Men were called servants of God but never a son of God.  From the Old Testament prophesies the scholars had not figured out that the Messiah would be the very Son of God.
· “…the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He will reign over the house of Jacob…”  The Israelites were oppressed by the Romans. To be free and have their own king would be a dream come true.  Mary knew she was in the direct line of David.  
· “…forever…” What kind of an ordinary person could reign forever?  This alone would cause Mary to wonder what kind of a child her son was going to be.
· “…of His kingdom there will be no end…”  From a human standpoint, how could this possibly be?
Luke 1:34 Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?"
   Then Mary said…  Many today question the virgin birth.  Mary, however, was the first one to question how it could happen.  
   "How can this be, since I do not know a man?"  Mary’s question did not indicate doubt, but simply a desire for factual information.  It was not the fact she was questioning but the method.  How could she conceive under her present status? If she were to conceive immediately, she knew it would not be Joseph’s baby as they had not yet come together.  
   It is interesting to note that when Gabriel told Zacharias that his wife Elizabeth, in her old age, was going to have a baby, Zacharias said, “It is too late,” and Mary, not being married, said, “It is too soon.”  Zacharias’ response was one of unbelief; whereas, Mary was merely seeking information.  Therefore, Zacharias was chastised for his question, while the angel immediately gave Mary a beautiful and mysterious answer to hers.
Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.
   …the angel answered…  Luke, the doctor, gives the most detailed account of the Virgin Birth.  Teach the virgin birth to children and they will not stumble over it when they are older.
  What is a virgin?  
   A virgin is a woman who could never have a child in a natural way because she has never had a relationship with a man that would make the birth of a child possible.  J. Vernon McGee
   How can a virgin have a baby?  In Gabriel’s own words the answer was:  "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you…”  There it is in black and white.  We can all know exactly how it happened. J. Vernon McGee
   Gabriel assured her that these things would take place through the power of the Holy Spirit who would overshadow her.  Shadows come and go every day without an awareness of them.  Shadows cannot be felt.  Most likely, as in a natural conception, Mary did not know when it occurred.

   “…that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”  The virgin birth was necessary for the child to be “that Holy One” without a sin nature.  Sin entered the world through the man, Adam.  Every child is the offspring of a man and a woman and the sin nature is inherited from the man.  However this child was not to be the offspring of a man; therefore, He could be a Holy One.

   No man had anything to do with the birth of Jesus Christ.  We are told in Leviticus that the birth of a child caused a woman to be unclean because she had brought a sinner into the world.  Mary was told that she was not bringing a sinner into the world; He would be holy.  The union of man and woman can only produce a child with a sin nature.  The Virgin Birth is the only way God could get that “holy thing” into the human family.  David said, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5).  Mary’s Son would be different.  He would be virgin born. J. Vernon McGee

Luke 1:36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing will be impossible."

   “…Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age…”  The angel gave Mary a sign – her cousin Elizabeth was going to have a baby also. If God could give an old woman a child when it was physically impossible, He could give Mary a child without the aid of a man which was also physically impossible.  That makes sense.  If He could do one, He could do the other.

   It had been six months since Elizabeth had conceived.  We are not sure if Mary knew this before the angel told her.
   “…For with God nothing will be impossible.”  This was what one of the three visitors told Sarah when she questioned the birth of Isaac – “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  And when Zechariah protested that his wife was too old to have a child, Gabriel said, “Nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).  Now Gabriel said the same thing to Mary!  The virgin birth was not impossible for God!
Luke 1:38 Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

   "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word."  Her question being answered, Mary replied simply: “You see before you a woman slave who belongs to the Lord.  Let it be to me as you have said.”  This was a great act of submission.  For Mary it meant every dream she had for her life must be laid on the altar. For all she knew the man she loved and was engaged to might not understand and might reject her. She must be willing to subject herself to misunderstanding, to suspicion, to be thought of as an immoral woman by everyone who knew her. Who would believe her?  A virgin birth had never happened before in the history of the world.  Many didn’t believe her then; and, all those who deny the virgin birth still don’t today. 
    But Mary was willing.  She was willing to give up her future husband, her reputation, her family and friends for the sake of being obedient to the Lord.   When the Lord calls us to the work He has chosen, do we say: “You see before you, Lord, a slave, be it done to me according to your Word?”  It is not easy to follow God when it involves our reputation, when people don’t understand us, or when God’s chosen place may not be as significant as we may have hoped.  We don’t know what the Lord will require, but we need to be willing to say to the Lord, “I’m a slave to you, be it done to me according to your will.”  If we don’t, we’ll miss God’s perfect plan.
   And the angel departed from her.  The next day Mary must have wondered if she had dreamed the whole thing.  After all, wasn’t it a little preposterous that she would be chosen for this great honor?  But in a week or two or three she would have the proof within herself that indeed it was true.  Her monthly cycle had stopped; she was pregnant. E. L.C. Austin, The Facts of Christmas

Luke 1:39 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45 Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord."

   …Now Mary arose…  This is an idiom that means to act in preparation, to interrupt the usual proceedings to act upon a decision.  Mary decided, probably for her own sake and for Elizabeth’s that she should go to her.   E. L.C. Austin, The Facts of Christmas

   …went into the hill country with haste…  Mary would have gone down to the well at daybreak some morning when she knew that was a caravan leaving for Jerusalem.  No one, not even a soldier, would travel alone, for it was too dangerous.  All Mary had to do was simply arrive at the well and walk with them anywhere in the train.  It is almost inconceivable that if she had parents living, she would have been allowed to make such a trip.  They were more careful and strict with their young daughters than our culture is, and this was particularly true of an engaged girl.  It was an unheard of thing that she was doing. E. L.C. Austin, The Facts of Christmas

   …when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb…   Elizabeth, as well as Joseph, found out by direct revelation from the Holy Spirit that Mary was the mother of the Messiah.   It is not recorded that Mary told anyone.
   “…Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord."  Can you imagine the encouragement this prophetic statement from Elizabeth would be to Mary?  “God will fulfill His words to you!”  We should be encouraging others with these words daily!  His promises are true.  He will keep every one of them.

   When God asks us to do something for Him, we need to just do it.  People may not understand. Christians may not understand.  Family and loved ones may not understand. Amy Carmichael learned this lesson as a child: “Even when no one understands, if the Lord asks me to do His will, I’ll do it.”  Later she was tested on this.  Everyone thought her work with the children in India was useless and that she should quit being a missionary and come home.  But she knew God had called her and against all odds, she stayed.

Luke 1:46 And Mary said:

"My soul magnifies the Lord,

47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior…”

   And Mary said…  Mary replied to Elizabeth’s greeting in exalted poetry.  The words of her beautiful song are preserved for us to read and admire.  It provides us with a glimpse into what she was thinking.  Her amazement was not in the miracle of the supernatural birth, but in the way God uses the lowly to accomplish His exalted purposes.  Her song centered on the theme that God doesn’t use the proud, He doesn’t use the mighty, but He does use the lowly and the weak.  For that was exactly what she considered herself to be.
   This was further confirmed in her heart when the lowly shepherds were the only ones who appeared at the manger on the night of the Lord’s birth.

   “…God my Savior…”  Mary was not sinless; she needed a Savior too.

Luke 1:56 And Mary remained with her [Elizabeth] about three months, and returned to her house.

   …Mary remained with her about three months…  Mary stayed with Elizabeth until the birth of the baby John.  She would have been of great help to her cousin, but more than that, she would gain a graduate course in childbirth which she was going to need.

   …returned to her house…  Mary had left “in haste.”  No one knew why she had gone nor where.  What an extraordinary thing for an engaged girl to do!  She should have been weaving her linens.  How perplexed Joseph and his family must have been.  They had waited a week, and two weeks, and a month, and three months.  Then, just as suddenly, she was back.  But, the worst for Joseph was still to come.  Soon the whole town would know that Mary was with child. E. L.C. Austin, The Facts of Christmas

Matthew 1:18-25

   Matthew gives us a glimpse into Joseph’s response to all that was happening.

   Mary’s pregnancy obviously interrupted their plans for marriage.  For Joseph, to marry an impure woman would dishonor a Holy God.  The Scripture calls him a “righteous man.”
Matt. 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.

   …Mary was betrothed to Joseph…  To understand his situation, we need to understand the three-stage Jewish marital custom.  First came the engagement, a formal settlement by the fathers.

   If the children did not object, they entered betrothal at the appropriate age through a formal ceremony in the bride’s house.  The couple made mutual promises before witnesses and the bride received presents from the groom.

   The betrothal, unlike our modern engagement, could be broken only by death or divorce.  The two parties were called husband and wife.  If one died, the other was a widow or widower.

   Within a year, the marriage would take place when the groom, and sometimes his friends, brought the bride to his home for a feast.  After that, the marriage was consummated. God’s Chosen Man, Moody 1981 by Thomas M. Lewis
   …before they came together…  We first meet Joseph at a turning point.  Deeply in love, he had been preparing for and anticipating marriage to his betrothed.  Then, when Mary returned from her three-month visit at Elizabeth’s, he discovered shattering news:  the one he believed to be pure was pregnant.  

   …she was found with child…  It doesn’t say who found, but people must have been talking.  Some translations say it became common knowledge.  She had been gone three months and then she returned to Nazareth.  How long afterwards Joseph became aware she was pregnant, we cannot be sure. We are not told how Joseph found out.  But he did.  There is no indication that Mary told him. Joseph, as far as we know, heard the news through the grapevine.  Do you think Mary could have ever explained it?  She was gone three months and came back pregnant.  What proof did she have that this baby was not another man’s?  
Matt. 1:19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.
   …being a just man…  We know little of the Lord's stepfather, Joseph, but scriptural evidence paints the picture of a loving, tender husband and guardian. In fact, Matthew's first statement about Joseph is that he was a "just or righteous man." 
   Joseph was an extraordinary man.  Some feel that Mary was chosen to be the mother of Jesus because she was engaged to Joseph.  He was at all times immediately obedient to God.  He had no thought to his own business or occupation but was willing to do leave all several times when commanded for the sake of this Child.  
   …not wanting to make her a public example…  He pondered his options based on the custom of the day.  He could publicly accuse Mary and divorce her or divorce her privately.  The law required stoning (Deut. 22:20-21) or at least a trial (Num. 5:11-31).  A guilty woman would be cursed and denounced by her people.

   Modifications of the law probably eliminated stoning at this point in history.  Later rabbinic writings refer to a bill of divorcement delivered before only two witnesses.  Perhaps Joseph planned to divorce her this way on less serious grounds than adultery or by offering no charge at all.   God’s Chosen Man, Moody 1981 by Thomas M. Lewis
   …was minded to put her away secretly.  In realizing that his bride had become pregnant, and feeling certain that he had been betrayed, Joseph sorrowfully considered divorce. After all, what else was the unsuspecting husband to think? 
   He was not at all vengeful. In spite of all the hurt she had caused him, he did not want to make her a public example and disgrace her. Mary had disgraced him, but he still wanted to protect her.  No doubt, he loved her.  He knew the kind of girl she was and he couldn’t understand why she’d done this. What would cause her to change so drastically?  What could he think but that she had fallen in love with some other man and had acted disgracefully?  Maybe he was thinking the least she could do was to tell him.   After all, the truth could not be hidden considering the condition she was in.

   Joseph not only made a righteous choice, but a merciful one.  Even in face of bitter disappointment, although he had done no wrong, he cared for Mary’s feelings.  He chose the kindness of a quiet divorce over cold legalism.  God’s Chosen Man, Moody 1981 by Thomas M. Lewis
   Joseph knew the real definition of love. Despite the disgrace he thought she had brought upon him, the agonizing disappointment and sense of loss, he was willing to forgive her, protect her and love her 
Matt. 1:20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”

   …while he thought about these things… Every waking moment Joseph was thinking about these things.  He was even thinking about them as he slept, if he slept.  He probably had many sleepless nights wondering what could have gone wrong.  If Mary had told Joseph what she knew, he would not have been thinking about how to put her away.  He would have been pondering the strangeness of her words and whether her story was true or not.
   Regardless of his legal right to sever the union, Joseph refused the urge to make such a monumental decision immediately. Rather, he took the matter to God.
    Bitterly disappointed that Mary had apparently betrayed him, Joseph made no haste. As a praying man he waited upon God, and his love and patience were rewarded. God understood his struggle and rewarded his conscientious attitude toward Mary by revealing His redemptive plan." Herbert Lockyer, All the Men of the Bible, 

   …behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him…  One night when Joseph finally fell asleep, worn out by his dilemma, God sent an angel to explain the situation.  Only a word from the Lord could clear up this matter for him so there would never, in his mind, be the least little doubt that Mary had been true and faithful.  God sent him the proof that he needed.
   …in a dream…  God dealt with this Joseph as He had with the Old Testament Joseph, in dreams.
   “…do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife…”  The wording here sounds like Joseph, regardless of the disgrace, wanted to take her to be his wife, but fear was stopping him.  Maybe the fear was that she didn’t love him any more.  The fact that he still wanted to marry her shows the love he had for her. She needed some one to care for her and her baby; and, he wanted to be that man. The angel said, “Go ahead and follow your heart.”
   This marriage would carry for Joseph a high price tag.  He would share Mary’s disgrace and the neighbors’ slander for apparently violating the rules of betrothal.  How many would believe a tale of Holy Spirit conception?  He would bear the shame of her behavior for the rest of his life before men.  

   “…that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”   Can you imagine Joseph’s shock and surprise at this statement?  What could this possibly mean?  If the angel had stopped here, Joseph could have awakened and thought he had dreamed it up himself.  But the angel quoted Scripture and that Scripture was what convinced Joseph.   

Matt. 1:21 “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins." 22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23 "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."
   “…you shall call His name JESUS…”  Gabriel had given them a check point to verify their strange experiences to each other.  To both he had said, “His name will be JESUS,” so they knew they had not been imagining things.  Moreover when Gabriel told Joseph to name the child, he appointed Joseph surrogate father, for naming was the privilege of the father. E. L.C. Austin, The Facts of Christmas

   “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son…” When the angel quoted Scripture from the Old Testament, Joseph was convinced.  “Oh, of course!  That is what it means! An actual virgin shall have a child. It will be the Son of God conceived by the Holy Spirit.”  Nothing could convince Joseph like Scripture, which shows what a godly man he was and that he was familiar with this passage: Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel  (Isaiah 7:14).
   “…they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”   Every institution of the Old Testament was based on this divine desire. We hear it echoing from the Garden of Eden “Where are you?” We see it in the temple and tabernacle (places for Jehovah to dwell in the midst of His people). We hear it proclaimed on every page of the prophets, the spokesmen of God's heart: "I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people" (Lev 26:12).  God is saying to Israel and to us on every page of the Old Testament, "My most profound yearning is to be with you." Upon Christ’s coming into the world, He was given a name which contained within it all of God's hopes and ours: Immanuel—"God with us!" Michael Card
Matt. 1:24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife,

   Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him…  Imagine Joseph’s relief!  He was so happy; he went straight to Mary’s house to take Mary to be his wife.  He didn’t wait another minute.  He didn’t want her to suffer any longer either, in not knowing what his intentions were.  This was characteristic of his life; when God spoke, he obeyed immediately.  He took her to his home, gave her his name, protected her and was willing to share her shame before all men.  What others would say wouldn’t matter.  He knew this baby was from God.

   The custom was to have a fine social occasion when the two were ready to set up housekeeping.  But there was never a wedding feast in Nazareth for those two.  There was never so much as a religious ceremony or a joyful dinner party.  It is not far fetched to suspect that Nazareth was quite upset with them.  

   Down at the well the next day, the gossips were really perplexed and indignant.  “So! It was Joseph’s baby after all.  They must have had a very severe lover’s quarrel to make her run away like that.” E. L.C. Austin, The Facts of Christmas

   …and took to him his wife…  Joseph was indeed a righteous man. In his righteousness, he would have been perfectly justified to leave his pregnant bride and move on with his life. However, he chose to stay. He knew that God was at work, and he refused to let his own fear and confusion deny him the role that God had intended for him to play.
   We can imagine Mary’s joy when Joseph appeared at her door that morning.  God was giving her a husband who understood.  He was there to love and care for her and the baby.  She now had someone she could share her secrets and her joy with.  Every woman longs for an understanding husband.

   This painful situation for both of them was necessary.  If Mary were an unengaged girl, who would marry her?   If she were newly married, who would have believed she was still a virgin?
   The next three or four months must have been both difficult and wonderful as Mary and Joseph suffered the disapproval of Nazareth, and shared the marvel of what was happening to Mary.
Matt. 1:25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.

   …did not know her till… What self-control it must have required for Joseph to keep Mary a virgin.  Consider the strength of character it took for him to wait for months to take her to himself.  He loved her.  This verse also dispels the teaching that Mary was a virgin her entire life.  After Christ was born, she and Joseph lived a very normal life and had other children.  We don’t know how far along Mary was when Joseph married her.  The Bible doesn’t say.  She was at least three months pregnant.  Some scholars feel she could have been in her sixth month of pregnancy.  

   …her firstborn Son…  In calling this baby her firstborn, it would imply that she later had other children.

   This is the heartwarming story of God choosing two young people in love, who were willing to submit their lives to His will before their own desires.  They were handpicked by God Himself for the most important job in history: the upbringing of the Messiah. God honored their covenant, commitment, and devotion by placing His only Son in their capable hands.
    God was faithful in sending a perfect Savior into the world. Mary was faithful in accepting the responsibility of carrying the Son of God. Joseph was faithful in bringing his pregnant bride into his home and under his care. When we stay within the will of God, despite the hardships, confusion, or stigma, God blesses our faithfulness. 
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