LIFE OF CHRIST I   LESSON 2 – Shepherds Share the Good News

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

Luke 2:1-20

Memory Verse:   Luke 2:11  

For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  

Motions to Memory Verse:

For there is born – Rock arms as if holding a baby.

to you this day – Point to others.

in the city of David – hand above eyes as if peering into the distance.

a Savior – Fists crossed over chest, pulled apart with a staccato motion as if being freed.

who is Christ – Hold hands as if holding a Bible, since Christ means “promised one.”
the Lord –  With right forefinger and thumb make the shape of an “L”.  Start at left shoulder and bring hand down to right side of waist as if outlining a banner.

Luke 2:1-20

Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Cyrenius was governing Syria.

   And it came to pass in those days… God is sovereign; He is able to upset the whole world so that His Word will be fulfilled.

   Caesar Augustus was the adopted son of Julius Caesar. Actually his name was Octavianus and he took the name Caesar.  Now the name Augustus was not a name at all but a title.  When the senate submitted to him certain titles like king, emperor, and dictator, he was not satisfied.  Instead he chose the title Augustus.  It had a religious significance, and it was an attempt to deify himself.

   It was no accident that Dr. Luke mentioned the name of Caesar Augustus.  This man signed a tax bill that the whole world (of that day) be taxed.  He needed money to raise an army to control his vast empire and to live in luxury himself.  J. Vernon McGee

Luke 2:3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 
   So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.  We do not know whether Mary and Joseph were aware this child, according to Scriptures, must be born in Bethlehem.  

   Joseph was, no doubt, a man of the Word as he recognized the verse from Isaiah that a virgin shall be with child.  While Mary was carrying the child, they likely searched the Scriptures for all prophecies concerning this holy child in her womb.  Some prophecies they might not recognize as being Messianic, but even Herod’s scribes knew Bethlehem was the place the Messiah was to be born.  

   Why, then, didn’t they go to Bethlehem on their own?  Most commentators think it was poverty that prevented them.  They didn’t go until they absolutely had to.  But when Caesar said move, they moved.  It seems they packed everything, as they had no thought of returning.

    It was a trip of about 80 – 100 miles, depending on the route.  Even though the Jews didn’t like to go through Samaria, they might have taken the shorter route because of the urgency of her pregnancy.   
   This was a difficult trek of more than seventy miles through mountainous terrain – a particularly grueling journey for Mary, on the verge of delivery.  John MacArthur    
   We sometimes imagine them traveling as a lone couple.  Not true!  People traveled in caravans in those days for safety. The caravan would travel slowly, possibly camping along the way.  
   We always picture Mary riding a donkey. The Bible doesn’t say.  Maybe she rode in a cart; some say she might have even walked.  Missionaries who have ridden donkeys out of jungle camps to have babies, say they would have been more comfortable had they walked.
   Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem…  Even though Caesar Augustus wanted to set himself up as a god, he was merely a tool in God’s hand to bring to pass the prophecy of Micah 5:2:

            "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

Though you are little among the thousands of Judah,

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 

The One to be Ruler in Israel,

Whose goings forth are from of old,

From everlasting."      NKJV

   Every Jew living in Israel had to go back to the town or village of his origin in order to register.  The entire population was in upheaval as people shifted from town to town in compliance with the Roman ordinance.  Anne Graham Lotz

   Historians say it took a full two years and possibly longer to move everyone and get the machinery of enrollment in motion. The Facts of Christmas,  E. L. D. Austin
Luke 2:6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

   …while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. They evidently had no relatives in Bethlehem, since family would have been duty-bound to take them in.   Luke doesn’t say she gave birth the very night they arrived.  However, the fact she brought the baby forth herself and they laid Him in a manger implies she might have delivered that first night.  Had Joseph had more time he would have tried to find help and better accomodations.

    And she brought forth her firstborn Son…  Only she and Joseph were there to pick up her little newborn baby, cradle Him, and gaze into His little face knowing they were holding the Son of the Highest, their long awaited Messiah.  

   …wrapped Him in swaddling cloths…  Swaddling clothes were long strips of cloth much like the grave clothes in which the dead were wrapped.  Even if Mary had brought along blankets, she wasn’t prepared for the cold.  She wrapped him like a mummy in those strips so his little hands and feet wouldn’t wiggle out. He was a little baby that could get cold.  How perfectly human He was – God manifest in the flesh!

   …laid Him in a manger… The account does not say Jesus was born in a stable, it just says they laid Him in a manger.  The inns in Bethlehem kept their animals in rude caves in the side of the hills.  A cave would mean one side wasn’t covered; it was open to the elements.  And it was open to all who came.  Jesus was available to all in His birth; He was available to all in His ministry; and He is available to all in His death.  He was not born in a house with closed door, nor did He reside during His years of ministry in a house with closed doors. 

   He could have entered the world in power and great glory (and He will the second time).  But this time, He came in the weakest way possible, as a baby.  He came to take upon Himself human flesh, to inhabit the body that was prepared for Him, to be made in the likeness of man so He could give His blood as payment for the sins of the world.
   Can you picture a lowlier birthplace than a cave for animals on a cold night with just a young mother and her husband?

Luke 2:8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

   …shepherds…God bypassed the great religious leaders of the nation, the priests and rabbis, the scribes and the Pharisees.  Instead, God announced His Son’s birth to lowly shepherds.  Some might think that this magnificent concert was “wasted” on an audience of such low standing.  Had a promoter known that this choir was going to appear, he could have booked the biggest auditorium in Jerusalem.  But in this case, God who sees into the heart, chose the audience. He deemed these lowly outcast shepherds, keeping watch over their sheep on a lonely hillside that night, to be exactly the ones He wanted to be the recipients of His big announcement.  And they were faithful recipients of the news as we later read they told everyone!
      …shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Even though we do not know the date of Christ’s birth, it must not have been the dead of winter or the shepherds would not have been out at night with their sheep.
   The world was at an especially bleak time of darkness in its history.  The known world was oppressed by a tyrant and in despair.  There was no hope, especially in the lives of these shepherds.  They may have been talking amongst themselves that very night about the promised Messiah.

   Shepherds appeared to be sitting idly by their flocks but in fact were keeping a sharp lookout for anything or anyone who might harm the sheep entrusted to their care.  In the distance, the lights from the town could be seen and the noisy commotion heard of more people arriving than the town could hold.  Anne Graham Lotz
Luke 2:9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 

   …an angel of the Lord stood before them…  We always picture the angel of the Lord as hovering above them in the night sky, but Luke tells us that he stood on the ground before them.

   …the glory of the Lord shone around them … What did the shepherds see in addition to the angels?  They saw the glory of the Lord; it shone around them.  The greatest light these men had ever seen at night was a campfire, now they saw the sky lit up with the glory of God.  The glory of the Lord would surely be even more impressive than a multitude of angels. 
   …greatly afraid.  The glory of the Lord has caused great fear in the heart of man from Moses on down to the shepherds. 

Luke 2:10 Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.” 

   “…I bring you good tidings of great joy…”  The shepherds heard a voice that rang with authoritative intensity yet thrilling clarity as the angel spoke words of unspeakable joy to them.  
   “…which will be to all people.”   The good news was to all people, not just the Jews.  
Luke 2:11 “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

   “…born…”   Just think, God the Son agreed to put Himself inside the body of a little baby.  We all know how helpless a little baby is. Jesus put Himself into the hands of that which He had created.  How can we understand that?  As the Psalmist says in Psalm 139:6, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, it is so high I can not attain unto it.”  How can we grasp the fact that God would do such a thing to redeem sinful man?

    “…to you…”  The angel makes this message very personal to the shepherds – For “there is born to you this day.”  These shepherds were believers.  They had been waiting and watching for the coming Messiah.

   “…this day…”  In had been 4,000 years since the Messiah was first promised.  And now this day, this very day He was born.  What absolutely awesome news.  If any of us are alive when Christ returns the second time, will it not be an awesome event also!
   “…who is Christ the Lord.”  In the past, God had sent other saviors to His people.  Some (Samuel and Samson) whose births were even foretold.  But this Savior was going to be different.  He was going to be Christ the Lord.  Christ means Messiah, the Promised One.  But Lord means rightful ruler, the one in charge.

   The Jews needed a savior.  They needed deliverance from the Romans.  But the angels said this is a special Savior.   This is Christ the Lord.   This Savior was God Himself.  The angel had told Joseph from what He would save His people. Was it from the Romans?  No, it was from a much greater enemy – their own sins.

Luke 2:12 “And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
 "Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"  
  “…this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths…”  Some feel it was customary to wrap babies in long strips of cloth, swaddling clothes – but if that were true, then it would hardly have been called a sign.

  “…with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God…”  Consider the visions from God that man had seen up to this time: Jacob’s ladder with angels ascending and descending; Moses seeing the back side of God; Elisha’s servant seeing the army of God on the mountain; Mary and Joseph were each surprised by an angel. Yet, how much greater was the sight that the shepherds saw!  
   Sometime when you’re looking up at the stars some night – just imagine every star becoming an angel and saying together “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"  There was never a choir like this before in the history of man.  Never in human history was there a birth announcement that equaled this, but never was another born who was so great.  The son of no other ruling monarch was as grand as the Son of this King who had entered the world that night as a little baby.

   …and saying… Not singing. There is no account in the Bible of angels singing.  Many feel they cannot.  That should make some of us feel much more angelic all the time.

   Can you imagine the amazement of these angels who had seen God create man out of dirt; then, had witnessed his rebellion from Adam to the days of Noah to the present?  They surely watched in astonishment as the Great God of the Universe (their creator, too) took upon Himself the flesh of one of those frail, unpredictable human beings.
Luke 2:15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us." 
   …when the angels had gone away…  As the angelic choir returned to its heavenly home, the night resumed its normal appearance.  But something was very different.  An electrified excitement – the climax of generations of hope permeated the stillness of the night. Anne Graham Lotz
   "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us."  The grandeur of the angel’s appearance and the faith in their Old Testament prophets left no room for doubt or unbelief in the hearts of those shepherds. They left their sheep.  If you are called to leave all earthly possessions behind to follow the Savior, then let’s do it and now!  It’s worth it.
   The shepherds took one look at each other and knew they could not remain where they were.  They were compelled by the revelation of God’s glory to investigate what the Lord had said to them through the angel’s message.

   They must have run at breakneck speed across the field, stumbling over rocks and bushes in the darkness, reaching the outskirts of the little town out of breath, with hearts pounding in excited rhythm.  Did they fan out through the street, shouting to each other, “you take that street; I’ll take this one!  Check every stable!  Check every manger!  If you find one with a baby in it, give the signal, and the rest of us will come.  Quickly!”  As they searched the village, how long did it take them to find the little stable behind the inn where there was indeed a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger, just as that angel had said?  Anne Graham Lotz
Luke 2:16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

   …found… Did their sudden entrance startle the man standing guard over a young woman who had obviously just given birth?  Before Joseph could step forward to defend his charges, did the shepherds excitedly explain, “Sir, we don’t mean to intrude.  But sir, you won’t believe what we just saw!  We were just minding our business, keeping our flocks out in the pasture beyond the town, when an angel appeared to us and told us a baby had been born.  Not just any baby, but The Baby, The Savior, The Promised Seed – the angel said the babe was wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger in this town.  And sir, we’ve been up and down this whole village, and your baby is the only baby we can find in a manger.  Sir, we don’t want to bother you.  We just want to see The Baby, could we please?”  Anne Graham Lotz
   …Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.   The shepherds came forward to peer into the manger in rough homespun clothes, smelling of sheep and campfire smoke.  They looked down at the tiny form lying on the hay.  The Baby’s hair was still damp from birth; His dark little eyelashes curled against His chubby cheeks as He slept peacefully.  His little rosebud mouth moving silently from time to time as though He had much to say, but not yet.  
   Did the shepherds know then that they were gazing into the very face of God? They were!  Anne Graham Lotz
   Can you imagine the young couple’s wonderment when they realized whom God chose to tell about His arrival?  Why the lowly shepherds?  Who were they?  What was so special about them?  Then when these shepherds told Mary and Joseph about seeing the multitude of heavenly hosts and the glory of God, what joy and amazement must have filled their hearts.

Luke 2:17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 

    …they made widely known…  The Lord calls each of us to our own special place for the same purpose as the shepherds – to make widely known the sayings concerning Jesus.   No, we haven’t seen a vision such as this, but we can be just as convinced in our hearts as the shepherds were that Jesus is the only way.  Paul says in Colossian 1:28-29, “Christ … (whom) we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  To this end I also labor…”  NKJV

   …the saying which was told them concerning this Child. The shepherds certainly told everyone exactly what the angels had said to them.  They could not keep this Good News to themselves.
Luke 2:18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.

   And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  I’m sure all those who heard it and marveled did not forget this miraculous account 30 years later when Jesus began to do His miracles.  Many who only marveled in the beginning may have later become ardent followers.  But the seed was planted that night. 

   But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.  Only Mary would have known how she thought of these things over and over in her heart.  Luke must have heard the story straight from her.  

   It would not be an easy thing to keep these things hidden from everyone. A proud person boasts.  How difficult it must have been to listen to trivial conversation, when she was aware of this great secret hidden in her heart.   She was truly a humble woman.

Luke 2:20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

   …glorifying and praising God…  When we encounter the Lord in a real way, praise and worship must overflow from our hearts to the Lord.  When is the last time you met with Him and your heart just abounded in praise and worship.  May that happen to us daily!

   This whole account gives us insight into the way God worked then and the way He works now.  

· We are impressed by the big things; God uses small things.  

· We are impressed by men of great reputation and honor; God uses the lowly and the humble.  

· We are impressed with mighty power; God uses that which appears to be weak and insignificant.

   We, as Good News Club teachers, have a ministry to a group that does not contain one doctor or lawyer or scientist or mathematician.   They have little means; not one even receives minimum wage.  They have very little control over the circumstances of their lives.  But we are called to go to them with His Word and pour our lives out in their behalf for God delights in using the small and insignificant for His glory.
   The precious seeds planted now will grow!  Your faithfulness will produce a great harvest. Do not let “naysayers” discourage you in reaching children!  Listen to Surgeon: 
   “God’s promises are sure to be fulfilled.  If He plants a tree, 
    He will cause it to flourish. There seems to be much against the children.  
They are exposed to many perils when first planted.
Indeed in the early childhood of the Christian life, we undergo a world of trial.

   We have many weaknesses, 

we are exposed to the bleak atmosphere of this present evil world, 

the chances are all against us.

But there is no chance with God

   What He plants is sure to take root.

If He says it shall flourish, flourish it will.

Satan may seek to tear it up;

the foxes may try to spoil the vines;


there maybe chilling winds;

there may be long droughts;

the sun may seek to smite it by day,

and the moon by night;


But God hath promised that it shall flourish, and flourish it must;

therefore I invite you, laborers in the harvest, be very hopeful.




See to it that you plant rightly,





And then depend confidently upon His Word



    


 That what you have rightly planted, will flourish.”






Charles Hadden Spurgeon
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