LIFE OF CHRIST I   LESSON 4 – Jesus Obeys His Heavenly Father

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

 Luke 2:40-52

Memory Verse:   Philippians 2:13  

 … for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

Motions to Memory Verse:

for it is God – Point up

who works –  One fist on top the other twisting. 

in you – Point to self.
both to will – Make “W” with right hand and hit in the palm of left hand.
and to do – Hands open extending out as though you are offering your hands to God.
for His good pleasure – Forefingers making smile and extending up to God.
   The theme of our lesson today is obedience.  Before we talk about teaching the children obedience, let’s talk about obedience in our lives as teachers.  

   Ezra (Ezra 7:10) set his heart to: 

· Study the law

· Do it 

· Teach its statues and ordinances to the people.

   First, we are to study the word.  The next step is to put into practice, to obey what we have studied.  Can this step be bypassed?  Yes, it can and is by many teachers.  But the result is a lack of power and conviction in our teaching.  God is the one who blesses our words and uses them to work mightily in the lives of those who hear.  We want to be clean vessels, fit for His use. And also, since we are judged according to knowledge (Rom. 2), God holds teachers to a stricter judgment:  Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment (James 3:1) – another convincing reason to be a doer of the word and not a hearer only (James 1:22). 
   Of the three above steps, which is the hardest?  Without doubt, to “do” it, to obey, to live out God’s teachings on a practical level!  
   What is the biggest enemy of living a life of obedience?  It is self-will! Who has God put in your life that you are to obey? Boss, husband, God Himself? Would you characterize your response to their authority figures as instant, joyful, and complete or guarded, according to your own schedule, and doing only what you deem necessary? 
   Children learn by example. Did Jesus have a good example of obedience in His earthly home? Unquestionably! Both Joseph and Mary obeyed God instantly, joyfully, and completely.  Are you a good example to those who are watching you?

   The question has been asked whether Jesus as a child had the same knowledge He did as a man.  When was it that He realized who He was and why He had come to this earth?  Our story today helps answer some of these questions.

   There are pictures of Jesus doing miracles as a child.  One picture is of Him healing a little bird and watching it fly away. That probably never happened. The Bible says that the beginning of His signs was changing water into wine.  Furthermore, no one suspected He was the Son of God in His hometown, not even His brothers.  Just one incident would have been memorable and put awe in the minds of those who saw it.

   Can you imagine the self-restraint and discipline that was needed to hold back from testing your abilities – just to see if you really had them?  
Luke 2:40-52

Luke 2:40 And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him. 

    …the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom…   Luke was the one who spoke with Mary about Jesus’ early years.  Luke presents Jesus as a normal, growing child. The grace of God was upon the Lord Jesus and He grew (physically), became strong in spirit (spiritually), and was filled with wisdom (mentally).  God’s plan was for Him to grow up like any other human boy. The wisdom that He had known from ages past came back gradually through study of the Scriptures and the grace of God.  Jesus had taken upon Himself a human body.  In that body, He grew and learned as everyone does.

   A Jewish child’s education began in his home.  His parents were his first teachers.  Certainly Joseph and Mary would not be less assiduous than other parents in the task of instructing their Child.  And He was an apt pupil, “making progress in wisdom and age.”

   At the age of six or seven years, a Jewish boy was sent to the elementary school, which was a part of the Synagogue, to study the Book of the Law.

   It was also required of every Jewish father that he should teach his son some honest trade, failing to do so was the same as if he taught him robbery. “Hate not laborious work” was the precept of one of Israel’s wise men; and even the Rabbis had their handicrafts (e.g. Paul and his tent making). David Smith, In the Days of His Flesh
   Like every Jewish lad, Jesus was put to work; and very naturally, He followed Joseph’s craft.  As He worked alongside Joseph as a carpenter, He learned to deal with customers.  Were some difficult?  Did some fail to pay?  Did they ask for one thing and in the end want another?  Furthermore, fashioning the ploughs and yokes in His early years later furnished him with material for heavenly parables.  
      Jesus grew, but did he learn? Most definitely! He didn't start out from infancy with all knowledge.  He had "emptied himself" of omniscience when He became a man (Phil. 2:7). As toddlers, humans learn by observing, by trial and error. Language is learned by imitation and correction. Responsibility is learned by parental rules and enforcement until those rules – and eventually those values – become internalized. Did Jesus learn this way, too? Most think that He did. 
   Believing that Jesus learned like any other human child doesn't conflict with our belief in his sinlessness (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:26; 1 John 3:5). Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
   …the grace of God was upon Him.  Though Jesus had to learn like the rest of us, He was specially gifted by God. This verse tells us that He was "filled with wisdom" and that "the grace of God was upon him" – that is, God blessed Him in what He was doing. Here, the common Greek noun ‘charis,’ grace seems to mean “a beneficent disposition toward someone, favor, grace, gracious care/help, goodwill." Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 
Luke 2:41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 

   His parents went to Jerusalem every year…  All males were to go to Jerusalem three times a year to offer sacrifices and to worship.  Their families would go, too. It was 80 – 100 miles from Nazareth to Jerusalem.  If you asked a good Jewish family, “What did you do on your vacation this year?”  The answer would always be the same, “We went to Jerusalem to worship God!”

Luke 2:42 And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 

   This is the one isolated incident from the boyhood of Jesus recorded for us by Dr. Luke.
   …when He was twelve years old…  In the Jewish culture, then and now, at twelve years of age a young boy would become a son of the law – bar mitzvah.  This was considered the transition between childhood and manhood. He would enter the court of the temple to watch the sacrifices for the first time. (Women and children were not allowed to enter this area.)
   …they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. Psalm 122 describes the joy with which a young Israelite of old obeyed the summons to join the festal company, and the wonder which filled his soul when at last his feet stood within the gates of the ancient capital and his eyes beheld the sacred Temple. Even such would be the emotion of the youthful Jesus on this memorable occasion.  Often He had heard Joseph describe the temple sacrifices.  He had longed for the day when He should go and see it with His own eyes; and now, at length, His desire was fulfilled.  David Smith, In the Days of His Flesh
    He was able to walk with all the pilgrims, join the swelling crowds, hear the stories, and be included as a man. He sang the songs of Zion as He approached the Gates of Jerusalem! He saw the animals, the traders, and the markets! He saw the great building project that King Herod had started twenty years earlier. It was a magnificent sight! He smelled the incense coming up from the Altar of Incense before the Holy of Holies! He saw the aged men praying, chanting and rocking their heads, and heard the bleating of the animals and the scrape of the knife! It thrilled His heart as it did all of the faithful Jewish men, young and old.  Unknown source
Luke 2:43 When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it;
   …the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem.  Jesus wanted to know more about what this sacrifice meant so He stayed afterwards to talk to those who studied the law.   His only thought was to be in [His] Father’s house.  It was more than just curiosity.  This was the specific business He had been sent to do.  Some scholars feel that it was at this time Jesus recognized that the purpose of His earthly life was to be the sinless Lamb that would be offered in payment for the sins of the world.  

   It would be staggering for an adult to realize that this was his purpose in life, let alone a young boy of twelve.

   It was no wonder He missed the caravan back to Nazareth.  We don’t know the details, but we do know He did not disobey His parents.  We’ve all missed connections with our family through miscommunication and in the end it was no one’s fault.

   He did not sin.  Sin is an attitude of going your own way.  He was not going His own way; He was seeking to know what God’s way for Him was to be on this earth. 
Luke 2:44 but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day's journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 

   …supposing Him to have been in the company… Pilgrims to the feast in Jerusalem usually traveled in a large party or caravan (Greek sunodia), since a person traveling by himself was in danger from bandits who would swoop down on lone travelers. The caravan was made up of many of Mary and Joseph's friends and relatives from Galilee, and they naturally supposed that Jesus was somewhere in the crowd. 
   Some think the men and the women traveled in separate bands in the caravan, the children accompanying either parent.  Jesus’ absence would alarm neither Joseph nor Mary since each would suppose that He was with the other.  

Luke 2:45 So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 

   So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him.   It was not until the caravan halted at the end of the first day’s march that Joseph and Mary missed Jesus.  Not finding Him among their friends and relatives, they prepared to return to Jerusalem.  It was surely a sleepless night for them. Early in the morning, they hurried back inquiring and looking for Him all along the road in case He might have lagged behind.  But not a trace of their lost Child did they discover until they reached Jerusalem.
   We can only imagine their distress as they wondered where He could be.
Luke 2:46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 

   …after three days they found Him …  It took Joseph and Mary three days before they found their son.  They had traveled a full day from Jerusalem.  It took them a second day to travel back to the city.  On the third day they found Jesus in the temple. 
   …sitting in the midst of the teachers…  Sometimes we hear this passage explained as if Jesus were teaching the teachers, but that misunderstands the context. The listeners would be sitting on the ground at the feet of the teachers, who were also seated. The rabbinical style of teaching used questions on the part of the students, from which discussion would rise.  Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
   …both listening to them and asking them questions.  This was not a smart-alecky pre-teen challenging his elders.  This was a young man who was growing in wisdom and understanding.  He came as a learner.  He listened; He asked questions.  Jesus was finally able to discuss the Torah, the sacred writings with world-class scholars (unlike those in Nazareth)!  Surely His heart burned within Him as He pondered the subtleties of their answers. 
   And all who heard Him were astonished The Greek word is ‘existemi,’ "be amazed, be astonished, of the feeling of astonishment mingled with fear, caused by events which are miraculous, extraordinary, or difficult to understand." Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
   His parents and everyone who heard were deeply astonished as they listened to Jesus converse with the teachers of the Law.  All present marveled at the depth of knowledge that Jesus demonstrated. Never before had a young boy had such comprehension and insight.  The teachers of the law gathered around Him.  There was only one of Him, but many of them.  Yet, He was not intimidated when outranked and outnumbered. 
  …at His understanding and answers  "Understanding" is the Greek noun ‘sunesis,’ "the faculty of comprehension, intelligence, acuteness, shrewdness."  Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
   In the course of this three-day discussion, this intense boy of twelve was both listening and asking probing, insightful questions that indicated to all His depth of understanding. Jesus would ask them questions. He would listen to their answers. They, in turn, quizzed Him and were astonished at His understanding and answers.  
   You can only wonder if some of these teachers remembered this incident many years later when a young man came upon the scene performing signs and wonders, claiming God as His Father, and teaching with power and authority.
Luke 2:48 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously."

   “…why have You done this to us?
   “…Your father and I have sought You anxiously.”    Have you ever lost a child?  If you have, you know the fear that invades a parent’s heart.

 Luke 2:49 And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?" 

   And He said to them… Children can be perverse, deceitful, and manipulative. But I don't think that is what we see here. I believe we see a somewhat naive, twelve-year-old, who is so engrossed in discussing and learning the Scriptures that He hadn't realized the caravan had left without Him. He had found a place to sleep, perhaps, with friends who hadn't gone home so early. Perhaps He didn't believe that His parents would have gone home without Him – they must still be in Jerusalem. Maybe, when He discovered they had already left, He decided to stay put where they could find Him. And, surely, they should know where to find Him – in the Temple, in His Father's house. Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
   "Why did you seek Me?”   These are the first recorded words of Jesus in the Bible. The boy Jesus seemed a bit surprised that His parents had to search for Him at all. Shouldn't they understand where He would be?  Didn’t they realize that He would be in His Father’s house?  He could not understand that they would not know how important it was for Him to hear every word He could about His Father’s will for Him. 
   “Did you not know that I must be The Greek word translated "had to be" (NIV) or "must be" (KJV) is the Greek infinitive ‘dei,’ "to be under necessity of happening, it is necessary, one must, one has to, denoting compulsion of any kind." We see this word used a number of times in Luke to indicate Jesus' inner compulsion to seek out His destiny (4:43; 9:22; 13:33; 17:25; 19:5; 22:37; 24:7; 24:26; 24:44; 24:46). Jesus must be in His Father's house. He must be learning so that He might teach. He must!

   …about My Father's…   This was a turning point in Jesus' life. Mary had spoken about your father (verse 48) as referring to Joseph. Jesus answered that it was God who was His Father.  He was the Son of Yahweh, the King of Heaven and Earth who sat on a throne up in glory.   At this point, He knew who He was. He was the one and only Son of God sent down to Earth with a mission – a mission to be the Savior of the entire world! 

   Previously in Scriptures, God was not called Father.  Jesus was the first to use that term of familiarity.  One reason the Pharisees hated Jesus so much and charged Him with blasphemy was this relationship that He had with His Father.  The parent idea was new to the Jews and was considered blasphemous.

   We call God our Father as we have been adopted as sons and are joint heirs with Christ.  Christ opened up that relationship to us.  
   …business?”   An alternate translation could be My Father’s house (see NASV, NIV, NLB, RSV) instead of My Father’s business (see NKJ, KJV).  
   Jesus was finally able to be about His Father's business in His Father's House.  Being twelve years old, for the first time He had witnessed the Passover sacrifice.  Most think it was at this time that the young boy Jesus began to realize who He was and what His mission on this earth was to be.  Someday He was to be that lamb, slain for the sins of the people.

   Jesus was not being disobedient; He was awestruck by the realization of the mission that lay before Him.  He wanted to find out all He could from these men who had thoroughly studied the Scriptures.  What had been written about Him in the Law and the prophets?   What had David foretold in the Psalms?  What had the other prophets added?

   Can you imagine how this must have added a somber note to His life?  His purpose was set. There were many prophesies to fulfill.  He must accomplish all that was written about Him.  He must set His heart to be that sin sacrifice.  

   Shouldn’t God’s purpose and goals of our lives be as consuming to us as it was to Jesus?  Is it possible for a twelve year old to begin to seek after God’s purposes for his life today?  One of the banes of our society is that our young men are seeking after pleasure rather than after God. 

Luke 2:50 But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. 

   But they did not understand…     He thought His parents would understand.  But they did not.  Mary had no clue why this offering of the lamb would so intrigue her Son.  She knew He was God’s Son, but His mission was not clear to her at this time.  She certainly had her own ideas of how He would save the world but dying as a sin sacrifice was not one of them. Mary did not understand until years later when she saw Him resurrected.

   Just as Mary and Joseph did not understand everything about their son and what His mission was in this life, so we are continually learning about Jesus and what His mission means for our daily lives. We also continue to grow in our own faith and understanding of Jesus and His Word. 

Luke 2:51 Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart. 

   He went down with them…  This passage gives us a glimpse of the tension that Jesus was feeling at age twelve.   In His heart, Jesus was sensing His call to obey His heavenly Father; and yet, He was still under the authority of His earthly father.  It is rather amazing that Jesus would return home to Nazareth and submit to parents who, though they loved him, had no real grasp of who He was and what He was called to do. Yet He did submit and obey them because that was God's plan for the present.  Jesus was to learn that part of the obedience to His heavenly Father involved submitting another eighteen years to His earthly parents.   
   His parents said, "You have to come home now!" What do you think He must have been feeling at that point? I can see Him opening His mouth as if to give some brilliant answer. But then a still small voice speaks to Him, and says, "Jesus, you need to go home." It was the voice of His Father whom He knew so well.  Would He be tempted to say, "Oh no....No God, No, No! Anywhere but Nazareth, No!" But He did one of the most difficult things of His young life, He returned with His earthly parents and stayed through all the young adult years when a young man most wants to be independent and spread his own wings.   Unknown source
  His honoring Mary and Joseph led to the blessings of wisdom and growth.  The next eighteen years were spent living an ordinary, regular life as a carpenter.   Robert Brow 
   …and was subject to them…  Many of us have learned that it is difficult to submit to those who aren't as intelligent as we are, or as spiritually acute. It can be hard. It can be grating. But it is also necessary – at least for a time – so that God can work on other things in our lives. It was necessary for Jesus at this time. The call was there, but it was not yet time to fulfill it. He must wait, learn, grow, and prepare Himself for that time when He would enter into His ministry.  Jesus went home and was obedient to His earthly parents for many years, even though He was God.  As a young man who comes into his own persona, it is difficult to be subject to even the godliest of parents and yet Jesus did so. He left the bright stares and astonished eyes of the world-class scholars.  He turned His back on fame! He turned away from being the world prodigy, to being just Jesus – the son of the carpenter, from the Northern Kingdom.  In the wisdom of His Great Heavenly Father, Jesus was stuck in that little backwater, hick, no-count town of Nazareth. Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
   Jesus was subject to His parents.  This is interesting in the light of the fact that young people today are rebelling and are demanding to be heard.  They say we ought to listen to them.  I have listened to them and I have not heard them say anything yet, regardless of all the publicity they are given on the television and radio.  I personally do not think a college student has much to say.  He is still wet behind his ears, regardless of his I.Q.  The information he has been given is limited and biased, and he does not have the experience to evaluate it.  It is remarkable to see that Jesus as a boy, who knew He was the Son of God, obeyed His parents and subjected Himself to them.  J. Vernon McGee

    He was learning obedience through this.  We learn obedience through the things that we suffer.  When we are placed in hard circumstances, we learn to obey God though everything within us wants to go another way.  We must often submit to those who are our inferiors. Don't be surprised if you are called to submit to an employer, patriarch, spouse, or military commander who is your spiritual, mental, or moral inferior. That, too, is part of Christian discipleship. 

   This is the last mention of Joseph in the Gospels.  Jesus is referred to as "the carpenter's son" (Matthew 13:55) so He must have continued in Joseph’s carpentry business.  Meanwhile Jesus continued His Old Testament studies, perhaps with the help of a local rabbi. It was eighteen long years later at the age of thirty that Jesus was able to leave the carpentry business. When He moved away to Capernaum (Matthew 4:13), He was soon recognized as qualified to teach as a rabbi, and began His ministry in the synagogues of Galilee (Matthew 9:35). Robert Brow (www.brow.on.ca).
   …but His mother kept all these things in her heart. How do you raise a son whom you believe to be the Messiah? That would be hard enough. But how could she understand that she was raising the Son of God Himself? A boy, who, when He called God His Father, meant it literally! Mary could not take all this in. Perhaps if she had, she would have been completely paralyzed by self-consciousness. But she treasured those moments and pondered them in her heart.

Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom [mental] and stature [physical], and in favor with God [spiritual] and men [social]. 

   Again, Luke recorded that Jesus had a normal human childhood.  In every area the Lord Jesus Christ was growing into perfect manhood. Growth takes time. Jesus went through the same period of childhood and adolescence that we must. Sometimes we're in such a hurry to get on with life that we are tempted to skip the growing up part. God is not in such a hurry. He is more interested in the process of spiritual growth than just its eventual achievement. He is with you, training you, parenting you, helping you as you grow in Him. 
   …Jesus increased… Jesus advanced with conscious effort.  He disciplined Himself to study the law. He learned.
    …in wisdom… The wisdom, that was His from all eternity, came back gradually as He applied Himself to the application of God’s Word. Are we teaching our children to seek after wisdom?
   …and stature…  God’s plan was for Him to grow up like any other human boy.  He got taller with each passing year.

   …favor with God… Favor is the same word, ‘charis,’ that is translated "grace" in verse 40. Jesus was favored by God, His Father. We must have God's favor and grace upon us or we are nothing and will amount to nothing. 

   As Moses said: "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?" (Exodus 33:15-16)

   …and men.  Unlike John the Baptist, whose rough manner wasn't particularly attractive, Jesus gained favor with people. They liked Him. They were attracted to Him.   

   We need God's grace upon us. Ultimately, we are not dependent upon our skills or our wits, but upon God's grace. We can go far in this world on our native, God-given abilities. But to succeed in the Kingdom we need – we must have – God's favor upon us.  It is imperative that we have His grace, His anointing, His gifting. 

   At twelve, Jesus said, “I must get started.”  At what age should our children get started on their God given mission in life?   Our youth pastor is keeping his children out of sports because he thinks it is such a time waster.  He does not want his children to look back on their high school years and say I played in this sport and was in this tournament.  He wants them to look back and say, “I discipled this person and they are still walking with the Lord.”  “I was in that growth group and it really changed my life!”  He wants them to get started serving the Lord.

   What about us?  Is it hard to get started studying sometimes?  Teaching these children is our Father’s business.  Next time you feel a little exhausted, get a good night’s sleep and wake up with the words of Jesus on your lips – “I must be about my Father’s business, today!”

   Finally, at the age of thirty, the age of full adulthood in their society, Jesus was able to start His ministry. His mission was to set off a revolution that would rock the world to its foundation! Jesus had a radical call on His life! A life of three short years of public ministry that were filled with conflict, struggle, people who profoundly misunderstood Him, and times that tested His character – a character that had been shaped by thirty years of seeking after God in obscurity.

   In America, we want to be special! Yet, that isn't the message here.  The message here is that God blesses the ordinary! God has extraordinary purposes for our life, but the reality is, most of our lives are totally ordinary, and that is good. Abraham Lincoln once said, " God must love common people for He has made so many of them."

   God has made so many ordinary situations, that we spend most of our time being completely ordinary. Don't shy away from the mundane, from the everyday, or commonplace, for God has blessed and honored each ordinary moment of our life. God intends to form us, and prepare us for whatever extraordinary life that He has for us to do with a lot of ordinary living. So don’t be afraid of being ordinary, of being normal.  Let us leave the greatness and the impact of our lives in God's hands!

   Remember the words at Jesus' baptism?  God spoke from Heaven and said, "This is my Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." 

   It was God saying, "I know how tough it was for you Jesus, but well done. You have just lived an ordinary life, and you know what it is like to be fully human now don't you? Okay, now go get them!" And, for three short years, He did.  Source Unknown
   May I turn my eyes to the duties of today, to the simple tasks of preparing food, cleaning the house, making phone calls, disciplining children, talking with friends, and raking the yard.  Forgive me for my compulsion to be significant, to be special in the eyes of others. Help me to simply be who God wants me to be, and be thankful for the person He created me to be. 
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