LIFE OF CHRIST II    LESSON 1 – Jesus Turns Water to Wine

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

John 2:1-11

Memory Verse:    Isaiah 26:4

Trust in the LORD forever,

             For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.
Motions to Memory Verse:

Trust in the LORD – Clasp hands together tightly (to trust is to strongly believe Him).
forever – Use the pointer finger of your right hand and make a 

continuous small circle in the air. (A circle never ends. It goes on forever.)
For in YAH, the LORD – Sign for God.

is everlasting – Same as "forever" above. 
strength – Show muscles. 
John 2:1-11

   Christ began His ministry on this earth at a wedding.  He will conclude it, as far as the church is concerned, with a wedding.  At the marriage supper of the Lamb, the church will be presented to Him as a bride. J. Vernon McGee
John 2:1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.

   …there was a wedding… William Barclay in his The Gospel of John gives a description of the wedding customs of that day:  

   After the evening wedding ceremony, guests would escort the bridegroom and his bride under a portable canopy to their new home, with torches illuminating the way.  As the procession wound through the village streets along the most indirect route, friends, neighbors, and passersby would shower the newly married couple with blessings and congratulatory best wishes.  When they finally arrived at home, instead of going off on a honeymoon, they would hold an open house for several days of joyful festivities.  The bride and bridegroom would entertain lavishly and be treated like a king and queen, their word would be law, and they would be honored at a series of parties, dinners and feasts.  

   …Cana… Cana was the home of Nathanael and it was close to Nazareth.  
   …Galilee.   Galilee was not known for being an intellectual hub; yet, Christ’s disciples, except Judas Iscariot, were all from Galilee.  It was by the Sea of Galilee that Jesus selected the twelve that He called apostles.  

 John 2:2 Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." 

   …both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. The disciples who came to Jesus from following John the Baptist were surely surprised at the difference in lifestyles between John and Jesus.  John shunned society; he lived in the desert while Jesus attended weddings.  

   And when they ran out of wine…  Wedding celebrations in those days could last a week.  The whole village would celebrate.  The reputation of the bridegroom was at stake to provide the appropriate resources.   Apparently, these young newlyweds were of modest means, maybe even poor.  Maybe they had made minimum provision for their guests, hoping for the best or possibly more people attended the wedding feast than anticipated.  Whatever the case, the bridegroom was responsible for the food and wine for his guests and the wine had run out before the festivities had ended.  In that culture and time, to run out of anything was an insult to the neighbors and an embarrassment to the host.  Embarrassed and humiliated was not the way for a young couple to begin their lives.  This was a crisis that had to be dealt with.   

   How, I wonder, was the shortage discovered?  Did one of the waiters search the kitchen in vain for another jug from which to refill his pitcher, only to find them all empty?  Did he slip purposefully back into the banquet hall, urgently sharing the dilemma with his fellow servants?  Did the servants stiffen with shock, turn white with dread, then redden as their faces flushed in humiliation? How would they handle the guests who would request more wine when there was none?  Anne Graham Lotz  
   …the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." Mary, the mother of Jesus, was at the wedding, although her role seemed to be more than that of a guest. One gets the impression that the wedding couple were either friends, or possibly related to Mary, and that she was helping with the arrangements, especially the serving of the food and wine. She seemed to be one of the first to know that the wine was running out. She instructed the servants to do whatever Jesus told them to do, and they appeared willing to take her instructions. Bob Deffinbaugh 
   Apparently Jesus had not yet performed a miracle, and we do not know for certain that Mary expected one but many commentators think she did.  John Calvin speculated that she did not expect a miracle, but thought Jesus might be able “to give some pious exhortations which would prevent the guests from feeling uneasiness, and at the same time relieve the shame of the bridegroom.” 
John 2:4 Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." 

   Jesus said to her… Jesus had left His earthly home to embark on His public ministry, thus beginning a new relationship between Himself and His mother. 
   Jesus had lived in submission to His parents as a child (Luke 2:51). It appears that Joseph died prior to our Lord’s adult years, since he is never mentioned after our Lord’s early years. Jesus had honored His mother and lived in submission to her authority, but it was time for that to change. Not only was He a grown man about to set out on His own, He was the Messiah, who would some day establish His kingdom on the earth. He could no longer relate to Mary as He formerly had. He could not allow His submission to His Father to be “overruled” by the requests of His earthly mother. Bob Deffinbaugh
   “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?” As His mother, she might think that she still had some parental authority; yet, as her sovereign God, she has no authority over Him at all! This was what Jesus conveyed with those words.  It is almost as though Mary has said, “Jesus, they are out of wine. We really need to do something,” to which Jesus responds, “Ma’am, what do you mean we?”   Jesus did not say, “No,” and neither did He say, “Yes.” He simply reminded her of the change in their roles and relationship.

   My hour has not yet come.  Every time this phrase is used in John’s gospel, Jesus was referring to His crucifixion, burial and resurrection.  For it is through those events, not in any of His miracles, that His true mission and glory were to be revealed.

   Mary, more than anyone else, was waiting for the day Jesus would reveal Himself.  Some commentators feel that is what the conversation was about between her and the Lord at the marriage feast.  Maybe Mary was waiting for her name to be cleared after all those years.  After all, the home town crowd was there. Her heart ached for the truth to be revealed and her reputation to be cleared.   But the time had not yet come.  Not only did she have the love of a mother for Him, but also her heart’s desire was for others to know His identity as she did.   
   G. Campbell Morgan stated his interpretation of Christ’s response to be:  It was as if He had said: 
   Mother Mine, I know what you want, but you do not understand; there are limitations to your understanding of Me.  Mother of My flesh, dear to My heart, Mother under whose heart My life was enshrined when God prepared for Me My body, you have been watching over Me all My years, and now I seem to be moving out into public work.  You are anxious I shall do something that will reveal the meaning of My personality and mission.

   Mother, I know what you want; you want Me to perform a miracle.  I know the profound secret you have been carrying all these years.  You have lived your whole life under suspicion.  But doing this miracle will not satisfy the hunger of your heart.  It will not produce the effect that you desire.

   Arthur W. Pink insightfully points out that for Jesus, the simple act of supplying the wine for the wedding was a very different thing from what His mother saw.  The performing of this miracle marked an important turning point in His life.  He would then become a public figure.  He would be followed from place to place, thronged by the crowd. He would scarcely have time to eat.  Only while others slept would He have time to talk with His Father.  He would invoke the jealousy of the religious leaders, and be regarded as a public menace.  Later He would be seized as if He were a notorious criminal, falsely accused and sentenced to be crucified.  All of this stood before Him as He was requested to supply the needed wine.  But He did not shrink from His mission.  He had come to do the will of God, no matter what the cost.   Yet, even then the cross challenged Him – thus the reference to His hour had not yet come.  
John 2:5 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 

   "Whatever He says to you, do it." Duly informed, Mary certainly was not offended.  She simply turned to the servants and instructed them, “Whatever He tells you, do it.” She did not argue with Him, for He had made His point, neither did she plead with Him. It seems by her words, that she left her request in His hands to deal with as He saw fit. He might not tell the servants to do anything. Yet, if He did tell them to do something – anything – they should obey.  Bob Deffinbaugh
     God is not pleased with our petty, selfish petitions.  James tells us that our prayers may not be answered because they are self-serving (James 4:3). Many of our prayers are self-serving, and God may not answer them because of this.  But God does care about the little things that trouble us.  Jesus’ first miracle was the solution to a non-critical problem, though in the newlywed couple’s minds, and perhaps in Mary’s, the problem was a little more crucial than we would assess it to be.  But a crisis it was not. 
   There is a lesson to be learned from this miracle. God is concerned with our “non-critical” problems. Prayer is not like calling 911. Some may have the idea that God is like the President of the United States – a person with too many demands on His time, so that He cannot possibly respond to them all. They may think of God as sitting at a large heavenly desk with an array of telephones before him which are all ringing with “prayer requests,” and He is busy answering them all. Who are we to “bother” God with our problems? If this is our idea of God, we are wrong. God is all-powerful and all-knowing. He is never overtaxed by our calling upon Him for help. Bob Deffinbaugh
John 2:6 Now there were set there six water pots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. 

   …according to the manner of purification of the Jews… Such jars were used to store water for cleansing their hands before eating and for washing various cups and pitchers (Mark 7:1-4).  As guests came to the wedding feast, a servant would greet them at the door and, using water from these jars, wash their dusty feet before they entered the home.  Also before the meal, as well as between courses, water from these jars was used for the guests to wash their hands.  The water in those jars was not used for drinking!
   …containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.    Combined, these water pots held 120 to 180 gallons of water.  (There was obviously a lot of wine left over from that wedding.)
John 2:7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the water pots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.

   "Fill the water pots with water." This was against all reason.  They needed wine!  Yes, if you want wine, you begin with water, but water poured onto the grape vines.  The water brings the nutrients up from the roots into the grapes. You also need sunshine, and a bit of pruning. Then when the grapes are harvested, they are dumped into a large vat.  People jump into the vat and trample out the juice.   At the lower end of the wine vat is a hole with a bamboo tube to collect the new wine into specially prepared wine skins. These skins are hung up to ferment, and it takes another three or four years for the really good wine to be ready.  Jesus began with water, but His method of getting wine was much different than the norm.

   And they filled them up to the brim. It seemed a strange thing to do! They could have questioned or resisted.  To spend precious time carrying 180 gallons of water to fill some water pots when wine was desperately needed would take faith.   But the servants did it.   And they filled them to the brim!
   He tells us to do some rather strange things too.  "Love your enemies"   "Forgive seventy times seven"  "Take up your cross"   "Do not fear"  "Follow me!"  - and many, many more.  As hard and bizarre as His instructions may seem, and intense the pressure to ignore them, you need both to hear His voice, and follow Mary's exhortation, "Do whatever he tells you."  If you do, you may be surprised and possibly transformed beyond your wildest expectations! 
John 2:8 And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it. 

   "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast."  Not one of them could have ever imagined that, when the pots had been filled with water, Jesus would then say: "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast."   In absolute unbelief they must have thought, “I know Mary said to do whatever Jesus said, but surely He can’t be serious! We are to serve this “water” to the head steward? When he finds out it is only water, and not wine, we’ll lose our jobs. People will laugh.  We will be criticized.  And if he finds out where this water came from, we’re really in big trouble. What do You take us for?  We may be servants, but not fools.”  Bob Deffinbaugh
   Jesus did not wave his arms over the water pots, commanding the water to become wine. As far as we know, He never even touched the water or the pots. No one present that day could have possibly imagined what was about to happen. 
      And they took it.  One servant must have volunteered, “I’ll do it.  Let me take the pitcher of water to the head table.”  I can imagine all the servants crowding into the doorway of the kitchen leading to the banquet hall, jostling for position with each other to get an unobstructed view of their coworker as he made his way gingerly through the guests to the master of the banquet.  They must have held their collective breath as he carefully poured from the pitcher into the glass.  I wonder as he began to pour if his hand jerked when he saw wine came out.  Was he still staring, bewildered, as the master of the banquet reached out for the glass, lifted it to this lips, and “tasted the wine that had moments ago been water.”  Anne Graham Lotz

   We wonder at what point the water turned to wine and changed color. (Or did it change into white wine so there would be no visual indication of the transformation that had occurred.) 
   The head steward had no idea where his drink came from, but the servants knew. We can only imagine the suspense of those moments between the time the head steward drank the wine and the time he responded. The head steward sniffed the cup, sipped, and then called for the bridegroom – what was he about to say?  Bob Deffinbaugh
   Why did these servants obey?  What made them risk their reputations and their jobs to carry out His instructions?  Surely it wasn’t just because Mary told them to do whatever He said.  There must have been something about Jesus Himself that inspired them to obey.

John 2:9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 10 And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!" 

   When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine… A key to this sign was that the master of the feast tasted the wine, not knowing where it had come from, and proclaimed to all that it was not only wine, but that it was the best wine.  He did not know that a miracle had taken place and that Jesus was involved.  
   …the servants who had drawn the water knew…  Can you imagine the astonishment and surprise of the servants when they overheard what the master of the banquet said to the bridegroom?  The water had been turned into wine!  And not just any wine!  But the best wine served at that wedding!  Do you think they were thrilled that they had willingly followed the orders of Jesus?  Because they were obedient, they had participated in a miracle!  Surely, none of them ever forgot that day! 
   This event pictured the normal outcome of the combination of human and divine activity. Men can fill water jars; but only God can turn water into wine! Men do the ordinary, the commonplace, the usual activity, but God can touch it and bring it to life, thus giving it flavor, fragrance and effect. Bring God into your situation and all the humdrum, commonplace activities are touched with a new power that makes them fragrant, flavorful, enjoyable and delightful, giving joy and gladness to the heart. This was an indication of what the ministry of Jesus was going to be like whenever He touched a human life, not only during His lifetime on earth, but also through the centuries to come – water would be turned into wine! 
   “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior.”  The chief steward thought the bridegroom had engineered a shrewd ploy of holding back the best until last.  But it was Jesus all along.  Those who go to Jesus for help find nothing short of transformation.  Jesus is not into manipulations, maneuvers, tricks or magic.  He so thoroughly changes things beyond our wildest expectations that it sometimes catches us by surprise, so much so, that we, like the steward, miss it altogether and mistake it for something else, or do not believe such a change could happen.
   You have kept the good wine until now! When Jesus turned the water into wine; He turned it into the best wine!  
   Our Lord was able to take that which was less than desirable (for drinking, at least) and make it into a vintage wine, the finest man has ever tasted. He was also able to take fallible men like Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, and Nathanael and make them into apostles. He is able to take the “weak and foolish things of this world” – people like us – and transform us so that people marvel at God’s grace and power. What a wonderful Savior!  Bob Deffinbaugh
   Jesus not only produced something beautiful and blessed in this miracle, but something bountiful. The wine Jesus created was the best ever, but He did not create a small quantity. He produced much more than was needed. Can you imagine the joy of this quite possibly poor married couple being left with over 100 gallons of the finest wine ever? When Jesus fed the 5,000 (Matthew 14:13-21) and again the 4,000 (Matthew 15:32-39), there were plenty of leftovers (14:20; 15:37). God’s blessings are always bountiful. “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38). Bob Deffinbaugh
John 2:11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.
      This beginning of signs…  This was the first miracle Jesus performed.  John called it a sign.  Jesus’ miracles were signs that He was indeed the Son of God.  The purpose of a sign is to reveal something that would otherwise not be known; to manifest a significance that might otherwise be hidden. These signs revealed Jesus’ glory.  John describes such miracles so that we might believe that Jesus is truly the Christ (John 20:31).  Jesus’ miracles were never simply displays of power to impress the masses, but signs that pointed to deeper realities that can only be perceived with the eyes of faith. Jesus referred to His miracles and to His other activity as His ‘work’ or ‘works.’  His work was to manifest the Father.
   This was such a quiet miracle.  Nothing flashy that would have drawn attention to Jesus.  Nothing spectacular that would have announced the Messiah had come, just a quiet changing of water to wine that saved a young bridegroom’s honor and newly wed couple’s marriage.  Anne Graham Lotz

   …manifested His glory…   We wrongly think that if the glory of God is present, it will be some dramatic display of power, one that is visible and spectacular, one that is seen and acknowledged by all.  Yet, the glory of God was manifested in this miracle, even though few recognized it as such. We may be looking for the wrong kind of glory. The glory of God, as I understand the Scriptures, is manifested in and through the saints as they – like their Savior – live humbly and suffer patiently for the sake of Christ and the Gospel (1 Peter 2,  2 Corinthians 3, 4).   Bob Deffinbaugh
   If the head steward or any of the guests had been interviewed and were asked what they thought of the celebration, they probably would have said: “Oh, it was a really nice celebration, and the wine at the last was really something.” Most of the people never knew that a miracle had taken place.  Most likely, this is the way many miracles occur today. They occur in ways that seem so natural that many do not recognize them as supernatural. 
    …His disciples believed in Him.   It seems that only Mary, the servants, and the disciples were aware of what happened.  It appears that the servants knew what happened, but they were not sure exactly how it happened, so they simply kept quiet, scratching their heads with wonder.  We know that Mary already knew and believed that Jesus was the Messiah.  According to John, it was the disciples who believed in Him because of this sign.  

   John does not say that anyone else believed.  Miracles will not produce faith in those whose minds are closed.  Jesus’ glory is manifest to some, but not to others.  If we are to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, we must come to Him with humble and open minds.

   Jesus uses us as water pots today.  We’re just beaten and battered water pots.  We’re not attractive and ought to be pushed to the side and covered up.  But He wants to use us.  He wants to fill us with water.  What is the water?  The water is the Word of God.  He wants to fill you and me with the water of the Word of God.  Then, after He fills us with the water of the Word of God, He wants us to ladle it out.  When we ladle it out – I don’t know how to explain it – but when the water leaves the water pots and gets to those for whom it is destined, it becomes wine.  It becomes the wine of joy through the working of the Holy Spirit.  We are told, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).  The Holy Spirit takes that water and performs a miracle in the life of an individual.  Although I cannot explain it, I often see it take place.  

   Look, when you and I came to Jesus, He didn’t get anything but sinners.  He got old battered water pots.  Jesus wants us to fill our lives with the Word of God, the water, and as it is ladled out, it will become the wine of joy to those around us.  Fill your pots with the Word of God and you will become a great joy to many.   J. Vernon MeGee

Anne Graham Lotz expressed the same thought in similar words.

   Can you imagine the thrill those servants experienced?  It’s the same thrill I’ve experienced again and again as I am acutely conscious of the water I have put into a message – the interrupted prayer time, the scattered thoughts, the flawed outline, the weak delivery – yet wine has flowed forth.  People respond to the message, lives are changed, and the demonstration of the power of God is evident.  No one in the audience knows what this servant knows – that water has gone in, but wine has come out. And as I outwardly lift my hands in praise to God, inwardly I humbly acknowledge what only He and I know – that a quiet miracle has occurred in our midst. Anne Graham Lotz

   Do you have a problem?  Invite Jesus to come in, inform Him of the problem, and allow Him to have full authority.  Seek to be obedient as He speaks to you in His word.  Jesus can make changes where there appears to be no solution.   He invites you to taste and enjoy as you put common, ordinary water in and sparkling, refreshing wine comes out.
   On our own, we are just common pots with little earthly value and certainly no eternal value.  But, praise be to God, as we fill our lives with His precious Word, He will change the very words that come from our mouths into sweet satisfying wine that will flow out to the children and to those around us.
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