            Life of Christ II - Les 1 – Scenes


Turning water to wine 
John 2:1-11

Memory Verse:    Isaiah 26:4

Trust in the LORD forever,

             For in GOD, the LORD, is everlasting strength.
                  
                    [image: image1.emf]


Explain marriages in Jesus day.  Woman prepared clothes, bedding, towels for wedding.  Man earned money.  Groom comes unannounced to take bride.  Big procession throughout the town & people join them for celebration.

Explain water in jars. Pretend to wash feet and hands of several children.  

Veil – hides face of bride.    Jesus came to this earth with a veil; He came disguised.  What was His disguise?  He looked like an ordinary man.  Today, in our story, He does something that would show His disciples that He not just an ordinary man but that He is the Almighty God.   He is the Creator of the Universe.  

Scene 1 – Indoor scene 1
John 2:2 both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding
John Baptist vs. Jesus – same disciples.

Limited invitation of today vs. days of their feasts.

   Groom’s responsibility was to provide food and wine for wedding.

…they ran out of wine…
      During time ran out of wine – very embarrassing for young man.

         Bride would think, “How can he take care of me if he can’t even provide for wedding?”

  Someone else was at wedding, Mary mother of Jesus.

     We think she might have been in charge of the servants or the food & wine


Because most of guests, including bride & groom did not know of problem,


   But Mary not only knew of problem, she was seeking to solve it.


      She most likely knew this family as Cana was very close to Nazareth
Mary did not know what to do.  So who do you think she went to for help?  

   Who could she trust to help her? 

     Who do you go to when you have a problem?  Who do you trust to help you?

         Your friends?  Yourself?  

She went to Jesus.  She was the only one there who knew that Jesus was the Almighty God.

  Mary knew she could trust Jesus with this problem.  She knew He could help her.
Mary told Jesus:  “They have no wine.”  

    She didn’t suggest answers:  Buy some, borrow from neighbors, send guests home
       Mary just stated the problem.  That is what we should do.  Tell Lord our problems.


Tell Him your problem and let Him solve it in His own way.

Now Jesus calls her something different.  

Before this, Jesus had lived at home.  He had been under His mother’s authority. 
 Up to this point He had called her…Mother.

  But He had just been baptized, , voice from Heaven

     Real Father spoke to Him.  This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.

       Holy Spirit landed upon Him like a dove Now who was Jesus following?  
He was following the Holy Spirit.   

John 2:4 "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." 

Calls her Woman – very respectful but was saying I am now about my Father’s business.

   Uses a phrase that only refers to His death, burial, and, resurrection.

      Mary wanted everyone to know He was the Almighty God.
        Many people saw miracles but they did not believe.


The one convincing proof that Jesus was the Son of God was His death, burial, res.


  And that time had not yet come.

Jesus did not say He would or would not do something.

John 2:5 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 

But Mary went to servants and told them to do what Jesus told them to do. 

   If Jesus told you to do something, would you do it?  You know who He is.  Jesus is Almighty.

      But did the servants know who He was.  He looked like an ordinary man.

God will tell you to do things… but through your parents, teacher… Will you do them?
John 2:7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the water pots with water."
Well the Bible tells us that Jesus DID do something.  

    The 6 water pots… told servants to fill them … did they need water? No, they needed wine.

      If you are going to trust Jesus, you are going to have to do things that don’t seem logical.

      
Wait when you’d rather do something; 
    obey parents when you don’t like their advice; 
        pray for enemies when you’d rather tell them off. 

          Do what Jesus asks; trust Him even when it doesn’t look right.

The servants obeyed.  They filled the pots to the brim. 

   Now Jesus asks them to do something harder.  

      "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast."
(Have glass with powder in bottom.  Pour in water.)

  John 2:9 When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. 10 And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!" 

Many were at the wedding; most did not know that a miracle had even occurred.  
    Who knew:  Mary, the disciples, the servants.  
          No one saw the miracle happen, they just saw the change in the water – it became wine.

Jesus took water and changed it into wine!!  Only the Creator could do something like that.     

   Throughout all the centuries, no man has ever had that ability or power.  It is impossible.  It was a miracle – What is a miracle?  When God lays aside the natural laws of the Universe and does something that could not happen without His Almighty power.

Scene 2 – Indoor  Scene 2  Jesus with disciples

There are many problems in the world.  Why did Jesus do this miracle?  Bible tells us. 

John 2:11 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.


SIGN to His Disciples


   Sign tells us something we would not know otherwise


   Result:  His disciples believed in Him – He was Almighty God




   We don’t know if servants believed in Him


      Many who saw His signs did not believe in Him.

There were ways Jesus could have given them wine in a very spectacular way.  But He did it quietly.  Only a few saw it and they actually saw nothing.  Only saw results.
Gospel presentation:

Jesus is doing something today that is very spectacular, something that no man has ever had the ability or power to do.  But He is doing it quietly and no one can see the work that He does.  It is the hearts of people.
Turning the water to wine was the first recorded miracle that Jesus did in His public ministry.  The first thing Jesus wants to do for you is something that neither you nor anyone else on this earth has either the ability or power to do.  Nor can anyone see it happening.  Can see results.
Forgive your sin, give you a new nature, and take you to Heaven for all eternity.
                                         [image: image2.emf]


Review Game:  Pots with number on back   (Elisha Lesson 4)
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