INTRODUCTION – Nicodemus

Introduction:  Adapted from CEF old lessons

Mr. Crow was tired of being a crow.  He wanted to be a dove.  Doves had such nice soft voices while crows are loud and harsh (caw, caw).   Doves love peace and crows are always fighting.  So Mr. Crow covered himself with alkali (a white chemical that comes to the top of the ground) and with salt.  He wanted to be as white as possible.  He then began to try to walk like a dove and fly like a dove.  But it was very hard because every time something happened, he became loud and obnoxious.  He wanted to be sweet and peaceful, but he just couldn’t.  Then one day it rained and the white  came off and he was as black as he ever was.   How could Mr. Crow ever become a dove?  He couldn’t!  He was born a crow.  He was not born a dove.  There was no way Mr. Crow was ever going to be a dove.  No matter how much he wanted to be a dove, he couldn’t.

Then, there is story about a monkey.  This monkey always wanted to be a lion.  But he was a monkey.  One day he found the head and the skin of a lion so he crawled inside and pretended he was a lion.  He thought he was doing quite a good job of acting like a lion until a tiger came along.  Now a lion would not be afraid of a tiger, but the monkey was, even thought he was in the skin of the lion.  He was so scared he ran as fast as he could.  He was not a brave lion; he was a scared little monkey.  He would never be a lion.  He was born a monkey and he would always be a monkey.   

We pretend many times to be something we are not.  When a person pretends to be better than he is, what do we call him?   A hypocrite!  That’s right!

Refer to this later in the story:

Some people believe it is possible to live in a way that pleases God without being born again.  They do many good things and often their lives look as good as those who have been born again.  But, their spirits have never been made alive by the Holy Spirit and the good things they do, do not really count with God.  They are like the pretenders, “the hypocrites,” we talked about.

A crow’s pretending to be a dove could not make him a dove.  He would have to be born a dove.  A monkey’s pretending would not make him a lion.  He would have to be born a lion.  And, pretending to belong to God’s family by being good does not make one a child of God.   He must be born into God’s family.
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