LIFE OF CHRIST II    LESSON 2 – Nicodemus Hears the Good News

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

John 3:1-21;  John 19:38-42

Memory Verse:    John 3:3

Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
Motions to Memory Verse:

Jesus answered – Touch palms signifying nail prints.
and said – Move hands from mouth down.
to him –  Point outward to others.
Most assuredly – Shake head “yes.”

 I say – Move hands from mouth down.
 to you – Point toward others.
unless one is born again – Bring right hand from stomach and lay on top of left hand (as if being born).
he cannot – Shake head “no.”
see –Point to eyes.
the kingdom – Wiggle hands up in air.
of God – Sign for God.
John 3:1-22

   John chapter 3 is one of the most quoted and most often referred to of all chapters in the Bible.   
John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

   …a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. Nicodemus who was one of the wealthy, well-respected religious leaders of the community came to Jesus.   He seemed to have everything – position, money, authority, education, fame – and he was a good man.  Yet, he was searching for something more.

John 3:2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." 

   This man came to Jesus… Nicodemus had heard of the young Rabbi from Nazareth.  It would have been difficult to find anyone in Israel who had not.  Jesus had burst on the scene from nowhere, mobbed by hordes of people wherever He went.  As He turned the water into wine, 
cleansed the temple, 
healed the sick, 
opened the ears of the deaf, 
and straightened the limbs of the crippled, 
His fame spread.    Anne Graham Lotz

   …by night… A nighttime conversation took place.  Nicodemus might have been a coward, as some say, but his later actions of boldly claiming and burying the body of Jesus does not bear that out.  He possibly wanted to have Jesus all to himself, without the crowds, so he came at night.
   Jesus did not surround Himself with a bodyguard of attendants whose duty it was to insure His privacy and protect Him from those who could be a nuisance.  Unlike the popular figures of our day, He made Himself accessible to the people at all times.
    “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God…”   Since Nicodemus used the word we, he was speaking for the Pharisees. At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, the Pharisees thought of Him as coming from God.  (Later, their jealousy clouded their good judgment.)  Even though the Pharisees were aware that Jesus had no formal schooling or training, here they acknowledged Him as a colleague.  This was an impressive endorsement from the establishment!  
   The Pharisees wanted to establish the kingdom and throw off the yoke of Rome; but, they had no way of doing it.  Here comes this One who is popular – with the multitudes following Him wherever He went – so the Pharisees wanted to hitch their little wagon to His star.  Since He came from the country up in Galilee and they thought He didn’t know how to deal with these politicians as they did, they wanted to combine forces.  So Nicodemus came, acknowledging that Jesus was a teacher who had come from God.  J. Vernon McGee

   “…You are a teacher…”  It must be pointed out that Nicodemus did not see Jesus as more than a teacher, but he did see Him as coming from God.  Jesus did not just come from God, He was God!
   “…for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”   Professors in seminaries today, removed by two thousand years and several thousand miles from the land where it all took place, may doubt that Jesus did miracles.   However, neither Jesus’ friends nor His enemies ever doubted His miracles while He was on this earth.
   Nicodemus recognized that God was with Him for the miracles of Christ differed radically from those performed by others before or since.  But this very fact warns us that we need to examine carefully the credentials of other miracle workers.  Is the fact that a man works miracles a sure proof that he comes from God and that God is with him?

   In these times men and women can stand up and teach the most erroneous doctrine; and yet, if they proffer as their credentials the power to perform miracles of healing, they are widely received and hailed as the servants of God.  But it is generally overlooked that Satan has the power to work miracles too, and frequently the great Deceiver of souls bestows this power on his emissaries in order to beguile the unstable and confirm them in error.  Let us not forget that the magicians of Egypt were able, up to a point, to duplicate the miracles of Moses, and whence obtained they this power unless from that Old Serpent, the Devil!

   Remember the warning of the Holy Spirit, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light” (II Cor. 11:13, 14).

   And finally, let us not forget that it is recorded in Scripture concerning the Antichrist, “Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders” (II Thess. 2:9).  Yes, Satan is able to work miracles, and also to deliver this power to others.  So, then, the mere fact that a certain teacher works miracles is not proof that he has “come from God.”  Arthur W. Pink
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

   Jesus answered and said to him…  Nicodemus had just given Jesus the ultimate comliment, You are a teacher come from God.  If Nicodemus had said that to any of us, we would be flattered and would have thanked Nicodemus profusely for recognizing that we are “from God.”  Not Jesus!  Jesus ignored the niceties of Nicodemus’ compliments and went right to Nicodemus’ need:  He needed a Savior!  

   “…unless one is born again…”  The Greek word for “again” is anothern which means “from above.”  Nicodemus needed to be born again, from above, and learn to live by the Holy Spirit rather than by the hundreds of rules of the Pharisees.  People cannot be educated into the kingdom by good teachers; nor can they earn their way to heaven by keeping the rules.  They must be born into the kingdom.  A man cannot live before he is born.  We, who are spiritually dead, must receive life! 

   “…he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus had taught obedience to the 613 rules which the Pharisees thought summed up the Old Testament Law of Moses.   But the Law does not give life; it brings us to Christ when we see how miserably we fail at keeping those laws.  Jesus knew Nicodemus’ heart.  Jesus knew he was wondering how the kingdom of God would be set up.  

   Jesus was saying, “Nicodemus, you are looking for real life.   Eternal life.  Abundant life.  A personal relationship with God now and in heaven when you die.  But not only are you not going to heaven when you die, you will not even see heaven unless you start all over again – unless you have a completely new beginning, totally separated from the past.  You need to be created again.  Spiritual rebirth is the only answer to the unspoken, unconscious need of the heart.”  Anne Graham Lotz

   “…the kingdom of God.”  Jesus came to establish His kingdom on this earth. A kingdom requires a king, people and territory.   Jesus is the king.   The people are those who put their trust in Him.   The territory is comprised of the hearts of all those on this earth who submit to His (the king’s) rule. 
John 3:4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"

   “How can a man be born when he is old?”  Jesus’ response did not deter Nicodemus.  If anything, he was even more eager to continue the conversation.  Jesus’ words touched a nerve in Nicodemus’s soul, and he asked the obvious question:  “How can a person who is old be born again?”  Was there something a person could do physically to be born again?   “NO!”  It is not something that man can do; it is something that only God can do by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

   “Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?”  What the Lord spoke of figuratively, Nicodemus took literally.  “Do I enter into my mother’s womb again?”  He did not pretend to know what the Lord Jesus was talking about when he did not. For a brilliant man to ask such a question shows his self-assurance. From his standpoint, to be born again was entirely unattainable; it was beyond anyone’s reach.  Perhaps for the first time in his life, Nicodemus was aware that he was totally helpless and truly hopeless.

John 3:5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

   “…unless one is born of water…”  There are three explanations of being “born of water.” 

1.    Some think it refers to the physical birth, which is a birth in water; that is, the child in the womb is in water – meaning salvation is only available to those who are living.  (This is a bit obvious.)   

2.    Some think it refers to water baptism.  John the Baptist preached repentance from sin as a necessary preparation for receiving the Messiah.  (Nicodemus would have been very familiar with John’s message.)  The outward sign of inward repentance was water baptism.  Jesus could have been emphasizing the necessity of repentance in order to be born again. (This view would exclude all before John’s baptism, the thief on the cross, and many others.)
3.    Water in Scripture is symbolic of the Word of God.  Some believe this means a person must be born again by the Spirit of God (Spirit) using the Word of God (water).   

   “…and the Spirit…”  All agree on what it means to be born of the Spirit.  The spiritual part of man that became disconnected from God when Adam sinned is reconnected when the Holy Spirit comes and lives within his soul.  When we are born of the Spirit, we are born into God’s family.  

John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

   “That which is born of the flesh is flesh…”  Flesh refers to our natural life.  It includes our will, emotions and intellect – all that we are on the inside.  The flesh is also known as the old nature and is not capable of personally knowing God, truly pleasing God, or ever seeing God.  God has no program to improve, develop, or save our old nature.   It is permeated with sin and is therefore condemned.  However, our old nature will be with us until we die. 
    The new birth is not a change of heart.  In the one who has been born again, there is no change of heart though there is a change of life, both inward and outward.  The one who is born again now loves the things he once hated, and he hates the things he once loved; and, in consequence, his whole line of conduct is radically affected.  But, nevertheless, it remains true that his old heart (which is “deceitful above all things and desperately wicked (Jer 17:9)”) remains in him unchanged to the end.  
   The new birth is not the removal of anything from the sinner, nor the changing of anything within the sinner; instead, it is the impartation of something to the sinner – a new nature.  When I was born the first time, I received from my parents their nature: so, when I was born again, I received from God His nature:  that you might be partakers of the divine nature (II Peter 1:4). Arthur W. Pink
   The old nature can never be made obedient to God.  It is totally separated from the Spirit.  God does not intend to save the flesh.   The old nature must be replaced by the new nature.  New birth is not the reformation of the outward man, neither education of the natural man, nor purification of the old man; but rather the creation of a new man. 
   That which is born of the vegetable is a vegetable; that which is born of the animal is an animal, and that which is born of sinful man is a sinful child.  A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit.  Hence, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh.”  It cannot be anything else.  Educate and cultivate it all you please, it remains flesh.  It may be refined flesh, it may be beautiful flesh, it may be religious flesh.  But it is still flesh. On the other hand, “That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  The child always partakes of the nature of his parents.  That which is born of man is human; that which is born of God is Divine.  That which is born of man is sinful; likewise, that which is born of God is spiritual.  Arthur W. Pink
   “…and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  The Holy Spirit, on the other hand, reproduces the life of the Lord Jesus within us.  
He knows God intimately because He is God.  
He is always pleasing to God.   
He sees and understands the things of God.   
His life is eternal.  
This is why we need the spiritual rebirth, which occurs supernaturally when the Holy Spirit comes to live within us.  There is no way our flesh can produce a spiritual rebirth.  The Holy Spirit and sinful flesh, by nature, are totally separate.  Neither will ever change and, like oil and water, they will never intermingle.  Anne Graham Lotz

   From the moment we savingly believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, we are essentially two people on the inside.  We have the mind, will, and emotions that we were physically born with (the flesh), and the mind, will, and emotions of the Spirit within us.  These two natures are contrary one to the other (Gal 5:17), and thus are at war with one another.  It is only by the grace of God that we can subdue the old nature; and it is only by the Word of God that we feed the new nature.  
John 3:7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 8 "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

   “Do not marvel…”  Without doubt, Nicodemus was startled.  This emphatic statement of Jesus staggered him.  The vital importance and imperative necessity of the new birth were points that he had never before considered.  
   “…that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'”  Nicodemus was not only a religious man, he was also a teacher of religion.  And yet, it was to him Christ said, 'You must be born again.'  Religion was and is not enough.
   “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes.”    In essence He said, “Nicodemus, rebirth is as real an experience as the evening breeze blowing into the room.  You can’t see the breeze and you don’t know where it is coming from or where it is going or what it is going to do next.  But you know it’s there when it rustles the leaves or carries the fragrance of garden flowers or blows through your hair or stirs these papers on the table.  Rebirth is like the gentle breeze.  It’s just as mysteriously invisible, yet also just as real.”  Anne Graham Lotz

   The air currents and winds are something that man still can’t control.  The wind blows where it wills.  We can’t detour it, and we can’t change it.  But we know it is blowing and recognize its power, not because we see the wind, but because we see the effects of the wind.  We can see rain, snow and lightning but not the wind.  It is one of the very few things in nature that is invisible.  Since air is invisible to the human eye; so, moving air (wind) is invisible.  If you can’t see something, then how can you see if it’s moving?  
   “So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”   When we are born again, we become consciously aware of our spiritual life.  We may not understand it or be able to articulate what has happened; but we will know that we are spiritually alive!  The awareness of this new life within will increase with spiritual growth, maturity, and age. We can’t tell exactly how the Spirit of God 
operates upon the soul, 
subdues the will, 
creates the new life within – 
that belongs to the deep things of God.  But we can surely tell when He is moving powerfully in the lives and hearts of His people.  Lives are being changed.  That’s exactly what the Lord is saying here.

   The answer to the quiet yearning in Nicodemus’s heart, and to the cry of every human heart in every generation, is the same.  The answer is spiritual rebirth.  Why, then, doesn’t the world get it?  Why do we look to material possessions,





to personal relationships




to powerful positions,



to pleasurable places,


to eating and entertainment and exercise and education

for what is only found in spiritual rebirth?  What about you?  Do you get it?  Do you know that you have been born again?  If not, what are you waiting for?  Are you waiting until you can understand it?  Then you may never be born again, for who can understand such a thing?  It’s far more important to experience it than to understand it.  Anne Graham Lotz

John 3:9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?" 

   "How can these things be?"  From his response, we would think that Nicodemus didn’t understand.  But Jesus, who knows the heart, makes a different call.  Jesus proceeded to address his unbelief not his understanding.
John 3:10 Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things? 11 Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

   “…you do not believe…”  Nicodemus’s problem was not a problem of intellect but a problem of unbelief.   

John 3:13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 

   “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven…” Jesus was talking about how to get to heaven.  
    This is the answer to those who feel that Elijah and Enoch went to heaven when they were translated.  I don’t think so because up to this point the Lord Jesus says that no man hath ascended up to heaven, but He that came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.  In other words, Jesus was saying that He was the only One who could speak about heaven because He is the only One who had been there.  There are a host of folks who have gone to heaven after Christ, but in the Old Testament, when a saint of God died, he went to a place called Paradise or Abraham’s bosom (see Luke 16:2).  It was not until after Christ died and ascended to heaven and led captivity captive (Eph 4:8) that He took those who were in Paradise into heaven.  Since then, for the child of God, it has always been absent from the body… present with the Lord (II Cor. 5:8).  But when Jesus was here on this earth, no other man had ascended to heaven.  J. Vernon McGee
John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

  “…as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up…”  When Moses lifted up that brass serpent on a pole, because of God’s judgment upon the people for complaining and murmuring, all that the people had to do for healing was to look at it.  As Moses lifted up the serpent, so Christ was going to be lifted up.  That serpent represented the sin of the people.  Christ didn’t just represent our sin; He was made to be sin for us on the cross.  J. Vernon McGee

   For those bitten by the deadly serpents, all they had to do was believe that if they looked at the brass serpent on the pole, they would be healed.  They needed to look and they would live! Just as the snakebite brought death to those people, so sin has brought death to the spirit of every man, woman, boy and girl.  Just as they were given life by looking at the snake on the pole, so our spirits (the part of us which can love, worship and praise God) are made alive through believing that the Lord Jesus died on the cross for our sin.  For us to be healed of the death sentence upon us because of our sin, all we have to do is look to Jesus’ death on the cross for forgiveness.  When we look to Jesus, we too, will live!

   “…even so must the Son of Man…”  It does not say shall but must be lifted up.   There was no other alternative.  
if the claims of God’s throne were to be met, 
if the demands of justice were to be satisfied, 
if the sin was to be put away, 
it could only be by some sinless one being punished in the stead of those who should be saved.  The righteousness of God required this:  the Son of man must be lifted up.  Arthur W. Pink
   “…be lifted up…”  The Jews were looking for a Messiah who should be lifted up, but elevated in a manner altogether different from what the Lord referred to here.  They expected Him to be elevated to the throne of David; but, before that could occur, He must be lifted up upon the Cross of shame, enduring the judgment of God in the sinners place.
   Do you suppose Nicodemus remembered these very words three years later as He carefully took Jesus down off the cross with the help of Joseph of Arimathea?  
Lifted up was He to die,

"It is finished" was His cry;

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

   “For God so loved…”  It doesn’t say that God’s love saved the world, which is the mistaken thinking of today, because the love of God could never save a sinner.  God saves by grace!  “For by grace are you saved through faith…” (Eph. 3:8, 9).   But we must believe (put our trust) in Christ as the One who bore the penalty for our sins.  And then, by His grace, He saves us!  J. Vernon McGee

    “…He gave His only begotten Son…”  Because of God’s great love, He did not want our spirits to remain dead – separated from Him – so He gave His perfect Holy Son to die in the place of rebellious, ungrateful sinners.

   “…the world…”  The word translated world is cosmos in the Greek text.  Cosmos is associated with humanity in its sinful aspect, the sphere of satanic influence and authority; a society that gives God no recognition in the government of its affairs.  Satan is referred to as “the god of this world” (cosmos: world-system), not the substance of the earth consisting of land and water.  The Study of Angelology, Alfred Thompson

      Sinful humanity, who chose Satan over God, is the world that God loved.

   “…whoever believes in Him…”  Saving belief occurs when one commits himself to Jesus as being the only one who has paid the penalty for the sin that separates from God.  Total confidence and faith must be placed in Jesus alone as being the only substitute for sin knowing that without Him there is no forgiveness, thus no hope.

   “…perish…” To perish means to go out into outer darkness; to be forever under judgment; to exist in awful torment in hell.  Yet, the worst part is to be forever separated from the loving God who created and planned a glorious eternity for you, which you rejected. 

   “…have eternal life.”  Everlasting life is far more than life throughout eternity.  It is far more than endless existence.  It is the very life of God communicated to the soul in order that we may enjoy fellowship with Him.  When we trust in Jesus we have that life right here and now.  “This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”  H. A. Ironside
John 3:17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

   “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world…”The Pharisees believed that when the Messiah came, He would be a judge.  The Old Testament presented two aspects of the coming of the Messiah.  One was His coming as the Savior; the other was His coming as the Judge.  The Lord Jesus is making it very clear to Nicodemus that God sent not His Son this time to judge the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  In Christ there is no condemnation.  But those who are not in Christ are already condemned.  There are a great many who feel that the world is on trial today.  It is not.  The world is lost.   Our position is something like a man who is in prison waiting for his execution being asked whether or not he will accept a pardon.  The gospel is like a pardon.  It is given to save those who are already lost.  J. Vernon McGee

   Nicodemus taught the rules and lived by the rules – all 613 of them.   Jesus was tenderly saying to Nicodemus, “I didn’t come to judge you on how well you have been keeping all the rules, I came to save you.”  It’s not failure to keep the rules that condemns; it’s what we do with Jesus.

   “He who believes in Him is not condemned … he who does not believe is condemned already…”  There are two classes of people in this verse.  Every person who has ever heard of Jesus is in one of these two classes.  You do not have to wait until the Day of Judgment to find out if you are condemned.  You are not condemned because you have been dishonest or lied or broken the rules.  “He that believes not is condemned already because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  That is the condemnation.  All the sins you are guilty of, Christ took into account when He died.  “He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.”  So, if you are condemned, it is not simply because of the many sins you have committed throughout your lifetime.  It is because of turning away from Jesus.  If you turn away from Him, you are responsible for the darkness in which you will live and die. H. A. Ironside

   “…condemned … because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  How emphatically this proves that the sinner is responsible for his unbelief.  Arthur W. Pink
John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God." 

   “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than…”  Here is the cause of man’s unbelief: he loves the darkness, and therefore hates the light.  What a proof of his depravity!  It is not only that men are in the dark, but they love the darkness – they prefer ignorance, error, superstition, to the light of truth.  And the reason, why they love the darkness and hate the light is because their deeds are evil.  Arthur W. Pink 
   “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.”  Here is the final test: Do you fear that your deeds will be exposed?  That is why men refuse to read the Scriptures.  God’s Word would condemn them.  

   “…he who does the truth comes to the light…”  Comes is in the perfect tense – denoting coming again and again to the light of God’s Word.  And for what purpose?  To learn God’s mind, that one may cease doing the things which are displeasing to Him, and be occupied with that which is acceptable in His sight.  Arthur W. Pink
   Our flesh loves to go its own way and be the boss.  Even after coming to the light and seeing how superior Jesus is to all else, it is still a struggle to accept Jesus as Lord.

John 19:38-42

John 19:38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took the body of Jesus. 39 And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. 40 Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby. 

   …secretly, for fear of the Jews…  The last time Nicodemus is mentioned in the Bible is after the Lord Jesus died on the cross.  The disciples had all deserted the Lord.  They were hiding for fear of the Pharisees and others who had crucified the Lord Jesus.  This was a dangerous time for Nicodemus to show that he loved the Son of God.  Courage is acting in the face of fear.  Nicodemus had fear, but Nicodemus no longer cared what those Pharisees thought of him.

    …asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus… It is very, very difficult to allow Jesus to be Lord and master and let Him be in charge.  But somehow Nicodemus got it.  The man, who had slipped in at night to talk to Jesus, now in bold daylight, anointed His dead body.  I can see the two of them, Joseph and Nicodemus, great leaders in the Sanhedrin, taking the crucified body of Jesus and hoisting it on their shoulders and walking right through the crowd. They were totally unashamed because they knew what it meant to be born anew, to be born again, to be born from above, to be sinners safe in Jesus Christ.  Sermons.com

   NIcodemus may have been afraid of what others thought the night he came to the Lord Jesus.  But, by the time of Jesus’ death, he showed great courage.  How happy he would have been three days later when he found out that Jesus was alive.  How happy we, who follow Him, will be when we see Jesus high and lifted up on His throne, ruling in heaven.  The only regret of our hearts will be: why didn’t we do more to lift up His name while on earth!

What is the difference between Soul and Spirit?
   Scripture makes a distinction between the soul and spirit.  Paul writes, “I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless…”  (I Thess. 5:23).  The Word of God pierces “even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit” (Heb. 4:12).  Soul and spirit must therefore be two different parts of a human being made in God’s image.

  “Soul” in the Old Testament is always the Hebrew nephesh, a living, breathing creature.  In numbering people in the Bible, reference is to so many souls – never to so many spirits.  In the New Testament, “soul” is always psuche, the Greek equivalent of nephesh.  
   “Spirit” is the Hebrew ruwach, meaning breath; and the Greek equivalent is pneuma.  Soul and spirit are difficult to define.  Yet every person knows what is meant by “evil spirit,”  “disembodied spirit,”  “spirit of man,”  “Spirit of God,” etc.

   The expression “my soul” is found 126 times and almost always is very personal, as though it is the center of man’s self-consciousness.  Through the soul, we recognize and indulge ourselves:  “I will say to my soul… thou hast much goods laid up for many years … eat, drink, and be merry” (Luke 12:19).
   That the soul goes to heaven is clear:  “Thou will not leave my soul in hell” (Psalm 16:10):  “I saw under the altar the souls of God…”  (Rev 6:9; 20:4).  The same is true of the spirit.  As He died, Jesus said, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46).  Luke writes, “They stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts 7:59).

   In contrast to the soul’s self-awareness (I Cor 2:11, 12), the spirit has understanding and wisdom. This is where the Spirit of God indwells man and is the center of man’s awareness of and communion with God.  “Sensual” could be associated with soul but not with the spirit.  “Soulish” is neither in the Bible nor the dictionary, but if it were, it would have a carnal connotation and nothing to do with God.  On the other hand, “spiritual,” found 23 times in the Bible, always means heavenly minded, godly, holy – never self-centered.  Dave Hunt
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