LIFE OF CHRIST II    LESSON 3 – Samaritans Find Living Water

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

John 4:1-30, 34-42

Memory Verse: Romans 10:13

For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.  

Motions to Memory Verse:

For whoever – Point to others.
calls on the – Hands in praying position.
name of the – Right index and middle fingers together cross over left fingers in similar sign.
LORD – Make “L” sign from shoulder to hip. 

shall be saved. – Hands crossed over chest, bring apart quickly. 

John 4:1-30

   In His parables, Christ spoke of trees and fruit, grapevines and grapes, shepherds and sheep, sowers, seeds and bread, wind and weather, birth and death, fire and torment, etc.  But there is no more powerful picture in all of Scripture than that of water and thirst.  There is no life without water.  The need for water to sustain life is signaled by thirst, which can be tormenting and soon fatal if not satisfied.  Dave Hunt

John 4:1 Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John 2(though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), 3 He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. 

   …the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John… After the Pharisees thought they were rid of John (for he was then imprisoned), Jesus’ ministry began.  He turned out to be a greater irritation to them for His popularity far exceeded that of John the Baptist

   He left Judea and departed again to Galilee.  Because of their hostilities, Jesus knew it was time to leave Judea. If the Pharisees resented the popularity of John the Baptist, they certainly would not like Him. Because of their jealousy, Jesus knew they would eventually seek His death but that time had not yet come. There were many things that needed to be accomplished first.
John 4:4 But He needed to go through Samaria. 

   …He needed to go through Samaria.  Instead of following the Jews’ popular detour around Samaritan territory (traveling east and crossing the Jordan River, then crossing back again north of Samaria), Jesus and His disciples took the shortest route to Galilee and headed straight through Samaritan territory.  The context does not indicate that Jesus was in a hurry to get to Galilee.  He had to go through Samaria because He had a divine appointment with an outcast there.  His appointment, however, was not just with the Samaritan woman, but also with many other Samaritans.  Jesus went through Samaria in order to give them what He had given to Nicodemus – the offer of eternal life if they believed in Him. 

John 4:5 So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 

   …city of Samaria…  The Jews did not associate with Samaritans (John 4:9).  Tensions between the two can be traced to events that occurred some seven hundred years earlier.  In 722 B.C., when the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom of Israel and its capital of Samaria, they scattered its people to other parts of the empire, replacing them with foreigners.  The people who resulted from this mixture of populations came to be called Samaritans.  

   Years later in 538 B.C., following seventy years of captivity in Babylon, the Jews from Judah were allowed to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple.  Samaritans in the area expressed an interest in helping with the temple, but their offer was refused because they did not worship Yahweh exclusively.  Eventually the Samaritans established their own religious practices, based on the five books of Law (Genesis to Deuteronomy).  They built their own temple on Mount Gerizim, located within sight of “Jacob’s well.”  That temple was destroyed during the period between the Old and New Testaments, but the site continued to be considered holy ground by the Samaritans.

   By the time of Christ, mutual resentment between Jews and Samaritans had intensified.  Jesus, however, refused to be a part of it, taking notable occasions to show that God’s love and mercy included the Samaritans.     
John 4:6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

   Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey…  Jesus never worried that His limitations of being human would undermine His claims to be the Son of God.  He had been walking for two days and was tired.   When we get tired ministering to the children, let us remember what Jesus did when He was tired.  He initiated another ministry opportunity.

   …sat thus by the well…  As Jesus was alone by the well, He saw the woman approach.  He sat there quietly, waiting to meet her. 

   It was about the sixth hour.   It was noontime, the hottest hour of the day.  The desert wind could have pushed the temperature to over 100 degrees.

John 4:7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." 

   A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Two facts were unusual about the woman's actions:

· She could have gone to a closer well (scholars have identified wells that were closer). 

· Women generally drew water later in the day when the temperature was cooler. 
   This woman, whose reputation seems to have been well known in the city, probably, in order to avoid contact with other women, chose the well farther away from home at a time she would least likely meet someone who knew her.  She kept to herself (which was easy since the other women would have nothing to do with her).  She minded her own business; she made no attempt to socialize.
   In those days, the women of the village would go at sundown to the well to draw water.  There they would meet and exchange the news of the day.   It was the only social life women had.  This poor woman was an outcast.   She had no friends with which to laugh, to cry, to share her life.  She would go at the hottest part of the day to get her water then get home as quickly as she could so she wouldn’t meet another woman and feel the pain again of being shunned. 
   Jesus said to her…  By speaking to her, Jesus crossed several cultural boundaries in addition to ignoring the prejudice that existed between the Jews and the Samaritans. She was: 

· a woman

· a Samaritan, a member of the hated mixed race, 
· known to be living in sin, 
· in a public place. 
   No respectable Jewish man would talk to a woman under any one of those circumstances – but Jesus did.

   Judging from the multiple marriages Jesus eventually revealed, she must have been middle-aged!  She was losing her youth, losing her beauty, losing her energy.  I expect she felt as though life were passing her by.  Was she desperately tired of living, having long ago lost any sense of real purpose and meaning beyond surviving from one day to the next?  Anne Graham Lotz
   "Give Me a drink." Yes, Jesus was thirsty but He was not there to quench His thirst.  He was there to offer this woman another kind of water than that for which she had come that day.  With His seemingly innocent request, Jesus touched on the greatest need in this woman’s life.  He asked for a drink but she was the one who was thirsty.  She was the one who needed a drink.  She was the one who was deeply dissatisfied with life.  But she didn’t see it…. yet!  What better way to help her with her spiritual thirst than to put Himself in her debt for a kindness that she could easily give to Him. 

John 4:8 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.

   …disciples had gone… The disciples were either more rested or hungrier than He was, so they had gone to the Samaritan town of Sychar, about a half-mile away, to find food.  Soon these disciples were going to be commissioned to take the gospel to the ends of the earth.   Even then, Jesus was teaching them to ignore prejudices, as Jews would not eat Samaritan food because they felt it was unclean.  
   …into the city to buy food.  We can only guess how many disciples were with Jesus on that journey, and why or whether they all went into the city.  The rift between Jews and Samaritans did not prevent their doing business on commercial levels, but it would limit what food a Jew could buy in a Samaritan market.
John 4:9 Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.

   "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?"  Again, it was unusual for a Jew to be in Samaria.  It was also forbidden by law for a Rabbi to address a woman in public. (In parts of the Middle East even today, men will not speak to women in public.)  Yet there He was, a Jewish Rabbi, speaking to her, a Samaritan woman in public.  Furthermore, the Jewish ceremonial laws considered certain people (Samaritans included) ceremonially unclean, as well as anything they touched.    Jesus was asking to drink from her cup.  This was very startling to the woman.  
   Jesus crossed all barriers to share the gospel, and we who follow Him must do no less –even when we are misunderstood.

John 4:10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."

   “If you knew the gift of God…”  The conversation moved to more important matters.  Can we think of one good thing we have that is not a gift from God?  But here Jesus is talking about, “The gift of God.” What is “The gift” that surpasses all others?
   You meet a friend by chance in the shopping mall and pass the time of day.  What do you talk about?  The weather?  Last night’s ball game?  Probably nothing very important.  The origin of our word trivial is derived from a Latin word that means “three ways.”  It describes a place where paths intersected and neighbors pause to engage in small talk.  When the conversation is ‘just between you and me,’ we may not feel so responsible for what we say.
   Not so with Jesus!  For Him, every conversation was an opportunity to bring someone closer to His Father.  First with Nicodemus, now the woman at the well, He saw the need and addressed that need through teaching that went far beyond the hearer’s immediate understanding.  Pray that we become more like the Master when we have opportunity to interact with the needy world around us. 

   …'Give Me a drink,'… We are left to wonder if the woman actually drew the water and gave Him a drink.  He was thirsty.  Most likely she did.
   “…you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."  Jesus roused her curiosity; He piqued her interest.  Jesus knew the woman had searched for satisfaction.  He also knew that she had come up short.   She was a “fallen” woman; her heart was empty – without love, self-worth, meaning, fulfillment or happiness.  He didn’t condemn her; instead, He made an extraordinary offer to her.  He offered living water, life giving, everlasting water that would quench her thirst forever.  He wanted to give her His love, forgiveness, and presence.  These would certainly satisfy the needs of her heart!  
   For her, it was too early in the conversation to recognize what this water was and that He was the source of it.

John 4:11 The woman said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? 12 Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?"

   “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water?”  Thinking in terms of the well beneath them, the woman was puzzled.  Jesus had nothing with which to draw the water, plus the well was deep.   She began to wonder if the man before her had access to a source of water other than Jacob's well.  

   “Are You greater than our father Jacob…” She looked at Him and began to wonder who He was.  Could this man possibly be greater than Jacob?

   “…Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”  The patriarch Jacob was acknowledged as father by both Jews and Samarians.  He had shown remarkable resourcefulness in providing a dependable source of water for his family and his flocks.  The woman wondered if this Jewish stranger was suggesting that He could outdo their respected ancestor.
John 4:13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 

   “…Whoever drinks…”  The spiritual often parallels the physical.  As our bodies hunger and thirst; so do our souls.  Our souls need spiritual food and water.  But the woman understandably confused the two kinds of water.  As she was then, many today are not aware of their own spiritual hunger and thirst.  We would not think of depriving our bodies of food and water.  When we do, the need becomes a consuming desire.  Why then should we deprive our souls of what they need?  
   Only what Jesus was offering can satisfy the consuming hunger and thirst in the souls of mankind.

   “…of this water…”   That fact that Jacob dug the well and drank from it did not make the water special in any way.  It was neither better nor more satisfying to the human body than any other well water.
   “…will thirst again…” Our thirst can be quenched only temporarily.  The average person can live about five days without water.  The water from Jacob's well would indeed satisfy the woman's physical thirst, but only for awhile.  She would need to return for more water.  So also are all the other fountains of life – they never wholly satisfy.   While the world’s wells can temporarily be meaningful and pleasing, they eventually leave the seeker emptier than before, creating even more thirst. Legitimate needs for love, food, security, and approval, even when met, do not give complete satisfaction.  Attempts to find full satisfaction from the wrong water holes will only lead one to disappointment and despair.  
John 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life."
   “…but…”  The woman had suggested a comparison between Jacob and Jesus.  Jesus chose, instead, to contrast the kinds of water that each was able to provide.  The water from Jacob’s well could satisfy a physical thirst for a time, but that thirst would return to make repeated demands.  And that water could never satisfy the spiritual thirst that was, even then, tormenting the woman who came to draw from the well.
   “…whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him…”  In offering this very special water, Jesus made a leap here that was hard to follow.

   “…will never thirst…” The water that Jesus was offering would quench spiritual thirst so completely that those who drink would never be thirsty again.  Jesus, the creator of the human heart, is the only one who can satisfy the longings of the human heart.  

   …the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.  Jesus told this woman that the living water He would give her would continually be springing up within her and would give meaning to her life. 

   There is something mysterious and marvelous about ever flowing springs of water.  They gush forth form the earth, pouring forth constantly, day and night, year after year, in every season. 

   There is something better about the water of life, however, than simply providing a permanent supply that keeps a person going indefinitely.  Ordinary water satisfies the person who drinks it, but no one else.  Christ’s water of life is a constantly renewed and overflowing supply, affecting not only the believer in Christ, but also those with whom the believer comes in contact. This quality was to be demonstrated within the hour as the Samaritan woman’s enthusiasm for Jesus spilled over to her neighbors as she brought them to meet Him, too.  That You May Believe, Bible Study 

John 4:15 The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." 

   "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." There was an authority about this Stranger that made the woman believe what He said.   She mistakenly thought He was referring to special water that would permanently end her bodily thirst so she would not have to return to the well each day. She was interested in Jesus' message because she thought it would make her life easier.  If that were the case, people would accept Christ for the wrong reasons.  Jesus did not come to take away challenges, but to change us on the inside and to empower us to deal with problems. 

   Jesus promised freedom in the midst of life, not freedom from life! He later told his disciples in no uncertain terms: "In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). Believers will experience many of the same difficulties encountered by unbelievers, but the presence of Jesus in our lives should make a significant difference in the way we respond. Living water gives us spiritual power to face the challenges of living, not to escape.
John 4:16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 

    "Go, call your husband, and come here."  He offered the water; she wanted the water.  But one thing still stood in the way of her receiving it.  Her sin!  When presenting the gospel, we begin with the gold page as Jesus did.  Jesus had reached her heart; she wanted what He was offering. Then, He turned to the dark page.  Jesus wanted her to see her need.  He put His finger on the greatest sin of her life.  Jesus didn’t condemn her; she was condemned already.

   Jesus tells us to confess our sin, then come to the cross for cleansing.  Unconfessed sin is one of the single greatest barriers to happiness.  Fortunately, God promises us that, “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).
John 4:17 The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said, 'I have no husband,’ 18 "for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly."

   "I have no husband."  She was accurate about that.  She had had five husbands, but she didn’t have one then.  She was living with a man in adultery.  Our Lord insists that, when you come to Him, you must deal with your sin.  All secrets must come out before Him.  One of the reasons she was not so popular with the women of the town was because she was too popular with the men of the town.  J. Vernon McGee
   This woman was looking for love, acceptance, and fulfillment.   She had tried, again and again to have a meaningful relationship.  Even though each effort had met with miserable failure, she did not change her lifestyle.  She did not know where else to turn.  She had looked to men to fill her need for companionship; but, she did not find in them what she was looking for.   In fact, instead of finding love, she found rejection.
   “…you have had five husbands…”  Christ’s response must have shocked and cut her to the heart.   In one sentence He exposed her life of disappointments and regrets.  The Samaritan woman would have to admit that her way was not working.   She was not finding lasting love in her life.  She must have been picking her husbands from the likes of many young men today: boys, who spend hours playing video games, goofing off or playing sports but who spend very little time studying the Word of God, reading good books, or looking for opportunities to serve others.  These young men are going to have very unhappy homes. The spiritual leader of a home requires knowledge and understanding.  Solomon instructs young men to “get knowledge, get understanding.”  It takes effort and practice.
   “…in that you spoke truly.”    There is quite a difference in the answers: “I have no husband,” and “I have had five husbands and am now living in adultery.”  But Jesus gave her credit for speaking the truth.  The Lord God is all knowing and keeps account of all we have done.  For anyone who thinks sin is fun, just remember that it is for a season.  How long is a season?  Three brief, fleeting months.  But the consequences of a fling with sin may remain for a lifetime.  This woman, as many today, had cast off the laws of God.  How great did her life turn out?   She had not found freedom in her ‘moral freedom.’
   Did Jesus lecture her at this point?  We get a lot farther when rebuking a person if we do not provoke them.  The secret to disciplining is: the less said the better.  If a child doesn’t make the bed and that is a household rule, then resist the temptation to lecture.  “You know you are to make your bed before you leave the house.  That is one of our rules and I don’t see why I have to always remind you. Now you get in there and make your bed because the car is not leaving the driveway until that bed is made.”  How many would call that approach a complete turn off?  Remind the loved one in the fewest words possible.  The word, “Bed!” may be sufficient.

John 4:19 The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship."

   "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.”   She was surely dumbfounded that this stranger knew the intimate details of her life.

   “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship." She was eager to change the subject.  She immediately turned the conversation from her personal sin, to a theological debate of the day.  “The greats – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshipped here, but the Jews say it is not good enough anymore; we must go to Jerusalem.  Who is right?”

John 4:21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

   “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.”   As in many questionable theological issues, neither was correct.  Both sides had missed the essence of what was important.  It’s not where we worship, but how we worship that matters to God.  
    The woman was trying to change the subject; however, Jesus kept the conversation focused on the message He had for her.  He wanted her to see her own sin and need for a savior.  Every word was carefully chosen with that end in mind.

John 4:22 You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 

   “…salvation is of the Jews.” Jesus cut straight to the bottom line.  The Samaritans accepted some of the Old Testament truth, but it was intermingled with the ancient Assyrian myths and pagan rituals along with their own ideas and opinions.  As a Samaritan, she didn’t know the truth because what she had been taught was false.  She didn’t really know what she worshiped and believed.  On the other hand, the Jews had been taught the sacrificial system as a means of getting right with God and the law as a means of knowing how to please God.  Even though, like Nicodemus, the Jews needed to be born again, their faith was based on the truth of God’s revelation.   

   If your faith is based on hearsay, like the Samaritan woman’s was, or on secondhand information or on traditions instead of on your own personal study of the Scriptures, then you, too, will be disillusioned. If you say you have tried Jesus and He just doesn’t work, don’t overlook the fact that the real problem may be your ignorance of Who He truly is and what He has actually said and how He actively works.  Anne Graham Lotz

John 4:23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

   “...the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”  The Father sent His only Son from heaven and directed Him to this well to seek out this woman.  God the Father gave His most prized possession to seek you and find you and provide the way for you to worship Him.

   God is Spirit…God is Spirit, not a spirit. 
   “…those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."  The woman asked a common religious question about where to worship. Jesus told her that it is not where we worship, but how we worship that is important. We must worship in spirit and in truth, which is much more important than the physical place. 

   We must worship God as He prescribes or He won’t accept it.  We can’t worship Him any way we choose as long as we’re sincere and not hurting anyone else.  We can’t worship Him the way we want while Muslims worship Him the way they want and Jews worship Him the way they want and Buddhists worship Him the way they want.   Jesus said we must worship God as He wants.  We must worship Him in truth!   Anne Graham Lotz

John 4:25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He." 
   In the blistering heat of the noonday sun, looking into the clear, compassionate eyes of this Man who sat attentively and patiently at the well – this Man who understood her so completely – any pride or doubt the Samaritan woman had was broken.  She wasn’t offended.  She was thirstier than she had ever been before.  She was more aware than ever of her emptiness and unhappiness and dissatisfaction.  She had been confused about the water and religion and even who this Man was, but there was one thing she was not confused about.  She expressed the sudden cry of her heart as she declared with absolute certainty, “I know that Messiah is coming.  When He comes, he will explain everything.” When He told her simply, “I who speak to you am He,” her spiritual eyes were opened.  

   In a flash she must have known that all she had ever longed for or hoped for or dreamed of was found in this Man who was reaching out to her. He had known all along who she was.  He had known about her sinfulness.  He had known about her religiousness based on ignorance and insincerity.  Yet, wonder of wonders, He had sought her, an outcast among outcasts!  He had actually known the worst about her and still offered her Living Water.   Anne Graham Lotz
John 4:27 And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?" 

   …they marveled that He talked with a woman… The disciples’ reaction showed how unusual it was for Jesus to be even speaking to this woman.

   …no one said "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?"   Had they asked that question, Jesus would have replied:
   “I seek the salvation of her precious soul.  I seek to give her the living water that she may never thirst again.  I seek to make her My own and to cleanse her from all her sin.”  

   “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.” The Pharisees thought they were bringing an evil charge against Him, but oh, it is to the very glory of His Saviorhood that He received sinners.  I like the words of John Bunyan: he exclaims, “O this Lamb of God!  He had a whole heaven to Himself, myriads of angels to do His bidding, but that could not satisfy Him.  He must have sinners to share the glories of heaven forever with Him.” H.A. Ironside

John 4:28 The woman then left her water pot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 29 “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 

   …left her water pot … As she disappeared in the shimmering heat, all that remained to indicate she had been there was the light in the Master’s eye and her abandoned water jar and its unsatisfying contents beside the well where she had met Jesus. Anne Graham Lotz
    …went her way into the city…  When the revelation that this man was the Messiah gripped her heart, she believed on Him and ran into the city to tell the amazing news that at that very moment at Jacob’s well, stood their long awaited Messiah.   Dave Hunt
   …said to the men…  She spoke only to the men as she was not on speaking terms with the women.

   “Come, see a Man…”  She had met a Man so wonderful that they must meet Him too.  The quality that impressed her most was not that He spoke of giving the water of life, or of God caring more for the spirit of one’s worship than the place where it was offered.  No! This wonderful Man understood her!  He knew all about her and still treated her with respect. 

   “…Man who told me all things that I ever did.”  The Samaritan woman claimed that Jesus had told her everything I ever did.  Of course, Jesus did not literally tell her about every act she had ever done.  But He did tell her about her five husbands and the man with whom she was living was not her husband.  These unhappy situations had probably been the repeated source of frustrated hopes, days of discord, and nights of tension (perhaps even terror).  We do not know what children she may have borne to her various husbands, or what rifts might have occurred in her relationships with their families.  In any case, Jesus had quietly touched on the things she had done, but He did so in such a way as to give her hope, not despair. 

   Have we not sometimes heard a teacher or preacher who seemed to “lay bare” for us our fears, hopes, and questions?  Often we are not really aware of these until God seems to strike a certain key.  Suddenly all the music of our life is revealed as more discordant than we realized.  However, as the Samaritan woman came to discover, Jesus can bring harmony to even the most out-of-tune life.  May we let similar moments of self-awareness lead us to Jesus as well.
Let words of Jesus reach your heart,

    Let vision clear and healing start; 

All can be cleansed, but nothing hid,

    For He knows everything you did.

 

John 4:30 Then they went out of the city and came to Him. 31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat."32 But He said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." 

   "Rabbi, eat."  The disciples wanted Jesus to eat the food they had brought; however, He said He was enjoying a different kind of nourishment.  

   "I have food to eat of which you do not know." Jesus wanted the disciples to understand the connection between physical and spiritual needs.  Jesus came to do the will of God and it was God who ordained this appointment.  Which do you think Jesus looked forward to more, eating the food that the disciples had brought or reclaiming a lost lamb for eternity?

John 4:33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?" 34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. 35 Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! 36 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 For in this the saying is true: 'One sows and another reaps.' 

   …lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest…  Jesus was probably referring to the Samaritan men on their way to the well. The disciples were being given the opportunity to harvest Samaritan souls.

   'One sows and another reaps.' Think of all that farmers do – plowing, fertilizing, sowing, weeding, watering, harvesting.  For the most part, however, farmers are a humble group when it comes to taking credit for the results.  For so much of the growing process is out of their hands; yet, what they do is vital. Even though our testimony, kindness, encouragement, patience, or teaching may be the turning point in someone's life, we have no idea how much others have contributed.  In spreading the gospel, God may give us a significant role; yet, it is He who deserves the credit.  
John 4:38 "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors." 39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, "He told me all that I ever did." 

   …many of the Samaritans of that city…  Jesus had recently talked, one-on-one, with a scholar named Nicodemus, whose acquaintance many would have been eager to make.  He then talked with an unnamed Samaritan woman, whose acquaintance most would have shunned.  In each conversation he planted seeds of truth that the person was not yet prepared to understand, but which eventually became intensely meaningful to countless generations.

   Ironically, the results of the conversations with the less promising Samaritan woman were much more fruitful (at least immediately) than those from the conversation with the religious leader.  What was the difference?  Nicodemus pondered the matter and kept it to himself.  The woman became excited about Jesus and told everyone she met about Him.  This was the first evidence that the gospel was meant to break down the walls that had divided Jews and Samaritans for hundreds of years.  And it all began with a conversation beside a well.  That You May Believe, Bible Study 

   …believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified…   This was an amazing result from a single invitation.  The woman’s testimony to the town’s people had been convincing.  Her effectiveness came from her obvious passion rather than from the logic of her arguments.  If this woman could be so effective in representing Jesus, who of us can say, “I could never bring anyone to Christ?”  Perhaps we’re simply not as enthusiastic about Him as she was!

   Sometimes Christians excuse themselves from witnessing by saying that their family or friends aren't ready to believe.  But our excuses don't stand up very well before the example of the Samaritan woman, who witnessed to the very people who were most likely to reject anything she had to say.  Her message was attractive because she described how Jesus had met her needs; she did not attempt to expose their needs.  
   Jesus made it clear that a continual harvest awaits reaping.  Don't make excuses.  If you are watchful and available, you will find people ready to hear God's Word.
John 4:40 So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of His own word. 42 Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world." 

   …He stayed there two days.  It seems that the Samaritans who came to see Jesus for themselves reached the same conclusion about Him that the woman had.  They wanted to know more and they insisted on His staying for a time among them.
   And many more believed because of His own word…  We are humbled when we consider that a great many were reached in Samaria through this woman with the “shady” past.  All the miracles Jesus performed amongst the Jews, He did not do in Samaria; yet, their response was much greater.  This was strong testimony that Jesus was the Christ from men who had been enemies of the Jews for over four hundred years.
   If you don’t have a large class, remember, Jesus ministered to only one.  There were many times the multitudes crowded around Him.  But He did not think that His energies were wasted on one person.  Sometimes we are called to many, sometimes to only one.

   What a wonderful thing we see here.  They came to the Living Water and they drank.  The only condition was for them to thirst.   You will never know that you thirst until you know that you are a sinner, friend.  Isaiah cried, “Ho, every one that thirsted, come ye to the waters…” (Isa. 55:1).  Our Lord gave the same invitation:  “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink” (John 7:37).  The Water of Life is for “any man.”  But the one condition is thirst.  J.  Vernon McGee

   Come to Him as the Samaritans did and drink deeply of His living water!
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