WOMAN  AT  WELL

John 4:4-30

POINT OF LESSON:  Our soul is seeking to satisfy us.  The soul is the part of you that makes a choice.  We either look to the physical world, our bodies that will die and pass away.  Or we can look to the Spiritual world that really will satisfy and will live forever.  Physical world is more appealing, offers instant gratification, instant happiness – but will enslave, entangle in the end.

Spiritual world is not filled with glitz and glamour at the beginning, but in the end it offers wonderful eternal life that springs up into a well pouring forth refreshment to our own souls and to the souls around us.  

We have the choice.  God lays it out to us. If you choose the things of this world to satisfy you, you will end up empty.  If you choose the things of God you will end up full with a wonderful reward in heaven.  But the choice is yours.  Do you believe God enough to choose His ways?  Satan and the world makes the things of this earth look so wonderful, so fulfilling but these things do not deliver.  Are you going to be deceived?  Or are you going to believe the Word of God and make the right choice?

Application at end:  Show pictures of things that world entices us with.

How do we make the right choice?  The soul is looking to be satisfied.

Body – will die and it is enticed to follow the things of this world.  Are you going to give your life to things that will pass away with the body?

Soul and spirit will live forever in heaven.  Are you going to give yourself to that which is eternal?  That is the spirit.  All the part of your soul that you have given to the spirit of God will be saved for all eternity.  All the part of your soul that you have given to the things of this world will burn up and be destroyed.

Are you going to let the things of this world shape your soul or are you going to let the things of the Holy Spirit shape your soul?  That choice is yours and you make it every day, many times a day, Ask yourself, may times a day, in what I am doing, am I being led by the Holy Spirit of God or am I being led by the things of the world and my flesh, by my body?

Samaritans – part Jews & part Gentiles.    

Jesus is traveling with His disciples and the Bible tells us that He needed to go through Samaria.  He decided He was not going to do His own will, He was going to only do God’s will at all times.  He said ‘Not My will but Your will, Father, that is what I am going to do.’

 And so in following the will of His Father in Heaven, the Bible tells us that He needed to go through Samaria.   That may seem just fine to you, but Jesus was born Jewish, and the Jews did not have anything to do with the Samaritans.   The people in Samaria had married people who were not Jews, they had married Gentiles, They had not kept their bloodline pure and the Jews despised them.  They called them dogs and would not eat with them or even talk to them.

So why would Jesus need to go through Samaria?  Was there an important person that God wanted Him to meet and to talk to.  Maybe a governor or a President.  Who would Jesus need to see?   There He is now with His disciples.   Let’s listen in and see.

WOMAN:  (She is talking to herself)  I am so hot.  It is just too hot to come to the well right at noon when the sun is the brightest.   Everyone else comes in the morning or the evening when it is cool.

I used to come in the evening too.  But the other women were just so mean to me.   I could see them whispering about me and laughing and their disapproving faces.  Not one person would say even one word to me.  I would go home and cry all night.  I just don’t ever want to be around them again in my life.  So my life hasn’t been perfect.  Do you think I am happy about that?  No, I am not one bit happy.  But what can I do about that now?  It’s a little late to go back and live my life over again.  And even if I did, I can’t see where there is much meaning in life anyway.

 I just wanted someone to love me.  I have always had this empty feeling inside.  When I was young, I had dreams too.  But nothing has turned out right.  Nothing satisfies the longing that I have inside.

Who is this?!   What business does this Jewish man have sitting by our well?  What is He doing here?   I will just ignore Him, as He will certainly leave me alone.  The Jews call us dogs; they think we are nothing, no bodies.  He better not insult me.

JESUS:  Would you please give me a drink?

WOMAN:  (Rudely)   What!!!  How is it that you, being a Jew, ask me for a drink, since I am obviously a Samaritan woman?   I know you Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.

JESUS:  If you knew the gift of God, a gift is free, and God wants to give you a very important gift.  And if you knew who I am, who is saying to you ‘Give Me a drink,’ You would have ask Me and I would have freely given you the wonderful gift of living water.

WOMAN:  (Looks at Jesus doubtingly)  But sir, you have nothing to draw out the water with.  This is a deep well, it is very deep.  Where then are you going to get this water that you say you will give to me?     

You are not greater than our father, the great Jacob are you, who had twelve sons who became the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel.  In fact, God changed His name to Israel.  And that is where this country got its name.   He dug this well and he himself drank from it and his sons, these men who became the 12 leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel drank of it, and his cattle drank of it.  This is a very special well and it’s here in Samaria not in Jerusalem.

JESUS:  Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again.  That is why you are coming here everyday to draw water and all the other ladies come too.  You drink this water when you are thirsty, you feel fine for a while and then you get thirsty again.

BUT whoever drinks of the water that I will give to him, he shall never, never thirst again.    But this water that I give to him will become like a well that springs up inside him to give him eternal life. 

WOMAN:  Wow, sir, please give me this water so I will not be thirsty again nor have to come all the way here everyday when it is so hot to draw water.  

JESUS:   (To the children in the audience) It is not the water that is in this well that I am speaking of.  I have come to take the sins of the people away so that I can put within their hearts the very Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit.  Then her soul would be refreshed by the Holy Spirit, just as her body is refreshed by water.  You can never find satisfaction in the things of this world.  Only God Himself can satisfy a heart that has been created for eternity.   But she does not understand what I am talking about.  So I am going to get her attention so she will understand.)  First, go call you husband and come back here.  Then I will give you this water.

WOMAN:  (Says this in a very sad and disappointed manner) I do not have a husband.

JESUS:  (Winks to children, gives them a knowing look)  That is right, you have told me the truth, for you have had 5 husbands and the one you are living with is not your husband.

WOMAN:   Whoa, how did you know all of that?  Oh, I know, you must be a prophet!

I’ve got this question; I’ve got this question I want to ask you now.  O.K.  ‘Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem, that is the place where men ought to worship.’  So where should we worship God.  Where should we go to meet with God – in this mountain or in Jerusalem?

JESUS:  Woman, the time is soon coming when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem will you worship God the Father.  God does not command us to worship Him in any special place.  He said. ‘It is in our hearts that we must worship Him.   God will meet with you right where you are.  God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.  You can’t say this is the way I feel is right, or the way I feel like worshiping God.   Oh, no, you must worship Him the way the Bible tells you to.  You must worship God in truth.  And you must worship Him in Spirit.  You must mean it in your hearts.  From your hearts must come true love and praise for God.  That is the kind of people God is looking for; the kind of people God wants to worship Him. 

WOMAN:  (To the children)  I never heard anyone who knew this much about God before.  (In a very respectful and soft tone of voice) Sir, I ask you before if you were a prophet, but now I am wondering, are you the Messiah that was promised to us so long ago?  We have been waiting so long for Him to come to us just like the prophets in the Old Testament said He would.  He is going to tell us all about God just like you have been doing. Are you, are you that Messiah?   

JESUS:  Dear woman, I am, I am that long awaited Messiah.  I am He that is speaking to you right now, the One that promised you that I could satisfy your soul with the living water of the Holy Spirit.

WOMAN:  How long will you be here, I must go quickly into the city and tell every one that I know, that You, the Messiah, is here.  This is too good to be true; to think you came to day and you spoke with me.  I’m a nobody, I’m worse than a nobody; I’m a very sinful woman.  

JESUS:  But I came to save the sinners.  I love you.  I am going to take upon Myself all your sins and make you clean and pure inside.  I have a wonderful home in heaven and I will soon go and prepare a place just for you and for all who have accepted my gift of this eternal life.  Don’t look to be happy in all the things the world offers.  I am the only one who can give you peace and joy and love inside.  Look to Me.  Look only to Me.  I alone can give you living water.

We see who Jesus needed to find.  He needed to find a woman that was a nobody to anyone but Him.  He saw her heart.  He saw how sad and lonely she was.

Have you ever been sad and lonely inside?  Doesn’t matter what country you were born in or what color your skin is, we all can feel sad and lonely.

Feel left out.   Maybe you are the youngest in your family and you are always too little.  Or maybe you are the oldest and you can’t because you have to watch out for your younger brother or sister. 

Maybe you are not good at sports.  You think everyone else is.  If you are good at sports, are you kind to those who aren’t?

Maybe you are not as smart as you think others are.  Even when you study, you can’t make the good grades.

Maybe the other kids don’t let you play with them or if they do you know that they really don’t want to.

Maybe there are some kids you would like to play with, but they don’t ever ask you.  You are just not on the ‘in’ crowd.

Maybe at home you don’t feel like your father or your mother loves you.  Maybe you have a stepparent that never speaks to you in a nice way.

Maybe there are bullies at school or in the neighborhood and you are afraid when they are around.

These things make me feel sad and lonely, but what is going to make you feel happy when you grow up?

If I ask you, what do you think is going to make you really happy when you grow up?  What would you say to me?

Clothes 

Good at sports

Money

Nice house and family

Good job

Friends

Which one of those are you thinking of giving your life to?  Vote:   How many money?  Beautiful?  Sports?  Just having fun?  The woman at the well, she did not know what would make her happy; she did not know how God had made her.  Spent her whole life chasing after the wrong things.

You better know that or you are going to spend your whole life chasing after the wrong things.  You are not an animal.  God breathed into man and man alone the breath of eternal life.  You have a part animals don’t have.  Most important.

Do you know what the deep need of your heart is?  You want love and respect.     Someone to think you are valuable.  To notice you, to think you are important.

That is exactly what Jesus offers you.  

Important – so important I left heaven

Love – I came to seek for you and to save you

Valuable – I offer you a free gift of salvation, but for that gift I paid a very big price.  That gift cost Me My life.  I shed my blood to pay for your sins.  I was separated from God so you would never have to be separated from God in heaven.
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