LIFE OF CHRIST II    LESSON 4 – Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

John 4:43-53

Memory Verse:    Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Motions to Memory Verse:

But without  faith – Touch forehead with right pointer, 
then clasp both hands together tightly.
it is impossible – Shake fingers back and forth as if indication ‘NO.’
to please Him – With both forefingers, make smile at corners of mouth.

for he who comes to God – Hands folded in prayer.  Eyes lifted up to heaven. 
must believe that He is -  Sign for Faith (above).
and that He is – Sign for God.
a rewarder – Pretend to offer a  gift on a tray. 

of those – Point to others. 
who diligently – Thrust your fist up (look determined, like you are giving it your all). 
seek Him – Place hand above eyes and look up as if searching. 

John 4:43- 53

   The next sign John recorded was the healing of the nobleman's son.  The central figure is not the son, who lay sick at the door of death, but the nobleman, who came to the Lord crushed with grief. In his agony he cried out to Jesus: "Will you come down and heal my son?" 
   The Lord not only healed the son from a distance with simply a word, but healed the broken heart of that father.  As Isaiah had written, “He was anointed to heal the brokenhearted.”

John 4:43  Now after the two days He departed from there and went to Galilee. 44 For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country. 45 So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they also had gone to the feast.

   Now after the two days He departed from there… Jesus departed from Samaria where He had been welcomed with open arms. 

   …having seen all the things He did in Jerusalem at the feast… The Galileans did not receive Jesus as their Savior, but only as a ‘curious miracle-worker.’ They were not interested in who He was, but simply in the miracles that many had recently seen Him perform in Jerusalem at the Passover.

John 4:46 So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum. 

   …Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine…  John set the stage for what was to come.  The first sign Jesus performed was turning the water to wine.  Almost everyone in Cana had been at the wedding.  This miracle was the buzz of the whole town.  

   And there was a certain nobleman…  From the Greek word used for nobleman, commentators feel he was probably a member of Herod’s court.  As a nobleman, he had wealth, prestige and power.

   …whose son was sick…  However, he did not come to Jesus as a nobleman, but as a father with a serious problem; his son "was at the point of death."  Aside from a fever, we are not told what the illness was nor do we know how long the child had been ill.  The father had surely exhausted every possible means to find a cure for his son. 

   …at Capernaum.  Capernaum was approximately twenty miles from Cana on the Sea of Galilee.

John 4:47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 

   When he heard that Jesus had come…  We don’t know how he heard that Jesus had come back to Galilee, but he had.   Whether the news of Jesus’ return had been brought by a friend, a servant, or was just the buzz of the market place, the important thing was that he heard.  Praise God that children are hearing about Jesus because of you.

   …out of Judea into Galilee…  Jesus had just returned to Galilee from Jerusalem by way of Samaria.
   …he went to Him… This father had the opportunity to present his case to the great Miracle-Worker.  He had no understanding of the true nature of the Lord Jesus Christ, but he did feel that Jesus was One who could meet his need.  How often, when men are in distress or in trouble, they feel that if they could get to Jesus, He would do something for them. And yet, they do not really know Him as God the Son manifest in the flesh, but they still feel that He is able to do for them what no one else can.  H.A. Ironside
    Isn't it amazing how sickness draws people to Christ faster than prosperity?  Many seldom think of Christ until tragedy knocks on their door.  Nothing less than the impending death of his son would have motivated this nobleman to go to Jesus.  As C.S. Lewis observed, "How hard it is turn our thoughts to God when everything is going well with us."   
   This man was brought to Jesus by trouble. He would have never experienced the power of Christ unless he had first experienced the inadequacy of that which the world offered to solve his problem. It was the bankruptcy of his own resources that paved the way for his faith in Christ.  
   Though many fishermen and Samaritans had already trusted in Jesus, no nobleman had yet believed.  It would have been difficult for a nobleman to approach a carpenter's son for help.  And this nobleman, most likely, would never have approached Jesus if his son had not been at the point of death.  

   …and implored Him… This very distressed nobleman was begging Jesus’ help.   There was an urgency and gravity in both his words and manner.  Neither his power nor his money could buy the thing which he wanted most; for that, he was pleading with Jesus.

   …to come down… He wanted Jesus to travel the twenty or so miles from Cana to Capernaum to heal his son.  It was quite presumptuous to ask the most popular man in Israel to walk that distance to save one child.  His son’s dire need gave him such boldness.
   …for he was at the point of death.  Surely the best medical attention had been given to the son.  Everything had been done for him and he had only become worse. All the resources the nobleman had at his disposal could not save the one he loved so dearly.  In the face of this illness, the nobleman was helpless.  Death is no respecter of persons; even the wealthy get sick and die. 
John 4:48 Then Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe." 

   …Jesus said to him…  How the response of Christ to this request brought out the perfections of Jehovah’s Servant!  To any man governed by fleshly considerations and principles, this would have been a tempting opportunity to make a favorable impression in society; it offered a chance to gain a footing in high places, which a man of the world would have quickly seized.  But the Lord Jesus never courted popularity, nor did He ever kowtow to people of influence and affluence.  He always refused to use the ways of the world.  He condescended to men of low estate, and was the Friend, not of princes and nobles, but of publicans and sinners.  Well may each servant of God take this to heart.  Arthur W. Pink
   “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe."  These words, in response to the hurried, anxious appeal of the father, seemed a bit heartless, strangely unsympathetic and somewhat unrelated to the matter at hand.  After all, the man’s son was dying and he had come to the right place for help.
   There is a Nav Press book called the Tyranny of the Urgent.  Jesus recognized what was “most important” as opposed to what was “only urgent.” Faith is vital. It is the medium of exchange in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus said, "According to your faith be it unto you" (Matthew 9:29). Jesus had put aside the apparently pressing and urgent sickness of the boy, to deal with the far more important matter of leading the father to faith.  
   Jesus knew He would heal the boy, but He first dealt with the father.  The one could wait much better than the other.  Faith is precious to the Lord so He takes great measures to produce, purify and strengthen it.  
   In addressing the nobleman, Jesus addressed many – you people must “see before you believe.”  But He wanted them to know that there is a faith that was nobler: believe (first) and thou shall see.  A weak faith is always on the lookout for the crutches of signs and wonders.
   An experience of the spectacular is a wrong basis for faith.

   In the last hours, Jesus looked into the eyes of His disciples and said, “Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; or else believe Me for the very works’ sake.”  The works were a secondary line of proof; Jesus Himself was the supreme line of proof.  G. Campbell Morgan
   Many people come to Jesus in time of need not knowing who He really is or even believing in Him as Savior.  They come wanting their needs met.  We should acknowledge and yield ourselves to Jesus, even if we never receive any earthly benefit – knowing we will surely receive heavenly rewards.  

John 4:49 The nobleman said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child dies!" 

   "Sir, come down before my child dies!" In spite of Jesus' rebuke, the nobleman was still unable to believe that Jesus could heal from a distance.  
   The nobleman made two mistakes in his plea of urgency:  
· He told Christ how to handle the need. He attempted to inform the Lord what He ought to do “heal my son,” how He ought to do it “come down,” and when He ought to do it “before my child dies.”   Have you ever been guilty of instructing the Lord?  Have you ever said, "Listen, Lord, for your servant speaks" instead of, "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening"?

· And he presented the need before presenting himself into the hands of the Lord.  Are we more concerned with our health, our welfare, our families, or our future than we are with the will and glory of God?  Would it not have been much better for the nobleman to simply lay himself and his problem at the feet of Jesus and allow Him to handle them in His own way?

   Many think of the Christ of God as though His great business is to help us.  If we are sick or in financial trouble, maybe Jesus will show us a way to get well or to make money.  If members of our family are in some distressing circumstances and we are worried about them, perhaps if we go to Jesus He will do something for them.  Oh, but there is something higher than that!   H. A.  Ironside
John 4:50 Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your son lives."

   "Go your way; your son lives."  Jesus told the father to go without Him, because He could cure his son by His Word.  He was testing this man.  He was saying, “All right, let us find out whether or not you will believe without seeing.  You want Me to go to Capernaum.  Well, I am not going.  It is not necessary for Me to go.  I don't have to be physically present to heal a sick child at the point of death.  I’ll just stay here and heal him.  You go about your business.  Your son lives!”

   Christ said in effect:  I will not give you a sign; I will give you a Word.  You will get your sign after your faith operates.  G Campbell Morgan
   Would this nobleman believe in Jesus without seeing a sign?  Without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).  Jesus gave him no evidence, other than His Word that his request had been granted.  When the father believed, the evidence came.   The boy was healed!  

   If Christ could heal this dying boy who was miles away by His word, He can give eternal life today, by His word, even though He is far away in heaven.  Distance is no barrier to Him.  (Although we know Christ is both there and here.  His power extends throughout the universe.)
John 4:50 So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.

   …the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him…  The nobleman heard.  He believed.  He rested in the Words of Jesus.  He first believed Jesus could heal his son if He came to him.  He now believed Jesus could heal him from a distance.  Had the man not believed, he would have stayed there, begging Jesus to come down and heal his son.   God’s Word was all the nobleman needed!  True faith believes the Word that God has spoken – without needing to see the proof.   

   The nobleman had heard the Word of God from the lips of the Son of God, and real faith, saving faith, was now begotten within him.  He raised no objections, asked no questions; but with implicit confidence in what he had heard, he believed, and went his way.  No signs were needed, no feelings required to impart assurance.  “He believed, and went his way.”  This is how salvation comes to the sinner.  It is simply a matter of taking God at His word.  The very fact that it is God’s Word, guarantees its truthfulness.  
   This, we believe, is the only instance recorded in the New Testament where a “nobleman” believed in Christ – not many noble are called (I Cor. 1:26). Arthur W. Pink
John 4:51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, "Your son lives!" 

   …as he was now going down… Arthur W. Pink says he can picture the father returning home happy and rejoicing.  If someone had asked why he was so joyful, he would have told him it was because his son was at the point of death, but had been restored.  Had the father been asked how he knew his son was well, he would have answered, “I have the Word of Jesus for it – what more do I need?”  We too can have peace and joy if we rest in the sure Word of God (Rom. 15:13).

   …his servants met him…  The servants, seeing the boy's miraculous recovery, had run off to inform their master.  How glad the father must have been when he saw his servants coming toward him on the road.  Did his heart leap as his faith soared triumphantly within him when he saw the ecstatic countenance of his servants’ faces?  
   "Your son lives!" The servants met him with the joyful cry, “Your son lives."  Those were the exact words that Jesus had spoken the day before.
John 4:52 Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 

   Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better.  The nobleman began to investigate.  The original Greek says, “He inquired of them the hour when he began to amend.” Amend was used because the nobleman expected some slow and gradual recovery. He looked for the ordinary course of nature.   He could not imagine that the boy he had left at the point of death could have become well immediately.  

   “Yesterday…”  The implication here is fascinating because the distance from Cana to Capernaum was a half day’s journey.  If the healing took place at the seventh hour of the day or 1:00 p.m., the nobleman could have been home well before nightfall. That means when the nobleman heard Jesus say his son would live, he did not go straight home. To this man's credit, after he believed the Words of Jesus, he had the presence of mind to remain in Capernaum and conduct his business with a peaceful heart. He did not return home until the following day. What great faith!  How stress-free and happy we could be if we, too, would just read the Word and believe it. 

   “…the fever left him.”  The servants told him that the boy did not begin to mend.  He was well immediately.   Jesus spoke and the fever left, the burning heat passed, the boy was instantly well.  

   In this sign, there was a revelation of God’s absolute power which healed in a moment, at a distance, without contact. G. Campbell Morgan
John 4:53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives." And he himself believed, and his whole household. 

   …it was at the same hour… Even though there were at least twenty miles separating Capernaum from Cana, the moment Jesus spoke, distance was immaterial:  the boy was healed.

   …he himself believed…  The nobleman first believed Jesus was a wonderful Prophet who could help his son when no one else could.  Jesus searched him with amazing accuracy, unmasking that he was looking for a sign.  Jesus then created for him an opportunity to have faith without a miracle.  Without faith it is impossible to please God  (Heb. 11:6). 

   …and his whole household.  Through this affliction, the nobleman and his family were all saved.  He could now identify with the Psalmist, "It is good for me that I have been afflicted," (Psalm 119:71).  His son's sickness turned out to be the greatest blessing for his family.  

   This incident gives us an example of the mysterious workings of God!  A boy is brought to the point of death that a whole house might have eternal life.  Arthur W. Pink
John 4:54 This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee. 

   …second sign Jesus did…  Jesus had done many signs in Judea while at the Passover, but this was only the second one He did in Galilee.
   Health is a great blessing; but, affliction is frequently a better one. Prosperity and comfort are great blessings; but, loss and difficulty are often better ones. "Now no chastening for the present seems to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby," (Heb. 12:11). Though we should not deliberately seek out troubles, we must expect them in our lives, "for whom the Lord loves He chastens," (Heb.12:6). When troubles come, we must neither murmur nor worry, but like this nobleman, come to the Lord and seek His help (Phil. 4: 6, 7).

   God offers hope.  God has sent His own Son; He is reaching out toward us.  We see the needs of the dying children.  If we turn to Him in faith, God will say, "Go your way. The children can live." If we turn our backs on our pride and self-sufficiency and turn to Jesus of Nazareth, God will save them from the death and despair that this world offers.  
   As the nobleman, may we come to Jesus and earnestly beseech Him to save the souls of the children.  May we be the ones who stand in the gap on their behalf!  Step out in faith; believe Him today.  
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