LIFE OF CHRIST II    LESSON 5 – Bartimaeus Receives His Sight

(Notes compiled by Mary Ann Lapointe)

Luke 18:35-43

Memory Verse:    John 8:12

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

Motions to Memory Verse:

Then Jesus spoke – Point up.
to them again, –  Point towards others.
saying – Make circles come out from mouth with forefingers.
I am – Point up.
 the light – Flick fingers of hands, place thumb over fingertips, open quickly.
of the world –  Make a circle with both hands with three fingers making “W.”
He who follows Me – One hand grabs and leads other hand.  Both thumbs up are up

shall not walk – Hands, palms down as if walking along a road.
in darkness, – Hands over eyes.     

but have the light – Flick fingers on hands as looking up
of life. – Both hands running up side of body from hips upward.
   The most important question that Jesus could ask anyone is the one He asked two thousand years ago just outside the city of Jericho.  The question was rightly answered by a blind beggar as told in this story.

   Matthew 20:29-34 says there were two blind beggars that Jesus healed on the road to Jericho.  However, in Mark 10:46-52 and in Luke, only one blind beggar is mentioned.  Is this a contradiction?  Well, there would be a contradiction if either had said only one was healed. It is possible for a person to give an accurate account of an event without mentioning all the facts.  
   Luke says that the miracle took place as Jesus approached Jericho; Matthew and Mark say that it occurred as He left Jericho. Is this a contradiction?  No, because there were two Jerichos.  There was the site of the old Jericho, which had been an ancient Jewish city. There was also a new Jericho, built by Herod that was situated a short distance away.  In other words, the miracle took place between the old and new Jerichos.  A writer could view the event as either occurring after Jesus had left the one town or before he reached the other.   

Luke 18:35-43

Luke 18:35 Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging. 

   …Jericho…  Jericho was located eight miles west of the Jordan River in the center of Israel.   It was about 19 miles from Jerusalem.  It was the first city encountered by Joshua when the children of Israel entered the Promised Land after wandering for forty years in the wilderness.   There the Lord had won the famous battle of Jericho by knocking over the huge walls that surrounded the city.  
   Joshua pronounced a curse on anyone who would try to rebuild the city (Joshua 6:26).   This curse was actually fulfilled in the days of Ahab, nearly 500 years later, when the city was rebuilt.   
   In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation with Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its gates, according to the word of the LORD, which He had spoken through Joshua the son of Nun.  I Kings 16:34
   During the days of Elijah, Jericho became a home to the school of the prophets.  It was the place where Elisha poured salt into bitter waters, causing the water to become drinkable.
19 Then the men of the city [Jericho] said to Elisha, “Please notice, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the ground barren.” 
20 And he said, “Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it.” So they brought it to him. 21 Then he went out to the source of the water, and cast in the salt there, and said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘I have healed this water; from it there shall be no more death or barrenness.’” 22 So the water remains healed to this day, according to the word of Elisha which he spoke.  II Kings 2:19 - 22
   In the days of Christ, Jericho’s size was second only to Jerusalem.  It was sometimes called the City of Palm Trees after the many palm trees near the Jordan River.

   …a certain blind man…   Mark tells us that the blind man’s name was Bartimaeus –    which means son of Timaeus (“bar” means son).  Perhaps Timaeus was a man who was known.  He may have been a man of distinction; yet, Bartimaeus, his son, had been reduced to poverty because of his blindness.  Some have speculated that this blind man was so insignificant that he had not even been given his own name.
   …sat by the road begging… Bartimaeus sat by the roadside on the outskirts of Jericho. That day had begun like any of a hundred others.  After all, how much variety could there be in the life of a blind beggar?  We are each given only one life.  What if begging by the roadside were all we could do?  
   An effective storyteller enters into the emotions of the characters.  What are some emotions that a hopeless blind beggar might have felt – ignored, inadequate, forsaken, lonely?
Luke 18:36 And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant. 

   …hearing…  Bartimaeus heard the hum of voices coming closer. To his trained ears, the voices conveyed a strong undercurrent of excitement.  This was no ordinary crowd of travelers walking along the Jericho road at Passover.  
   He must have also been able to feel the vibration of the ground underneath him as the multitude passed by him that day.

   …a multitude passing by…  Bartimaeus knew that Passover was approaching and many travelers passed through Jericho on their way to Jerusalem.  But this was a multitude; both Matthew and Mark recorded it a great multitude.   (At the feeding of the 5,000 there could possibly have been 15,000 people if women and children were counted!)   The multitude on the road that day could have numbered into the thousands also.   

   We have all been in large crowds, though usually seated in a stadium, or lined up along a street watching a parade.  But a great moving multitude following one man would cause delays, be exhausting, try one’s patience.  Aside from being dusty and smelly, for the disciples it would have been a constant struggle to keep together.  It was surely exhausting for Jesus to be pushed and pressed upon as He walked for the last time to the city He loved.

   …he asked what it meant.   Bartimaeus may have lived in the dark; but, he was not shy.  He wanted to know what all the excitement was about; so he asked.

Luke 18:37 So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he cried out, saying, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

   …they told him that Jesus of Nazareth…  They told Bartimaeus that a man named Jesus from the city of Nazareth was passing by.   For the past couple years, Bartimaeus must have heard a lot about Jesus’ miracles as he listened to passing travelers – how the lame could walk; the blind could see; and the dead were brought back to life! 

   Excitement was surely stirring within the heart of Bartimaeus.  This Man who had healed so many others; would He heal him?   If only he could get to Jesus. Bartimaeus had known little hope in his life, but now Jesus was right here, passing by him.  

   …he cried out… This was the heartfelt cry of a frantic, desperate man who knew he had little chance of Jesus hearing him over the clamor and noise of the crowd.   Most would have given a hysterical, frenzied cry accompanied by uncontrollable sobs.
   “Jesus…” Jesus the earthly name of our Lord.  It means Jehovah Savior.  Was there any other name upon which Bartimaeus could call for healing?  “There is no other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12).”

   “…Son of David…”  Bartimaeus made a huge leap.  They told him it was “Jesus of Nazareth” who was passing by; yet, he cried out “Jesus, Son of David.”    The title, “Son of David” had great significance to the Jews.  It was a Messianic title and everyone knew it!  Before then, Jesus had spoken only indirectly of His mission, and had refused to allow others to publicly call Him the Messiah.

   When He cast out demons, the demons called Him the Messiah and Jesus commanded them to be quiet.   In Luke 9:21, 36, He told His disciples to keep quiet and not proclaim that He was the Christ.

   Bartimaeus called Jesus by a name which that entire crowd recognized as a Messianic title.  Yet, Jesus did not tell the blind man to be quiet, but validated this title by stopping to speak with him when He could have avoided the encounter. 

   Just days later, at the triumphant entry, the Pharisees asked Jesus to rebuke His disciples (Luke 19:37-39) because the multitude of His disciples was crying out to Jesus saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David:  Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord…” (Matt. 21:9).  The Pharisees understood that the crowd recognized Him as their Messiah and they didn’t like it.   
   Jesus, on His way to the Passover for the very purpose that He came, was beginning to openly claim to be the Messiah.  The chief priests and scribes had sent spies to trap Jesus with His words.   They ask Him hard questions which He answered brilliantly.  He then asked them a question: “How could David have called the Messiah, Lord, and the Messiah still be called the “Son of David?” 
“How can they say that the Christ is the Son of David?  Now David himself said in the Book of Psalms;

The Lord said to my Lord


Sit at My right hand,


Till I make Your enemies


Your footstool.

 Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how then is He His Son?” Luke 20:41-44
   Instead of being trapped by their words, Jesus trapped them. They would later use this interchange as evidence against Him, accusing Him of claiming to be their Messiah.

   After His public declaration of being the Messiah, Jesus was crucified within the week.  No wonder He commanded those who knew He was the Messiah to keep quiet until His time had come.
Luke 18:39 Then those who went before warned him that he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"

   …warned him that he should be quiet…   Notice that they warned him to be quiet!  Were they warning him to be quiet because of the title he was using?  Or did they try to silence him because they thought Jesus was too dignified to speak with a beggar?  

   Consider the status of those to whom Jesus gave His time and attention.  It was not a list of who’s who in Israel at the time.  

   …but he cried out all the more… That was not the time to be quiet; Jesus was passing by.  Bartimaeus was tired of living as a blind man.   He had hoped and dreamed of such a day.   He cried out with little regard to what others thought or said.   He knew he was in need and that Jesus was his only hope.  Bartimaeus did not know that Jesus was on His way to the cross and that this would be his one and only chance.  When you have the opportunity to meet Jesus face to face, meet Him!  Don’t assume there will be many more opportunities.  We do not know the days appointed to us.
   "Son of David, have mercy on me!"  Bartimaeus acknowledged his need for mercy.  He had nothing to offer; he was not deserving.  Mercy is giving someone something he doesn’t deserve.  Bartimaeus did not have an attitude of entitlement, thinking that he had lived years without sight and now God definitely owed him a healing.

   Was Fanny J. Crosby, the blind songwriter, identifying with Bartimaeus when she penned 

Pass me not, O gentle Savior,

Hear my humble cry;
While on others thou are calling,
Do not pass me by.
   In this great multitude, what chance did Bartimaeus have of talking to Jesus?   Surely there were others seeking His attention.   Bartimaeus was used to being ignored and left out.  As a blind beggar, he was not highly esteemed. To ask a question three or four times of those around him was surely a common occurrence for him.  
Luke 18:40 So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him.

   …Jesus stood still…  If Jesus had stopped for everyone who sought an audience with Him, He would never have gotten to where He was going.  And this was just a beggar, not a nobleman nor an officer of the court.  Who was this beggar to Jesus?   None could see that he was one of the glorious saints for whom Jesus had left the grandeur of heaven to come and seek and to save.  
   …commanded him…  Amazingly, Jesus, in the midst of thousands of noisy people, answered Bartimaeus’ call.  How was it possible for Jesus to hear his cries above the roar of the multitude?  Our attention can only be focused on a limited few at any one time.   Not God, He is able to give His attention concurrently to all.  He is God; He is both omnipresent and omniscient.  

   …to be brought to Him…  In the midst of His popularity, are he willing to reach out to “one of the least of these.”  Are we willing to give the introverted or obnoxious child the same love and attention that we give the endearing ones? 

   Those around Bartimaeus wanted him to be quiet. But when Jesus stopped the whole procession and called for him, they suddenly become his friends.  They were now most helpful. "Bartimaeus, Jesus is calling for you! Here, let us help you. We will go with you and do for you whatever we can." Was this just unbelievable luck? There is no such thing as luck.  God is in control; we are not lucky or unlucky.  If we attribute things to luck, we leave out the One responsible.  A true acknowledgement must give credit to God.
Luke 18:40 And when he had come near, He asked him, 41 saying, "What do you want Me to do for you?" 

   "What do you want Me to do for you?"  This is the most important question each of us must answer in our lifetime, and we each do.  This question cannot be ignored.  What did Bartimaeus ask for from everyone else who passed by him?                    He asked for alms!  What was he going to ask Jesus for?  Did Bartimaeus really have the faith that Jesus could open his eyes (which was one of the signs of the coming Messiah)?   It is according to our faith that we ask.  “What do you ask God for?   He is asking the same to you!  ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ ”  How big is your faith?  For what would you ask?
   Didn’t Jesus know what Bartimaeus wanted? Wasn’t it obvious what this blind man needed?   Yes, but Jesus still asked.  
   Was it worth the blind man’s time to answer the Lord?  You may think that’s a silly question.   However, the Lord is asking the same question to each of us: “What do you want Me to do for you?”  Do we take the time to answer Him?

   We should take careful thought for what we ask.  If Bartimaeus was given sight, he must go to work.  He could no longer sit by the roadside and beg for a living.  There would be changes in his life.  But would these changes be for the better?   Absolutely!  But it would still involve change.  When God gives us sight, He wants our lives to change.  He has created us to bring glory and honor to Him through good works that He has foreordained that we should walk in.  Our lives must change from the position of begging to that of laboring.  

Luke 18:41  And he said, "Lord, that I may receive my sight." 

   “…receive my sight…” Now the beggar could have said. "Oh, I want a rich man to come by and give me all I need to eat this month." Or he could have said, "I wish you could get my brothers and sisters to help me out. They never bother with me." But Bartimaeus asked for his one great need. "Lord, let me see.”  Was Bartimaeus’ real need to receive his eyesight?   No, but his faith in Jesus was demonstrated through his answer.
   How did Bartimaeus know that he was blind?  Could he see what other people could see?  No.  He was blind.  Throughout the years he learned from those who could see that there was more to life than what he knew.  How can you apply that to spiritual sight?

   Those in spiritual darkness don’t know about the relationship they can have with God.  It is totally outside the realm of their experience.  As we who can see quietly live our lives before those who are spiritually dead; as we are transparent and open about God’s working in our lives; the spiritually blind begin to grasp that there is more to life than they are experiencing.
Luke 18:42 Then Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you well." 

   Matthew 20:34 says, “Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes...”  Mark 10:52 says, “And Jesus said unto him, ‘Go your way; your faith has made you whole.’ ” Remember all accounts do not have to be identical to be true.  

   "Receive your sight; your faith has made you well."  Jesus granted Bartimaeus his two most important needs.  

· Receive your sight.

· Your faith has made you well (whole).

   To the man who was let down from the roof, Jesus said, “Is it easier to say, your sins are forgiven you; or to say, Arise, take up your bed and walk?” (Mark 2:9).   There was no way for the people to visually see that Jesus had the power to forgive sins.  But His healing power in the physical realm gave credibility to the claims He made in the spiritual realm – that is: to forgive sins.  That was true with Bartimaeus.  It was not possible to see that his faith had made him whole; but, they all saw that he received his sight.

   What is faith?  Faith is believing the Bible.   Bartimaeus had already shown his faith by calling on the name of the Lord.  He called Jesus the Son of David.  He recognized He was the One of whom the Scriptures spoke.   

Luke 18:43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 

   …immediately he received his sight… Close your eyes.  You see black with a little light.  Pretend that you have never seen anything in your whole life but that black with a little light.  Now open your eyes.  Look around and imagine that you are seeing things for the first time! We can only imagine the joy, amazement, and wonder that Bartimaeus felt.  And he was staring into the face of Jesus!  Josephus, the Jewish historian, said there was a quality about this man Jesus, not of beauty, but of peace, love and compassion of which only a sinless person would be capable.
   …followed Him…When the Lord brings us out of darkness into light, He wants us to follow Him.  If we are looking for a life of comfort, we will be disillusioned.  Bartimaeus followed Jesus but where was Jesus headed?  To Jerusalem!  What was about to happen to Him there?  He was going to die.  Bartimaeus’ faith would soon be tested as he would see Jesus hanging upon that cross.  Would he deny the Lord and fall away in the midst of great anguish and sorrow?  We must remember that following Jesus means following Him to the cross.

    …glorifying God... Bartimaeus believed Jesus was from God.  What was the result of this miracle?  Four things: 
· Bartimaeus received his sight, 
· he was saved, 
· he followed Jesus as a grateful disciple, and 
· he glorified God.   

   And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.   Those who saw Jesus restore Bartimaeus’ sight, knew that such power only came from God.  Jesus, who had laid aside His own reputation, did the miracle in such a way that His Father in heaven received all the glory.

   Then the procession moved on.  It was as simple as that!  We can certainly imagine that Bartimaeus’ life would never be the same again.  Nobody need place him alongside the road again.  There would be no more special treatment.  It was time for him to carry his share of the load. He would be responsible for himself at home and in the community.  

   What about you?  What is your story? Have you seen Jesus?  Do you want to see Jesus?  What would you say this very moment if Jesus called your name and asked you, "What do you want Me to do for you today?"   Do you know?  Have you thought about it?  If you have answered the Lord with a resounding voice, “I want to be made whole,” has your life changed?  Are you following Him to the cross?   Are you becoming a faithful disciple, carrying your share of the load?  Are people giving glory to God because of your life?  
   May we live in such a way that God receives much praise and glory from our lives!
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